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1 intend to live to see the flag of freedom
float o'er every country on top of this earth!

—E. T. Kingsley,
speech in Vancouver City Hall,
24 December 1905
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FOREWORD

E. T. Kingsley
Canadian Marxism’s “Old Man”

A little more than a century ago, on 2 February 1919, a packed Federated
Labor Party (FLP) forum at Vancouver’s Dominion Hall heard a socialist
speaker address the challenges of the immediate post—First World War
years. Monitored by burly constables and an ostentatiously decked-out
military officer, the meeting opened with revolutionary song and a monet-
ary collection for the cause. The chairman then rose and declared simply,
“We'll let the old man get started” Eugene Thornton (E. T.) Kingsley was
the “old man,” and the designation was one of respect, even reverence. His
talks—regarded by some as the most influential among the speechifying
contingent of early twentieth-century Canadian Marxists—were a bracing
and restorative stimulant. “It’s as good as a tonic to hear Kingsley,” reported
one ardent revolutionary in 1903.!

Times have changed. “Old men” of the left are not now always in
particularly good odour. Those of Kingsley’s implacable and acerbic stripe,
if there are any of them still willing to speak their mind on the class struggle
as he did, are not usually held in high regard. In today’s progressive parlance,
Kingsley would be written off as a “vulgar Marxist,” insufficiently attentive to
the nuances of identity and the discursiveness of power. A disabled worker,
having lost significant portions of both legs in an 1890 railway accident,
Kingsley was not one to personalize his political program; he seldom if ever
alluded to how capitalism maimed /him. Instead, he preferred to address

! “The Dominion Hall Instead of Rex Theatre,” British Columbia Federationist,

7 Feb. 1919, 8; “E. T. Kingsley’s Rousing Meetings,” Western Clarion, 31 July
1903, 4; A. Ross McCormack, Reformers, Rebels, and Revolutionaries: The
Western Canadian Radical Movement, 1899—1919 (Toronto: University of
Toronto Press, 1977), esp. 60—61.
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how the working class, as a whole, “paid in their agony and pains for every-
thing that was done” under capitalism.?

The “old man” addressed collective suffering and demanded collective
action and class-struggle solutions. Against the acquisitive individualism
of capitalism he counterposed, relentlessly, the possibility of far-reaching
transformation arising out of mass mobilizations of the working class, and all
of those “real democrats” and “progressive elements” committed to “bring-
ing this crazy ruling-class civilization to its finish” The resulting society
would be one where each would be provided according to their needs, while
expected to contribute according to their abilities. Exploitation exorcised,
all oppressions would take their place in the proverbial dustbin of history.
On the ruins of a dismantled capitalism would arise “a structure . . . based
upon freedom, upon real democracy, upon the rights of all men and women
to live upon this earth upon the production and the fruits of their own toil
without paying tribute to any rulers and masters.”

The issues, as posed by Kingsley, were vulgar. His approach was singu-
larly uncompromising, demanding the necessity of ending capitalism. He
used humour and wit effectively, but never in ways that were so clever as
to sail over the heads of his largely proletarian audiences, instead speaking
in the vernacular and readily understood allusions of the working class. If
Kingsley’s words were often blunt, they never meandered into pretence and
postured sophistication. Vulgarity, in a now dated meaning of the word, was

’ »

the “old man’s” métier, in the sense that virtually everything he said
was characteristic of and related to the masses.

Kingsley would have been indignant at the ways in which bourgeois
politicians of the late twentieth century cynically declared their adherence
to the axiom that “it’s the economy, stupid”” Yet it was the economic inequal-
ity of history, evident in so much anguish, hurt, violence, and death, that
roused Kingsley to his denunciatory best. Capitalism was robbery. It relied
on exploitation—a theft of significant portions of the productions of labour-

ing men and women—to keep the vast majority of people in a condition

> “Working Men of British Columbia Need Only to Stand Fast to Have Con-
trol of the Government,” British Columbia Federationist, 1 Mar. 1919, 2. See
also “Killed and Maimed in Peace as in War,” British Columbia Federationist,
9 June 1916, 1.

3 “Working Men of British Columbia’

xiv  Foreword
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of thralldom. Kingsley, like Daniel De Leon, whom he followed for a time,
repeatedly insisted that slavery defined human relations for centuries, from
ancient Greece and Rome through feudalism in Europe and the plantation
economies of the eighteenth-century Atlantic world to the profit system of
waged employment.

Nor did Kingsley excuse the wage slaves, whom he pilloried for being
complicit in their own subjugation and servitude. Even animals in their nat-
ural state, he suggested jocularly, played and gambolled and roamed about,
never begging to be harnessed and put to work. “But the two-legged animal
seems to insist” on being driven, demanding employment, Kingsley stated
before a laughing crowd in New Westminster, British Columbia, in 1918:

The wage-working animal insists on a system of slavery and the penalty
of slavery is work, work, work and keep on working. A mule will work
only when he is driven to it by man and the two-legged slave and the
mule make a fine team. This slavish condition has come down to us
from the countless ages and most of us have not got the kick enough in
us to get away from it.*

Kingsley’s major published political statement, the 1916 pamphlet The Gen-
esis and Evolution of Slavery: Showing How the Chattel Slaves of Pagan Times
Have Been Transformed into the Capitalist Property of To-day, commenced
with just this kind of critique, railing against chloroformed wage slaves
“meekly submitting to . . . [the] continuation of their crucifixion upon the
altar of ruling class plunder.

Kingsley’s suggestion that workers are too often chained to their sub-
servience by a consciousness less than combative, false in its denial of basic
self-interest, would raise the hackles of modern sensibilities, ever attuned
to the validity of any and all subjectivity. His likening of workers to slaves
would not be countenanced in today’s political culture, where repudiation of

class exploitation is muted and rightful rejection of racist oppression voiced

+ “Live Mass Meeting in Royal City on Saturday,” British Columbia Federation-

ist, 15 Mar. 1918, 1.3.

5> Kingsley, The Genesis and Evolution of Slavery: Showing How the Chattel

Slaves of Pagan Times Have Been Transformed into the Capitalist Property of
To-day (Vancouver: Federationist Publishing Company, 1916), 217.

Foreword xv
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loudly. To blur the lines between wage slavery and chattel slavery, at our
present conjuncture, would be highly impolitic, understating a fundamental
racialized differentiation and its manifold economic, social, political, and
cultural consequences.® On occasion, Kingsley could lapse into characteriz-
ations that modern leftists would find racist and chauvinistic. To the extent
that Kingsley and the Socialist Party of Canada (SPC), with which he was
associated, addressed the oppression of Indigenous peoples and women, they
fell far short of adequate political formulations. On all manner of progressive
stands associated with contemporary leftist concern with the special oppres-
sions of race, gender, sexual orientation, and disability, Kingsley’s views, not
to mention his political and personal practice, no doubt seem antiquated at
best, inadequate in a benign judgment, even at times downright reactionary,
necessitating not only distancing but rejection.”

Of Kingsley’s particular brand of revolutionary Marxism, designated in
this volume the British Columbia school and long labelled “impossiblism,’
denigration has been commonplace. Kingsley was impossiblism’s most vig-
orous advocate, revelling in its ultimatist dictates. No reforms could ever
soften capitalism’s destructive essence or alleviate the inequalities, brutal-
ities, and unfairness constituting its essence. Trade unions, whatever their
leadership and orientation, were but pathetic defensive, palliative institutions

® Consider the discussion in David R. Roediger, The Wages of Whiteness:
Race and the Making of the American Working Class (London: Verso, 1991),
although this reasoned discussion would probably not suffice in our current
context.

For a fuller discussion, see Ravi Malhotra and Benjamin Isitt, Able to Lead:
Disablement, Radicalism, and the Political Life of E. T. Kingsley (Vancouver:
UBC Press, 2021). For a present-minded jab at Kingsley and Indigeneity,
see lan McKay, Reasoning Otherwise: Leftists and the People’s Enlighten-
ment in Canada, 1890—1920 (Toronto: Between the Lines, 2008), 393. There
were outliers in the Socialist Party of Canada who did address First Nations
peoples sensitively; see Wendy Wickwire, At the Bridge: James Teit and an
Anthropology of Belonging (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2019); Peter Campbell,
“Not as a White Man, Not as a Sojourner’: James A. Teit and the Fight for
Native Rights in British Columbia, 1884—1922,” left history 2 (Fall 1994):
37—57. On the ways in which addressing women’s oppression proved con-
troversial within the SPC, see Linda Kealey, Enlisting Women for the Cause:
Women, Labour, and the Left in Canada, 1890—1920 (Toronto: University of
Toronto Press, 1998).

xvi Foreword
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destined to remain rooted in their capitalist confinements, always falling
short of the only way of liberating their wage-dependent memberships, the
laying low of capitalism itself. “Even the trade union organizations were
part and parcel of this system of slavery,” Kingsley maintained; “when
the system goes down, they would go down too. By their very constitu-
tion, ‘they can’t draw a revolutionary breath; I don’t care whether they
call themselves trades unionists simple or O.B.U.” Kingsley was even known
to proclaim, “When I find a great mass of workers asking a handful of masters
for favors, I get right down on my marrow-bones and pray they won't get
‘em” Neither collective bargaining nor radical one big unionism, according
to Kingsley, would alter the simple reality that, under capitalism, “the other
fellow still owns the shop, the factory, the mill, and the mine—and beyond
that, he owns you”

Yet, as the compilers of this collection of reports and summaries of E. T.
Kingsley’s talks and instances of his writings argue, to simply quote the “old
man” only to dismiss his seemingly doctrinaire views misses much. These
reports routinely convey that Kingsley’s audaciously dismissive barbs, flung
repeatedly at audiences he castigated as docile and uncomprehending, were
actually warmly appreciated by those listening. They responded with laugh-
ter, an acknowledgement that there was something to Kingsley’s sardonic
platform manner.

For all of the undialectical substance of Kingsley’s dismissals of trade
unions, SPC militants whom he influenced were never, in the midst of strug-
gle, entirely able to either walk away from established labour organizations
or write them off categorically as a waste of time. They grasped that even
as Kingsley had a point about the limitations of trade unions under capital-
ism, workers needed these defensive institutions to protect their economic
well-being, however precarious, until such time as the political toppling
of capitalism took place.

Not surprisingly, the Socialist Party of Canada, even at the height of
Kingsley’s impossiblist influence, contained many trade union members;
one estimate suggested anywhere from 60 to 9o percent. Working-class
SPC locals in mining labour strongholds like Revelstoke were not always
so enamoured of the “old man” that they would not unload on his more

8 “It Is Beyond Redemption,” British Columbia Federationist, 28 Nov. 1919, 3;

“Kingsley on Capitalism,” British Columbia Federationist, 6 June 1919, 8.

Foreword  xvii
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seemingly outrageous attacks on unions. It was not unheard of for comrades
to call for Kingsley to be stripped of his post as a party organizer. As early as
1907 one commentator (albeit from a rival socialist organization) noted that
Kingsley’s impossiblism rallied only a “few ranters . . . lip revolutionists but
utterly incapable of any organized activity” Even in strongholds of Kingsley-
ism like Vancouver, SPC figure R. Parmater Pettipiece pursued a policy of
“permeation,” with revolutionaries working in the Trades and Labor Council
managing to secure an endorsement for the Western Clarion, which Kings-
ley edited and published for a number of years. Among second-generation
SPC members, like longshoreman Jack Kavanagh—whose membership in
the party overlapped with but outlasted Kingsley, being an SPC organizer
and a president of the British Columbia Federation of Labor—posed no
contradiction.’

In the complicated programmatic tussle of impossiblism and the prag-
matics of class organization and struggle, what emerges is an intriguing
moment in the history of socialism when revolutionaries confronted the
realities of capitalist social relations and the undeniable constraints that
they imposed on the transition, recognized as a process of rupture, to an
entirely new social formation. Kingsley, with his accent on trade union lim-
itations in the grand unfolding of the political struggle of the working class
for power, addressed one side of this equation. SPC figures like Pettipiece
and many counterparts, among them J. W. Hawthornthwaite and Charles
O’Brien, elected to provincial legislatures as firm advocates of law-making
that would benefit workers and trade unions, took their stands on another.
So too did SPC executive members of the United Mine Workers of America
in the Crowsnest Pass, such as Frank Sherman and Clem Stubbs. Such revo-
lutionary socialists were not so much hostile to trade unions as they were
advocates of the fundamental Marxist position that, in the final instance,
capitalism would only be displaced by the conscious act of political revolu-
tion. In this pre-Leninist moment, then, it was possible for a revolutionary
socialist organization like the SPC, which had little conception of democratic

° The above paragraphs draw upon the still useful discussion in McCormack,
Reformers, Rebels, and Revolutionaries, esp. 31, 61, with the “ranters” quote
from Kealey, Enlisting Women, 116. On Kavanagh, see David Akers, “Rebel or
Revolutionary? Jack Kavanagh and the Early Years of the Communist Move-
ment in Vancouver, 1920-1925,” Labour/Le Travail 30 (Fall 1992), 9—44.

xviii Foreword
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centralism, to contain all of those committed to overthrowing the reign of
capital and its servile state. This, they could agree, would be accomplished
through the political mobilization of the working class, but it was possible
that within this shared perspective there might be different perspectives
and practices on offer toward working-class institutions like labour unions.

Kingsley’s politics were forged in the United States—based Daniel
De Leon-led Socialist Labor Party (SLP), an organization he eventually
departed in discontent. But Kingsley retained the red impossiblist stamp
of the De Leonist milieu, which exercised an unmistakable, unrivalled
influence on pre—First World War revolutionary socialists in English-
speaking North America. Often said to have read Marx’s Capital during
his hospitalized recovery from the railroad accident that left him a double
amputee, Kingsley—in his speeches and what has been recovered of his
writing—betrays little in the way of indication that the “old man” was indeed
immersed in the intricacies of this long and complex text, of which few
English-language editions were available in 1890, none of which circulated
widely among the radicals of the era. Far more available in De Leonist cir-
cles, and more easily identifiable as influences on Kingsley’s thought, were
Marx’s shorter didactic pamphlets, Value, Price, and Profit and Wage Labour
and Capital, both of which were published in accessible editions by the
SLP and the radical publishing house Charles H. Kerr. Certainly Kingsley’s

10

It is possible that Kingsley read the edition of Capital, reproducing the text
of the two-volume 1887 British edition, published by Swan Sonnenschein, for
sale in the United States by Julius Bordollo’s Labor News Agency, but at seven
dollars this was an expensive book at the time. More costly still was the
commercial version, a one-volume Appleton edition that appeared in 1889.
A Humboldt edition of Capital also existed, as did a multi-part serialized
Humboldt Library of Science version published between September 1890
and April 1891, in double issues of the cheap monthly magazine numbering
135 through 138 that cost thirty cents per issue.

' James P. Cannon, the founding chair of the Workers’ Party—the original

version of the Communist Party USA—later to be expelled for Trotskyism,
recalled attending Sunday-evening SLP-led Socialist Education Society
forums while still a young member of the Industrial Workers of the World,
receiving his educational baptism in Marxist economics through Marx’s
pamphlets in the pre—First World War years. Bryan Palmer, James P. Cannon
and the Origins of the American Revolutionary Left, 1890—1928 (Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 2007), 55.

Foreword  xix
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1903 Labour Day address in Phoenix, British Columbia, is congruent with
this Marxist pedagogy.™

His break from the De Leonist SLP notwithstanding, Kingsley continued
to bear the stamp of its doctrinaire revolutionary inclinations and training.
He ended up parting ways with the SPC, to which he had contributed so
much to bring into being and sustain. Aligning himself with the FLP and
its propaganda organ, the British Columbia Federationist, Kingsley whole-
heartedly embraced the Bolshevik Revolution. He declared in a December
1917 issue of the paper, where he quoted Leon Trotsky,

The dawn of a new dispensation is breaking. The sun of social revolu-
tion is piercing with its beneficent and life-giving rays the dark cloud of
ignorance and reaction that has so long engulfed the world in the black
night of slavery, superstition and human misery. The hour for human
liberty has struck. All hail the Russian revolutionists who by their
gallant actions have given cheer to their comrades of other lands and
struck terror to the hearts of rulers and robbers of every clime.”

But Kingsley never joined the party of the Communist International, and he
played no role in the Communist Party of Canada. In this he was not unlike
many of his former comrades in the SLP and SPC, who remained, in Peter
Campbell’s words, “Marxists of the Third Way,” reluctant to cast their lot
decisively with the emerging international communist movement.*

In Kingsley’s case this may have been simply a matter of age and geograph-
ical distance from the centre of Canada’s Communist International—-affiliated
forces, concentrated as they originally were in central Canada and in the
immigrant, foreign-language sections of distant cities like Winnipeg. Per-
haps the difficulties of travel for a double amputee, which he had once
willingly taken on, were more of a burden for Kingsley in 1919 than a few
years earlier, when he relocated to Canada at the request of Vancouver

12

“Wages, Profit and Capital Analyzed by Organizer Kingsley at Phoenix,’
Western Clarion, 24 Sept. 1903, 1.

3 “The Wolf in Capitalist Sheepfold,” British Columbia Federationist, 14 Dec.
1917, 6.

4 Peter Campbell, Canadian Marxists and the Search for a Third Way (Mont-
real and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1999).

xx Foreword
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Island’s revolutionary miners in 1902, or embarked on an arduous 1908 SPC
agitational tour that took him as far east as Montreal, with stops throughout
the prairies and Ontario.

By 1917 to 1921, when the issue of revolutionaries aligning with the
Bolsheviks and the Communist parties they spawned throughout the world
was perhaps the key question confronting Marxists, Kingsley was over
sixty years of age. He had grappled with the rigours of disability for dec-
ades and was undoubtedly inclined to continue to till his revolutionary
garden in British Columbia, as he saw fit. Somewhat irascible, and very
much used to being a dominant figure, Kingsley, the “old man” of Can-
adian revolutionary socialism, would have been decidedly out of place
among the twenty-two delegates attending the May 1921 clandestine
meeting in a Guelph barn that led to the founding of the Communist
Party of Canada. The SPC that Kingsley broke from eight years earlier
sent two unofficial representatives to the gathering, Toronto’s William
Moriarty being the main figure. Like most others constituting the under-
ground communist gathering, he was almost thirty-five years Kingsley’s
junior. Maurice Spector, a budding revolutionary Marxist intellectual,
was a mere twenty-four years of age, compared with Kingsley’s sixty-
five. Tim Buck, although not present at the Guelph summit, would go
on to be the dominant figure in Canadian Communism in the 1920s and
for decades after; he was born in 1891, again, roughly thirty-five years later
than Kingsley. Canadian Bolshevism, in its first years, was an endeavour
of the relatively young, with most leading figures being between the
ages of thirty and forty. The senior woman among Canadian Communists,
Florence Custance, and the leading proletarian with a background in the
SPC, Vancouver’s Jack Kavanagh, were born in 1881 and 1879, respectively.”s

Kingsley, the “old man” of Canada’s Marxists, had perhaps too many
miles on his beleaguered body to take up the new metaphorical travels that
an invigorated post-1917 Communism demanded. He would still traverse the

> Of the nineteen leading Communist Party of Canada figures addressed by

William Rodney in a collective biographical note, three could be ascertained
to have been born between 1869 and 1879, six between 1880 and 1890, and
seven between 1890 and 1900. None were born, like Kingsley, in the 1850s.
Rodney, Soldiers of the International: A History of the Communist Party of
Canada, 1919-1929 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1968), 161—70.
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province of British Columbia on behalf of the FLP in the years immediately
following the Bolshevik Revolution, even venturing into Alberta’s mining
camps and addressing a Calgary audience in 1919. But by the time Canada’s
Communists were coalescing in 1921, Kingsley’s public speaking days were
essentially over, reduced to a few talks in Nanaimo and Vancouver.
Recruits to the new Bolshevism who ventured into Kingsley’s Vancouver
in the early 1920s often clashed with the old SPCers. The founding chair of
the American Workers (Communist) Party, James P. Cannon, visited Van-
couver in 1923 as part of a propaganda tour. He ran into opposition from the
old impossiblists who first introduced him to the fundamentals of Marxist
economics a decade earlier, during his days as a young Wobbly in Kansas
City. Cannon relished crossing political swords with the Kingsleyites, writing
to a friend, “I make a speciality of dealing with these ‘Scientific Socialists®
Kingsley’s 1920s would not be a comfortable decade. In many ways, he
had been left behind in the revolutionary movement, just as he has been
left behind in all manner of ways by contemporary scholarship. Without a
party, and with his platform seemingly exhausted, Kingsley went reluctantly
to his retirement, mounting one last electoral campaign in 1926, no doubt
beating the drums of capitalism’s evils with wit and withering critique but
doing this, more so than at any point in his life, as a freelance figure, a Marx-
ist maverick. His impossiblism had many critics, even at the height of his
influence in the SPC, and it has not worn well over the decades. With the
Bolshevik Revolution and the embrace of Leninism by a new generation of
revolutionary socialists, Kingsley could be relegated to the antiquated ranks
of those embracing all manner of left-wing disorders, perhaps unfairly so.
A new era of disciplined party building, animated by appreciations of the
necessity of united front activities and boring from within the established
defensive institutions of the working class, had arrived. In order to take the
class struggle to higher levels of possibility in the protracted war waged to
defeat capitalism, the Communists of the 1920s challenged the Marxism of
the late nineteenth century within which Kingsley came of age as an agitator.”
When the intransigent impossiblist died, in December 1929, the collapse of

16 palmer, James P. Cannon, 169.

7 See, for instance, John Manley, “Moscow Rules’? ‘Red Unionism’ and ‘Class

against Class’ in Britain, Canada, and the United States,” Labour/Le Travail
56 (Fall 2005): 9—50.
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capitalism during the Great Depression was imminent. Kingsley’s power-
ful voice, relentless in its attack on the profit system in the years between
1900 and 1920, would be heard only faintly, echoing in the reminiscences
of other old men and a few stalwart women, most of whom were outside of
the Communist Party that would be regarded as hegemonic on the far left.

Benjamin Isitt and Ravi Malhotra, buttressed by a team of research-
ers, have done much to bring this intrepid voice back to us. Their deeply
researched political biography of Kingsley, Able to Lead: Disablement, Rad-
icalism, and the Political Life of E. T. Kingsley, is now complemented by this
collection—a partial but nonetheless extensive compilation of the “old man”
of Canadian Marxism’s writings and reports on his speeches. It reveals a
politics of uncompromising anti-capitalism that, for all its deficiencies and
blind spots, is an invaluable reminder that socialism’s making is necessarily
about capitalism’s undoing. Kingsley’s entire political life turned on this
fundamental insight, and when he died, aged seventy-three and essentially
alone and largely forgotten, he had lived his life as a working-class revo-
lutionary. His legacy to us is his insistent insight that capitalism was, by
the turn of the twentieth century, long past its best-before date.

Kingsley’s refusal to countenance any thought that capitalism should con-
tinue must echo in our own refusals more than a century later. In a speech
delivered in Victoria in 1919, entitled simply “The Machine,” Kingsley spoke
words that resonate with us still. “The hour is drawing nigh when calamity
will be upon us,” he thundered, “and all of you will be well advised to make
all possible preparation to meet the situation. If you do not make a move,
the horror which I dread so much will descend upon us without intelligent
preparation. I see nothing but disorder, bloodshed, misery, suffering, and
starvation awaiting”*® How different are things today?

Bryan D. Palmer

8 “Federated Labor Party,’ Semi-Weekly Tribune, 8 May 1919, 1.
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INTRODUCTION

Re-evaluating the British
Columbia School of Socialism

E. T. Kingsley, Disablement, and the
“Impossiblist” Challenge to Industrial
Capitalism in Western Canada

Largely forgotten today but once a household name on Canada’s Pacific
Coast, Eugene Thornton Kingsley (1856—1929) was one of the most influ-
ential physically disabled intellectuals of the left in North American
history—the leading theoretician of the political tendency that historian
Ross McCormack described as the “British Columbia school” of socialism
during the turbulent period leading up to the First World War.! While his
contribution to socialist theory may have been more modest than that of
international luminaries of his era, such as Rosa Luxemburg and Vladimir
Lenin, Kingsley’s contribution to the development of socialist thought and
socialist organization in western Canada was significant and influenced the
political trajectory of the country over the century that followed.

The story of this American-born radical and double amputee who mobil-
ized socialist forces along the Pacific Coast reveals a distinct and compelling
contribution to the political life of Canada and the United States during the
era of capitalist consolidation at the turn of the twentieth century. Variously
described by socialist comrades as the “Old Man” or the “Old War Horse,” by
the bourgeois press as “the legless wonder of Social Economics,” by Canada’s
chief wartime press censor as “an out-and-out red Bolshevik Socialist of

! Please note that we use the term “disabled people” rather than “people
with disabilities” throughout this book as a reflection of our commitment to
disability rights. McCormack, Reformers, Rebels, and Revolutionaries, 70.
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pronounced literary capacity and unquestionably one of the most dangerous
men in Canada,” and by the Winnipeg labour press as “the best exponent of
scientific Socialism on the American continent,” Kingsley described himself
in the frontispiece to his magnum opus, The Genesis and Evolution of Slavery
(1916) (reproduced in Part Three of this anthology), as “an uncompromising
enemy of class rule and class robbery

Bill Pritchard, the lead defendant in the Winnipeg General Strike trials
and a comrade of Kingsley’s who met the “Old Man” the day he arrived
in Vancouver from England in May 1911, described Kingsley’s oratorical
approach: “He was very forceful—a very forceful fellow. That was his
line—simple propaganda laced with these similes of his. They’d come out
quick, right in the middle of things. There'd always be a good crowd when
he spoke in those early days.”> Another comrade, Dorothy Gretchen Steeves
(whose political activism began just after Kingsley’s death), noted, “There
was the old maestro, E. T. Kingsley, a man who had had both legs amputated
in a railway accident, who delighted his hearers as he analysed capitalism
with biting, excoriating acid on his tongue* As a correspondent to the West-
ern Clarion suggested in a letter in 1910, defending Kingsley against attacks
from his critics, “The movement today in Canada is the result of one man’s
interpretation of Marx. He nursed a child that has grown independent of any
man or set of men”> Another correspondent, writing in the final days of the
First World War after attending one of Kingsley’s speeches, suggested that
Kingsley “said more in one hour than all the so-called statesmen of Canada
did since the days of Confederation”®

“Political Notes of Interest,” Victoria Daily Colonist, 24 Sept. 1903, 6; Colonel
Ernest J. Chambers (Chief Press Censor) to A. A. MacLean (Comptroller,
RNWMP), 2 Apr. 1919, file 279—1, “The Red Flag / The Soviet,” vol. 602,
Office of the Chief Press Censor Files, Record Group 6, Department of the
Secretary of State Fonds, Library and Archives Canada (hereafter cited as
RG 6, Secretary of State fonds, LAC); “Socialism,” The Voice (Winnipeg),

22 May 1908, 3; Kingsley, Genesis and Evolution of Slavery.

W. A. Pritchard, interview by A. Ross McCormack, 16 Aug. 1971, Vancouver,
acc. no. To225, tape “No. 1, Track No. 1,” BC Archives.

* Dorothy G. Steeves, The Compassionate Rebel: Ernest Winch and the Growth
of Socialism in Western Canada (Vancouver: Boag Foundation, 1977), 14.

“Kingsley, McKenzie and Co.,” Western Clarion, 11 June 1910, 2.

Jack Dennis, “Letter to the Editor,” Federationist, 1 Nov. 1918, 6.

4 Introduction

https://doi.org/10.15215/aupress/978177829004.6.01



Born in antebellum upstate New York in 1856, Kingsley became radical-
ized while recovering from a railway accident in Spring Gulch, Montana, in
1890 that resulted in the loss of his legs. Newly divorced and now a soapbox
speaker for the notoriously doctrinaire Daniel De Leon’s Socialist Labor
Party (SLP) in San Francisco, Kingsley embarked on a thirty-year political
odyssey that would see him run for the US House of Representatives twice,
in 1896 and 1898, break with De Leon while maintaining much of the socialist
teachings he learned there, and eventually co-found the Socialist Party of
Canada (SPC) in British Columbia in 1904. His level of political activism
only increased after he crossed to “this side of the line” in 1902. Originally
recruited on a temporary propaganda assignment by Vancouver Island coal
miners, Kingsley ended up staying in Canada permanently. He ran three
times for the British Columbia legislature and another three times for the
Canadian House of Commons. In October 1914, after a decade at the helm
of the SPC, Kingsley had an abrupt falling out with the party, after publish-
ing an editorial titled “The Affirmation of ‘German Culture” in the Western
Clarion. His socialist comrades viewed Kingsley’s column as succumbing to
the same national chauvinism that had caused the Second International
to implode at the outbreak of the First World War. Notwithstanding this
break from the party he had founded, nurtured, and led, Kingsley remained
politically active in the years that followed, attracting the attention of Can-
ada’s chief press censor and the nascent Royal Canadian Mounted Police by
the end of the war.

Throughout this frenetic level of activity, Kingsley articulated a distinct-
ive writing style that never pulled punches in denouncing the exploitation
of wage slaves by the capitalist class in the most polemical terms possible.
Equally importantly, Kingsley founded and led the British Columbia school
of socialism, which stressed the impossibility of uplifting the working class
through incremental reforms. In contrast to modern-day social democrats,
this impossiblist perspective viewed capitalism as a system that could not
be reformed. Elections were intended primarily as a means to educate the
public about the evils of capitalist wage exploitation.

A century later, as the limitations of the capitalist structuring of
human relations continues to be exposed in the twenty-first century—in
the context of the climate and ecological crises, the ongoing scourge
of poverty and insecurity for billions in the midst of fabulous wealth
for a few, the COVID-19 pandemic, and the rising spectre of fascism
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in Canada and other lands—we believe there is value in revisiting and
resuscitating the intellectual contribution of E. T. Kingsley and the British
Columbia school.

E. T. Kingsley: A Biographical Sketch

On 15 October 1890, Eugene T. Kingsley’s life changed dramatically and
irrevocably. The political trajectory of the North American working class
would change as well, even if Kingsley was not cognizant of his destiny. He
was working as a brakeman on the Northern Pacific’s remote Spring Gulch
railway line in rural Montana, which had just been admitted to the Union
as a state in November 1889.” This was sparsely populated frontier country,
and the Northern Pacific transcontinental line had only been completed
through Helena in 1883.* Kingsley, nearly thirty-four and a married father
of two young boys, was injured when he fell between two moving cars. He
had set the brake after being directed to ride upon flat cars to slow them
down. Unfortunately, a defective draw bar caused the train cars to separate
by about five feet. As it was night, Kingsley did not realize the cars had
separated until it was too late and he was run over by the train after falling
between the cars, causing severe injury to his legs.® He was rushed to the
Northern Pacific Railroad hospital in Missoula, Montana, where his left leg

7 On the struggle of achieving statehood, see Dave Walter, “The Right Kind of

Nail: Reactions to J. K. Toole’s Montana Statehood Speech,” Montana: The
Magazine of Western History 37, no. 4 (Autumn 1987): 46—57.

William L. Lang, “Corporate Point Men and the Creation of the Montana
Central Railroad, 1882-87,” Great Plains Quarterly 10 (Summer 1990):

152. Pockets of Montana would eventually embrace the reform socialism
advocated by the Socialist Party of America. On growth of the Socialist
Party in Anaconda, Montana, after 1902, see Jerry Calvert, “The Rise and Fall
of Socialism in a Company Town, 1902—1905,” Montana: The Magazine of
Western History 36, no. 4 (Autumn 1986): 2—13.

“Heavy Damages Demanded for Serious Injury,” St. Paul Daily Globe,

9 Sept. 1891, 8; “Eugene T. Kingsley,” Manitoba Daily Free Press (Winnipeg),
11 Sept. 1891, 6. Thanks also to Professor Mark Aldrich of Smith College for
his technical insight on drawbars. Aldrich, personal correspondence with
Malhotra, 24 May 2013.
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had to be amputated between the knee and hip and the right leg between
the ankle and knee.”

During his recuperation in the Missoula hospital, Kingsley began to read
Karl Marx. Parallels between his own life circumstances and the dangers
of capitalism may have propelled the man toward the left, but evidence to
illuminate details of his political awakening is unfortunately scarce. What
we do know is that Kingsley soon became an active member of the SLP,
led by Curacao-born immigrant Daniel De Leon." Known for their rigid
“impossiblist” politics and relentless opposition to the capitalist system,
the De Leonists had a pronounced influence on Kingsley’s political outlook
and conceptual universe. Kingsley was soon engaged in public speaking on
the street corners of San Francisco, where he had migrated after growing
estranged from his family. In due course, he became a party organizer and
ran for the US House of Representatives on the SLP ticket in 1896 and 1898.
His meandering personal and political path would take him first to Seattle,
where he became active in the Revolutionary Socialist League (RSL), then
Vancouver Island in 1902, and finally Vancouver, where he became a founder
and leader of the Socialist Party of Canada, running three times for the
federal House of Commons and three times for the Legislative Assembly
of British Columbia. One of the most prominent socialist intellectuals and
organizers of his day, Kingsley’s life story merits scholarly attention beyond
the fleeting glimpses it has been accorded to date.

We hope that this collection of Kingsley’s writings and speeches serves
to rectify this omission, illuminating the contribution of Kingsley and the
British Columbia school of socialism as well as the tenacious capacity of
disabled people to rise above adversity and demonstrate an ability to lead. We
acknowledge and appreciate the financial contribution of the Social Sciences

“Eugene T. Kingsley,” Manitoba Daily Free Press, 11 Sept. 1891, 6; “Eugene
Kingsley,” Little Falls Transcript, 10 Apr. 1891, 3. Thus, Malhotra was wrong
to state in an earlier article on Kingsley that his hospitalization was in
Oakland, California. See Ravi Malhotra, “Electioneering and Activism at
the Turn of the Century and the Politics of Disablement: The Legacy of E. T.
Kingsley (1856—1929)," Review of Disability Studies 7, no. 3—4. (2011): 34.

' For a biographical study of De Leon, see L. Glen Seretan, Daniel De Leon:

The Odyssey of an American Marxist (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 1979).
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and Humanities Research Council of Canada, as well as the contributions
made to the project by a number of research assistants and archivists.

Kingsley’s Intellectual and Political Universe

How might one situate Kingsley’s ideas within the constellation of early
twentieth-century socialist thought? Prior to 1917, the ontological categories
of what constituted socialism did not have the same valences as the com-
monly understood distinctions between social democracy and Stalinism. The
political program that Kingsley championed is uncompromisingly radical.
While historians have largely ignored or caricatured the legacy of the SPC,
the hitherto lost writings and speeches in this volume portray a political
position situated to the left of the social democratic current embodied in the
Second International prior to the First World War. In many ways, Kingsley’s
views and those of the British Columbia school were more closely aligned
with Marx’s First International than they were with later socialist formations.
One might argue that the SPC’s politics, of which Kingsley was a leading
exponent, signalled an early attempt to grapple with the contradiction iden-
tified by the legendary socialist Rosa Luxemburg. On the one hand, political
demands raised by trade unions and social democratic parties are seen as
preparing working-class people to take power and control their own des-
tiny. A failure to intervene in the day-to-day class struggle could isolate a
socialist movement that ignored this tactical arsenal on grounds of revolu-
tionary orthodoxy. On the other hand, the political impact of successfully
winning reforms such as minimum wages, hospital insurance, or workers’
compensation is often that of dampening the class struggle and increasing
the hegemonic power of the bourgeoisie and its state.™

This conundrum was later addressed by revolutionary militants such
as Leon Trotsky, who formulated the Transitional Program that posed a
series of demands that deepen the class struggle and make socialist organ-
ization and its challenge to the state more viable.” Paul Le Blanc usefully
notes that the Transitional Program encompasses three types of demands:

> Duncan Hallas, “Do We Support Reformist Demands?;” International Social-

ism 1st ser., 56 (Jan. 1973), accessed 16 June 2021, https://www.marxists.org/
archive/hallas/works/1973/01/reform.htm.

3 Hallas, “Reformist Demands’”

8 Introduction

https://doi.org/10.15215/aupress/978177829004.6.01


https://www.marxists.org/archive/hallas/works/1973/01/reform.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/hallas/works/1973/01/reform.htm

(1) immediate demands concerned with defending living standards and
working conditions; (2) democratic demands relating to freedom of expres-
sion, legal equality, and the right to self-determination; and (3) transitional
demands that have support among the working classes but cannot be
implemented without seriously disrupting capitalist accumulation.* Due
to Kingsley’s emphasis on educating workers to fight to destroy capital-
ism in one fell swoop, the notion of transitional demands is unlikely to
have appealed to him. Nonetheless, while seen as overly simplistic today,
Kingsley’s thought contains an earnest desire for uncompromising social
transformation that is admirable. To probe this further requires an examin-
ation of Kingsley’s political antecedents.

American socialist Daniel De Leon was undoubtedly a major theoretical
influence on Kingsley. This should come as no surprise, as Kingsley was the
California State Organizer for the De Leonist SLP in the 1890s. De Leon, in
an 1896 address at Boston’s Wells’ Memorial Hall, outlined his understanding
of socialism. He argued that a central distinction between reformist social-
ism and the revolutionary socialism to which he ascribed was the centrality
of organization. He stated that individual freedom goes hand in hand with
collective freedom and that socialist organization was key to realizing this
objective.” This line of socialist thought helps to explain Kingsley’s lifelong
commitment to building a centralized, organized political party, rather
than adhering to more spontaneous formations such as the One Big Union
movement, which galvanized Canadian workers in the aftermath of the First
World War. De Leon also placed importance on fostering a militant minority
capable of carrying forward the struggle of the masses.” Finally, as Frank
Girard and Ben Perry note, De Leon grew increasingly skeptical of unions,
which he saw as reformist organizations that distracted workers from the
goal of overthrowing capitalism and creating a socialist commonwealth.”

4 Paul Le Blanc, From Marx to Gramsci: A Reader in Revolutionary Marxist

Politics (Amherst, NY: Humanity Books, 1996), 73—74.

> Daniel De Leon, “Reform or Revolution?” (address delivered at Wells’

Memorial Hall, Boston, 26 Jan. 1896), accessed 16 June 2021, http://www
.deleonism.org/ror.htm.

16 De Leon, “Reform or Revolution?”

7 Frank Girard and Ben Perry, The Socialist Labor Party 1876—1991: A Short
History (Philadelphia: Livra Books, 1993), 19—20.
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Kingsley’s unusually dismissive attitude regarding the futility of trade unions
may be attributed to some degree to his tutelage at the feet of De Leon.
Other impossiblist political formations influenced by De Leon—including
the doctrinaire Socialist Party of Great Britain, whose origins may be traced
back to 1904 when it set out its Object and Declaration of Principles—have
espoused similar ideas to this very day.”® Ultimately, Kingsley’s SPC pursued
a dual approach, using elections to create publicity for the party while also
emphasizing the importance of workers’ struggles on the ground.

In contrast, Lenin famously criticized impossiblism in his noted work
“Left-Wing” Communism: An Infantile Disorder, which set out to consider
the international relevance of the successful Bolshevik Revolution. Writing
in 1920, Lenin argued that participation in parliamentary bodies was vital
given the state of class consciousness and that socialists had to consider the
overall state of working-class consciousness, not simply the ideas held by
the most militant workers.” With respect to the particular situation in Brit-
ain, Lenin convinced many De Leonists in the SLP and other socialist parties
active in Britain to ultimately join what became the Communist Party and to
engage in contestation in Parliament. Where the British De Leonists lacked
a strategic approach and tended to improvise tactics on a case-by-case basis,
Lenin offered a more dynamic approach for socialists to emulate based on
the Russian experience.>® Despite Kingsley’s own personal trajectory to the
Federated Labor Party (FLP), this was also the path followed by many mem-
bers of the SPC into the Communist Party of Canada, suggesting that there
were in fact certain key affinities between Leninism and impossiblism, such
as a focus on militancy and a dismissal of reformism.*

8 See Stephen Coleman, “Impossibilism,” in Non-Market Socialism in the

Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries, ed. Maximilien Rubel and John Crump
(New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 1987), 83—103.

V. 1. Lenin, “Should We Participate in Bourgeois Parliaments?,” in “Left-

Wing” Communism: An Infantile Disorder (1920), accessed 16 June 2021,
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1920/lwc/cho7.htm.

> Lenin, “Should We Participate”; Edwin A. Roberts, The Anglo-Marxists: A
Study in Ideology and Culture (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 1997),
42—44.

21

Roberts, Anglo-Marxists, 40.
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Interrogating Kingsley’s “Impossiblism”

E. T. Kingsley was the most prominent figure in the formative phase of the
Socialist Party of Canada and the prewar Canadian left—the party’s “real
founder” and leader of “the British Columbia school” of socialism, according
to Ross McCormack.” His ideas extended beyond the western hemisphere,
as evidenced in dozens of articles in the Australian labour press between the
1910s and 1940s expounding his Marxian perspective (a portion of which are
reproduced in this volume).? But Kingsley’s contribution has hitherto been

** McKay, Reasoning Otherwise, 518; McCormack, Reformers, Rebels, and Revo-

lutionaries, 60, 70. See also Ian McKay, Rebels, Reds, Radicals: Rethinking
Canada’s Left History (Toronto: Between the Lines, 2005).

*3 Most of the dozens of references to Kingsley’s work in the Australian labour
press consist of excerpts and quotations from The Genesis and Evolution of
Slavery (1916) and articles from the Labor Star in 1919. However, Australian
labour newspapers also published complete articles by Kingsley, for example,
“How Capitalism Gets Rich Quick,” Australian Worker, 26 Dec. 1918, 17;
“The Pleasing Hallucinations of Wealth,” Australian Worker, 30 Jan. 1919,

15; “Gold—The Sacred Ikon of Payment,” Australian Worker, 13 Feb. 1919, 15;
“An International Madhouse,” Australian Worker, 22 May 1919, 15; “Capitalist
Civilization,” Australian Worker, 24 July 1919, 21; “The Financial Problem,
Australian Worker, 24, Apr. 1919, 5. There were also reports reproduced from
Kingsley’s speeches as originally published in the Federationist, for example,
Kingsley’s talk of 21 March 1920 in Vancouver on the Paris Commune; see
“Paris Commune;” Worker (Brisbane), 22 July 1920, 22, originally published
as “Kingsley on the Commune,” Federationist, 26 Mar. 1920, 4. A number

of references in the Australian labour press appear to have originated from
excerpts from The Genesis and Evolution of Slavery published in the Sydney
International Socialist in 1917, subsequently reproduced in abbreviated
from in the Adelaide Daily Herald in 1918, and then printed in the Darwin
Northern Standard in the late 1920s and the Brisbane Worker in nine issues
between 1927 and 1943. The following quotation was also reproduced in

the Adelaide, Darwin, and Brisbane newspapers: “Slavery, which consists

of serving masters for masters’ profits, exists just as truly to-day as it did

in the old times of the chattel slaves, and every war, from the earliest to the
present, has arisen from quarrels between masters over plunder accruing
from the robbing of slaves” See “The Evolution of the Slave,” Sydney Inter-
national Socialist, 14 July 1917, 1; “Socialist Shots,” Adelaide Daily Herald,

8 Feb. 1918, 5; Brisbane Worker, 5 Jan. 1927, 5 Sept. 1928, 31 Aug. 1932, 20 Dec.
1933, 12 Feb. 1935, 9 Feb. 1937, 19 July 1938, 5 Nov. 1940, 15 Feb. 1943; Darwin
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touched on only in passing, never explored at length. When he is mentioned
in the scholarly literature at all, he usually appears briefly in caricature form,
his name cited abruptly and dismissively as a synonym for, and personifi-
cation of, the “impossiblist” strain of BC socialism—the commitment to
“one-plank” Marxism, “abolition of the wage system,” and strident opposition
to “palliative measures,” reforms that would pacify workers and prolong
capitalism’s inevitable collapse, postponing the transition to socialism. There
is frequently a heavy tone of derision in the prevailing scholarly treatment
of Kingsley (with a few exceptions, such as in the work of Dorothy Steeves
and Ross McCormack), dismissing impossiblism as hopelessly naive, elit-
ist, and otherworldly.>* Political scientist Paul Fox, for example, takes issue
with unnamed members of the SPC “who conducted its affairs as if it were
a semi-private club of Marxist philosophers,” identifying a “puritanical

Northern Standard, 27 Nov. 1928, 14 Dec. 1928. For additional excerpts and
quotes from The Genesis and Evolution of Slavery (1916) and other works,
see “Wayside Notes,” Labor Call (Melbourne), 20 Sept. 1917, 8; “Here and
There,” Brisbane Daily Standard, 29 Sept. 1917, 6; “Slaves,” All Grades Advo-
cate (Sydney), 15 Nov. 1917, 3; Untitled, Westralian Worker (Perth), 15 Feb.
1918, 8; “The Perplexing Problem of Wealth,” Australian Worker, 17 Apr.
1919, 6; “Faced with Disaster,” Australian Worker, 17 Apr. 1919, 16; “Free-
dom’s Dawn,” Australian Worker, 17 Apr. 1919, 17; “The Financial Problem,”
Australian Worker, 24 Apr. 1919, 5; “Faced with Disaster;” Brisbane Daily
Standard, 1 May 1919, 3; “The Collapse of Capitalism,” Australian Worker
(Sydney), 8 May 1919, 15; “Labor Alone Produces,” Australian Worker, 23 July
1924, 17; Untitled excerpt, Labor Call (Melbourne), 4 Oct. 1928, 5; Untitled,
The Advocate (Burnie, Tasmania), 12 Mar. 1930, 8; “Labor Alone,” Sydney
Labor Daily, 22 Mar. 1930, 8; “Points for Propagandists,” Brisbane Worker,
27 May 1931, 1; Untitled excerpt, Sydney Labor Daily, 8 Oct. 1932, 9; Untitled
excerpt, Brisbane Worker, 14 Dec. 1942, 3; “Labor Alone,” Australian Worker
(Sydney), 23 Feb. 1944, 7.
>4 See Steeves, Compassionate Rebel, 14; McCormack, Reformers, Rebels, and
Revolutionaries, 26—34, 60—61, 70; A. Ross McCormack, “The Emergence
of the Socialist Movement in British Columbia,” BC Studies, no. 21 (Spring
1974): 15—27; see also Sunit Sarvraj Singh, “Echoes of Freedom: Radical
Indian Thought and International Socialism, 1905—-1920” (PhD diss., Univer-
sity of Chicago, 2018), 172, 175—76. For the more typical scholarly treatment
of Kingsley, see Carlos A. Schwantes, Radical Heritage: Labor, Socialism and
Reform in Washington and British Columbia, 1885-1917 (Seattle: University
of Washington Press, 1979), 110—11, 180.
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obsession” and “a distinct element of intellectual snobbishness and arro-
gance amongst the brilliant leaders” who had no interest in forming a mass
party (an outcome they achieved, according to Fox, by imposing an exam-
ination on scientific socialism on applicants for membership).* The SPC’s
decision to not affiliate with the Second International, on grounds that it
was too heavily influenced by reformism, is also cited as exemplifying the
party’s doctrinaire, otherworldly character. Other developments that Fox
highlights include the expulsion of MLA Parker Williams and the suspension
of founding member Ernest Burns, the catalyst for the 1907 split that resulted
in the formation of the Social Democratic Party of Canada (SDPC).>

The scholarly focus on Kingsley’s “impossiblism” and dogmatism cer-
tainly has an evidentiary foundation in his speeches, published writings,
and record of activism within the SPC and other left parties. Indeed, Kings-
ley’s contemporary and comrade D. G. McKenzie observed half-jokingly
that “since Marx died nobody was capable of throwing light on [economic]
matters except the editor of the Clarion, whoever we may happen to be”
A key factor that previous scholars appear to have missed, however, is the
centrality of irony, humour, sarcasm, and hyperbole in Kingsley’s rhetorical
and polemical style. This style was central to his public speeches and pub-
lished writings and would become a defining element in his persona within
the party and among the broader public in British Columbia and Canada.
His style included outlandish barbs against audience members (whom he
frequently referred to as “slaves”), cutting similes that would leave opponents

5 Fox, “Early Socialism in Canada,” 95. For a familiarly fleeting and dismissive

treatment of “doctrinaire socialists,” see also George R. Taft, “Socialism

in North America: The Case of British Columbia and Washington State,
1900-1960” (PhD diss., Simon Fraser University, 1983), 315—17, 331-32, 397,
402, and references to Kingsley at 373 and 375; Notes of interviews with John
Harrington and Wallace Lefeaux, c. 1961, by Paul Fox, in “Herrington [sic]
Vancouver—1 Notes,” folder 37, and “Lefeaux Notes—1,” folder 43, box 10A,
“Transcripts of taped interviews for CBC broadcast: Socialism in Canada,
1961, Woodsworth Memorial Collection, University of Toronto Thomas
Fisher Rare Book Library.

26 Fox, “Early Socialism in Canada,’ 96. See also McKay, Reasoning Otherwise,

161—64.

> Western Clarion, 20 Feb. 1909, as cited in McCormack, Reformers, Rebels,

and Revolutionaries, 70.
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speechless, and self-deprecating humour relating to his baldness and other
qualities (though, importantly, never relating to his impairment as a double
amputee). Kingsley himself acknowledged this rhetorical style, admitting at a
socialist meeting in Nelson, BC, in 1906 that he had been accused of having
a “nasty tongue,” conceding that “the charge was true” while explaining that
“he had acquired it while working for wages and he intended to keep on
using it as long as the wage system lasts”*® A socialist in Fernie, BC, looked
forward to being reacquainted with that “cheery old grouser” Kingsley prior
to a 1908 convention.*

Working-class audiences in prewar British Columbia and Canada, fam-
iliar with Kingsley’s style, would have taken his words with a proverbially
healthy grain of salt, looking to the underlying meanings of the issues he
was raising while appreciating the lightheartedness, audacity, and fun
he brought to the examination of serious social questions, which likely
seemed patently absurd. “Kingsley yet stirs in his hearers the very emotions
he affects to condemn,” a correspondent noted after hearing Kingsley speak
in Vancouver in 1903. “Shame, anger, self-contempt and sudden hope, chase
each other around the diaphragms of the men who listen to his scathing
words, and a rising sense of conscious power makes them long to get their
hands on the ballot”** This connection between Kingsley’s rhetorical wit and
the intellectual depth of his political analysis was recognized by contem-
poraries who did not share his uncompromising beliefs. Grace Maclnnis,
daughter of Co-operative Commonwealth Federation (CCF) founder J. S.
Woodsworth and hardly a member of the Marxian left in British Columbia,
recalled a half century later (on the eve of her re-election as the lone woman
in the House of Commons in 1968) that Kingsley had been a “particular idol”
of her deceased husband, former CCF MP Angus Maclnnis, “because of his
incisive wit and his intellectual abilities”*

An example of Kingsley’s supposed intellectual arrogance, emblematic of
the attitude of a layer of SPC leaders, is cited by Ian McKay in his work on the

28 “Socialists Meet,” Daily Canadian (Nelson), 8 Oct. 1906, 1.

9 “Socialists Meet in Fernie;” Fernie District Ledger, 2 May 1908, 6.

30

“E. T. Kingsley’s Rousing Meetings,” Western Clarion, 31 July 1903, 4.

31 Grace Maclnnis, interview (presumably by Richard Stuart), 9 Jan. 1968, as

cited in Richard G. Stuart, “The Early Political Career of Angus Maclnnis”
(MA thesis, University of British Columbia, 1967), 233, 14.
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early Canadian left, Reasoning Otherwise (2008). Writing in the Clarion in
August 1908, on his way home from a propaganda tour across the continent,
Kingsley declared, “Along the north shore of Lake Superior it is rock and
muskeg, a combination shunned by every animal in the category, except that
brilliant specimen, the wage-slave, who would cheerfully go to hell itself if its
brimstone deposits could be used as a means of squeezing a little profit out
of his foul carcass for his capitalist masters.”*> A literal reading of this passage
leads McKay to conclude, like many other scholars before him, that the SPC
“sheltered a number of hard-core individualists, self-made mavericks who
prided themselves on their freedom to decide on a whole spectrum of issues.
They were possessed not only of themselves but also of a substantial cultural
capital attesting to their individual attainments. The SPC thus mirrored basic
elements of the liberal order it was sworn to critique

We do not reject the proposition that the SPC—Ilike socialist groups the
world over—probably included a disproportionate share of individualists and
mavericks, being as it was a primary locus for dissent in the prewar era. We
also accept that these qualities of individualism, which Kingsley possessed,
were part of the cultural fabric of an order that he was pledged to destroy.
However, we believe that a more nuanced approach is warranted, both to
properly illuminate Kingsley’s life and contribution and to provide for an
accurate understanding of the dynamics, motivations, and development of
the early Canadian left.

The scholarly trend toward derision and caricature of Kingsley impedes,
in our view, a rigorous analysis and critical appreciation of his approach to
the complex issues that he and other Socialists confronted in the opening
decades of the twentieth century. We therefore aim to avoid the common
approach of conflating Kingsley’s entire contribution into a simplistic
“impossiblist” and “doctrinaire” box, favouring instead a more nuanced
look at his speeches, writings, and activism around specific issues—without
ignoring patterns that potentially emerge in his words and deeds.

Another aspect of Kingsley’s political thought is worthy of mention. Fox
and others have characterized Kingsley’s “impossiblism” as being hopelessly
unrealistic, even elitist and unhelpful, by undermining efforts to improve

32 “Notes by the Way,” Western Clarion, 15 Aug. 1908, cited in McKay, Reason-
ing Otherwise, 162.

33 McKay, Reasoning Otherwise, 164.
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conditions for workers in the near term either through trade union bar-
gaining or through legislative changes and state programs. But we would
put forward an alternate interpretation. Kingsley’s unwavering focus on the
“one-plank” Marxist demand of overthrowing the capitalist system can be
interpreted as extraordinarily hopeful and optimistic. In the face of sharp
opposition within every organization to which he belonged, from the Great
Panic of the 1890s in the western United States to the period of “capital-
ist consolidation” in the 1920s in British Columbia, Kingsley refused to
accept that capitalism was the natural order of human relations. He displayed
an enduring, unwavering optimism in the capacity of working-class people to
transform their social relations of life and work by ending the economic and
political primacy of private property. The political objective of “conquering
the public powers, for the purpose of setting up, and enforcing the economic
program of the working class”—which traced its lineage to the revolution-
ary turn of American socialists at the 1901 convention that gave birth to
the Socialist Party of America—would be incorporated under Kingsley’s
leadership into the political platforms of the Revolutionary Socialist Party
of Canada (RSPC), the Socialist Party of British Columbia (SPBC), and the
Socialist Party of Canada.** Kingsley’s fundamental hope in the possibility
of the socialist transformation of human society was evident in his first
speech in Vancouver after the bloody suppression of the Winnipeg General
Strike and police raids against his comrades that ended sympathetic strikes
in Vancouver and other cities: “Nothing except temporary gains . .. had ever
been won by the workers in a fight for better conditions,” Kingsley declared,
asserting that the only lasting solution available to the working class was
“[plolitical action . . . to strip the ruling class of power.’ss

34 See “Platform of the Revolutionary Socialist Party of Canada” and “A New
Socialist Party;” Seattle Socialist, 18 May 1902, 4; “Second Annual Conven-
tion of the BC Socialist Party,” Western Socialist, 11 Oct. 1902, 1; “Socialist
Platform,” Phoenix Pioneer, 25 Oct. 1902, 2; “BC Socialist Party Platform,’
Western Socialist, 17 Jan. 1903, 4; “Platform of the Socialist Party of
BC,” Western Clarion, 11 Sept. 1903, 3; “Report of the Proceedings,’
Western Clarion, 28 Jan. 1905, 2—4; “Socialism Spreading,” Victoria Daily
Colonist, 5 Jan. 1905, 5; “Platform—Socialist Party of Canada,” Western
Clarion, 20 Feb. 1909, 4.

35 “Kingsley Makes Good Points,” Federationist, 18 July 1919, 2.
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The transition from the “humane sentimentalism” of earlier socialist
groups to the “aggressive materialism” of the SPC was examined in a retro-
spective article in the Western Clarion a decade earlier, in the midst of the
1907 provincial election campaign. Foreshadowing political realignments
that would occur in British Columbia a half century later—and that persist
to the present day—the Clarion observed, “Signs are not lacking upon the
horizon to show that the old Liberal and Conservative gangs of capitalist
political humbugs will be forced in the near future, especially in British
Columbia, to throw aside their pretense of enmity and unite against the
advancing host3* While Kingsley’s SPC never approached political power, its
concentrated electoral base in mining districts and its sustained propaganda
efforts more broadly throughout the province would have a lasting impact
on the political culture of the working class in British Columbia and beyond.
As his comrade John Sidaway noted in an obituary of Kingsley following his
death in Vancouver in 1929, “His influence as a leader of the Marxian group
in Western Canada was to infect most Labor organizations to a greater or
lesser degree with the class viewpoint. His favorite theme was the struggle
of the slaves through the ages. The Paris Commune of 1871 was a subject
which saw him at his best”

36 “Brief Historical Review” Western Clarion, 12 Jan. 1907, 3.

57 John Sidaway, “Kingsley Led Vanguard in Fight for Workers,” Labor States-
man (Vancouver), 27 Dec. 1929, 5. For some of Kingsley’s speeches on the
Paris Commune, see “Brief Local Times,” Vancouver Daily Province, 19 Mar.
1904, 16; “Commune Anniversary, Western Clarion, 24 Mar. 1906, 4;

“News and Views,” Western Clarion, 9 Mar. 1907, 4; “Last Sunday’s

Meeting,” Western Clarion, 16 Mar. 1907, 4; “Local Items,” Vancouver Daily
Province, 16 Mar. 1909, 20; “E. T. Kingsley Lectures,” Federationist, 27 Mar.
1914, 6; “The Paris Commune and the Bolsheviki,” Federationist, 15 Mar. 1919,
8; “Rulers Would Do Same Thing Again,” Vancouver Daily Sun, 18 Mar. 1918,
2; “Kingsley on Paris Commune,” Federationist, 19 Mar. 1920; “Kingsley

on the Commune,” Federationist, 26 Mar. 1920. For an unsigned editorial in
the Clarion on the subject, see “The Eighteenth of March,” Western Clarion,
19 Mar. 1910, 2.
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Kingsley’s Disablement and Class Location

Kingsley’s approach to socialism, variously described in previous studies as
“extreme,” “doctrinaire,” and “impossiblist,” reflected his life circumstances
as a double amputee, as well as his class location removed from the material
relations and conditions of the wage-earning working class. There is no rec-
ord of Kingsley being employed in what could be described as “ordinary”
wage labour following his fateful service with the Northern Pacific Rail-
road Company up to 1890, beyond an elusive reference to his occupation as
“librarian” in the 1900 US Census for San Jose, California (which could have
referred to employment in a library operated by the SLP).** In his work as an
organizer for the SLP, and in his later work with the Nanaimo Socialist Club,
the SPBC, the SPC, and the FLP, Kingsley earned income, but from entities
that to various extents he led, frequently as a member of the organization’s
governing committee. As a result, his material relations of life and work—and
his relationship to the means of production—were distinct from those of a
wage-earning worker employed in a capitalist industry. This has led McKay
to remark that these “SPC cadres might be described as self-employed men,’
while Mark Leier defines Kingsley and other SPC intellectuals as petit bour-
geois rather than proletarian, having exercised a large degree of control over
their own labour power. “Collective bargaining and reforms to ease rela-
tions between employers and employees [were] equally irrelevant to them,”
Leier suggests.*

Yet it may well be that Kingsley sought out a role as a proprietor as an
innovative form of self-accommodation for his impairments in a British
Columbia that restricted employment opportunities for disabled men. This
seems a common thread from his publishing work in the San Francisco SLP
branch to his fishmonger business in Nanaimo and finally his successful

38 United States, “Twelfth Census of the United States, Schedule No. 1—
Population,” San Jose Ward 2, Santa Clara County, California, 1 June 1900, 1,
enumeration district 66, FHL microfilmi240111, in 1900 United States Fed-
eral Census online database, Ancestry.com, accessed 3 Sept. 2019.

39 McKay, Reasoning Otherwise, 157; Mark Leier, “Workers and Intellectuals:

The Theory of the New Class and Early Canadian Socialism,” in Making
Western Canada: Essays on European Colonization and Settlement, ed.
Catherine Cavanaugh and Jeremy Mouat (Toronto: Garamond, 1996), 144;
originally published in Journal of History and Politics 10 (1992): 98.
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printing business in Vancouver. As the manager dispensing work assign-
ments and overseeing sales and relations with customers, Kingsley would not
have faced the kind of physical pressures that wage labourers experienced
to meet daily Taylorist production standards and that he likely would not
have been able to achieve.* In a patriarchal world where dignity and self-
respect for men was closely tied to remunerated wage labour, Kingsley may
have turned to entrepreneurship as a way of levelling the field in a structur-
ally ableist world.* While one cannot retrospectively say that Kingsley was
consciously articulating entrepreneurship as an explicit strategy to craft
accommodations, he nevertheless clearly was a highly talented man who
wanted to make a contribution. Kingsley’s involvement in private enter-
prise and his distance from the wage-earning working class was a matter for
conjecture when the Victoria Board of Trade met after the First World War
to discuss potential responses to a fiery lecture that Kingsley had delivered
defending the Russian Bolsheviks. Potential responses ranged from the sup-
pression of radical meetings to deportation. During that meeting, a member
of the Board of Trade indicated that he had known Kingsley personally when
he was based in Nanaimo two decades earlier and that Kingsley ran his
business “along the most capitalistic lines” According to the businessman,
Kingsley “went over to the bigger field in Vancouver” and for a long time
“had not done a stroke of real work, although he claimed to be spokesman
for the workingman+*

Regarding his disablement and physical appearance, Kingsley appears to
have passed at times as able-bodied through the use of prosthetic limbs and
a cane. For example, a detailed description of his personal characteristics
by a Vancouver Daily Province reporter in 1908 gave no hint of Kingsley’s
disablement:

4% Sarah F. Rose, “Crippled’ Hands: Disability in Labor and Working-Class
History,” Labor 2, no. 1 (2005): 51. See also Dustin Galer, “Disabled Capital-
ists: Exploring the Intersections of Disability and Identity Formation in the
World of Work,” Disability Studies Quarterly 32, no. 3 (2012), http://dsq-sds
.org/article/view/3277/3122.

4 Galer, “Disabled Capitalists”

42 “Aroused by Speeches Defending Red Guard; Victoria Daily Colonist,

29 Jan. 1919, 11.
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He is a typical American, whose fifteen [sic] years’ residence in Canada
has not spoilt his accent. He speaks in short sentences, and drives
them at his audience with sharp forward jerks of his head. But the
most curious of his mannerisms is the way, when wishing to make a
point, he licks his first finger, for all the world like a baseball pitcher
preparing the famous spit ball. Tall, and inclined to be stout, with keen
small eyes, that seem to be continually raking his audience for possible
hecklers, he is a good speaker with a forceful manner.*

However, Kingsley’s disablement also appears to have been common know-
ledge among many of his Socialist comrades as well as sections of the press
and the public in British Columbia, as evidenced by his description in the
Victoria Colonist in 1903 as “the legless wonder of Social Economics”+
Ronald Grantham, writing a graduate thesis less than fifteen years after
Kingsley’s passing, described him as “a crippled printer”* In an article and
radio address three decades after Kingsley’s death, former SPC member
Roy Devore described his physical appearance: “Due to a railway accident
in his young days Kingsley was minus both feet. But he was a big man, a
250 pounder and his rugged physique coupled with an indomitable will kept
him going. He was a masterly lecturer and deadly debater+

An important side note is Kingsley’s apparent silence on issues relating
to workplace safety, injury, disablement, and compensation. While British
Columbia’s labour unions and socialist parties would advocate consistently
in the first two decades of the twentieth century for laws and programs
to improve safety for workers and provide security for those who had been
injured on the job, Kingsley’s name was never associated with these
efforts in the hundreds of documents we have consulted. For example,
in a speakers’ series hosted by the Vancouver Trades and Labor Council
(VTLC) toward the end of the First World War, it was VTLC president James

43 “If Necessary Let Them Use Clubs,” Vancouver Daily Province, 1 Oct. 1908, 2.

44 “Political Notes of Interest,” Victoria Daily Colonist, 24 Sept. 1903, 6.

4 Ronald Grantham, “Some Aspects of the Socialist Movement in British

Columbia, 1898-1933” (MA thesis, University of British Columbia, 1942), 16.

46 “politicians Out of the Past}” Western Socialist (Vancouver) 26, no. 7 (1959):

9—11, accessed 18 Nov. 2012, http://www.worldsocialism.org/canada/
politicians.out.of.the.past.1959.v26n211.htm.
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McVety, rather than Kingsley, who spoke to the topic “Industrial Accidents
and Workmen’s Compensation”” Kingsley adhered to more familiar ground,
in an address on “Capital, Labor, and the State”” Of course, this may have
related to Kingsley’s strident adherence to “one-plank” Marxism, rejecting
advocacy for workplace safety laws and compensation programs as “pallia-
tive” measures that would only prolong capitalism’s demise. However, given
his personal experience of workplace injury and disablement, it is notable
that Kingsley—the foremost orator and propagandist of British Columbia’s
working-class movement in this era—shunned any association with issues
so immediately connected to his personal experience. This suggests that he
strenuously sought to avoid drawing attention to his disablement, avoiding
advocating on issues that would draw the attention of comrades, the public,
and opponents to his lived reality as a double amputee.*

While Kingsley himself never advocated publicly for workplace safety
measures or programs to help workers who had been injured or disabled on
the job, these themes figured prominently in the Clarion. Especially during
Kingsley’s term as its editor, the paper frequently reported on industrial
accidents in Canada and the United States. Many of these reports included
some sardonic remark about the fact that no capitalists were injured and
suggested that mine explosions, railway accidents, and all manner of other
hazards were inherent to the capitalist system, in which workers’ lives are
expendable.* When twenty-three coal miners were killed in an explosion
in West Virginia in 1905, an unsigned article in the newspaper commented
that the cause of the explosion “was, of course, not due to any negligence of
the company. Such affairs never are as capitalist concerns are proverbially
more zealous in providing for the safety of employes [sic] than in making

47 “Will Discuss Labor Topics,” Federationist, 23 Nov. 1917, 5; “Snapshots of the

City, Vancouver World, 13 Mar. 1918, 9; “Defines Capital—Control of Labor,’
Vancouver Daily Sun, 15 Mar. 1918, 14; “Capital, Labor and State,” Vancouver
World, 15 Mar. 1918, 11.

8 For further elaboration of the ableism Kingsley faced, see Malhotra and Isitt,

Able to Lead, 69.

49 See “Prisoners and Labourers,” Western Clarion, 4 Mar. 1904, 1; Untitled

article, Western Clarion, 17 Nov. 1906, 2; Untitled article, Western Clarion,
8 Dec. 1906, 4; Untitled article, Western Clarion, 11 May 1907, 3; “Labor,’
Western Clarion, 1 June 1907, 4; “The Horrors of Peace,” Western Clarion,
6 Jan. 1912, 1; “Capitalism’s Toll,” Western Clarion, 15 June 1912, 1.
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profit”s° In discussing statistics on the deaths of rail workers involved in the
coupling and uncoupling of cars (a task with which Kingsley was intimately
familiar), another article—also unsigned—noted that the “property loss
was the same” regardless of how many workers died, “as fortunately none
of the cars or engines were injured””s When Canada’s Department of Labour
released figures for industrial accidents in August 1906, showing that 111
workers had been killed and 280 seriously injured, the Clarion commented
bitterly on “Canada’s slave market,” where “lives [were] cheaper than safety
appliancess* “The list of capitalists killed and injured has been omitted,
probably through an oversight,” the paper noted sarcastically.®

The Clarion under Kingsley’s editorship regularly took aim at state offi-
cials’ disregard for workers’ well-being—as, for example, when two miners
were killed in an explosion at the Sullivan Mine near Cranbrook, BC. “The
coroner decided that no inquest was necessary; the paper reported, adding,
“Of course not. Only two working-men killed, anyway”’s* Workplace safety
was also an important legislative preoccupation for prewar Socialists in the
province, with MLAs James Hawthornthwaite and Parker Williams forging
the Workmen’s Compensation Act and revising the Coal Mines Regulation
Act. This likely had more to do with the hazards facing coal miners in Haw-
thornthwaite’s and Williams’s Vancouver Island districts, however, than any
personal intervention on the part of Kingsley.

The Clarion also contained occasional references to disability and dis-
memberment, though none was authored by Kingsley openly. In 1905, the
newspaper carried a report on the death of a Winnipeg worker who had
previously been disabled on account of having his feet frozen. Connecting
a critical analysis of disability to capitalism and organized religion, the

% “Another Mine Explosion,” Western Clarion, 4 Mar. 1905, 1. See also “Gas,

Coal Dust and the Law,” Western Clarion, 16 July 1904, 1; Untitled article,
Western Clarion, 13 May 1905, 1.

' Untitled article, Western Clarion, 4 Aug. 1906, 2.

2 “Outcropping of Canada’s Slave Market,” Western Clarion, 13 Oct. 1906, 4.

See also “Safety Appliances Cost Much Money,” Western Clarion, 16 Mar.
1907, 4.

>3 Untitled article, Western Clarion, 8 Dec. 1906, 4. See also “Covering Up the

Tracks,” Western Clarion, 4 Sept. 1909, 1.

54 Untitled article, Western Clarion, 11 May 1907, 3
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newspaper commented that “[a]ble-bodied men are walking the streets of
Winnipeg by the score, unable to obtain a job; among these the poor cripple
had no chance. It is these conditions that the church helps to perpetuate. The
church must go””s* Years later, in February 1919, in an article in the short-lived
Labor Star, which he edited, Kingsley provided the one published reference
we have found under his byline that explicitly relates to disability. In an
article titled “Reconstruction,” Kingsley made the sharp observation that
“pensions for disabled soldiers, homes and sustenance for cripples . . . will
settle nothing, will change nothing. . . . The slaves will still be slaves, and
the masters will still be masters, in spite of all the ‘reconstruction’ that stops
short of revolution. . .. Though that may smack of ‘Bolshevism’ it may never-
theless be true”s

We know little about Kingsley’s personal life during the quarter cen-
tury that he lived in Vancouver. He appears to have been missed by the
enumerators for the 1911 and 1921 federal censuses, perhaps because he was
out of town on organizing tours for the socialist cause, perhaps because he
avoided the watchful eye of the bourgeois state. City directories beginning
in 1906 list his place of residence at a series of rooming houses in down-
town Vancouver—on West Cordova, Richards, Seymour, Water, and West
Pender Streets, clustered around the offices of the Clarion, the Federation-
ist, and his printing plant at the Flack Building and the Dunsmuir Street
Labour Temple.*” Mirroring the earlier pattern in San Francisco and San Jose,

55 “One Thing and Another]” Western Clarion, 20 May 1905, 3. See also the

Federationist for a June 1914 report on a lecture delivered by J. B. Osborne,
“the blind orator;,” in Vancouver. “Blind Orator to Give Address on Union-
ism,” Federationist, 12 June 1914, 1.

56 “Reconstruction,” Labor Star, 27 Feb. 1919, 1.

57 From 1906 until 1913, Kingsley’s residence is identified in the Vancouver

city directories as a room (#10) at 309 Cordova Street West. Earlier, he
appeared in the 1903 and 1904 directories for Nanaimo as the proprietor of
the Nanaimo Fish Market, with his residence as a boarder at “Dunsmuir”
(presumably, the information for the 1904 Nanaimo directory was gathered
in 1903 prior to Kingsley’s move to Vancouver that autumn). Kingsley is not
listed in the 1904 or 1905 Vancouver city directories. The listings for Kings-
ley for 1906 through 1911 provide the Cordova Street residence as well as his
place of work, in the Flack Block, 163 Hastings Street West. He is missing
from the 1912 directory but the 1913 directory lists him as continuing to live
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Kingsley usually lived within one or two blocks of his workplace—suggesting

a rational adaptation to life as an double amputee by limiting daily travel dis-

tances (as well as hills and stairs). Until 1908, he appears to have ambulated

on wooden legs, before acquiring a pair of more modern prosthetic limbs.5*

He is recorded as being retired in the 1928 city directory and he died on

58

at 309 Cordova West, while the location of his printing business moves to
311 [sic; it was 411] Dunsmuir Street. The 1914 directory lists only his work-
place, in the printshop at the Labour Temple, 411 Dunsmuir St. In 1915, he
is recorded as living in a room at 307 West Pender Street, while his business
listing no longer appears; the Labour Temple at 411 Dunsmuir is now occu-
pied by Cowan & Brookhouse (who purchased the business from Kingsley
to merge with their own operation). There is no record of a business address
for Kingsley after that date. He is not listed in the 1916 and 1917 directories.
In 1918 Kingsley is identified as “editor B C Federationist” and living in a
room at 748 Richards Street, with the Federationist offices in the Labour
Temple at 405 Dunsmuir. Henderson’s 1919 directory shows him living in
aroom at 647 Seymour Avenue, three and a half blocks from the Dunsmuir
Street Labour Temple—the farthest location from the socialist and labour
offices of all the residences we are aware of during his time in Vancouver.
Kingsley is not listed in the 1920 and 1921 city directories published by either
Henderson’s or Wrigley’s (which would merge in 1924). In 1922, he is listed
as a resident at 537 Richards Street. From 1923 until shortly before his death
in 1929, he lived in a room at 110 Water Street, before moving for a final time
to 309 West Pender Street, where he died in December 1929. Beginning in
1928, Kingsley is identified as “retired.” See Henderson’s British Columbia
Gazetteer and Directory (Victoria: Henderson Publishing Company,
1903—4); Henderson’s City of Vancouver Directory, 1906 (Vancouver: Hen-
derson Publishing Company, 1906—9); Henderson's City of Vancouver and
North Vancouver Directory (Vancouver: Henderson Publishing Company,
1910); Henderson'’s Greater Vancouver, New Westminster and Fraser Valley
Directory (Vancouver: Henderson Publishing Company, 1911); Hender-

son’s Greater Vancouver City Directory (Vancouver: Henderson Publishing
Company, 1913—15, 1918—19); Henderson’s Greater Vancouver Directory
(Vancouver: Henderson Publishing Company, 1922—23); Wrigley Henderson
Amalgamated British Columbia Directory (Vancouver: Wrigley Director-
ies Limited, 1924—25); Wrigley’s British Columbia Directory (Vancouver:
Wrigley Directories Limited, 1926—29).

See “Socialists Explain Their Principles,” San Francisco Examiner, 17 Aug.
1896, 4; George Weston Wrigley, “How Working-Class Leaders Travel,
Western Clarion, 12 Sept. 1908, 1.
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his own in December 1929 in his apartment at 309 West Pender Street—one
block from the Clarion’s long-standing headquarters.® There is no record of
any romantic relationship of any sort following his divorce from his wife in
the early 1890s, and he appears to have had little contact with his two sons,
with the exception of a possible 1913 visit with Percy.®® Kingsley appears to
have devoted his life to the socialist cause he had advanced since at least 1894,
apparently forging close friendships with several comrades including socialist
lawyer Wallace Lefeaux, who is recorded as the personal contact on Kings-
ley’s death certificate, and Richard Parmater “Parm” Pettipiece, with whom he
established a long-standing publishing relationship in relation to the Clarion
and, later, the Federationist and Labor Star.* Kingsley also appears to have had
an affinity with Hawthornthwaite, the long-time SPC MLA for Nanaimo. We
can make further inferences about his personal network from the identity of
his business associates, for example, in a Port Alberni timber venture.®

The Collected Works of E. T. Kingsley

This volume contains the only official published version of Kingsley’s pol-
itical thought, including a booklet that he published with Ontario-born
typographer Parm Pettipiece and the Federationist Publishing Company in
1916 entitled The Genesis and Evolution of Slavery: Showing How the Chattel
Slaves of Pagan Times Have Been Transformed into the Capitalist Property
of To-day.®® Originating as an essay in a special Labour Day issue of the

% “Certification of Registration of Death—Eugene Thomas [sic] Kingsley,

13 Dec. 1929, record 23286, vol. 417, GR-2952, BC Archives; Wrigley’s British
Columbia Directory, 1928, 1178. “Labor Pioneer Dies,” Organized Labor (San
Francisco), 18 Jan. 1930, 6.

60 While Linda Kealey suggests that Kingsley’s wife “occasionally took part in

organizing activities in the party,” we have not found evidence that she lived
in British Columbia or maintained contact with Kingsley after the early
1890s. See Linda Kealey, “Canadian Socialism and the Woman Question,
1900-14," Labour/Le Travail 13 (Spring 1984): 88n22.

6 “Certification of Registration of Death—Eugene Thomas [sic] Kingsley”

62 “Petition No. 23—John McLarty, 16 Feb. 1909, and Attorney General’s State-

ment in Reply (Victoria: King’s Printer, 1909), BC Archives.

8 Kingsley, Genesis and Evolution of Slavery. See also Advertisement, Federa-

tionist, 23 Feb. 1917, 4.
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British Columbia Federationist newspaper in September 1916, it was sub-
sequently published in booklet form “in response to widespread demand.”*
Even Kingsley’s erstwhile comrades in the SPC (which he had left following
publication of the editorial “The Affirmation of ‘German Culture,” repro-
duced in Part I of the present volume) acknowledged the value of the work.
Bill Pritchard described Genesis as “short, pungent, very good”*s The Win-
nipeg Voice newspaper suggested the pamphlet cleared up “much that has
long confused, not only the workers themselves, but many others who have
given thought to the vexations and anomalies of modern civilization”*® To
George B. Casey, a worker in Prince Rupert, BC, who wrote a letter to the
Federationist lauding the pamphlet, it was “truly the best pamphlet that
has yet found its way to my hands, and in my opinion you cannot push this
work too strongly” Casey had already “sold 100 to date;” during two evenings
selling “the pamphlets around town,” and he expected to order an additional
batch and “try and cover about a thousand square miles of this country with
them.®” The miners’ union in Phoenix, BC, in the southern interior ordered
five hundred copies, while a writer from Berkeley, California, described the
booklet as “a classic of proletarian philosophy,” emerging as society halted
between “despotism or democracy, and pledged to distribute one hundred
copies.®®

In Genesis, Kingsley issues a ringing call to political action—locating the
wartime crisis of capitalism in ten thousand years of human history—and
the basic structural conflict between slaves and masters. In the preface, he
offers stinging commentary on the war effort, as well as on the apparent
docility of workers, claiming, “The rulers of the world have frequently been
siezed [sic] with fits of blood madness, that nothing could quell but a plen-
tiful spilling of blood upon the part of their slaves. The slaves have always

64 See “The Genesis and Evolution of Slavery, Federationist, 8 Sept. 1916, 5-15;

Advertisement, “Just Off the Press,” Federationist, 6 Oct. 1916, 4; “A Cracker-
jack Pamphlet,” Federationist, 13 Oct. 1916, 1.

5 . A. Pritchard, interview by A. Ross McCormack, 17 Aug. 1971, Vancouver,

tape 3, acc. no. 225, t-225, BC Archives.

66 “A Crackerjack Pamphlet; The Voice (Winnipeg), 3 Nov. 1916, 2.

7 “The Work That Counts;” Federationist, 10 Nov. 1916, 4.

68 “Men “Who Pay the Printer,” Federationist, 20 Oct. 1916, 4; John L. Martin,
“Letters to the Fed.,” Federationist, 20 Oct. 1916, 4.
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loyally come through with the goods when called upon”” He then shifts to
the solution for resolving the war crisis and the larger structural crisis of
capitalism: “the working class is the only factor in human society that has
either the numerical strength or the justification to bring order out of chaos,
by the abolition of its own slavery and the placing of the affairs of human
society upon a basis that will make it possible for all people to live in fraternal
peace, plenty and decency, in the common enjoyment of the fruits of their
common labor”®

Harking back to the Marxist doctrine that the emancipation of the work-
ing class must be the act of the working class itself, Kingsley declares that
“[t]he requisite knowledge to enable the workers to act intelligently in the
coming crisis in human affairs, which ruling class madness and ambition is
forcing upon us, must be gathered by the workers themselves against all of
the intellectual forces marshaled in the service of the ruling class” It was
to this intellectual battle—the battle of ideas to advance the interests of
workers and the ideal of working-class emancipation against the intellectual
armour and apparatus of capitalist exploitation—that Kingsley devoted his
life’s work from the time of his disablement in 1890 to his death on the eve
of the economic crisis in 1929. The application of this approach could be dis-
cerned shortly after Kingsley’s arrival in British Columbia, in a retrospective
article in the Clarion describing the support of Nanaimo coal miners for
Socialist candidate Parker Williams in a 1902 by-election: “the battering-ram
effects of sound economic teachings were speedily felt by the master class in
this campaign. The roar of the revolutionary artillery of the proletariat was
unmistakable in the result of the poll””

Kingsley’s sixty-page pamphlet walks the reader through the labour
theory of value (the classically Marxist notion that human labour is the
source of all wealth and capitalist property), from hunter-gatherer societies
through the slave societies of antiquity and the serfs of feudal times to the
capitalist wage labour of the industrial age. The work culminates in a ringing

%9 Kingsley, Genesis and Evolution of Slavery, 8.

70

Kingsley, Genesis and Evolution of Slavery, 8. See also Marx and Engels to
Bebel, Liebknecht, Fritzsche, Geiser, Hasenclever, and Bracke, 17-18 Sept.
1879, Marxist Internet Archive, accessed 5 Aug. 2019, https://www.marxists
.org/archive/marx/works/1879/09/17.htm.

7t “Brief Historical Review, Western Clarion, 12 Jan. 1907, 2.
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call for workers to focus the class struggle against their masters on “destroy-
ing the right of those masters to rule and rob,” by attacking their “property
rights in the means of production,” suggesting that the only approach was
a political one:

The class struggle is purely a political struggle. To gain control of the
capitalist state is the goal aimed at, so that its guns, which are now
trained upon the working class, may be spiked, as against that class.
The state, with its terrific repressive powers, is the sole instrument
upon which the capitalists rely for the continuation of their golden

regime.”

Reflecting the contradictory tensions inherent in impossiblist ideas between
campaigning for reforms and struggling against the state, Kingsley com-
mented that in those countries where workers had attained the franchise,
such as Canada and the United States, “they have the legal right to conquer
the state for their own purposes” In countries without the franchise “or
where there are such restrictions placed upon it as to nullify their superior-
ity of numbers,” workers are “justified in exercising their political power in
any manner they choose,” Kingsley asserted—opening the door for extrap-
arliamentary methods.” The only barrier standing between the working
class in Canada and their own emancipation was the docility of workers,
he claimed, a characteristic common to slaves, which manifested itself
politically in workers” ability to discern their master’s interests and their
corresponding blindness to their own interests.” In a familiar swipe at what
he perceived to be the distractionary character of reformism, Kingsley railed
against labour’s “long struggle to obtain an amelioration of its conditions
under slavery,” insisting that labour’s victory in the class struggle against cap-
italist exploitation would not be achieved through “petty squabbles over the
amount of rations that shall be measured out to the slaves, or the length of
time they shall tug in harness for their stipend.”” Connecting “ten thousand
years” of human slavery (which he described as a “hideous nightmare to the

7> Kingsley, Genesis and Evolution of Slavery, 54.

73 Kingsley, Genesis and Evolution of Slavery, 55.

7 Kingsley, Genesis and Evolution of Slavery, ss.

75 Kingsley, Genesis and Evolution of Slavery, 56.
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working class”) with present-day suffering by “millions . . . now being ground
ruthlessly and recklessly into profit in the industrial torture chambers of
modern slavery in order that a few already hog-fat capitalists may still fur-
ther increase their fat,” Kingsley concluded with an expression of hope: “The
only rainbow of promise on the social horizon presaging the coming of
a better day is seen in the slowly but surely awakening of consciousness
of the workers to the hideous wrongs that slavery has heaped upon them;
and their stubborn determination to wipe it out.””°

In addition to The Genesis and Evolution of Slavery, this volume includes
selected articles and speeches by Kingsley, highlighting themes and events
of interest to the working-class movement at the time he lived—including
the legacy of the Paris Commune, a favourite topic of Kingsley’s, the
Spanish-American War of 1898, the Russian Revolutions of 1905 and 1917,
the Komagata Maru incident, the First World War, and the Winnipeg Gen-
eral Strike and One Big Union. Concepts including property, wages, profits,
capital, political action, class struggle, machinery, and civilization are also
interrogated at length. Kingsley’s 1906 Clarion article “A Question of Power”
is emblematic of his political commitments and orthodoxy, showcasing
both the eloquence of his critique and his unrelenting dogmatism. In discuss-
ing the controversial arrest of Western Federation of Miners (WFM) leaders
William “Big Bill” Haywood, Charles H. Moyer, and George A. Pettibone
on false charges relating to the murder of former Idaho governor Frank
Steunenberg, Kingsley denounces the rule of law.”” Employing his charac-
teristic style and wit, he points out that the “entire affair has not been one
of established legal procedure, but merely an instance of the brutal and con-
scienceless exercise of power””® Mincing no words, he states unequivocally,

78 Kingsley, Genesis and Evolution of Slavery, 59—60.

77 This conforms to Marx’s famous comment on the conflict between labourers
and capitalists: “between equal rights, force decides” Karl Marx, Capital: A
Critique of Political Economy, vol. 1 (London: Penguin Books, 1976), 344. See
also China Mieville, Between Equal Rights: A Marxist Theory of International
Law (Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill, 2004). For a comprehensive account of
the murder of Steunenberg, see J. Anthony Lukas, Big Trouble: A Murder in
a Small Western Town Sets Off a Struggle for the Soul of America (New York:
Touchstone, 1997).

78 E.T. Kingsley, “A Question of Power,” Western Clarion, 31 Mar. 1906, 3.

Introduction 29

https://doi.org/10.15215/aupress/9781778290046.01



“Law is a grotesque farce, valuable only as a means of gulling those easily
gullible ones upon whom human vultures prey”” This is not some mild
postmodern deconstruction of the law. Rather, Kingsley vividly makes
clear the class nature of legal regulation and the power that resides only
in the working class to challenge the rule of law. As Kingsley remarks, the
leaders of the WFM were “held by the power represented by the executive
machinery of the State, with its ruffianly police, sheriffs, military and other
cutthroats”®

Some of the themes addressed in these articles and speeches include
capitalism as systematic theft, the nature of wage slavery and its perpetuity
in modern times, capitalism and the state, the relationship between
capitalism and war, the nature of trade unions, and the importance of inter-
nationalism. The theme of political revolution can be seen as a red thread
connecting the pieces throughout this volume. Works of Kingsley’s that were
reprinted in the Australian press in the aftermath of the First World War,
such as “Gold—The Sacred Ikon of Payment” and “The Pleasing Hallucin-
ations of Wealth,” particularly highlight the nature of capitalism as theft of
the labour produced by the working classes.® The nature of wage slavery is
discussed in articles that appeared in the Western Clarion during Kingsley’s
1908 cross-Canada tour (“In the Firing Line” and “Notes by the Way”) and
pragmatic organizing speeches such as his 1903 remarks in Cumberland,
BC, aimed at educating miners and ranchers in Vancouver Island’s Comox
Valley about the class nature of society and the need for a revolutionary
transformation of capitalism.®

7% Kingsley, “Question of Power,” 3.

80 Kingsley, “Question of Power, 3. For a more modern and nuanced treatment

of the relationship between working-class politics and the rule of law, see the
classic history of the English working class by E. P. Thompson, The Making of
the English Working Class (New York: Vintage Books, 1963).

8 Kingsley, “Gold—The Sacred Ikon of Payment,” Australian Worker, 13 Feb.

1919, 15; Kingsley, “The Pleasing Hallucinations of Wealth,” Australian
Worker (Sydney), 30 Jan. 1919, 15.

82 Kingsley, “On the Firing Line,” Western Clarion, 4 July 1908, 1, 4; Kingsley,

“Notes by the Way,” Western Clarion, 15 Aug. 1908, 1; David M. Halliday,
“Organizer Kingsley in Cumberland,” Western Clarion, 26 June 1903, 1.
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In “The Worker’s Awakening,” Kingsley describes the state as the
“sole bulwark of capitalist property”® He repeats this theme in “The Capital-
ist State,” written in 1911, in which he articulates his critique of the capitalist
state as “the instrument or means whereby capitalist property maintains its
sway and enforces its scheme of rapine and robbery upon its working class
victims”®* While modern Marxist theories of the state may be more subtle
in light of the rise of the administrative state and the panoply of associated
bureaucracy, Kingsley’s politics have the advantage of clarity and directness
in proposing whose interests are reflected by the state and the need for class
struggle. He painstakingly documents this principle through the history of
the persecution of the WFM.%

With respect to war, Kingsley anticipated global developments in a
prescient piece he authored in 1909. In “War Is Hell, for Workers,” he com-
ments on the likelihood of a war between Britain and Germany and stresses
that wage slaves have no interest in serving as cannon fodder in their rul-
ers’ wars.*® He notes that modern wars have been wars of conquest and the
workers should not allow themselves to support such an inglorious cause. A
much more controversial piece is Kingsley’s 1914 editorial “The Affirmation
of ‘German Culture,” which led to his departure from the Western Clarion.*
In that piece, he denounces the militaristic culture of Germany and sides
with the Western powers. An anomaly in his principled legacy of supporting
internationalist working-class emancipation, it may reflect his contempt
for German intervention during the Paris Commune in 1871. In “Killed and
Maimed in Peace as in War,” written during the First World War, Kingsley
returns to form, condemning the carnage imposed by industrial accidents

8 E.T. Kingsley, “The Worker’s Awakening,’ Western Clarion, 29 Apr. 1911, 1.

E. T. Kingsley, “The Capitalist State,” Western Clarion, 2 Dec. 1911, 1.

85 Kingsley, “Capitalist State,” 1.

86 E.T. Kingsley, “War Is Hell, for Workers,” Western Clarion, 1 May 1909, 1.

”

87 E.T. Kingsley, “The Affirmation of ‘German Culture,” Western Clarion,

24 Oct. 1914, 2. To be fair, Kingsley does repeat the necessity of winning

the war in later pieces, possibly to deflect the attention of war censors, but
his consistent anti-imperialist and anti-capitalist rhetoric returns. See, for
example, E. T. Kingsley, “Win the War,” The Critic (Vancouver), c. Aug. 1917,
3—4, in file 279-15, vol. 608, RG 6, Secretary of State fonds, LAC (reprinted

in this volume as “On the War Effort”).
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and capitalist war.®® In “Fighting Now and Paying Later,” he illustrates how
the ruling class makes workers pay the costs of its wars.® Kingsley also gave
speeches opposing conscription and calling for workers to go on strike to
prevent it until a referendum could be held on the matter.>

On the question of trade unions, Kingsley’s defiant stance, grounded in an
appreciation of the fundamental contradiction between capital and labour,
is consistent throughout his writings over the years. In an unsigned 1903
editorial clearly reflecting Kingsley’s distinct writing style, “A Small Flutter,”
Kingsley indicates the reformist nature of trade unionism and his princi-
pled opposition to compromise. For him, trade unionism and working-class
self-activity were fundamentally different ontologies.” In “Hunting with the
Hounds,” a piece appearing in Kingsley’s short-lived publication Labor Star
in 1919, he sharply criticizes the president of the Trades and Labor Congress,
Tom Moore, for his reformist betrayals of the working class including his
attendance at a banquet with manufacturers held at the Ritz-Carlton.*

Internationalism is a consistent theme in Kingsley’s writings. Apart from
his opposition to war, Kingsley also wrote about the Russian Revolution.
In his 1917 article “The Wolf in the Capitalist Sheepfold,” he favourably quotes
Trotsky and defends the Bolshevik Revolution and its conquest of political
power over the propertied classes.” With his characteristic style and wit,
he lambastes the craven capitalist class for sapping the “life blood of the
producing class”** Similarly, in a 1919 speech at Nanaimo’s Dominion Hall,
Kingsley defends the creation of soviets and the provision of new agricultural

E. T. Kingsley, “Killed and Maimed in Peace as in War,” British Columbia
Federationist, 9 June 1916, 1.

8 E.T. Kingsley, “Fighting Now and Paying Later,” British Columbia Federa-

tionist, 31 Aug. 1917, 23.

9% See, for example, “Empress Theatre Meeting of June 13, British Columbia

Federationist, 15 June 1917, 7.

% E. T. Kingsley, “A Small Flutter,;” Western Clarion, 26 Dec. 1903, 2.

92 E.T. Kingsley, “Hunting with the Hounds,” Labor Star (Vancouver), 6 Mar.
1919, 1, 5.

% E.T.Kingsley, “What Capitalism Fears in Russia,” Australian Worker

(Sydney) 14 Feb. 1918, 17; originally published as “The Wolf in the Capitalist

Sheepfold,” British Columbia Federationist, 14 Dec. 1917, 6.

94 Kingsley “What Capitalism Fears in Russia,” 17.
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policies designed to diminish the distinction between urban centres and
rural areas.® Another insightful example is his short remarks regarding the
Belfast General Strike of 1919, demonstrating solidarity of workers across
continents.*

To be sure, there is a degree of repetition in Kingsley’s writings and
speeches, given his sustained focus on a class-struggle perspective and a
longue durée approach tracing class struggle across the ages from the Spar-
tacan revolts against the Roman Empire to the working-class struggle against
capitalism at the time he was writing and speaking. We have endeavoured
to be discerning in our selection of writings and speeches in this anthology,
aiming to include works that highlight fresh themes or subject matter or that
intersect with key moments in the political history of the working class in
Canada, the United States, and beyond. We hope that readers will be gener-
ous in tolerating a degree of repetition in the interests of capturing original
insights from Kingsley’s words that would otherwise be lost through the
omission of these speeches and writings from this collection.

There is some indication that Kingsley intended in the late 1910s to com-
pile his writings into a collected work, but the final product does not appear
to have materialized.”” This may reflect the time pressures of the flurry of
organizing and propaganda work that Kingsley undertook on behalf of the
socialist movement between 1918 and 1920, as president and organizer of
the FLP of British Columbia, extending the message of constitutional
Marxism to a wide spectrum of working people angered by the war and the
constraints imposed by the postwar consolidation of capitalism. In those
years, as Kingsley surpassed sixty years of age, he undertook dozens of lectures
from Vancouver Island to the interior of British Columbia and Alberta—
a remarkable feat in light of his physical impairment, one that mirrored a
previous extended speaking tour from the Crowsnest Pass to Quebec in

9 “E.T. Kingsley Speaks on Bolshevik Regime,” Nanaimo Daily News, 3 Mar.

1919, 1.

96 “The Dominion Hall Instead of Rex Theatre,” British Columbia Federationist,

7 Feb. 1919, 8.

97 See E. T. Kingsley, “A Size-Up of the World Situation—The Result of the
War,” Labor Star (Vancouver), 6 Feb. 1919, 6, 7; E. T. Kingsley, “Interpretation
of the World Situation,” Labor Star, 13 Feb. 1919, 2, 3, 5.
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1908.°® We have provided a partial inventory of Kingsley’s public speeches
and lectures from his first political involvement with the SLP in San Fran-
cisco in the mid-1890s until his final confirmed public speeches during his
campaign to be Member of Parliament for Vancouver in 1926. We hope that
this information conveys the breadth of Kingsley’s political reach, as well
as the impressive efforts of a double amputee to convey his ideas to a wide
audience in support of a cause to which he was fervently committed.

Does E. T. Kingsley’s theoretical and rhetorical contribution merit
resuscitation, or should it remain buried for posterity? While we acknow-
ledge limitations in Kingsley’s ideological and political lens, we believe that
a proper, rigorous, and thorough appreciation of his ideas is beneficial from
the standpoint of scholarship as well as in light of political considerations.
An appreciation of Kingsley’s intellectual contribution can shine a powerful
interpretive light on the response of a layer of working-class people and left-
wing organizations to industrialism and capitalism in turn-of-the-century
Canada and the United States. Resuscitating Kingsley’s ideas and those of
the British Columbia school can also provide a fresh perspective to respond
to current and future challenges—informing analysis and social movement
responses to ongoing limitations of the capitalist structuring of human and
social relations in the twenty-first century. It is our view that this process of
resuscitation is timely and overdue.

9% Wrigley, “How Working-Class Leaders Travel,” 1.
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On Washington State’s Primary Law
1900

Letter by Kingsley to The Socialist newspaper (Seattle), discussing
the proposed adoption of the Minnesota electoral primary law in

Washington State, December 1900.

Republican Tyranny

The Primary Election Law Criticized from the Standpoint of the
Weaker Parties—P. I. Makes a Trivial and Ignorant Defense.

The following letter by a Socialist E. T. Kingsley appeared in the P. I. [Seattle
Post-Intelligencer] Dec 12. It reiterates the three points made by this paper
last week and utters indignant protest against this capitalist attack upon the

sacredness of the ballot.
Seattle, Wash. Dec 10 1900

To the Editor: Expression of opinion having been invited in your col-

umns as to the merits or otherwise of the Minnesota primary law, which

it is proposed by some to adopt in this state, I have the following to offer:
This law imposes an intolerable hardship upon numerically weak

political movements in three distinct ways:

First—By requiring each candidate to pay into the public treasury
the sum of $10.

Second—By requiring ten per cent of either vote or signatures to
obtain official standing.

Third—By providing a means whereby a numerically strong polit-
ical movement could, by capturing the nominations of a weaker,

thwart its purpose and smother its expression at the polls.
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The essence of the law is to restrict the franchise. It is strictly in
line with the disfranchising of the negro in certain Southern states:
the introduction of property qualifications in various state constitu-
tions and city charters, and the efforts being made in some states to
lengthen the period between elections for legislative offices. The object
of all this is to accomplish covertly and by stealth that which those
responsible for it dare not attempt in the open, i. e., the disenfranchis-
ing of the working class. As our republic is cornerstoned upon the
right of the citizen to freely and frequently express himself at the ballot
box, any attempt to thwart such expression is a blow aimed at our
liberties, and must be frowned down by every decent citizen. If these
encroachments are to lie unchallenged, all liberty will be lost.

The arguments offered in favor of this precious law are worse
than weak. It will not tend to do away with the corruption in politics,
as some would claim, but on the contrary its passage would be but
additional evidence (if that were needed) of that very corruption.

The members of the legislature were not elected upon any such issue.
If they proceed to enact such an infamous measure, it will be proof
positive that they are being used by some unseen influence. This would
savor of corruption, to say the least, if there be corruption in politics,
and who can doubt it when so many aver the fault is in political par-
ties, and that from which they spring. It is no fault of the election laws
of the state of Washington. The election laws of this state in so far as
they pertain to the nomination of candidates for public office are the
best that obtain in any state in the Union of which the writer has any
knowledge. They could scarcely be improved upon.

For the state to interfere with the nomination of candidates for
public office is an unwarranted assumption of authority that should
not be tolerated. It comes distinctly within the province of free citizens
through their various political parties. A political party capable of for-
mulating lines of party policy and incapable of nominating candidates
for office without calling upon the state for assistance, must be a queer
conglomeration of strength and weakness.

Those who are responsible for this primary law, and other schemes
of its kind, ought to know that the standard of intelligence of today

and the means of still further extending it are altogether too ample
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to admit of popular liberty being successfully smothered by petty
schemes of still more petty legislatures.

Well for them and those who stand behind them and whose tools
they are, if they refrain from attempting to stifle the free expression
of the popular will in the settlement of the mighty economic problems
which are forcing themselves upon us and demanding a solution.

E. T. Kingsley
—E. T. Kingsley, “Republican Tyranny: The Primary Election Law Criticized

from the Standpoint of the Weaker Parties,” The Socialist (Seattle), 16 Dec.

1900, 1.
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On Political Action
1903

This letter by Kingsley published in the Western Clarion on the eve
of the 1903 BC provincial election campaign appealed to workers
to contribute funds to ensure the financial sustainability of the
newspaper—a message Kingsley would repeat regularly overthe ensuing
decade as he drew deeply from his personal finances to subsidize the

newspaper’s operations.

Time for Action

Editor Western Clarion:

Though not much given to letter writing, there is one matter upon
which I feel a word or two needs to be said.

We are on the eve of the most important political campaign thus
far fought in British Columbia. I say important for the reason of its
being the first time a ticket of the revolutionary proletariat will have
appeared on the ballot at a general election. There has been sufficient
nosing around by royal inquisitions and other agencies to warrant us
in believing that a vigorous and unscrupulous warfare will be waged
against us during this campaign by the present ruling class of the prov-
ince. This should prompt us to at once burnish up our weapons and
prepare for aggressive action. One of our most effective weapons is the
press. I am informed that the Western Socialist Publishing Co., Ltd., is
hampered by an indebtedness of something like $1,200. This has been
incurred in purchase of plant. No paper can be strong and effective
if continually forced to gasp for breath. If this paltry amount were
cleared off the way would be easy towards making the Western Clarion
a powerful and effective means of spreading our propaganda.

I believe there are enough Clarion readers able to assist in clearing
this matter off, and would each one do his little share no one would
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feel it. I for one would feel a deep sense of shame were I to remain
indifferent and apathetic while a few comrades were staggering under a
burden which I should assist in carrying.

Other Island comrades and myself have already subscribed for con-
siderable stock in the W. S. Pub. Co. I hereby subscribe for additional
stock to the amount of $5, and with the object in view of placing the
Western Clarion and plant absolutely under the control of the Socialist
Party of B.C., I request of the W. S. Pub. Co that when such stock is
issued it be turned over to our Provincial Executive, to be voted and
controlled by that body in the interest of our Party. This to include all
stock taken or subscribed for by me up to the present time.

I am inclined to think the comrades in some instances at least have
not taken proper interest in this and perhaps other matters. It is time
we woke up. We must fight our own battle and carry our own burden.
If we are too apathetic to do so we might well be likened to soldiers
upon the “firing line” who are too shiftless to load a gun.

Get in line comrades.

Time is pressing,
Yours for action,

E. T. Kingsley
Nanaimo, BC, June 15, 1903.

—E. T. Kingsley, “Time for Action,” Western Clarion, 19 June 1903, 2.
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On Reformism and Electoral “Fusion”
1903

Response to a controversy over the appearance of pamphlets for
“fusion” candidates in the 1903 BC provincial election, and criticism of
the SPC in the Seattle Socialist newspaper for failing to support these

candidates, on grounds that they were associated with the Liberal Party.

Organizer Kingsley’s Letter

Vancouver, B. C.
Oct. 27,1903

Editor “Socialist”:

I note in your issue of October 25 a communication from Alex. Lang,
referring to an alleged fusion dodger printed and distributed in this
city on election day; also your comments thereon.

The manager of the “Western Clarion” assures me that the dodger
in question was not printed in the “Clarion” office as you state. How-
ever, this has nothing to do with the matter, as the “Clarion” office is a
job office and no doubt prints much stuff that would fail to pass muster
before an “International Censor” did one exist.

Was the dodger in question in any way authorized by the Socialist
Party of British Columbia? From all the evidence obtainable it would
appear it is not. If some simple and misguided member did willfully
and maliciously distribute said treasonable document, I would hum-
bly suggest that this would be a matter for the Party here to deal with,
rather than a matter involving international complications.

However, as you opened the matter up, you certainly will not object
if we see it through. Coming from an author and critic of world-wide
reputation like yourself, your comment on Mr. Lang’s letter is particularly
rich. You need not be disturbed about Mr. Lang’s preference for a Capitalist
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Labor Party. He expressed no such preference other than that determined
by the fact that the I. L. Ps were decent and clean in their campaign, refrain-
ing from indulging in lying and abuse and were at all times inclined to listen
to reason and argument while the S. L. P. Griffiths was quite the opposite.

Such preference speaks well for Mr. Lang’s judgment and good
taste, and by no means indicates any treasonable proclivities upon the
part of that gentleman towards the Socialist movement.

You say “to support unionism on its own field, the industrial field, is
Socialist policy”

To support unionism in its own or any other field is not Socialist
policy, but the policy of those who are ignorant of the economics of the
movement they so loudly profess.

The continued attempt to make such ridiculous folly the policy of
the Socialist Party of the United States is responsible for much of the
confusion so widely in evidence in California and other places.

The trades union movement never rises above the matter of wages,
the price of labor power. Better conditions through higher wages is its cry.

As the labor market is always over stocked it is forced to accept within
its ranks only a portion of the workers and the struggle soon develops into
one between union men and non-union, the latter forced by their neces-
sities to get work somehow;, the former trying to maintain their wages
and their monopoly of the jobs. The trades union movement never rising
above, or looking beyond the question of wages, never threatens
the existence of the capitalist system, but on the contrary tends to prolong
its existence. Its tendency is therefore to prolong the misery of the working
class as a class. It is therefore essentially reactionary in character.

Reaction is at no stage of the game Socialist policy. The policy of
Socialism is revolutionary. It is not the policy of Socialism to bolster
up or prolong the wage system, but to overthrow it.

“To support unionism when it leaves its own field and enters pol-
itics on a capitalist basis is treason to Socialism”

When unionism enters politics it must of necessity do so upon a
capitalist basis, and it by no means leaves it own field in doing so. The
premises upon which unionism builds are the premises of capitalism.

The economics of unionism is the economics of capitalism. Unionism

views everything from the wages standpoint: it sees nothing but wages,
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and it remains within its own field, and is strictly logical in its action when
it casts its political lot with that party which promises the best wages.

To support unionism either in the industrial or political field is
treason to Socialism.

In your judgment “every Socialist in Vancouver should have voted
for Mortimer, Stebbings and Griffiths” If your judgment be sound then
the position of the S. L. P. is correct. If so what excuse can you offer
for the existence of the S. P, your own party? The S. L. P. was in exist-
ence for some time prior to the birth of the S. P. If the S. L. P. position
is correct enough to warrant the following of your advice in the matter
of voting for Griffiths, it would seem to be rank imprudence upon the
part of the S. P. in having been born.

When you condemn fusion with one party and recommend it with
another, you seem to be like unto that person whose “consistency had
lost its jewelry”

For heaven’s sake don’t refer to those S. L. P.s as “Socialists on a
Socialist platform”” They are ignorant fanatics upon a platform almost
as meaningless as that of the S. P. of the United States.

The movement in this Province is equipped with “Seven League
Boots,” because it caters not to trade unionism or any other ism by
teaching unsound or shady economics. It considers the workers as
class only, and recognizes the class struggle to be a political struggle
for supremacy, betwixt the working class and the capitalist class.

Less censorship and faultfinding and a more thorough spreading of
sound economics will speed the revolution.

You of the United States have much to do, and before you go
abroad to remove the “moat” from your neighbor’s eye, be sure you get
the “beam” out of your own.

E. T. Kinglsey
Org.S.P. of B. C.

—E. T. Kingsley, “Organizer Kingsley’s Letter;’ The Socialist (Seattle), 15 Nov.

1903, 2.
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On Trade Unions
1903

Thefollowing editorial inthe Western Clarion, unsigned but infused with
Kingsley's voice, literary style, and political perspective, was published
in the midst of a firestorm in the Socialist Party of British Columbia, as
Revelstoke Local No. 7 issued a strongly worded resolution questioning
Kingsley's appointment as editor of the newspaper and condemning
the Clarion’s stance, threatening to discontinue support. The episode
revealed sharp debates over the trade union question and has come
to exemplify Kingsley’'s opposition to trade union activity, which

he distinguishes from political action by workers.

A Small Flutter

The above was handed in by the Provincial Executive committee, for publi-
cation, and is hereby offered by the Clarion as confirmatory evidence of the
truth of the old saying that “it is a hit bird that flutters” As a careful perusal
shows no argument offered which would in any manner tend to point out
wherein the criticism contained in the offending article was unsound, the
absence of such must be taken as an acknowledgement of its soundness.
The fact that the Clarion editor was appointed by the Board of Directors of
W. S. Publishing Company, Ltd., and not by the Socialist Party Executive is
of minor importance, but the charge that he “does not recognize any differ-
ence between the present working class movement and the Co-operative
Commonwealth,” is quite the most humorous thing that has reached this
office for a long time. Presumably, by the “present working class movement,’
is meant trade unionism. Of this the Clarion editor has been able to acquire
some slight knowledge through observation, but as to the Co-operative
Commonwealth he professes no knowledge whatever. It is true he has read
the dreamy productions of numerous co-operative commonwealth builders,

from Plato down to Bellamy, and such ideas as he might possess along this
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line must of necessity be hazy having been gathered from such hazy sources.
At the best it could be offered as hearsay evidence only.

The stock in trade of the present working class movement is “Capital
and Labor are brothers,” “Capital has rights as well as Labor,” “A fair day’s
pay for a fair day’s work,” “All we demand is justice,” “The Right to Organize,’
“Collective Bargaining,” “Demand the Union Label,” etc. Its stage parapher-
nalia consists of the strike accompanied with the privilege of getting licked,
the boycott under which the commodity labor power can strut the stage
and bawl out other offending commodities, the “scab” as heavy villain up to
whom is to be passed “brick bats” and other loose arguments with “specific
gravity, walking delegates and pickets to go around and stick their nose into
other people’s affairs, even to the extent of interfering with the burial of the
dead, and a heterogenous conglomeration of craft and trade organizations,
from the complacent and haughty aristocrat at the top who oftentimes draws
down the munificent sum of dollars and odd cents per diem, down to the
sad eyed dishwasher, the somber visage grave digger, and the melancholy
undertaker’s assistant. As all Co-operative Commonwealth builders so far,
have left out of their plans and specifications any accommodation for all of
this truck the inference is that the present working class movement would
find no habitation there. The difference between the two ought to be easily
recognized. An editor need know only enough to “hold his job,” his sense of
touch need be developed only to the point of enabling him to so touch the
public pulse as to bring shekels to his paper, and his vision keen enough to
enable him to see that he draws his salary, and such perquisites as may come
within reasonable distance. With only such modest qualifications necessary
for the “Whereasers” to imply that the Clarion editor does not recognize any
difference between two such glaring contradictions as “the present working
class movement and the co-operative commonwealth,” is to cast serious
reflections upon his qualifications for the responsible position he holds, or
play upon him a huge joke; a joke so bubbling over with humor that it would
throw a presbyterian church deacon into a fit on Sunday. As he who could
not see the difference wouldn’t know enough to draw his breath, let alone
his salary, and the present editor can prove that he knows enough to draw
both, the evidence is overwhelming in favor of the joke.

The Socialist Party cannot depend on the support of members of trade
unions unless they are to go back on union principle. The principles of union-
ism and socialism are opposite [and] therefore antagonistic. To support one
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is to deny the other. No man can serve two masters. The fundamental or root
difference between Unionism and Socialism is recognized by nearly every
penny-a-liner in the Capitalist press. It is time it likewise became known to
those who profess to be Socialists, and it is to be hoped such knowledge will
in due time reach Revelstoke.

If the Socialist Party of the United States or any other country commits
folly through ignorance, that is no reason why the party in British Columbia
should do likewise.

When the “Whereas”ers become Resoluters they show their hand. The
Clarion must be gagged. There being nothing in the numerous Whereases
in any way showing the criticism in the article complained of to be incorrect,
or any statements therein untrue, the Clarion is to be gagged for being cor-
rect in its criticism and truthful in its statements. Otherwise support is
to be withdrawn. In the absence of definite information as to the extent
of that support, measured in dollars and cents, the Clarion declines to accept
the “gag”

As this remarkable production was moved by Gaymon, seconded by Bell,
carried unanimously, and is signed by Bennett, it is fair to presume that all
three were present. In the event of Bennett’s absence however there would
have been enough present to move, second and carry unanimously.

—E. T. Kingsley, “A Small Flutter,” Western Clarion, 26 Dec. 1903, 2.
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On the Single Tax
190§

Article by Kingsley following his participation in debates on the topic
of the single tax versus socialism, with John Z. White of Chicago, in
Nanaimo on 31July 1905 and in Victoria on 4 August 1905.

Sincere Repentance

The Editor of the Western Clarion pleads guilty to the charge of having
travelled across the gulf to the City of Nanaimo on July 31, 1905, and there
upon that date engaged in an alleged debate with one, John Z. White, of
Chicago, Illinois, a person afflicted with a form of mental aberration, now
happily exceeding [sic] rare, known as single-tax on the brain. The aforesaid
editor pleads guilty to the further charge of having repeated the offense by
again engaging in most ridiculous controversy with the afflicted White in
the City of Victoria on the 4th day of the present month.

One of the most pronounced evidences of freakish tendencies is an
inordinate appetite for debating, or in common parlance “chewing the rag”
The aforesaid editorial person is, as a rule, the very embodiment of sedate,
dignified and sombre wisdom, that could not well be expected to unbend
to the extent of even inviting adverse criticism. The only excuse the guilty
wretch can now offer for having descended to the level of “chewing the rag,’
just like a common ordinary every-day freak, is that he was in the hands of
his friends, and they immolated him upon the altar of spectacular public
discussion, for the amusement of the unwashed mob that usually foregathers
when there is promise of anything like cheap sport to be had.

There is little to be said of the debate, for in fact there was none worth
mentioning, as the Chicago gent with the single-tax wart on his brain had
neither argument to offer nor point to make.

Some chunks of single-tax wisdom relating to matters economic, were
thrown out by Mr. White as follows:

“It is not the capitalist that absorbs the product of labor, but the landlord”
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“There is no such thing as social labor”

“It is the consumer and not the producer that puts value into commodities.”

“Working men do not sell their labor power. They sell the things they
produce”

“There has been no slavery on this Western continent since Abraham
Lincoln freed the blacks”

“He who is forced to work for another is [sic—not] a slave”

In the face of such clinchers, it may be readily seen there was little room
for argument by the opposition.

Mr. White, with much artistic merit erected numerous “straw men,” such
as socialism would destroy “individual liberty,” and it wouldn’t work because
everybody would want the best jobs, and so on, ad lib, ad nob, and then very
neatly tore them to tatters.

Take it all in all and Mr. White’s put-up was about the clumsiest effort
ever made to draw a “red herring across the trail) in order to confuse the
scent of capitalist game that the proletarians are now getting fixed in their
nostrils.

Of all the ridiculous schemes set forth for the purpose of conjuring away
the rising spectre of Revolution, that is frightening the ruling class of the
world into cataleptic fits, the single-tax scheme is the most ludicrous. Time
is worse than wasted in bothering with any scheme that is so devoid of a
foundation upon which to build that after a half century of effort it can
command neither a following nor a hearing.

It is to be hoped the Clarion editor will, in the future refrain from allowing
his freakish tendencies to get the upper hand to the extent of indulging in the
unseemly spectacle of “rag chewing” over nothing, with nothing and about
nothing. It is time for repentance, and it should be sincere.

—“Sincere Repentance,” Western Clarion, 12 Aug. 1905, 3. See also “Interesting
Debate,” Victoria Daily Colonist, 6 Aug. 1905, 5.
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On a Journey to Seattle
190§

Acolourfulaccount by Kingsley of atrip he took from Vancouver, British
Columbia, to Seattle, Washington, in September 1905 to deliver two

lectures to the Socialist Party of America’s Seattle Local.

A Trip to Seattle

Having been booked by Local Seattle, to speak at two public meetings in
that city on Sunday, Sept. 24th, I boarded the C. P. R. steamer Princess
Victoria, Saturday, September 23, at 1 o’clock, p.m., for the purpose of keep-
ing the engagement. Both gulf and sound were as placid as a mill-pond,
and the weather being pleasant, the trip proved a delightful one. While pass-
ing the mouth of the Fraser River, the scene was enlivened by the jumping of
innumerable salmon, and the lazy but graceful antics of a school of whales
as they would come to the surface to “blow;” before again sinking to the
depths below.

The steamer stopped at Victoria one hour and forty-five minutes, which
was taken advantage of by a hasty visit to Comrades Mr. and Mrs. Stott, late
of Winnipeg, Man., but who have recently pitched their tent in the Capital
City. Leaving Victoria at 6:15 p.m., the lights of Seattle were sighted shortly
before 11 o'’clock, and soon after, the steamer was fast to her dock. The bril-
liant illumination of leading hotels, and other prominent buildings of Seattle
affords a pleasing sight when viewed from an approaching vessel.

Upon landing, I was fortunate securing a pilot in the person of Comrade
J. N. Boult, recently of Vancouver, who succeeded in piloting me through as
noisy a band of bedlamites as it ever was my bad fortune to encounter, who
with lust lung extended to the wayfarer the freedom of the city and vocifer-
ously besought him to partake of her bounties as offered for his delectation
by the various hostelries for which they respectively raised their infernal
din. Successfully escaping their good-will offerings, however, I at last cast
anchor in a humble First Avenue joint, where for the paltry sum of one
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dollar I secured a fair sized and reasonably furnished room for the night.
The proprietor kindly allowed me the privilege of fighting mosquitoes until
breakfast time the next morning without extra charge. During my occupancy
of these quarters, I truly led the “strenuous life” When daylight flooded my
boudoir, it showed the premises well littered with the mortal remains of
defunct “skeeters,” and the bed linen looked as though it might have served
as bandages at the Battle of Mukden.' The exposed parts of my anatomy
especially the top of my head where I wear my hair short, was as covered
with red blotches as though I was suffering from hog cholera.

Seattle is a good town to strike on Sunday and other dry times. The
way-farer with parched and rusty throat will find no Lord’s Day Alliance
barring his approach to the soothing flood for which his gullet hankereth.
If he desires to fumigate his person, and circumjacent space, with the fumes
of the fragrant weed, he can provide himself with the necessary equipment
without being compelled to purchase a meal. All of which is quite a relief
to one who has lived for any length of time among the God-fearing and
hypocritical humbugs that rule Vancouver.

I found the Seattle Comrades comfortably quartered in a commodious
headquarters and reading room at 406 Pine Street. The reading room is on
the ground floor of the building and therefore easy to locate. It appeared
to be well patronized by an earnest and well-balanced lot of workingmen.

The propaganda meetings are held in a commodious, well-lighted and
well-ventilated hall in the second storey of the same building. The afternoon
meeting was attended by about 200 people and the evening meeting by fully
450. Close attention was given to the arguments offered, and the general tone
and trend of the questions put to the speaker showed the audience to have
been composed largely of persons familiar with the phenomena of capital-
ism, and by no means unacquainted with the revolutionary impulse that is
impelling the workers to break the chains of wage-bondage. While an occa-
sional feedable wail is heard from some poor unfortunate grievously infected

' The Battle of Mukden was the most decisive land battle of the Russo-

Japanese War (1904—5) and the largest land battle in world history up to that
point in time, marking a decisive turning point in the conflict that culmin-
ated in Japan’s victory and Russia’s humiliating defeat to a non-European
power. The battle occurred in February and March 1905, several months
before Kingsley’s speaking trip to Seattle.
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with the “industrial microbe,” the movement in Seattle in the main appears to
be forging ahead upon sound and clean-cut lines. It seems to be in the hands
of the proletarian element, the “intellectual would-be’s” and their baneful
influences relegated to the back-ground. The program made during the last
few years, towards clearing away confusion, and establishing the movement
along sound lines, is particularly noticeable in Seattle. The comrades are to
be congratulated upon the good work done. It will be unnecessary to urge
them to continue, as in the make-up of the Socialist no provision has been
made for stopping his machinery. It is bound to keep on going.

Carrying with me the fraternal greetings of the Seattle comrades to those
of British Columbia, I boarded the steamer at midnight for the return trip,
and once more cast anchor for the daily grind in the Clarion office at 11 a.m.
on Monday the 25th, fully conscious, not only of having had an enjoyable trip,
but that the movement of the proletariat along the pathway leading to labor’s
emancipation is forging ahead in other lands as well as British Columbia.

E. T. Kingsley

—“A Trip to Seattle,” Western Clarion (Vancouver), 30 Sept. 1905, 4.
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On the Arrest of US Labour
Leaders and State Power

1906

Editorial presumably by Kingsley following the arrest in 1906 of Western
Federation of Miners leaders William D. “Big Bill” Haywood, Charles H.
Moyer, and George A. Pettibone, on trumped-up murder charges in

relation to the killing of former Idaho governor Frank Steunenberg.

A Question of Power

If any further proof was necessary to sustain the contention of the Socialist
that in the last analysis all law is purely a question of power, that proof has
been furnished by action of the Colorado and Idaho officials in the seizure
and kidnapping of Moyer, Haywood and Pettibone. Counsel for the pros-
ecution has admitted in open court that there was no legal means that could
have been used to bring the accused men into the State of Idaho, and that
as in the opinion of the prosecution, law was in this particular [instance]
defective, kidnapping was resorted to in order to further the ends of justice.
There being no legal means of bringing the accused men within the clutch
of the Idaho authorities, the officials of the two States did not for a moment
hesitate to engage in a conspiracy to effect their purpose, and they did it with
as little compunction of conscience and with as much zest as a gang of foot-
pads might plan a hold-up. The entire affair has not been one of established
legal procedure, but merely an instance of the brutal and conscienceless
exercise of power that has always been displayed by those who have been
foisted in to the position of rulers of men. Law is a grotesque farce, valuable
only as a means of gulling those easily gullible ones upon whom human
vultures prey. The superstitious reverence for it, and the abiding faith in its
potency and power to shield him from harm are among the most absurd
hallucinations that ever lodged in the mind of man. This superstition and
abiding faith must be broken in the minds of the working class before it can
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ever attain to the dignity of a class of free men. The officials of Colorado
and Idaho and their ilk elsewhere, are doing all that lies in their power to
destroy that superstition and shatter that faith. Whether intentional or not
their work is excellent in this respect.

Much adverse comment has been indulged in, even by the Socialist press,
of the famous declaration of independence uttered by the notorious military
strut and swashbuckler, General Sherman Bell of Colorado fame. When that
gallant hero of the Rooseveltian brand said “to hell with the constitution,
we'll give them postmortems instead,” he was as correct in stating the true
position of a class in power as he was blunt and to the point in phraseology.
Acting as the tool of a class in human society, he was perfectly justified In
relegating to perdition any ridiculous laws or musty parchments flaunted in
his face to frighten him from his purpose. There was evidently no supersti-
tious reverence for grotesque concoctions and contraptions in the make-up
of this valiant warrior.

It is not the law that holds Moyer, Haywood and Pettibone in custody;,
nor is it the law that can effect their release. They are held by the power
represented by the executive machinery of the State, with its ruffianly police,
sheriffs, military and other cutthroats. If these men escape with their lives it
will be through fear, upon the part of the rulers and their ruffianly tools, of
stirring to action a mightier power than even that of the State in its present
hands. Were there no more fear of a working class uprising now, than there
was when the so-called Chicago anarchists were murdered by the ruling
class some 20 years ago, Moyer and his comrades would without doubt
be likewise dealt with. The undisguised contempt for law displayed by the
present rulers and their ruffianly tools should go far towards cultivating a
similar contempt in the minds of the working class both for the law and its
malkers. True it is that so long as the power to enforce it remains in the hands
of the master class, the workers will be compelled to bow in submission to
capitalist law. Once the working class has conquered the power to enforce its
will such law will be as unceremoniously brushed aside when found to stand
in the way, as it now is by its capitalist sponsors. The power to enforce that
which at a given moment will conserve a propertied interest, and not what
may have been previously written upon parchment in regard to the matter,
is the keynote. Hence power to do, is the only law that cuts any figure in
the case. This power to-day rests in the hands of that class who would hang
every workingman of the type of Moyer, Haywood, Pettibone, etc., were
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they not held back by the fear that an aroused working-class might strip
this power from their hands. Until the working-class does take the powers
of the State from the hands of the present rulers, and uses those powers to
chase the whole thieving gang out of their control of industry, the infamies
practiced upon the workers and those who lift their voices in their behalf
will continue. And to tell the truth they should continue. The class that
has the power to feed, clothe and shelter all people, must of necessity possess
the power to determine what shall be done with the product. Place no faith
in the law, you workingmen, unless it be the law of your class, and with all
of the power of your class behind it to enforce it.

Above everything else workingmen should remember that the produc-
tion and disposition of the material things of life are not determined by
sentiment, love, justice, law or religion, but by power. The power to grow is
the law of growth. The power to live is the law of life. The power to rule
is the law of rule. The power to be free is the law of freedom, and none
of these are man-made laws. Workingmen, if you would be free, you must
seize the powers of the State in order to break your economic chains. It is
purely a question of power.

—“A Question of Power,” Western Clarion, 31 Mar. 1906, 2.
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On the Socialist Movement
and Travels across Canada

1908

Two articles by Kingsley published in the Western Clarion during his
1908 trip across Canada, where he participatedin dozens of propaganda
and organizing meetings on behalf the Socialist Party of Canada

between the Rocky Mountains and Montreal.

On the Firing Line

Dear Comrade:

More than a month has elapsed since I was banished from the Pacific
slope by the Dominion Executive Committee of the Socialist Party of
Canada and bade go forth and deliver the “glad tidings of great joy” to
the “weary and heavy laden,” who wander aimlessly in the capitalist
jungle afar to the eastward of that seat of learning in matters eco-
nomic and political known as the Western Clarion office, Vancouver,
B. C. The month has been filled with many happy surprises; it has
been replete with most satisfactory experiences, for it has disclosed
to me the fact that those workers of the eastern and middle provinces
who, from our lofty British Columbia pinnacle, we have fancied to

be wandering aimlessly in the jungle of capitalist confusion, have not
been working at that particular trade with anything like the diligence
we imagined. Go where you will among them and you will discover
the same pronounced resentment against the present regime; the same
rapidly developing spirit of revolt against class rule and class exploit-
ation that is so strongly in evidence along the Pacific Coast. They are
being rapidly taught the revolutionary doctrine that can alone arm
them for successful battle against their despotic economic masters,
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the capitalist class. They are being taught by the same force, economic
pressure, and in the only school in which man ever learns anything,
the school of experience. The curriculum is much the same in the east
as in the west. It is modified in case of the east by the fact that the eco-
nomic sub-soil is more largely agricultural and, therefore, conservative,
thus affording a prolific crop of patriotism, religious bigotry and other
similar noxious growths. These needs are particularly noticeable here
in Ontario. In making the distinction between the east and west, I am
using the rocky mountains as the dividing line.

As far as I have been able to judge from observation, the manu-
facturing concerns throughout this part of Canada are small, in
comparison with those of the United States. In consequence the
social contrasts are not so pronounced. The class lines are not so
sharply drawn, so glaringly apparent. The noxious growths above
mentioned tend to still further obscure them. But in spite of it all the
slaves are waking up. They are opening their eyes to the facts that
confront them and their ears to the sound of the coming storm. One
thing I have particularly noticed is that they respond only to the revo-
lutionary note. To platitudes and other soft stuft they are indifferent.
Touch the revolutionary chord and they respond with a vigor that is
unmistakable.

At Calgary we had a splendid meeting. About 1000 people were
present. It was a working class audience and one typical of the finan-
cial status of that class in the glorious Christian times. The collection
was less than one-half the hall rent alone, to say nothing about other
unavoidable expenses.

At Winnipeg, as already stated by one of your correspondents,
many could not find seats in the hall. The interest manifested in both
places was good. The comrades of Calgary and Winnipeg have evi-
dently already planted much seed and planted it well.

The banner meeting of the trip so far was at Port Arthur. About
2,000 were present. The ground here has already been ploughed up
by Comrade L. T. English, who has been located at Port Arthur for
some time

There is also a strong Finnish Local at Port Arthur which has
been doing valiant work for the cause. The Finnish choir took part in
the meeting by singing the Marseillaise and the International. It was
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magnificent and greatly appreciated by the big audience. The President
of the Fort William Trades Council and officers of the Port Arthur
Trades Council briefly addressed the meeting and their words have
the true ring. I look forward to good meetings at both places on my
return west.

The first Sunday I was in Toronto the meeting was held in Labor
Hall in the afternoon. Neath a glass roof under a broiling June sun
600 people sat for over two hours and drank in every word that fell
from the lips of the various speakers, with evidently no thoughts of
the discomforts arising from the sweltering heat. Only those who were
wrapped up in a great cause could or would have stood it. But, as we all
know, revolutionists are made only of good stuff. Having been tried in
the crucible of capitalist exploitation and not found wanting in manly
fibre and courage, something more terrible than a June sun is required
to rout them.

Montreal, Cobalt, Allandale, Hamilton, Berlin, Galt, Guelph and
other places have been visited and meetings held, most of them have
been out-of-door meetings, but the interest manifested has been most
satisfactory. In each of the places visited there is a valiant band of
comrades tireless in their efforts to push the work along. Many good
speakers are being developed and the material thus made available to
carry the propaganda and organisation into places as yet untouched.
Though there is a large field to be covered and an enormous work to
be done ere [sic] the exploited and tortured slaves of capital shall rid
themselves of their chains. The men to carry forward the work to a
successful conclusion are coming forth from the ranks of the slaves in
ever increasing numbers. With a zeal that shrinks at no obstacles and
knows no defeat, this ever increasing host is pushing forward to the
ultimate and speedy triumph of the exploited slaves of capital against
their unscrupulous and rapacious masters. Many of these masters even
now see the handwriting upon the wall.

A meeting here to-night.

E.T.K.
Lindsay, Ont.
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Notes by the Way?

I last wrote from Lindsay, Ont. It is a far cry from that place to this
Alberta metropolis. A good part of the distance is across about as
worthless a region as can be found on the map. Along the north shore
of Lake Superior it is rock and muskeg, a combination shunned by
about every animal in the category, except that brilliant specimen,
the wage-slave, who would cheerfully go to hell itself if its brimstone
deposits could be used as a means of squeezing a little profit out of
his foul carcass for his capitalist masters. Out of the arid, wind-swept
alkali plains of southern Saskatchewan also cometh the wage-slave’s
twin, the horny-handed agriculturist and the stagger that he is making
at accumulating wealth from its worthless soil is pitiful in the extreme.
Where he has succeeded in rooting up a little patch and planting it
to wheat the crop looks that sickly and pitiful that one can readily
imagine what the agriculturist himself will look like after the crop has
been harvested and turned over to the owners, the allied brigands
known as the capitalist class.

If the crop of this glorious northwest is to be estimated by what
can be seen along the C.P.R. from Winnipeg to here it will prove to
be a slim one. Much of it along the road appears to be scarce worth
harvesting. All the blow and bombast about the potentiality of this
glorious Canadian northwest can safely be discounted about 75 per
cent, and then some, and still remain an exaggeration.

The Socialist movement in Ontario is coming rapidly to the front.
A rigorous band of agitators and speakers is already in evidence and its
numbers are being constantly increased. The industrial depression is
severely felt throughout the province owing to the large number
of industrial establishments affected by it. The pressure thus brought
to bear upon the workers tends to put them in a mood receptive to the
revolutionary doctrine of their class. The growth of the movement is
thus hastened by the pressure of hard times.

The movement in Manitoba seems to be as yet practically confined
to Winnipeg, but here it is well advanced and revolutionary to the core.

2

E. T. Kingsley, “Notes by the Way,” Western Clarion, 15 Aug. 1908, 1.
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In fact the workers everywhere seem to have gotten past the stage of
belief in palliative and reform measures. They will only respond when
the revolutionary chord is struck.

The meetings in Winnipeg were well attended and a splendid
interest manifested. In Comrade John Houston the workingmen of
Winnipeg have a candidate for the Ottawa house that they cannot
afford to see defeated. He is a sterling character of that type that
at once commands confidence and respect, and besides this he is
unmistakably proletarian. The vote he will poll will make the capitalist
bunch sit up and take notice.

Comrade Houston tells of an interview he had with a cook who had
been employed at one of the G. T. P. [Grand Trunk Pacific] construc-
tion camps. When he took the job he found the storehouse filled with
an excellent stock of provisions. Upon making inquiry of the con-
tractor as to how he wanted the men fed, he was told to “feed them
well, because men cannot work unless they have plenty of good food”
This being such a remarkable way for a contractor to view things, the
cook took occasion to mention that though he had cooked in camp
for a good many years he had never received such orders before.

“That is all right,” replied the contractor. “You will see what is in the
storehouse. Go ahead and feed the men. Feed them well, for that is all
they are going to get” He evidently had wages down to the irreducible
minimum.

I also note that the G. T. P. construction has solved the liquor prob-
lem. A Winnipeg paper recently made note of the fact that workers on
this construction work were strictly sober. In fact they had become tee-
totalers for the reason that owing to the industrial depression, wages
had fallen so low that after board, etc., was paid, there was nothing left
with which to purchase booze and that even to pay their board, etc.,
they had to work a little overtime. The booze joints along the line had
to go out of business. Now that this happy solution of the drink evil
has been discovered, our prohibition friends may take a well-earned
rest from their arduous labors in striving to have the liquor business
knocked out by law. The G. T. P. “hath shown us the better way”

It is to be hoped this lead will be followed up by such further reduc-
tion of wages as will result in wearing the workingman from such other
expensive and injurious habits as he may still possess. For instance, his

60 Class Warrior

https://doi.org/10.15215/aupress/978177829004.6.01



tobacco could be cut off with physical profit to himself and pecuniary
profit to his employer. And then there are other things, but what’s the
one? A splendid field of speculation opens before us but it must be
left to another time. The anguish caused by a realization of the awful
wrong that has been perpetrated upon the employers all of these years
because the wage-slave has drawn sufficient wages to enable him to
indulge in booze and other sinful things is almost overwhelming. I
would be tempted to drown that anguish in the “flowing bowl” only
that I haven’t the price. This again shows that the lack of cash is a great
moral uplift. It should be encouraged in every way.

Good meeting here last night. I go to Bankhead and Canmore
to-morrow, to Edmonton on Saturday next and thence south and
into B.C.

The Alberta Provincial Executive Committee held its first meeting
last night. It will soon get down to systematic and effective work.

E. T.K.
Calgary, Alta., Aug 3, 1908.

—E. T. Kingsley, “On the Firing Line,” Western Clarion, 4 July 1908, 1, 4.
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On War
1909

Editorial by Kingsley in the Western Clarion in 1909 discussing war and
international relations from a class standpoint—five years prior to the
outbreak of the First World War.

War Is Hell, for Workers

If we are to believe even half we hear through the jingo press and from
patriotic spouters of bombast, war is imminent between Great Britain and
Germany. These thimble-riggers would lead us to expect to hear the tocsin of
war sounded at any moment by that spectacular accident known as “Kaiser
Bill,” or the “war lord” of Germany. But before the working people of either
country allow themselves to be carried off their feet by the reckless and
worthless benchmen of the ruling class they should ascertain what logical
reason exists why they should fly at one another’s throats like savage beasts
on slaughter bent.

The British ruling class has ground the workers into profits by the wage
process for the past half dozen centuries. So complete and thorough has
been their exploitation that millions of them have been reduced to a level
even below that of galley-slaves. Untold millions of wealth has been coined
from their blood and sweat under the lash of capitalist rule. This wealth
has been spread to the four corners of the earth in the shape of further
investments for the benefit of the conscienceless and merciless bunch of
capitalist pirates and bandits at whose instigation the present war scare is
being engineered. What may be said of the British ruling class in this respect
may also be said of the German ruling class, and with equal truth.

Between British and German capitalists there may exist a conflict of inter-
est that could result in nothing short of open hostilities. That this conflict of
interest is of no concern to the working class or either Britain or Germany
may be easily seen by enquiry into the facts bearing upon the matter. In order
to dispose of the surplus wealth accruing to British capitalists by virtue of

62

https://doi.org/10.15215/aupress/978177829004.6.01



the merciless exploitation of their workingmen, it becomes necessary to find
additional or new markets into which this wealth may be thrown and thus
transformed into new capital. With the German capitalists the case is the
same. Neither gang of pirates can successfully pursue their buccaneering
enterprises unless a continually enlarging market be at hand. As that por-
tion of the earth’s surface available for the purpose of this delightful game
is limited, a clash is bound to occur sooner or later from the fact that each
gang of pirates will be forced to struggle for the same territory in which to
dispose of their stolen wares.

If victory perches upon the side of British capital and the coveted markets
be held for British trade, German industry will, of necessity, be crippled in its
operations, and vice versa. Whichever way it goes the slaves of the particular
gang of capitalists which is getting the worst of it will be laid off or discharged
outright and thus afford a prolific source from which the victorious capitalist
gang may draw goodly supplies of cheap labor wherewith to beat down the
wage of its own workmen and thus keep them in that condition of meekness
and humility so vitally necessary to the proper observance of the scriptural
injunction: “Servants, obey your masters.”

No matter which way the fortunes of trade may flow, the workers get
the worst of the deal. Let a given country forge to the front by conquering
new territories (markets) for its capitalist class and the tendency of labor to
flow in that direction is soon manifest. This will continue until labor con-
ditions in the favored country have been brought down to the normal level
under the rule of capital; and that level is the line of subsistence even at the
best. In times of general depression it sinks below that level as millions of
workers can, at the present, truthfully testify.

When the capitalists of any country fancy their interests can be advanced
by war with some other country they endeavor to stir the passion and preju-
dice of their slaves to the point of going forth to battle. And when the fool
slaves have been wrought up to the pitch of wallowing in gore at their mas-
ters’ request, the aforesaid masters will be found snugly ensconced behind
their ledgers busily figuring up how much profit they stand to make out
of the murderous business.

Whenever an attempt to stir up a war scare is made by the ruling class
through its reptile press, loud-mouthed toadies and hypocritical lickspittles,
it is safe to assume that some ulterior motive lies behind the scheme. Some
capitalist interest is to be conserved either by a conquest of further territory
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or a more complete riveting of the chains upon the limbs of slaves already in
leash. And the prince of all fools is the slave who will voluntarily bear arms
in the cause that holds him in chains and sucks his blood.

Every war of modern times has been a war of conquest. Should a war
break out between any two nations of the earth today, it would bear the same
ear-marks. The workers of the world are interested in no war of conquest,
except it be to conquer their freedom from wage slavery. If the masters of
one country desire war with those of another land, let them have it and to
their hearts’ content, but let no workingmen shed the blood of his fellow in
such an inglorious cause.

The interests of the workingmen of all lands lie in the direction of the
overthrow of capital and the ending of its baneful rule, so that peace may
dwell upon the earth and fraternity and good fellowship become the order
of the day. Out upon this warfare business. It is fostered by business for the
purpose of inducing fools to shed their blood in the interest of our bargain
counter capitalists, the most vulgar ruling class that ever fastened itself, like

vermin, upon mankind.

ETK

—E. T. Kingsley, “War Is Hell, for Workers,” Western Clarion, 1 May 1909, 1.
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On the Vancouver Free Speech Fight
1909

Article by Kingsley in the midst of the Vancouver Free Speech Fight of
19009, a clash between leftists and municipal authorities over the use

of public streets for political speech.

Propaganda Zeal of City Officials

Realizing the Ineffectiveness of Purely Academic and
Theoretical Discussion City Officials of Vancouver Take to
Clinch the Arguments of Socialist Street Speakers by
“Propaganda of the Deed”

Everyone who has had experience along the line of arousing the workers
to a realization of the slavish position they occupy in capitalist society and
stirring them to action in defence of their own class interests, knows how
difficult it is to attain results in any manner encouraging, through mere
academic or theoretical discussion. Like the man from “Missouri,” the aver-
age workingman must be shown. He must have some concrete expression
of a truth before he will accept it. Though speakers and writers galore may
explain to him that government from top to bottom is a means whereby the
ruling class enforces its domination and ownership of the working class, it
must be demonstrated to him in such a manner that he can feel it before he
will believe it. A few cracks over the head by a policeman’s baton, or a term
in the “chaingang,” will afford more convincing argument than the combined
verbosity and erudition of all the soapboxers that ever sawed the air.
Carrall street, in this city, around the vicinity of Hastings and Cordova
has long been dedicated to the use of street speakers, street fakers and Salva-
tion Army vaudeville. Peddlers of ointment for the body or balm for the soul,
have been free to dispose of their wares, and he who fancied himself pos-
sessed of a message to be delivered to his fellows, either relating to mundane
or heavenly matters, has been at liberty to get it off his chest at this favored
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spot. As far as we know, the only person who has felt particularly aggrieved
over the doings around this particular locality is the master of the infernal
regions, whom report hath it is much annoyed because of the raucous noises
produced from the instruments manipulated by the S. A. vaudeville artists.

Evidently realizing the inefficiency of the Socialist propaganda carried
on at this point, the city officials have recently taken the necessary measures
to make it properly effective. In other words, they have suddenly become
zealous and active in such “propaganda of the deed,” as will clinch the argu-
ments of the soapbox orator and drive his truths home in the mind of the
wage animal whose hide has hitherto been impervious to the shafts of argu-
ment and reason. Not long since six workingmen who were addressing the
workers at the corner of Carrall and Hastings street were ordered to dis-
perse themselves into circumjacent space. Refusing to do so, their names
were taken by the cop delegated to open up the new propaganda. The next
day they were summoned before the “beak” One was fined five dollars. The
others were dismissed for the reason that the magistrate was not sure of
having made a correct guess as to the innocence or guilt of the first one.
The matter was then passed up to the Supreme Court, where a similar guess
was made to that of the police court. The five dollar fine was then paid. Also
the costs of making both guesses.

The next individual with the gall to get up on that comer to speak to the
workers was hauled into court and soaked $100. This time it being no guess
but a sure thing, the chance was too good to be lost.

The next culprit was a Comrade who, after some other speakers had
finished addressing a crowd, took occasion to seize the opportunity to
announce a meeting the following Sunday night at the Cameraphone the-
atre. One of the city’s propagandists, a big, fat policeman, was promptly on
hand and took the Comrade’s name. Rumor hath it that a summons is even
now wandering around town in search of the culprit.

These arbitrary acts of the police authorities, coupled with a number
of outrageous decisions relating particularly to juvenile offenders, dragged
into the police court within recent months, resulted in the calling of a public
meeting at the City Hall on Monday evening, May 17, for the purpose of call-
ing attention to these matters. The hall was packed to the doors. A number
of city “sleuths” were on hand to size up the proceedings, presumably for the

purpose of reporting to the officials as to the success of the new propaganda.
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From the temper of the meeting, it would seem quite certain that their most
sanguine expectations must have been realized.

At this meeting Comrade L. T. English announced that he would
address a meeting on the street at the old corner on the following evening,
either with or without the consent of the police. This announcement was
greeted with an enthusiasm that portended that all hands would be there.

The meeting was held as promised. At least 1000 persons were present.
A sergeant and four policemen made their appearance, and the speaker
was ordered to stop speaking. This he refused to do. His name was then
demanded. He promptly told the sergeant it was none of his business. The
five of them thereupon waddled solemnly up the street like a flock of fat
ducks. The meeting then went on without further interruption.

Whether the wise city officials will continue in their zeal to further the
good work of showing to the workingmen of this city that they are merely
the agents of the master class and kept for the sole purpose of holding the
workers in subjection, we know not. But whatever they may in their wis-
dom see fit to do to further the good cause of educating the workers along
the lines necessary to their deliverance from capitalist bondage, we shall
welcome as worthy effort generously contributed to a good cause. If they
push forward the “propaganda of the deed” as earnestly and zealously as
we shall push forward the propaganda of the written and spoken word, that
capitalist class that owns both city official and “wage plug” will speedily be
put “hors de combat”

Let the good work go on.

E.TK

—“Propaganda Zeal of City Officials,” Western Clarion, 22 May 19009, 1, 4.
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On Property
1911

A further elucidation of Kingsley's views on property, published in the

Western Clarionin 1911.

Property

Otherwise Than It Appears at First Sight

A conception of property that is quite common is that, at least in many instances,
itis something that once created is handed down from generation to generation.
This may in a sense be true, but a careful scrutiny of the case will show the value
supposed to be attached to property in natural resources, and machinery of
production, to be located in quite a different place, and these forms of property
being merely the means of obtaining control or possession of it.

Landed property may be handed down from generation to generation.
Land, however, of itself possesses no exchange value, no matter how richly
stored with natural resources. It is the presence of a working population that
gives to land its exchange value. The exchange value of land taken as a general
proposition, is determined by the amount of surplus value the owner may be
able to extract from the workers who carry on industry by converting its resour-
ces into usable, or at least, saleable things. Land, therefore, without exchange
value itself, becomes an instrument by means of which the owner is enabled to
transfer the exchange values produced by working people into his own posses-
sion, without anything in return. Land which the owner set aside for individual
use does not so figure, because it is not a part of the means of production in the
capitalist sense, while so used. Capitalist property in the instruments of wealth
production, factories, mills, railroads, etc., is purely the product of labor. It is
continually undergoing the process of reproduction, even the more durable
portion of it being entirely replaced by new at least every few years. The life-
time of the more durable parts of it is only prolonged even these few years at
the expense of new labor expended upon it continually in the shape of repairs.
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The vast property in the shape of food, clothing, etc. the things of daily
consumption, is produced and re-produced each year, and much of it several
times during that period.

Capitalist property is purely an instrument for the purpose of controlling
labor, the only force that creates wealth from the earth’s resources, and trans-
ferring the wealth so created into the possession of capitalists without cost
to them. The value or capitalization of any capitalist concern is determined
by the amount of labor it can command, and the magnitude of the surplus
value it can pilfer from it.

The bonds, stocks, title deeds and other evidences or certificates of cap-
italist property that are transferred from hand to hand, or passed downwards
from generation to generation, are merely title deeds to Labor. In the fac-
tories, mills and sweatshops of the capitalist inferno these deeds are put on
record in the sweat and blood of slaves.

Once capitalist property is stripped of all sham and pretense, and its hid-
eous nakedness exposed to the working people, its victims, the superstitious
reverence for it will of necessity speedily vanish. They will be only too willing
to abolish it, and substitute the Socialist system of property under which
labor shall be free. Then will property become what it should be, a means
of securing the comforts and protection of those who create it.

The function of capitalist government is to defend the present system of
property regardless of its terrible consequences to mankind. In so doing they
act without scruple and without conscience. In fact, scruple and conscience are
not attributes of material interest. Let no one be disturbed over the question of
whether it be right or wrong for the present system to continue, or another take
its place. It is purely a question of power, egged on by material class interest. So
long as the capitalist class interest can marshal to its support the control of the
legislative, executive and judicial powers of government, it will demonstrate its
system of property to be right, against all who may dispute the claim.

When the working class aroused to its material interest shall, through the
exercise of its political rights, have marshalled these powers in its behalf, it will, in
equally convincing manner, demonstrate the capitalist system of property to be
wrong and relegate it to the oblivion which it is so eminently qualified to adorn.

E.TK

—“Property, Western Clarion, 14 Jan. 1911, 1.
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On the Workers’ Awakening
1911

Anarticle by Kingsley published in the Western Clarionin 1911 examining
working-class consciousness and political action in the context of

capitalist exploitation.

The Worker’s Awakening

For centuries the workers of the world have bowed their necks to the yoke
of slavery in one form or another. They have plodded wearily along the
pathway of existence bearing the burdens of civilization upon their slavish
backs and always subject to the masters’ lash if, perchance, they faltered in
the task. Usually their submission has been of the stupid, sullen kind that will
not allow of its victim rising above the level of the horse or ass that balks in
harness when the burden becomes unbearable, instead of dumping the load
and kicking the driver to smithereens. Evidence, however, is by no means
lacking to show that a change is coming over the spirit of the workingman’s
dream. He is evidently awakening to at least some sort of a comprehension
of the wrongs perpetrated upon him by those who have set themselves,
in authority to rule over him. He is beyond question cultivating a healthy
determination to do something more drastic than merely to balk in harness
and patiently submit to the lash being applied to his quivering flesh.

It is particularly noticeable that in the event of a strike, at least of any
proportions, there is an ever-increasing sentiment finding expression for
something entirely outside of and away from the mere matter of an increase
in wages or more tolerable conditions of slavery in general. The determina-
tion to end the wage system by the complete overthrow of the rule of capital
each day finds a more clear expression. Even the careless observer of passing
events can scarce fail to notice it.

Time was, and not many years since, when it was almost as much as one’s
life was worth to apply the term slaves to a bunch of workingmen. It is now
quite the common thing for them so to designate themselves. This realization
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of their status under capitalist civilization is one of the most cheering signs of
the times. It affords most convincing evidence of an awakening of labor that
portends no end of trouble for the sleek, well-fed pirates and swashbucklers
that constitute the present ruling class. At least no end of trouble until the
sceptre of power has been stripped from their bloody hands and the reign
of capital brought to an inglorious finish.

Everywhere the workers are turning their attention more and more to the
conquest of the capitalist state. They are recognizing the state to be the sole
bulwark of capitalist property. They see in it, and correctly, too, the instru-
ment by means of which the capitalists maintain their title of ownership in
the means of production and their consequent power to rule and rob the
working class.

The determination of the workers to conquer the state and use its organ-
ized powers for the purpose of striking the fetters of wage slavery from their
limbs by the abolition of capitalist property, marks the awakening of labor.
Fully aroused to the necessity of action in its own behalf the working class
will speedily solve the problem of what to do with the resources of the earth
and the instruments of production so as to admit of human society moving
forward to a saner and more decent civilization.

Capitalist civilization is today rotten to the core. The chronicle of daily
events is but a disgusting story of vice, crime, corruption, graft, chicanery,
pollution and fraud unspeakable. A slave civilization, it cannot rise above
the level of that from which it springs. It is up to the slave to break his chains
and by so doing relegate to oblivion the most hypocritical and vulgar ruling
class that has ever cursed the earth with its presence.

The proletarian battalions are marshalling for the fray. Labor is awaken-
ing to the task in hand. In the conquest of the state by the proletariat and
the use of its powers to abolish capital and the wage slavery from which it
sucks its sustenance, lies the hope of the future.

And the proletariat is awakening. Speed the day of its triumph.

K

—“The Worker’s Awakening,” Western Clarion, 29 Apr. 1911, 1.
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On Economic Organization
1911

Anarticle by Kingsley published in the Western Clarionin 1911 examining
the topic of economic organization of society and of the working class,
responding to the rising current of industrial unionism among British
Columbia workers with the formation and growth of the Industrial
Workers of the World (IWW), which provided an alternate pole of

attraction forworking-class sympathies and activism to Kingsley’s SPC.

Economic Organization

The reading of the history of mankind from the materialist standpoint
shows the trend of industrial evolution to have continually been in the direc-
tion of a more perfect, complete and powerful organization of the powers of
wealth production, i. e., more efficient economic organization. The purpose
lying behind this development, and in obedience to the irresistible force of
which it has been pushed forward, is, evidently, that of enabling mankind
to supply itself with the material requisites for its comfort and well-being
with the least possible expenditure of human energy. Men, either as individ-
uals or aggregations of individuals, have been but instruments in the hands
of the underlying forces that have pushed humanity along the pathway of
material progress. That they have turned things to their own advantage in
many cases, and away from the really proper and beneficent purpose of the
general well-being, is undoubtedly true, but that the ultimate outcome of all
of the turmoil, agony and travail of past and present times will be the even-
tual uplift of the race to a greater degree of comfort, happiness and general
well-being, would seem to be equally beyond question.

The organization of the powers of wealth production, i. e., the economic
organization of human society, is rapidly approaching that degree of per-
fection where it can no longer be held in subjection and subservience to the
whim or caprice of anything less than the whole people acting together in
the common interest. In fact it can no longer be kept from performing its
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proper function of providing human society, even down to its humblest unit,
with the material requisites to a full, fair and healthful existence, in return
for services rendered in the interest of the commonweal.

There is evidence upon every hand to show the near approach of the
collapse of the present or capitalist control of the economic organization
and its assumption by human society as a whole for the common good. That
this impending change will be effected by the action of the working class
does not in the least alter the facts in the case. The victory of the working
class in the impending conflict with the capitalist class merely signifies the
application of the benefits arising from the highly developed and powerful
economic organization, to all of the members of human society, instead of
to a favored few as at present.

To effect this change, so imperatively demanded by the needs of the
hour, necessitates the conquest, by the working class, of that sole point of
vantage from which the ownership—and therefore control—of economic
organization and power can be dictated and enforced. This point of vantage
is government, the organized power of the state. It is this power alone which
today withholds, from all but a favored few, any participation in the benefits
arising from the powerful modern economic organization. It is the power
that holds intact the present or capitalist form of property in the means of
wealth production, and thus preserves to the capitalists the control of eco-
nomic power and the absorption of the wealth arising from its exercise. It is
the power that holds the working class in its present condition of economic
bondage, or wage-servitude. It is the power that must be broken before the
present economic organization of human society, the product of centuries
of development, can be put to its proper use of lightening the burden of toil
upon the shoulders of the individual man.

Individual zealots, who are carried off their feet by sudden waves of
enthusiasm brought on by Utopian visions of glorious prospects opened to
their admiring gaze by the magic wand of their own conceit, would build
what they term “economic organization” in which the workers are to be
“drilled” for the task of “taking over and successfully operating” the industries,
when capitalism shall, by some mysterious process, have been overthrown.
These worthies, however, overlook the fact that the only possible, or
even thinkable, economic organization already exists and the workers have
grown up with it; have been drilled into its operation, and today are oper-
ating it with all the measure of success possible under its present form of
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ownership and control. That these workers have little or no participation
in the accruing benefits, does not arise from their lack of ability to operate,
but in the capitalists’ power to apply these benefits to other purposes. The
action by the working class that is necessary in order to deprive the cap-
italists of the power to thus appropriate the fruits of industry to their own
purposes, has already been mentioned and needs no further elaboration. It
is so palpably self-evident that it could not well escape the notice of any one
with his eyes open.

E. T. Kingsley

—“Economic Organization,” Western Clarion, July 1911, 18—20.
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On the Capitalist State
1911

Article by Kingsley inthe Western Clarionin 1911 examining the capitalist
state and considerations relating to the working-class seizure of power
in Canada and the United States.

The Capitalist State

The Sole Instrument by Means of Which the Present Ruling Class
Maintains Its Economic Dominion Over the Working Class and
Gathers Rich Profits From Its Exploitation

In their struggles against the exactions of their employers, many working-
men are prone to overlook one point of vantage possessed by employers, the
possession of which renders their position invulnerable against all attacks
made upon them in the field of industry. This point of vantage is the State.
True it is that the State had its inception in the needs of a ruling class. It was
born and has grown to its present maturity, as the instrument whereby a
ruling class could hold in subjection those over whom it desired to exercise
authority. It is a means of representation and subjugation. It is an Institution
inconceivable except in a society based upon slavery in some form or other.

The present State is essentially the instrument or means whereby cap-
italist property maintains its sway and enforces its scheme of rapine and
robbery upon its working class victims. It is only by and through the State
that the enslavement of labor can be maintained and enforced. So long
as the State remains in control of the capitalists, it stands to reason that it
will be used solely for the purpose of conserving the interests of that class
in human society, by holding the workers in subjection to that exploitation
from which all profits arise.

The State is not, as so many suppose, an impartial something that stands
between warring individuals as classes in human society for the purpose of
preventing them from cutting each other’s throats. It is merely an expression
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of organized force to be used by the individual or class that may be in posses-
sion of it in such manner as may best conserve his or their interests. Every
act of the State is determined by the economic interests of he or they who
are, for the time being, in control of its machinery and powers. An excellent
illustration of this was afforded a few years since in the persecution of the
officials of the Western Federation of Miners. All the powers of the State
were used to effect the murder of men who had dared to expend their energy
along the lines of a labor movement that seriously threatened the right of
Capital to rule and rob. Long established forms of law and methods of pro-
cedure were thrown to the winds and brute force brazenly resorted to for
the accomplishment of the end in view. That the contemplated murder was
not carried out was undoubtedly due to the fact that the interests behind
the scheme were held back through fear of such uprising of labor as might
sweep the rule of Capital into oblivion. Another equally splendid illustration
of the vicious class character of the modern State is afforded in the seiz-
ure and imprisonment of the McNamara Brothers. That this is but another
attempt to effect the legal murder of men in the Labor movement whose
activities are along lines considered dangerous by ruling class interest, must
be patent to any one who cares to follow the proceedings of the case. The
same brazen disregard of all constitutional rights and previous established
procedure; and the same coarse and brutal determination to accomplish the
murder of the accused men is evidenced in the case of the McNamara’s as in
that of the W. F. M.. officials in 1907. The only thing that will prevent is [sic]
consummation will be such an expression of working class solidarity as will
make such a consummation too threateningly dangerous.

Be that as it may, however, the fact remains that so long as the capitalists
retain undisturbed possession of the machinery of the State, the workers will
be clubbed, beaten or shot into subjection whenever they dare to seriously
threaten the right of their masters to exploit them to the last drop of juice
in their bones.

Determined and persistent assault upon the political entrenchment of
capital, i.e. the State by the working class will soon force its surrender. With
this instrument in its possession the working class can turn its powers to
its own purpose by relegating to the lumber room of history that form of
property (capitalist) that today curses the earth by grinding the men, women
and children of toll into profit for capitalists. It might even be considered
a sort of just retribution were a victorious working class to deal out to the
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capitalists themselves some of the State medicine that these ruling class
pirates now so lavishly bestow upon their enslaved and exploited victims.

The conquest of the capitalist State by the working class will open the
gateway for the transformation of capitalist property into the collective, or
common, property of the working class. This will mean the ending of the
wage slave system, the last and most merciless and brutal slavery the world
has ever known.

With the ending of the rule of capital, “the State will die out,” as Marx
and Engels have said. With no longer a ruling class and a class to be ruled
it would no longer have a function to perform. It would become obsolete.

In the struggle against the exactions of their masters the workers should
never forget that the domination of industry by those masters is due solely
to their control of the State. By means of that control they are always in a
position whereby they can make and enforce all the rules of the industrial
game. This is what is commonly termed the “Law”” That is why capitalists
are masters and workers are slaves. Also that is why the slaves always get the
worst of it in their struggles for better wages, hours and treatment in general.

But as the workers are many and capitalists few, it would seem that a
word to the wise would be quite sufficient. But it is not.

E.TK

—"“The Capitalist State,” Western Clarion, 2 Dec. 1911, 1.
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On the Causes of the First World War
1914

This unsigned editorial by Kingsley in the Western Clarion in October 1914
resulted in the permanent end to his participation in the newspaper. It
was viewed as a betrayal of working-class internationalism and a retreat
into “national chauvinism” by many of his comrades in the Socialist Party

of Canada.

The Affirmation of “German Culture”

The European war has now been on for a matter of two and a half months.
Several hundred thousand men have been put out of commission, either
permanently or temporarily. Cities, villages and hamlets have been destroyed
and fields laid waste, over vast territories and yet all that has thus far occurred
is but the prelude to that which is to follow. The performance thus far has
been merely a sort of curtain raiser to the unfolding of the most stupendous
and glorious drama of Christian blood and slaughter that has ever edified a
cultured, cultivated and God-fearing people.

It is not necessary at this time to refer to any humbug or canting pretense
indulged in by any of the Allies in this struggle. Whatever motives, either
sordid or altruistic, may be responsible for their actions in the matter, will
no doubt be uncovered in course of final settlement. He, however, who is
possessed of sporting proclivities may safely offer extremely long odds on
the sordid end of the proposition.

We are told that the terrific struggle now going on is that of “German
civilization and culture” against the semi-Asiatic barbarism of Russia. At
least that seems to be the German version of the affair. Granted that such
is the case then we are in a position to be able to judge of the merit of that
type or brand of “culture” which the Germans have been so emphatically
affirming in Belgium for the last couple of months.

In order to strike a blow at Russian barbarism, “German culture” deemed
it necessary to smite France. The French border being heavily fortified it
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would be no easy matter to invade France from that quarter, so the effort was
made to get into France without cost, by crossing the territory of Belgium,
and German “culture” was thus affirmed. The attempt was a coward’s trick.
It was the effort of a cowardly bully to effect by bluff and bluster something
that he had not the courage to attempt by open-handed means. And the
attempt failed of its purpose because the Belgians called the bluff and stood
up manfully in defense against this cowardly invasion of their territory.

Thus thwarted of their purpose the Germans proceeded to wreak ven-
geance upon those who had thwarted them. In all the history of savage
warfare nothing is recorded more brutal, wanton and cruel than the German
occupation and devastation of Belgium. A land laid waste, cities, villages
and farmhouses destroyed, non-combatants, peasants, men, women and
children murdered or mutilated, these are the tales that come to us and from
so many hands and through so many channels that we cannot disbelieve
them all, showing how completely and magnificently German “culture” has
affirmed itself.

The levying of tribute upon captured towns used to be resorted to by the
pirates and buccaneers of the Spanish main. It was by this gentle, refined and
courteous method that pirate “culture” affirmed itself in those barbaric
and uncivilized days. German “culture” has not only revived the practice,
but greatly enlarged it in scope and efficiency.

Some canting hypocrites while condemning the brutal and atrocious
conduct of German “culture” in precipitating and carrying on this war
attempt to gloss over and excuse the conduct of the German people in con-
nection therewith. They say, “we have no quarrel with the German people;
it is German militarism that we condemn” They forget that German mil-
itarism cannot exist except by and with the approval of the German people.
As far as we have been able to learn, not a single German in the whole lot
refused to fight. Apparently they approved of the war and took up arms, at
the Kaiser’s bidding, solid to a man. The Socialist members of the Reichstag
voted the war credits thus assuming their share of the responsibility for the
subsequent slaughter and devastation. And Socialist members also went
abroad on behalf of the Kaiser’s government to induce the workers of other
lands to take sides with it in the glorious crusade of blood and butchery on
behalf of German “culture”

German militarism is, undoubtedly, the normal and healthy expression
of the German people and that, too, in spite of the noisy pretence upon the
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part of some four millions of them in being Socialists. They are just as earn-
estly and zealously engaged in killing the workmen of other lands as though
they had never heard of Socialism. They have shown themselves traitors
to the international working class and must and should be exterminated the
same as any other enemy. Like our Italian comrades, we hope “that those
who instigated this war will be crushed by it” Those who aided and abetted
it, and still are doing so, are included among the instigation.

Our comrades of Belgium and France are justified in fighting, as they
are fighting in self-defence and against “traitor workmen.” The triumph of
German “culture” would mean for France and Belgium a sinking to the reac-
tionary level of Germany with its workers so obsessed with militarism as
to make them traitors to the international working class. There is probably
much yet to be desired in the way of democracy in Western Europe, but,
even so, political conditions there are preferable to those of any military
crazy house like Germany. We hope the Allies succeed in crushing Germany
speedily and effectively and that when this is accomplished may they all
be so completely broke financially that they will be compelled to forego
the continued luxury of those huge military and naval establishments along-
side of which “peace” is an impossibility and “good will” a pipe dream.

While German “culture” sits enthroned at Brussels with Belgium prostrate
and helpless, not a neutral either hound or pup in the international dog ken-
nel has sand enough in its “innards” to bark out a protest against this brutal
outrage upon a fellow neutral. Perhaps it is not so much a lack of sand as a
lack of decency. Even now it is not too late for the neutral nations to notify the
apostles of German “culture” to vacate the Belgian premises and make good
the damage, as far as it can be made good, by payment. A demand of this sort
accompanied by a gentle intimation that non-compliance therewith would
necessitate the sending of armed forces to aid the Allies in enforcing the
demand would in no way tend to prolong the war and its attendant horrors.

It is useless, however, to speculate on such unlikely happenings. There
is probably not a neutral in the lot that is actuated by any loftier motive
than trying to extract trade chestnuts from the fire without burning its own
sordid fingers.

”

—“The Affirmation of ‘German Culture,” Western Clarion, 24 Oct. 1914, 2.
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On Carnage
1916

This article by Kingsley was published in the British Columbia
Federationist in June 1916, tracing parallels between the carnage of
war and industrial accidents that threaten the lives and well-being

of workers on a day-to-day basis under capitalism.

Killed and Maimed in Peace as in War

Annual Toll on Industrial Battlefield Is Simply Astounding:
Profit, Pomp, and Power the Underlying Motive of Industry

Figures recently made public by the Interstate Commerce commission at
Washington, show that 2531 persons were killed and 43,518 injured by rail-
road accidents during the three months ending September 30, 1915. It must
be remembered that this did not happen “somewhere in France” during
times of war, but in the United States during times of peace. And this kill-
ing and maiming has been a result of railway operation alone. Just what the
grand total of killed and crippled would be if all other branches of industry
had made returns, is not known, but it would certainly have attained no
inconsiderable proportions, and might have even given the toll of Mars a

close run for supremacy as a quarterly report of blood and butchery.

Industrial Casualties

The terrific loss of life and the crippling and maiming incidental to the
boasted industrial processes of today, is truly appalling. The magnitude of
it is quite sufficient to prompt us to pause and consider whether the achieve-
ments of modern industry are worth the terrible price the workers have to
pay for its operation. Not only do they pay with their sweat and agony, but

with their very lives as well, and all they get out of it is, at the most, but a
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bare and meagre existence, even if they are fortunate enough to escape being
maimed, or killed outright.

There is upon this western continent something like 250,000 miles of
railway, equipped with hundreds of thousands of locomotives and millions
of cars and the other necessary paraphernalia for the handling of traffic.
Outside of the railways the industrial machinery of the continent is the most
gigantic and powerful on earth.

Is Worker Any Better Off?

The amount of wealth turned out and poured into the world’s market is
almost beyond computation. And yet we may well ask if the average working
man is any better off than his ancestor of two centuries ago? Can the worker
make his living any easier than his forebear could back in those days when
the production of wealth was still a hand process? Does the enormous vol-
ume of wealth now turned out by means of this complicated and powerful
industrial establishment, conserve any genuine and healthy human purpose?
Does the toting of millions of human beings and countless tons of wealth up
and down the length and breadth of the earth, really tend to satisfy any legit-
imate and worthy human need? Does it in any manner lighten the burden
of toil upon human shoulders? Does it increase the well-being of the toilers
and widen their opportunities to live, to know and to enjoy? Does all of
the world’s industrial and transportation power conserve any other pur-
pose than that of gratifying the ambition of rulers and ruling classes to hold
the sway of empire over the world’s toilers and revel in the fat that is ground
out of their blood and sweat?

And All for “Profit”

Ruling class pomp, power and aggrandizement is the underlying motive of
modern industry, and it is for the conservation of such vulgarity that this
monstrously brutal and bloody industrial mechanism of capitalist produc-
tion exists. We know of no other excuse to offer in its defence. That is [sic]
conserves any legitimate and healthy human purpose we deny. That a multi-
tude of healthy human beings are sacrificed upon its bloody altar, in order
that a savior may arise unto the nostrils of the ruling class God, capital is
shown, not only in the record of railway and other industrial accidents, but

82  Class Warrior

https://doi.org/10.15215/aupress/978177829004.6.01



also in the glorious carnage now going on “somewhere” in various places,
in the name of liberty and “an enduring peace” But that is as it should be,
for are we not living under the rule of property, and is not the toiler still
brother to the “ex?”

E.TK

—XKingsley, “Killed and Maimed in Peace as in War,” British Columbia
Federationist, 9 June 1916, 1.
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On Slavery and War

1917

Slavery, which consists of serving masters for masters’ profits, exists
just as truly to-day as it did in the old times of the chattel slaves, and
every war, from the earliest to the present, has arisen from quarrels

between masters over plunder accruing from the robbing of slaves.

E. T. Kingsley

The following article by Kingsley appeared in the Sydney International
Socialist in the midst of the First World War, one of many articles by Kingsley
published in the Australian labour press during and after the war. The Aus-
tralian labour press also regularly published the above quote from Kingsley,
which is taken from a speech he delivered in Vancouver in 1917. Excerpts
from that speech later appeared in part in the Adelaide Daily Herald in 1918,
in the Darwin Northern Standard in the late 1920s, and in nine issues of the

Brisbane Worker between 1927 and 1943.

The Evolution of the Slave

Exactly how slavery originated it is impossible to know. It came into being
so long before the age of inscribed records that not even a tradition of its
origin exists.

But, while we are in the dark as to how it originated, why it did so we may
very easily surmise by merely examining into the motives that would impel
one individual to enslave others. When we do this we immediately perceive
that the one incentive to enslavement in the first place would be that the
slave should provide or aid in providing for the wants of the masters. This is,
of course, subject to the condition that the labor of the slave should produce
more than sufficient to feed, clothe and shelter the slave himself. For so long
as the labor of any individual did not produce any more than the keep of
that individual there would be nothing left for the master, and there would

therefore be no material advantage to enslaving him.
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It was also necessary that the master should be in a position to compel
the slave to work for him, and to surrender into his hands the products of
his toil. Probably, in the most primitive stages enslavement was achieved
by mere brute force, and the slaves prevented from escaping by means of
armed guards, shackles, etc. Later, as society became more closely knit and
slavery had become a regular institution, law, custom, and religion were
invoked in aid of the masters. The slave was taught to accept servitude as
his lot, and an attempt to escape became not only a crime, punishable in the
world, but sin, involving sure and certain retribution in the next. Further,
the ever widening monopolization of the earth and its resources by the mas-
ters, made ever more difficult the avoidance of slavery by the masses, who
were held in subjection by means of the powers of government resting always
in the hands of the masters, and by them ruthlessly used to crush any revolt.

The next step in the evolution of the slave was from the state of chattel
slavery to that of serfdom, when he, from being the private property of a
direct owner became indirectly but no less actually, the property of a land-
owner by being attached to the land as a part and parcel of the domain. Here
the condition of his servitude was that he was allotted a parcel of land to
cultivate for his own use on condition that he cultivated also an adjoining
parcel for the use of his lord. Escape in the majority of cases was out of
the question, for there was no-whither to escape. This system of serfdom
continued and flourished so long as agriculture remained the chief industry
though, towards the last, serious in-roads upon its predominance were made
by the growing activity of manufacture. It was given its death blow by the
application of steam-power, which opened the way to the factory system.
Industry after industry, such as spinning and weaving, was transferred from
the farm to the factory, the farm industry being incapable of surviving the
competition of the more economical factory. Despite the hostile legislation
of the land owners, who yet held the reins of power, the laborers followed the
industry, and finally the rule of the lords was broken and the serfs emanci-
pated from the soil, in order that the over-growing demand of the factories
for labor might be met.

But this emancipation was one of form rather than of fact. The slave was
released from his master, and was free—to go and find one. A master he must
have or die. Into the hands of that master he must, as of yore, surrender the

product of his toil. Escape for him is more impossible than ever. Ownership
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now, not only of the earth and its resources, but of all the means of produc-
tion, is monopolized by the master class. For them he must toil.

He is no longer sold bodily as a chattel, or with the land as an attachment
to the soil. But he must now himself sell his labor power, his physical energy,
for what it will fetch. To the product of his toil he has no more claim than had
his forbears. Like them he receives but his keep. Worse than that, he receives
it only when he can find a master; they were moderately sure of it for life.

As of old the powers of government rest in the hands of his masters and
are, as of old, ruthlessly used against him.

E. T Kingsley

—“The Evolution of the Slave,” Sydney International Socialist, 14 July 1917, 1.

See also reprinted excerpts: “Socialist Shots,” Adelaide Daily Herald, 8 Feb.
1918, 5; Brisbane Worker, 5 Jan. 1927, 5 Sept. 1928, 31 Aug. 1932, 20 Dec. 1933,

12 Feb. 1935, 9 Feb. 1937, 19 July 1938, 5 Nov. 1940, 15 Feb. 1943; Darwin Northern
Standard, 27 Nov. 1928, 14 Dec. 1928.
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On War Finance
1917

This article by Kingsley, published in the British Columbia Federationist
inAugust1917, discusses aspects of war finance and taxation in Canada
and the United States.

Fighting Now and Payment Later: Mythology Up-to-Date

The United States is financing itself in this war by loans and taxes. It obtains
funds from the people, some by taxation and some by the sale of bonds, and
then it goes into the markets and buys from the people what it needs. The
people supply the government with money and the government with this
money buys from the people what it needs for the war.

There are three sources from which the United States can draw the sinews
of war. First is the fixed property of the nation. This represents our farms, fac-
tories, mines, railways, and all other property including accumulated savings.
From the corpus or body of none of these, except the accumulated savings,
will the government obtain war funds, and even from the accumulated sav-
ings it will draw a relatively small portion. These accumulated savings are
invested in industries and business which are necessary to the country’s
welfare and prosperity and it is only that portion of these savings which are
seeking investment that the government will receive in exchange for bonds.

The second and the great source from which the government is to derive
its war fund is the wealth produced during the war. Part of this it will obtain
by taxation and part in exchange for bonds. The annual production of the
United States, from its farms, mines, factories, and other sources, amounts
to fifty billion dollars a year and out of this fifty billion dollars will come the
funds, part from taxes and part from sale of bonds, with which the United
States will finance itself during this war.

By taxation this generation will pay its portion of the cost of the war.
By the sale of bonds the next generation is called upon to pay its portion,
and this last portion will be paid from the wealth production after the war.
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By this method the capital of the country, its sources of income and
wealth, are unimpaired. It is only the yearly increment of this property that
is called upon to bear a portion of the cost of the war. What the government
receives it receives from the people without impairing the sources of wealth
of the country, and passes it back to the people in exchange for the produc-
tions of the country. It is in a way only a shifting of credits.

The government collects the current taxes and by means of bonds antici-
pates taxes of the years to come, and all the money thus acquired passes back
into the hands of the taxpayers. This is why governments which follow sound
economic methods not only are not impoverished by wars but sometimes
emerge the stronger as England did after the Napoleonic wars and the United
States after the Civil War.

If sound information is required about a shoemaker it would be well to
consult a shoemaker; if about house-building a carpenter; if about drugs
a druggist, and if about finance a financier, no doubt. The Federationist is
in more ways than one interested in matters of finance and whenever any
apparent valuable information comes within reach, touching upon the art of
financial jugglery and legerdemain, it is eagerly seized upon by this office and
put to immediate use in the daily battle of attempting to make a theoretical
penny perform a task that has evidently been cut out for a million dollars of
real money. The above illuminating treatise on finance is clipped from the
U.S. Official Bulletin, published daily at the City of Washington D.C. The mat-
ter appeared as an editorial in the Bulletin of August 16 and bears earmarks
of being the production of the secretary of the treasury, Mr. McAdoo—who,
by the way, is a son-in-law of President Wilson. We know of no better author-
ity on finance than one whose qualifications to speak are predicated upon

these two important facts.

But there is something extremely perplexing about this matter of finance.
The more lucid the explanation the greater the perplexity. The more it is
explained by those who by either birth, training or marriage are well qualified
to do so, the more involved and confused it all becomes, until the lay mind is
almost driven to distraction in attempting to grasp it. McAdoo’s explanation
is, however, so lucid and easily understandable as to bring it easily within

range of the assimilative mental powers of the dullest Henry Dubb in the
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land.* The government merely taxes or borrows money from the “people”
and with that money “buys from the people what it needs for the war” Could
anything be simpler than that? Of course some captious and ill-mannered
critic might suggest that what the government has borrowed was nothing but
evidences of credit which had been given for things that had been previously
produced by labor and for which labor had received nothing in return, and
which the despoilers of labor could only dispose of on credit for the simple
reason that there was nothing either on earth or in the waters under the earth
with which payment could be made. This, however, is scarce worth making
a note of, for it is not for a moment to be supposed that great authorities on
finance would so far forget the duty they owe to the greatest flimflam of the
ages, as to belittle themselves and their sacred calling by wasting time over
such senseless and petty objections.

Coming down to brass tacks, however, we can not get away from the fact
that the only payment that is or that can be made, is that which is made
daily by the wealth producers, and that payment is made solely in the energy
they expend in the processes of either capitalist industry or capitalist war
and slaughter. In fact, these are but one and the same thing, for war itself is
but a part, and a logical part at that, of ruling class industry. And the cost of
both is paid and paid in full by those slaves of industry and of war. There is
no payment that can be sloughed off upon the future for the lives that are
ground up into profit and aggrandizement for masters in days of peace and
into profit and glory for those masters in time of war. All that is or can be
passed on to the future for payment is the misery of unending and unpaid
labor in times of peace, and the agony and horrors of war added thereto
in times of war. But future generations will pay for their own miseries and
agonies that are being visited upon those who are now living. They will pay
for their own enslavement and torture, even as the present generation is
paying in blood, gore and untold agony for its stupid tolerance of class rule
and dull submission to its horrors and atrocities. That is all that enslaved

Henry Dubb was a cartoon character, an American worker portrayed by his
socialist creator as victimized by capitalism. See Ryan Walker, New Adven-
tures of Henry Dubb: Cartoons (Chicago: Socialist Party, 1915).
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labor ever did pay for, and it must continue to pay so long as it will remain
enslaved. And all of the twaddle of financiers will not alter the fact.

&

Now as to the “three sources from which the United States can draw the
sinews of war’” First comes the “fixed property of the nation”” This is referred
to as “our farms, factories, mines, railways and all other property, including
accumulated savings”” There is no property, either fixed or loose, outside of
the wealth producers of the country. The producers of the food, clothing,
shelter and other things requisite to human comfort and sustenance, consti-
tute all there is or ever was to property. All values in exchange are brought
forth by these workers alone. There is nothing else that enters into exchange
value. All articles that go forth upon their mission as commodities carrying
exchange value into the market, carry only that with which they have been
endowed by their creator, the labor of human hands. They could not other-
wise exist. That which calls them forth and endows them with the precious
virtue and value in exchange, being the creator of all such value, must be
the only thing on earth that can possess the peculiar attribute of property,
in the sense that property means a something that can and does ring to its
possessor the comforts of life, the things necessary to his existence and wel-
fare, without expenditure or effort upon his part. And there is no other test
of property, in the modern acceptance of the term, than that it can and does
bring to its owner something for nothing. As the labor of enslaved workers
is the only power on earth that can and does do that, it logically follows that
such laborers constitute all the property there is.

The control of resources and means of production enables those who
hold such control to exercise the rights and powers of ownership over the
laborers themselves. That is all there is to ruling class property, the type of
property that rules the world today and which is worshipped like unto a
golden calf by the ruling pagans of our time. That is all there is to the “fixed
property” of nations. And the slaves appear to be more sublimely and com-
pletely oblivious of it than any one else.

“Accumulated savings!” That’s a real joke. As though there could be any

such a thing when it comes down to real wealth. One would think from the
way the phrase is mouthed that food, clothing and other useful things were
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in some miraculous manner saved up as against the rainy day that is sure
to come. But the contrary is the fact. Everything in the line of necessary
and useful things, besides many things that are neither, is produced and
reproduced each day and year with ceaseless regularity. And in the same
manner and with the same persistence it is used up with the same certainty
and regularity. Credit tokens and other paper evidences of debt are accumu-
lated, and the rapidity of the accumulation is increased from day to day in
ratio corresponding to the increase of the productivity of labor owing to the
improvement of the mechanism and technique of industry. In other words,
just as the power to produce wealth is increased by the development and
higher perfection of the tools of industry, so is the sum total of the debt of
the world likewise increased. The wider the margin between the amount
paid to the workers as their wages and the amount of wealth brought into
existence by their labor, the greater the amount of such wealth that must
be disposed of on credit and the greater the sum of world indebtedness
becomes. Borrowing or taxing does not wipe it out. It only transfers credits
to other hands, for the time being. If the government borrows credit from
certain of the people and utilizes that credit to make purchases from those
same people, or from others who in turn must purchase from them, it is easy
to be seen that not only has no debt been wiped out, but an addition has
been made to the total by the amount thus borrowed, and for which new
securities (bonds) have been issued. If it is taxed out of the people it does
not in any manner alter the case, because that which is taken by taxes must
be taken from those who own property, and it will flow back to their coffers
by the same process that brought it there in the first instance. It is like a dog
chasing its own tail, no matter from what point you view it.

&

According to our authority, the sale of bonds is to place upon the next gener-
ation the burden of paying “its portion” of the war’s cost, and such “portion
will be paid from the wealth production after the war” It seems almost an
unnecessary reflection upon human intelligence to be called upon to suggest
that no payment for the things produced by the labor of human hands could
be paid for except payment be made in kind; i.e. in the products of human
hands. If these products are at any time to be sold upon credit, and they are
always so sold as if they are sold at all, how in the name of commonsense
could payment therefor ever be made, except by the incurring of a debt of
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similar magnitude in order to obtain the means of payment? And it is mani-
fest that no payment would result. As products must first be taken from the
workers without payment, before they become available for the delectation
of the trading fraternity, no payment can be considered in our calculations
unless it covers the case of the workers from whom this wealth has been
taken, without payment therefor. Whatever deals may subsequently take
place between individual buyers and sellers, has nothing to do with the case,
for in them is to be found nothing of a financial character except a transfer of
credits, and there is nothing in the nature of final payment in that. No part
of the cost of this war can be paid by after-the-war production. It can only
be paid for now, and it is being paid for, as it is fought, by the useful class in
human society; the ignorant working class. Blissfully ignorant of everything
except how to produce wealth and allow the ruling class to get away with it.

Nations are neither richer nor poorer as a result of war. Rulers still rule
and rob after the smoke of battle clears away, just as they did before. Slaves
(property) still sweats profit for masters and get nothing better than a narrow
and meagre existence for themselves, and an extremely uncertain one at that.
While individual masters may here and there have lost their all by war, just
as is often the case even in times of peace, others come into possession of
the property the losers formerly held and the sum total of the world’s paper
wealth has not been diminished. It has even been greatly increased as a result
of the intensified speeding up of industry to meet war requirements. True,
some property has been killed or damaged, but it is the sort of property
that happily costs its owners nothing, so no loss has really occurred. If loss
has occurred, however, it will be recouped, through the breeding propen-
sities of the slaves, in due course of time, and without cost to the masters
and owners. The slaves are neither richer nor poorer after the war than
before. They had nothing before and they have it still. Though a considerable
number of them may have been sooner hustled over the “great divide” than
would have perhaps been the case had peace not been broken, they have
possibly been the gainers by thus having their lives of misery shortened. If
enough of them have been killed to sufficiently deplete the supply of labor
in the market, those who have escaped may get a few more cents per month
wages pending the time when the conditions of the labor market are again
brought to the normal by means of the birth rate of slaves. The government
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expert sums the whole thing up by saying, of this war financing business: “It
is in a way only a shifting of credits.” There are ten-year-old schoolboys in
Vancouver who know that “a shifting of credits” has nothing to do with pay-
ment. It is merely a game of “passing the buck.” The Federationist opines that
the entire financial scheme is one of pure and unadulterated bunk, not only
mathematically impossible but so childishly ridiculous as to be calculated
to befool only those who really belong in the home for the feeble-minded.

E. T. Kingsley

—“Fighting Now and Paying Later;,” British Columbia Federationist, 31 Aug.
1917, 23.
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On the War Effort
1917

This article by Kingsley was published in the inaugural issue of The Critic,
a newspaper launched by publisher and long-standing VVancouver Mayor
L. D. Taylor in the summer of 1917. The article captured the attention
of Canada’s immigration inspector for British Columbia, Malcolm J.
Reid, who forwarded a copy to the chief press censor, Colonel
Ernest J. Chambers. The article further illuminates Kingsley's views on

the war crisis.

“Win the War”

Never since the beginning of the present war have I for a moment doubted
the final victory of the Entente Allies. I fully believe that there are good rea-
sons why they should win, and equally good reason why they will. Some of
them I shall endeavor to set forth. But before doing so it may well be well to
offer some suggestions as to why a certain government measure now under
consideration, known as the Military Service Bill, should not meet with
the approval of any person in Canada who does not wish to see democracy
destroyed and liberty mocked.

The reasons why every wealth producer, either farmer or wage worker,
should be opposed to conscript military service may be set forth in few words.
No worker can be driven to charges and scandals; to the Hughes-Borden dis-
pute; and to the evidence of all the parliamentary commissions. They were at
last so humiliated that they were in a temper to condemn someone. They had
seen enthusiasm killed; and graft growing great, and profiteering shameless.
And their patience was exhausted. And they showed it all at the provincial
polls. Therefore, said the Tory campaign manager—that natural impatience
and that patriotic indignation must either be stopped or given vent. Ah! If it

! “Win the War,’ The Critic (Vancouver), c. Aug. 1917, 3—4, in file 279-15,

vol. 608, RG 6, Secretary of State fonds, LAC.
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could only be turned against one political party instead of against the govern-
ment. If all the provinces of Canada which in their discontent had all ceased
enlisting could only have that anger turned against the one province—which
had merely ceased a little earlier; and against the one man whose high charac-
ter and pure record and distinguished talents made him the most dangerous
and redoubtable adversary to all false patriots and demagogues.

The Plan

Well, it might be done. It should at least be tried. And so, for a year past
the effort has been in preparation through press and platform. The people,
at all cost, must be given a false scent. And sent upon a paper-chase. And
the great Canadian Conservative Mot-de ordre was to be—“Down with the
French!” And drive the old mother province out of confederation. Nothing
less. That is the fine, statesmanlike inspiring cry. Not that anyone has really
rebelled against any law enacted. Though they might be goaded to it. Not
that peaceful agitation against any proposed enactment is ever illegal or
unconstitutional. No! But “down with Quebec!” Death to Sir Wilfrid, and to
millions of other good Canadians who dare ask of a moribund parliament for
a popular vote before enforcing one of its own expiring enactments. No. Let
us read the Liberals out of confederation. This is to be a war of loyal Tories
only. All others must be subdued or absorbed, or ostracized. And thus, in a
desert of peace and harmony they propose to “win the war”

Revolution

There is a sane and sensible socialism to which all right thinking men are
tending; and to which most of us can subscribe. There is a peaceful and con-
stitutional revolution which is coming, in our affairs, and which alone can
prevent the other, and the violent one. Call it what you may. It means—radical
reforms. The present, rotten system of this Rogers campaign shows that we
are ripe for it. And the call for that reform, and the need for it today; must
be heard and felt, I am sure, in every corner and constituency in Canada, by
every right thinking man and good citizen of his country.
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Impudence

Sir James Lougheed tells us, with all the impudence of the parvenu, that
they are the cowards and the slackers who are to decide this election. The
electors of Canada will thank the Tory leader of the senate very much for
this complimentary qualification, at the very first opportunity.

Of course there are some. And they vote both ways.

The Temper of the People

I think I know my Canada fairly well, from sea to sea. And what this country
is capable of, in men and in resources, if they are properly mobilized, and
honestly led and seriously administered. I think I know something of the
fine audacity of Canadians; and what any great prime minister could have
done with them, at the very outbreak of this war, in every province, without
exception.

And I am convinced that there lingers still in the breasts of every son
of this free soil of ours, of every province, and of both races and tongues,
some sparks of that fire which burned in the hearts of the heroes who fought
for our freedom and [illegible—gave?] us their fame. [text missing] service
in industry without sooner or later realizing that he is not a free man. The
power that drives him to work is also the power which he produced by his
labor. This logically follows. There is no getting away from it. No individual or
combination of individuals, could have any other motive for driving others to
labor, except that of profiting thereby. Therefore, whether workers are either
coaxed or driven to produce wealth for others, and [word missing] not get a
full equivalent for that which they are thus forced to produce, they experi-
ence all that ever lay behind human slavery. It does not matter whether that
slavery was the open and above board chattel slavery of the olden time, the
semi-hidden slavery of the feudal age termed serfdom, or the wage slavery
of today, that is so completely disguised 'neath the garb of apparent freedom,
that millions of slaves never realize that they are such.

A slavery under which the slave is exempt from service at the repugnant
business of human slaughter and devastation, except he sees fit to voluntarily
offer himself for such employment, is eminently preferable to one under

which he may be ruthlessly driven to the brutal business at the word of
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command by his masters and rulers. Under the former he enjoys the priv-
ilege that is of inestimable value to him, as it exempts him from a service
that must be exceedingly repugnant to a really civilized being. If, however,
occasion should arise when it becomes necessary to resort to arms and
violence in order to defend himself and his fellows against those would take
their lives or dispossess them of their privileges and liberties, there is nothing
to prevent him from so doing. In such event it is beyond question that the
average man will respond to the requirements of the case and do all that
is humanly possible without solicitation, threat or compulsion. Any cause
worth fighting for, and of such a nature as to clearly disclose its worth to
those who should support it, will find no lack of supporters when the hour
strikes for its defence. Any cause compelled to resort to compulsion in order
to find defenders, is a cause of very doubtful virtue indeed.

Up to now Canadians have been exempt from military service against
their will. That is a privilege that perhaps many have failed to assess at its true
value. There may be some among us still who will thoughtlessly surrender
it under the influence of sophistry and smooth talk peddled by those who
are employed for the purpose. Later they may wake up to the sad fact that
it is far easier to give than to get. If we are wise we will do all in our power
to hold whatever privileges we now possess and under no circumstances,
surrender anything without a desperate struggle.

Industrially the workers of Canada, as of the rest of the world, are slaves.
Politically they are at least theoretically free, because they possess the fran-
chise upon a supposed equality with their industrial overlords. As workers
they may quit their employment whenever they choose. Once they have
been brought under the ignominy of enforced military servitude it is but
a short step to enforced industrial servitude and from which they can not
escape except at the expense of perhaps more terrible and bloody struggles
than marked the journey of their forebears from the status of abject slavery
to that of political freedom.

The pretence that the surrender of liberties now possessed is neces-
sary in order that the war may be brought to a victorious conclusion is too
ridiculous to be worthy of a moment’s consideration. The further pretence
that liberties or privileges now surrendered will be restored after the war is
concluded, should carry no weight except with those who are not familiar
with the intrinsic value of ruling class promises. The value of such promises
may be easily estimated if one only realizes that the very basis of all rule is
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the robbery of those over whom such rule is held. The trade itself affords an
excellent and reliable photograph of the probity of those who work at it, and
the confidence that may safely be placed in their promises.

It is inconceivable that the surrender of any rights and privileges now
possessed by the Canadian people can in any manner strengthen the Entente
Allies in their struggle with the enemy. There is nothing to show that they
are short of men or are likely to become so. On the contrary there is much
to show that the shortages of men is the least of their troubles. Out of nearly
450,000 men enlisted in Canada, and of which Borden stated no longer since
than last May, 350,000 are said to be now on the firing line and the total
casualties are given as approximately 110,000 to date. This should still leave
a balance of something like 290,000 to be accounted for, and the enlistments
still continue at the rate of about 6,000 per month. And it has been openly
charged in the House of Commons recently and has not been convincingly
denied, that every imaginable effort short of downright prohibition has been
made by the Borden government to so discourage recruiting as to make it
appear that voluntary enlistment was a failure. If this be true and still there
are volunteers to the number of some thousand per month, it may reasonably
be assumed that had recruiting been properly and wisely encouraged, the
number of men enlisted would have been much greater. These matters and
figures should be pondered well by Canadians before they allow themselves
to be carried off their feet by glib-tongued scare-mongers who may be actu-
ated by motives doubtful if not positively ulterior.

Lloyd George recently stated that Britain had raised and equipped “the
greatest army the world ever saw,” amounting to nearly 7,000,000 men. It
has recently been stated in the House of Commons at Ottawa, that Britain
still has over 3,000,000 men under arms at home that have never yet been
out of the country. The 7,000,000 referred to does not include the Colonial
troops. Now, there is something in these figures that may well give that part
of the Canadian people that is too decent to deserve to get stung and has
sense enough to exercise due caution in guarding against such a possibility,
food for serious and careful reflection. With these facts staring us in the
face, we are justified in asking, from whence comes this alarming cry about
a shortage of men to maintain our fighting strength at the front? What is the
real motive lying behind it? With this vast body of men under arms already,
with the millions of other allies, and the prospective millions of the United
States yet to come, and on top of all this the wealth of the world outside the

98 Class Warrior

https://doi.org/10.15215/aupress/978177829004.6.01



“iron ring” to draw upon for sustenance and fighting strength—and that
is the boast—why all of this zeal upon the part of the government to rivet
the chains of Prussian militarism upon the limbs of the wealth producers
of Canada and thereby strike down and destroy the few privileges of dem-
ocracy and freedom they now possess?

The statements made and the questions asked can not be satisfactorily
disposed of by silly accusations of “pro-Germanism,” “sedition” or loudly
shouting “I. W. W The war must be fought to a finish and it ought to be.
It can not stop until the cause from which it sprung has been removed by
the crushing defeat of that semi-feudal survival from the middle ages, that
autocratic rule that still holds sway in the Teuton Empires of Central Europe.
The struggle is to the death between that feudal survival of autocracy and
absolutism, and the capitalism of today, with its ruling class political dem-
ocracy. The two sides to the conflict are politically some centuries apart. The
political concept of the former is that of the 14th century. Its sway is meas-
ured by territory. No other conquest can fit in with the autocratic concept
of rule. The political concept of the latter is that of government by a class
democracy, a democracy of industrial and financial lords. Its domain is not
so much territorial as it is trade and market. Its conquests are the conquests
of trade and commerce. Its weapons are cheap goods, long credits, the cash
book and the ledger. It can not tolerate autocracy and its impudent inter-
ference with industry and sequestration of its fruits to the swashbuckling
military display of the rattling sabre, the mailed fist and the shining armor.

The skinning of slaves and trading in their hides all over the earth is
altogether too prosaic and simple a purpose to make any effective appeal to
the autocratic spirit. The ledger and cash book can afford no satisfaction
to the autocratic ambition, nor bring the flesh of pride and conquest to the
autocratic ego? But out of the loins of that feudal absolutism, with its “divine
right of kings” as a political philosophy, came forth modern capitalism with
its potent ledger and cash book and its class democracy. But this birth of a
new order did not take place without the accompaniment of “labor pains”
The birth means death to the mother from whom it was delivered. That is
just now being finished off upon the bloody fields of Europe. If the child
is to live the mother must die. If the mother survives the child must perish.
The child will not perish.

But narrow though the capitalist conception of democracy may be con-
fined as it is to mere political lines, it is a step forward along the path of
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social evolution and progress. It is an advantage gained to the working class
because it blazes the trail leading to industrial democracy and capitalist
production creates and drills the proletarian army that will be forced by the
sheer pressure of circumstances to follow that trail. Industrial democracy
placed upon the production of the things requisite to human existence, by
a free people and for their own use instead of for the profit of others, is the
haven of hope to the exploited victims of the capitalist civilization of today.
That even the poor boon of political democracy has come to the workers as
a privilege bestowed upon them by their capitalist overlords, rather than as a
result of their own conscious efforts, in no manner detracts from the words,
and afford no reason why they should supinely relinquish it at the request
or behest of those who assume the authority to do so.

Let the war be fought out to a sweeping and conclusive victory of the
side whose political and economic development is abreast of the times, and
which at least measures an advance step along the pathway of human prog-
ress away from the brutal tyrannies of the narrow political autocracy of the
bloody feudal age. Whatever aid may be given to the Entente Allies, from
those western shores should be given as the voluntary contribution of those
who would be free, to a cause that in their judgment makes in the direction
of that freedom they so ardently desire. Let neither jot nor tittle of the poor
privileges now be possessed be surrendered under any pretence whatsoever.
Let it not be made possible for the future to say of us: “They fought the good
fight in order to destroy military autocracy and ‘make the world safe for
democracy, only to find themselves in the hour of their supposed victory
stripped of all democracy and liberty and hopelessly enmeshed in the coils of
that autocratic military curse which they had fought to destroy” Let the war
be won, but let it be won by and for the forces that make for human progress,
for democracy and a better and higher civilization, and not by those forces
that make for reaction, the destruction of democracy, the death of liberty
and the triumph of “Prussian kultur,” with its shackles of autocratic damna-
tion in the way of military servitude riveted upon us.

E. T. Kingsley

—“Win the War,” The Critic (Vancouver), c. Aug. 1917, 3—4, in file 279-15,
vol. 608, RG 6, Secretary of State fonds, LAC.
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On the Bolshevik Revolution
1918

This article by Kingsley examining the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia was
published in the Australian Worker newspaper in Sydney in February
1918, demonstrating the international reach of his ideas and writings.
The original article had appeared as an unsigned editorial in the British
Columbia Federationist. More than three dozen articles with Kingsley's
writings appeared in the Australian labour press between the 1910s
and 1940s.

What Capitalism Fears in Russia

One needs but give ear to the alarm of cry ascending to high heaven from
the servile throats of the paid henchmen of capitalism, in their references
to the Russian situation and especially to the outstanding influence of the
Bolsheviki in shaping the affairs of that country, to realize the rulers of all
lands are becoming thoroughly frightened over the way things are going.
The frenzied denunciation being heaped upon the Bolsheviki by the lick-
spittles and sycophants of class rule is all that should be required to convince
intelligent persons that ruling class interests must be gravely threatened by
the policy of the Russian revolutionaries and, therefore, the interests of the
producing class must be in the ascendant. For it may be readily understood
that no squawk of distress would issue from the lips of capitalists and their
servile tools, if capitalist interests were not being threatened. Whatever may
be condemned by the agencies of capitalism may safely be accepted as in the
interest of the producing class, and that which receives approval at the hands
of such agencies should be shunned as a pestilence by the wealth producers.
And by the same yardstick may the worth or otherwise of all who profess to
be disciples and defenders of labor be determined. Those who receive praise
at the hands of those interests in human society which sap the life blood
of the producing class may unmistakably be set down as traitors to the class
they so volubly profess to serve. And those who are condemned and vilified
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by the tools and agencies of the master class may safely be avouched as true
and loyal to the cause they champion and serve.

That noble of champion of truth and righteousness, the daily press, uses
column after column in vilification and abuse of the Russian revolutionaries.
Just as it heaps falsehood and slander upon the real Labor Movement of all
other countries, so especially does it vent its spleen upon the Russian Bol-
sheviki by the most scurrilous lying that can be coined from chronic moral
turpitude. Every effort is being put forth to lead the world to believe the
Bolsheviki is capable of nothing and bent upon nothing but destruction.
While it is quite true that the Russian revolutionaries are bent upon destruc-
tion, it is only that destruction of that rule and robbery that has for a hundred
centuries made life a miserable burden and a long drawn out torture for the
enslaved victims of class rule and class robbery throughout the earth. And
that they are bent upon the destruction of that accounts for the affrighted
squawks of that delectable gang of ruling class pirates that still have their foul
clutches upon the throats of the wealth producers of all the earth. And their
affrighted squawks are as sweet music to the ears of all decent and honest
persons everywhere, because it brings hope to the hearts of all who long for
liberty and a decent civilization.

The Maximalists, the Social Revolutionaries of the Left, and the Minimal-
ist internationalists have arrived at an agreement concerning the political
organization of Russia. The lands and industries of Russia are to be dedicated
solely to the purpose of providing the Russian people with the requisites to a
free and satisfactory existence. Production for profit is to be discarded, and
great is the howl of distress coming up from the camp of tyrants, despots
and plunderers of the earth thereat. The glorious era of plunder, trade and
profit that has filled the hearts of rulers and thieves with exceeding great
joy and has so intoxicated their sordid souls with the wine of pomp, glory
and bloody magnificence as to make of them objects incapable of exciting
anything other than disgust in the minds of all decent people, is to be brought
to an end, as far as Russia is concerned. And that this will sooner or later
be followed by the workers of all countries is a foregone conclusion. Right
well do the rulers and robbers of the earth know it. That is the reason lying
behind the frantic squawks of alarm now issuing from their craven throats.

As Leon Trotsky, the Bolsheviki Foreign Minister, said recently, “The
Russian revolution has placed its heel on all the propertied classes of
Europe” The swift and new alignment of political and economic forces is
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now shaping itself in all countries of the earth. The slaves of production are
setting their faces against their masters and their thieving schemes of world
rule and world robbery. The dawn of a new dispensation is breaking. The sun
of social revolution is piercing with is beneficent and life-giving rays the dark
cloud of ignorance and reaction that has so long engulfed the world in the
black night of slavery, superstition and human misery. The hour for human
liberty has struck. All hail to the Russian revolutionists who by their gallant
actions have given cheer to their comrades of other lands and struck terror
to the hearts of rulers and robbers of every clime. And indeed they may be
proud of having made their appearance in the sheepfold of the ruling class,
and to have frightened the shepherds out of their poor wits and set them to
squawking raucously.

E. T Kingsley

—XKingsley, “What Capitalism Fears in Russia,” 17.
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On Capitalism Getting Rich Quick
1918

This article by Kingsley on wealth published in the Australian Worker

in December 1918 demonstrates the international reach of his ideas.

How Capitalism Gets Rich Quick

The workers generally have an extremely hazy idea of that most elusive
subject—finance. And yet a little consideration will show that the system
of figure-juggling is not at all mystifying. The following article is one of the
best from the pen of Mr. E. T. Kingsley—the noted Canadian Socialist—and
shows how easy the capitalists accumulate figurative wealth, and convince
the workers it is the genuine article.

It is generally understood that it is impossible for a man to lift himself over a
fence by his bootstraps. The freak who comes along with weird ideas of some
mechanical contrivance that of its own volition will run perpetually, thus
upsetting all old and long established facts in regard to the law of gravitation
and the generation of power, is usually laughed at for his simplicity and his
pains. A great number of people are quite firmly convinced that something
cannot be gotten for nothing except somebody suffers a corresponding
loss. But all of these fixed convictions and facts are completely upset once
we enter the realm of trade, commerce, finance and wealth accumulation.
Herein we find that something can be gotten for nothing and without any-
body suffering any loss whatsoever; a nation can lift itself over a financial
fence by its financial bootstraps (credit) and oftener it does so the wealthier
it becomes, and that too without there being any more wealth in existence
than there was before, and service and other things can be paid for although
it can be clearly shown that there is nothing and can be nothing either in the
heavens or the earth wherewith to make such payment.
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The Marxian Theory

“The wealth of the world appears to us as an accumulation of commodities,’
says Marx. Now it so happens that all of these commodities are brought into
existence solely by the labor of human beings. There is nothing else that
enters into them. If they who produce them are to be separated from them,
it must be done without any payment being made in return, for the very
manifest fact that there is nothing outside of these commodities themselves
that possess any exchange value. And surely nothing can be utilized for the
purpose of making payment unless it does possess exchange value equally
great in volume to the things or service for which payment is to be made.
As labor produces all exchange value and that value is appropriated by the
master class, which, by the way, never produces anything but trouble for
others, it stands to reason that such appropriation can only be effected by
force, inasmuch as there is no other way to bring it about. And that is the
way it has always been done in the past. It is also the way it is done now.

Whatever the slaves get in the way of food, clothing, shelter and other
creature comforts they do not get as payment for what they have done, any
more than a horse or ox gets paid for what they do when their owner and
master measures out to them the oats and hay requisite to their continued
existence. The wages of slaves cannot be termed payment for anything.
If slaves could work without anything to eat, drink, or wear they would
undoubtedly be compelled to do so and there is every reason to believe that
they would be fully as zealous in hanging to their jobs as they are at present,
for above everything else the real slave is happy only when working. But
as they cannot continue to work unless they are fed it becomes necessary
for the masters to dole out to them such sustenance as may be actually
needed to keep them in working condition. And that is all there is to wages,
even at the best.

Money—The Sacred Ikon

The master does not measure out grub to his human slave as he measures
out oats to his horse or bones to his dog. He gives the slave money instead.
Money is merely a promise to pay. As payment is impossible, for the reason
already set forth, the only thing the slave can do with the promise is to swap
it off with somebody who will give him a bite to eat or some other useful
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thing in exchange for it. This thing called money, therefore, really becomes
merely an order against the stock of commodities that have already been
produced and not yet consumed, or such as may be produced in the future.

As this money passes from the hands of the slave who has received it
from his master into the hands of some merchant or holder of some of the
swag created by workers and stolen from them by their rulers and masters,
the slave proceeds to consume that which he gets and the promise (money)
continues upon its merry way as a thing endowed with immortality; a prom-
ise to pay that cannot be redeemed because there is nothing with which to
effect that redemption. It remains as a perpetual charge against the future;
a means of shifting the plunder taken from slaves from hand to hand in the
glorious process of satisfying the hunger and feeding fat the ambition of
the ruling class and its precious array of parasitical pimps, sycophants,
boosters, sleuths, cut-throats and hangers-on.

As all that the slaves bring forth by their labor is consumed as rapidly as
it is produced, there can be no lasting accumulation of wealth in the form
of commodities. The food production of each year is consumed during the
succeeding twelve months. The same is true of all other thing brought forth,
even the most durable lasting but a comparatively short time. Enormous
quantities of certain products, especially in times of most glorious war, are
instantaneously consumed as soon as brought forth, for the delectable pur-
pose of mutilating the landscape and daubing and smearing it with the blood
and guts of human chattels that an all-wise providence evidently created for
that specific purpose.

Accumulated Wealth—The Plunder of the Past

But though there is neither an accumulation of wealth in the form of com-
modities, or an accumulation in the form of slaves, for, as already stated,
both of these forms of wealth are eaten up, worn out, or shot to oblivion as
the case may be, there is a constant accumulation of what is termed money.
But as money is nothing but a promise that cannot be kept, an order that
cannot be redeemed, a credit that cannot be liquidated, a debt that cannot be
paid, it may be readily seen that its accumulation is solely an accumulation
of figures representing an impossibility. Stripped of all camouflage, these
figures represent only the amount of the plunder taken from slaves during
the past and placed to the credit of the thieves who took it.
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The amount held by any given person or concern merely indicates the
magnitude of the debt, which the future owes to such person or concern and
cannot pay, for wealth that has been stolen from the slaves of the past by
their brutal and thieving rulers and masters. All investments, bonds, stocks,
deeds, mortgages, debentures, bank accounts, currency and other paper
evidences of so-called wealth belong in the same category. The sum total of
all this camouflage constitutes all the records the world has of the plunder
that has accrued to the ruling and robbing class since that precious family
of rogues founded their empire upon earth by placing the shackles upon
the limbs of slaves. It now runs up into the hundreds of billions of dollars,
which of course is but a mere bagatelle in comparison to what the actual
total should be. But these few hundreds of billions are all the figures the
world now has. The balance, a few hundred trillions more or less, no doubt,
has been lost through carelessness or bankruptcy. And the most interesting
part of this whole business is that it is only by repudiation that this precious
debt can be gotten rid of.

Were it not for the repudiation of the past—bankruptcy is repudiation,
don’t forget that—the world’s wealth would no doubt now be at least as many
trillions as the present billions of which our rulers so loudly and patriotically
boast. And these impossible figures, representing but a part of that which has
been stolen from slaves and consumed during the past constitute all there
is to the world’s wealth or capital, as it is commonly termed. And around
this absurd fiction is daily being woven the most grotesque fancies and weird
hallucinations that have ever thrust their roots deep down into the empty
noodles of masters and the semi-empty stomachs of their work-infatuated
slaves. This getting rich by adding up figures is quite a simple matter, and
eminently quite a simple matter, and eminently satisfying withal. Figurative
wealth is far easier to accumulate than the real article. It is also easier to get
rid of. A wet sponge will do the job.

—“How Capitalism Gets Rich Quick,” Australian Worker (Sydney), 26 Dec.
19018, 17.
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On Control of the State by
the Working Class

1919

This article by Kingsley was published in the inaugural issue of his short-
lived Labor Star newspaper in January 1919, during a period when he
occupied a leadership role in the Federated Labor Party of British
Columbia. While wide sections of the British Columbian and Canadian
working class were gravitating toward syndicalism and the revolutionary
industrial unionism that would be embodied in the One Big Union
movement later that year, Kingsley remained steadfast in his orientation
toward working-class political action as the only appropriate strategy

for workers to defeat capitalist exploitation.

Control of State through Political Action Must Be Secured
by Forces of United Labor If Certain Victory Is to Be
Achieved

The sole motive of modern industry is the exploitation of enslaved human
labor and the turning of the results of such exploitation to the benefit,
aggrandizement and enrichment of the ruling class. Since the first slave
was shackled and the institution of slavery became the cornerstone of
civilization, everything that has been incorporated into the mechanism
of that civilization, whether principle, theory or fact, has been so incorpor-
ated solely because it furthered, buttressed, bulwarked and made perfect
the efficiency of the means of turning the proceeds of exploitation to the
upbuilding and strengthening of the ruling class empire of pomp, magnifi-
cence and power. Ruling class industry, with its complicated and powerful
machinery, represents the achievement of the ages in the production of
ruling class requirements and all that is embodied in the superstructure
of this vulgar and brutal civilization. The grand climax of that achievement
has been indelibly written in letters of fire and blood during the last four
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years. And this grand climax has all but wrecked the ruling class and its
civilization of horror and rapine.

From the aftermath of the blood debauch of the last four years that civil-
ization can never recover. Intellectual, moral and material bankruptcy of
the ruling class of the world is manifest in every act of the ruffianly rulers
and their tools, in every utterance of their statesmen and diplomats, and in
every fact that figuratively stands forth upon the pages of their day books
and ledgers. And the long ages of slavery and torture have at last conjured
forth the Nemesis, in the shape of an awakening proletariat, that will swiftly
sweep this rotten ruling class civilization and its kindred crimes from the
pathway of the human race and make it possible for men and women to live
upon this earth without being ruled and robbed for the glory and vulgar
aggrandizement of slave masters and drivers.

There has never yet been discovered but one means whereby slaves can be held
in bondage and ruled, robbed and tortured by their owners and masters. That
means is commonly termed government. The modern state is the instrument
of the ruling class. It is the instrument designed, developed and brought to
its present high state of efficiency, solely for the purpose of holding slaves
in subjection to their masters and owners and rendering them docile and
tame to the exactions and schemes of their rulers. Government is unthinkable
except for such a purpose. And it has thus far proven itself amply efficient for
that purpose. So long as it can bamboozle or cajole the slaves into docility and
quiet under the lash of exploitation, it cheerfully does so, no doubt because
that is the cheaper way, but whenever that method becomes no longer effect-
ive, the lash, the knout, the club, the gun, the bayonet, the jail and the gibbet are
used with equal cheerfulness and aplomb, for, no matter what the cost in bru-
tality and blood, the property rights in human flesh must be held intact to the
owners and masters and the game of profitably ruling and robbing slaves must
not be broken up. Never was such gigantic plunder gathered from the slaves of
the earth year by year as is the case at the present time. The magnificence and
wealth of the ancient empires of Babylon, Assyria, Egypt, Greece and Rome,
pale into significance alongside of that of the vulgar capitalist empires of this
enlightened age. All the vast power of the chattel slavery and feudalism of the
past was unequal to the task of staging such a stupendous and magnificent
exhibition of ruling class efficiency and splendor, as that pulled off to the music
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of capitalist class machinery during the four years. And let none overlook
the fact that governments alone called the tune to which millions of slaves
danced to their death in the glorious spectacle and millions more crippled
and maimed themselves in the gallant attempt. Let it not be forgotten that
the common people, the useful people of no land had anything to say; either
one way of another, in regard to staging the delectable performance. Rulers,
ruffians, governments, attended to all of that, and they are now busily but
ludicrously endeavoring to save themselves from the ruins of their own show.

&

Happily we are democrats, hereon this western continent. In fact we are now
democrats all over the earth, since wicked autocracy has been so sweepingly
defeated by the self-sanctified nations of the earth and the pure in heart.
Well, in democracies we are told that the people rule themselves. That is
what Lincoln termed “a government of the people; by the people and for
the people” Granted that this be so, although it be a something absolutely
unthinkable and Mr. Lincoln did not know what he was talking about, then
it is up to the people of these alleged democracies to take steps to see that
their precious governments let up on the club, the gun, the bayonet, the
bomb, the jail and the gibbet, and arrange for at least a more decent and
tolerable state of affairs than that which has prevailed in the past and which
is even now promising to become far worse. If the people really govern here
in Canada and in other equally enlightened democracies, then it is time that
the ruling and robbing of the producers by the masters of industry, trade
and commerce was brought to an end. It is high time that the intelligent
people (may God forgive us) took a hand in their own affairs to the end that
poverty and misery in a land and age of plenty might be brought to an end.

* * &

It is time that governments were forced to spend less of their time in aid-
ing and abetting the schemes of exploiters and commercial brigands to
gather their profits at the expense of the producers of wealth, and more of it
for the purpose of relieving the pressure upon the producers and breaking
the stranglehold of rulers upon their lives and fortunes. And wherever the
people of a country possess the franchise they have it in their power to
legally deprive their governments of the power to continue as the instru-
ments of class tyranny, rapine and eventual slaughter. Having the franchise
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and outnumbering the masters many to one, the workers and farmers of
Canada can take possession of the reins and powers of government at any
election that may occur, except under a “War Time Election Act,” and turn
those powers to any purpose they see fit. Those powers can be used to stop
the present exploitation and impoverishment of the wealth producers, just
as effectively as they are now used to further the exploitation and make that
impoverishment inevitable.

Of course, where a “War Time Election Act” is in force, it is somewhat dif-
ferent for under such an infamy the last vestige of even the alleged democracy
of our day is destroyed, and purposely so. But with even the limited rights of
franchise that prevailed at the outbreak of the war, there is no reason why a
ruling class government should continue in power, except that of a lack of
intelligence upon the part of the working class electorate. So long as the farm-
ers and city workers draw all of their political and economic inspiration from
ruling class sources, however, their very ignorance will cause them to use their
franchise wherewith to cut their own economic and political throats. That is
what they have been doing in the past, but there is no longer any excuse for
such folly. A true understanding of their position in present day society is now
easily obtainable, unless they are too mentally lazy to grasp it. A voluminous
literature explaining it all is now afloat and it is increasing tremendously in
volume. Meetings are being held almost everywhere and the attendance is
rapidly increasing. The very atmosphere is even now surcharged with the elec-
tricity of revolutionary change. The decades immediately to come will mark
the most stupendous changes in social and industrial institutions the world
has ever seen. The day of freedom for the toilers of the earth is about to dawn.

For the workers, both rural and urban; for the progressive thinkers; for those
who earnestly look forward to a better order, a more decent arrangement of the
social and economic affairs of men; for all who have had enough of slavery, of
competition, of brutality and war, the time has come for an alignment of forces
for the conquest of the public powers for the common good and welfare of all.
If all who really believe in democracy were to move in solid political phalanx
against the common foe of all progress and human liberty, the citadel of ruling
class power would crumble to ruins and that baneful and sinister instrument
of class tyranny and rapine—government—would be shorn of its power for
evil, and with its teeth pulled and its claws trimmed might be turned into a
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useful and beneficent administrative instrument wherewith to peacefully and
decently carry out the requirements of a civilization not based upon slavery
and slaughter. It is the mission of this publication to do all within its power
to rouse the workers, the useful, the thoughtful, the progressive people of
the land, to the necessity of united and emphatic action along political lines
for the purpose of wresting from the brutal and conscienceless ruling class
of this dominion and of the world, control of that government instrument of
oppression and repression whereby the wealth producers are held in the tor-
ture of exploitation and robbery in times of peace, and driven ruthlessly into
the shambles of ruling class bloodlust and slaughter, in times when rulers and
robbers fall out and quarrel over the division of the plunder. United political
action by all workers and progressives generally, against the robber class of this
and all other lauds, is the first consideration, and where these have the fran-
chise there it would be folly to advocate or advise resort to any other means.
We still have the franchise in Canada and the United States. Let us use that
franchise in our own behalf and that of our class. When we have been deprived
of that franchise it will then be time to consider the advisability of using some
other equally legal weapon wherewith to effect the deliverance of our class
from its age long bondage. In such case even the club would be legal, as any
legal gentleman will cheerfully admit, that is if he be paid for the admission.
The tactics and methods forced upon the workers and peasants of Russia are
not yet necessary here. Let us hope they never will be necessary, but let us also
hope, and also solemnly affirm, that whenever it does become necessary to
do as the Russian workers have done, that we will not be so lacking in manly
courage as to lay down on the job. But the conquest of the public powers by
and for the working class, and that too by the use of whatever means may be
determined by the ruling class itself, is the first task in hand. It is up to that
class whether the change that is coming shall come peacefully, or come “in full
panoply of war, with wild dishevelled locks and shod in iron sandals”

E. T Kingsley
—“Control of State through Political Action Must Be Secured by Forces of

United Labor If Certain Victory Is to be Achieved,” Labor Star (Vancouver),

16 Jan. 1919, 1—2.
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On Reconstruction
1919

This article by Kingsley on postwar reconstruction was published in his

short-lived Labor Star newspaper in February 1919.

“Reconstruction”—And Other Things

Reconstruction is a very popular word these days. It is mouthed with great
frequency by statesmen big and statesmen small; “reconstruction” com-
mittees and organizations galore are springing up throughout the land;
preachers preach about it and platform acrobats unctuously orate of the
splendid possibilities behind it that will no doubt blossom in due course,
but about all the satisfaction to be derived as yet from all this talk may
be found in the tacit admission made by its sponsors and advocates that there
is a necessity for it. That is an admission that would have been unthinkable
five years ago.

In the opinion of the noisy gang now so lustily prating about “reconstruc-
tion,” everything was all right to the breaking out of the war, but for some
inscrutable reason they have evidently changed their minds. Something has
happened that has altered their view of things and impressed upon them
the necessity of what they term “reconstruction” Just what that something
is is difficult to determine.

Things are now just the same as they were before the war, only more so.
Being more so it should be apparent that nothing in the shape of “recon-
struction” will save this civilization that has already been plunged over the
precipice of its own destruction. And besides that there is no logical reason
why it should be saved. It is a slave civilization at best and it has not yet
been recorded in history that any civilization or empire based upon that
infamy ever was saved from eventually dying by its own hand. Babylon,
Carthage, Egypt, Greece, Rome all travelled the same route and met the

same fate. The present empire of rule and robbery differs from its equally
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worthy predecessors only in the fact of being of greater territorial extent and
correspondingly more terrible in its brutality and infamy.

What plan has yet been suggested by our disciples of “reconstruction”
that would in any manner alter the relationship existing between employer
and employee, capitalist and laborer, master and slave? What has yet been
offered that will do away with, or in any degree lessen the power of the
master to rob and torture the slave? Can any “reconstruction” be suggested
that will tend to remove from the slaves the stigma of being property and the
ignominy of being compelled to produce wealth for nothing for their owners?

The fact is that all this pretence of “reconstruction” is pure buncombe. It
is right in line with that startling innovation, the establishment of govern-
ment employment offices for the purpose of aiding slaves to find jobs that do
not exist. And all such reform and “reconstruction” schemes are equally as
silly and futile attempts to stem the rising tide of revolution as was the mem-
orable attempt of Mrs. Partington to sweep back the tide with her broom.?

Within the camp of organized labor are to be found some ardent “recon-
structionists” Doughty champions of reaction like Gompers loudly proclaim
the necessity of labor obtaining a voice in the management and conduct
of industry. Very pleasing pictures are shown of typical specimens of the
working tribe, quite appropriately clad in overalls and dignity, sitting at
the council table along with the capitalist directors of industry and right
nobly sharing in the burden and responsibility of successfully skinning slaves
and converting their hides into great profit and glory for their owners and
masters. These pictures are shown as indicative of what is to come under
the oleaginous dispensation of the “reconstruction” era that lies just ahead
of us. All that there is in that sort of nonsense is that a few fat billets will
be provided for more of the S. Gompers type, an ample supply of which the
slave camp of capitalism holds in embryo within its womb ready to come
forth when occasion affords the opportunity for proper sustenance. But with
workers upon boards of directors and other managing bodies of capitalist
industry and business, the production of wealth for the profit owners will

! This refers to a fable that can be traced as far back as 1831, to a woman who

held back the sea with her broom. See Ray Girvan, “Mrs. Partington and
Her Mop: Victorian Meme,” Journal of a Southern Bookreader (blog),

21 Sept. 2011, http://jsbookreader.blogspot.com/2011/09/mrs-partington
-and-her-mop-victorian.html.
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continue; the burden of producing the really essential things of life will still
be thrust upon the shoulders of less than half of the working class, while the
balance will still be driven in the production of those things essential only
to the ruling class and the up-building and maintenance of its empire, an
empire whose grandeur and magnificence has always been and can only be
written in letters of blood and whose highest eulogy has been expressed in
the awful slaughter of the last few years.

Pensions for disabled soldiers, homes and sustenance for cripples, soup
kitchens for unemployed slaves, the inauguration of “public works” in order
to absorb the out-of-works, will undoubtedly be the chief line of “recon-
struction,” but it will settle nothing, it will change nothing. The same old
root cause of all the trouble, the misery, the agony, the turmoil, the strife, the
periodical wholesale slaughter and devastation will still remain, undisturbed
and unimpaired. The slaves will still be slaves and the masters will still be
masters, in spite of all “reconstruction” that stops short of revolution: the
complete sweeping away of the right and power of one man or set of men to
rule and rob the rest of their kind. Though that may smack of “Bolshevism”
it may nevertheless be true.

The way of the transgressor is indeed hard. The German bourgeoisie
failed to break the rule of feudalism in the revolution of 1848. It did not
subsequently thereto develop sufficient spirit and stamina to go to it again
and complete the job if possible. The result was that Germany remained
politically feudal, alongside of western neighbors who had become, both
industrially and politically, capitalist nations. Being thus held politically
feudal and backward, it became certain just the very cataclysm of blood
and horror should eventually ensue that was pulled off in 1914.

Out of the feudal ruin resulting from the war the German bourgeoisie is
now desperately trying to set up that which it failed to realize in 1848 viz.,
a bourgeois state, after the pattern of France, Britain or the United States.
But the failure of 1848 has so prolonged the job that a new factor, and a
very disturbing one at that, has developed and is rudely butting into the
arrangements.

A revolutionary proletariat has appeared upon the scene. It seems to
be of such proportions as to seriously threaten the success of the bour-
geois schemers in completing their revolution against their feudal rulers.

This proletariat has no confidence evidently in the state that is to be in

On Reconstruction 115

https://doi.org/10.15215/aupress/9781778290046.01



the hands of the Scheidemann-Eberts gang.> They have probably drawn
inspiration from observing the felicitous condition of the workers under
the regime of “democratic” states of that type, such as Britain, France, U.S.,
etc., and want none of it. And who can blame them? Who among the workers
and real democrats of all lands can wish them anything but success in ousting
the Scheidemann-Eberts government and setting up the regime of the revo-
lutionary proletariat, as the Russian workers and peasants have already done?
And lucky indeed is the working class of any country that is wise enough
to avoid the experience of slavery and suffering under a bourgeois regime
of plunder and trade. The feudal infamy was certainly bad enough, but
that of the bourgeois has all previous infamies in the slavery line beaten out
of sight. Small wonder that a large section of the German working class are
averse to allowing it to be forced upon them. All success to the revolutionary
proletariat of the world, including Germany.

It should not be forgotten that in 1871 the German authorities kindly
placed their armies then on French soil, at the disposal of the Versaillese
government to aid in crushing the Parisian proletariat which had risen
against the vicious and incompetent government of France and established
the Commune of Paris. The German armies were placed upon the north and
east side of Paris, thus completing the circumvallation of the city, the French
forces holding the south and west sides. Not only that but the Germans,
out of kindly feelings towards their ruling class cousins thus threatened by
the rebellious Parisian workmen, also returned captured arms and other
munitions that had been taken from the defeated French during the war of
1870, thereby enabling the latter to butcher the rebels. And it was done to a
complete nicety especially appreciated by not only the French bourgeoisie
but of all other Christian lands as well. They were butchered almost to a man.

Now take note of what is happening in Germany during these days when
the Spartacans and other evolutionary workmen are struggling against the
attempt to foist upon the country a bourgeois republic like the French one.
The dispatches tell us that “Marshal Foch is allowing them (German author-
ities) to use German forces to defeat the Proletariat” The German armies
under the armistice are to be demobilized, etc., but the great “Marshall”
is allowing them to be used for the purpose of crushing the proletariat.

2

See, generally, Ben Fowkes, The German Left and the Weimar Republic: A
Selection of Documents (Boston: Brill, 2014).
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He is evidently returning the favor extended to the French bourgeois by
their German cousins in 1871. It would be interesting to know how much
farther the French general is going in aiding his erstwhile enemies in putting
their slaves right.

All of this “enemy” business that so much noise is made about, vanishes
into thin, exceedingly thin air once a common danger rises in the offing
of class rule and class robbery. Once a class interest is threatened by the
workers, erstwhile deadly enemies within the ranks of the ruling class rush
to arms together in common defense of the common right to rule and rob.

It might be well to note that the hymn of hate is no longer sung against
the Kaiser by those deadly enemies of his known as the entente allies
and the U.S. The Bolsheviki and the Spartacans have now the centre of the
stage and the Kaiser has been pushed to the wings. He is practically forgot-
ten. His reign of terror in Belgium and elsewhere has been made to look
like thirty cents by the Bolsheviki “reign of terror” in Russia and which
threatens to sweep the earth. Fame is indeed fleeting. The kaiser must feel
sore at thus being relegated to the background by hitherto unheard of ter-
rorists. He who was once a master terrorist is now forgotten. Novices and
amateurs have now become past masters of the art. But the bourgeoisie is
still on top in most countries and labor skimming, and its aftermath of trade,
commerce and glory still prevails. Glory be!

E. T Kingsley

—*“Reconstruction'—And Other Things,” Labor Star (Vancouver), 27 Feb. 1919, 1.
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On Collaboration between
Labour and Capital

1919

This article by Kingsley, published in the Labor Star in March 1919,
discusses the tendency of some moderate labour leaders—such as
Tom Moore, president of the Trades and Labor Congress of Canada—to
compromise with captains of industry and their organizations. This
critical perspective would inform the decision of delegates at the
Western Labor Conference in Calgary later that month to break away
from their international unions and form the One Big Union (OBU) of

allworkers.

“Hunting with the Hounds”

That movement of manufacturers and dealers in the basic commodity from
which all other commodities spring, i.e., the commodity labor power, like
all other merchandising movements, breeds an officialdom that instinctively
manifests a more or less sympathetic concern in the doings and activities of
other movements of like character. And it is quite to be expected that there
should be a sort of affinity between trading fraternities that at least would
express itself during normal times, when no extraordinary circumstances
had arisen to disturb the trading family life. At times there occurs trouble in
the otherwise happy family of capital and labor. Perchance the laborers are
not satisfied with the meals provided at the family table, thinking the fare
too meagre. On the other hand the capitalist may deem it too plentiful and
rather tending to induce gout or fatty degeneration of the soul amongst the
laborers. A family row results and the ordinary peaceful and orderly family
life is often violently disturbed. In the heat of passion either one or the other
brother, either capital or labor, may refuse to listen to the voice of reason
and confer with the other for the purpose of settling the dispute and restor-
ing harmony. But after awhile the feud burns itself out and the quarrelling

118

https://doi.org/10.15215/aupress/978177829004.6.01



brothers become reconciled. They are once more on friendly terms. At least
they are no longer in open hostility. Then the “labor leader” once more
appears in the limelight of capitalist favor. He is called upon to address
meetings of the Board of Trade, Chamber of Commerce, Manufacturers’
Association, Rotary Clubs and other similar organizations for spiritual uplift
by way of the trade route to earthly glory. He becomes a great man again
in the happy family of the exploiter and the exploited, the ruler and the
ruled, the robber and the robbed, the master and the slave. Everything is
lovely until the next row breaks out, and the same old tale has to be retold.

* * &

There is nothing at all out of place in our “labor leaders” getting their shins
under the banquet board of Rotary clubs, manufacturers’ associations, and
similar worthy institutions of like character. What could be more appropriate
and well calculated to strengthen the bonds of fraternity and good fellow-
ship between trading organisations than that their respective officials and
members should meet together in friendly concourse and draw inspiration
each from all and all from each? From such feasts of reason and flow of soul
great good may come in the way of establishing permanent, pleasing and
profound harmony between the profit-hungry skinners and the oftentimes
grub-hungry ones who are skinned.

* * &

Local celebrities in the labor world are no less prone to shed their effulgence
upon gatherings of capitalist pirates or grace their banquet boards with their
illuminating presence, than are the higher-ups in the “collective bargaining”
business, which is but another name for wholesaling and retailing slaves upon
the instalment plan. And there is nothing incongruous in this close affiliation
of traders in different lines. Trading in the commodity, labor power, is no less
noble and uplifting than trading in the other commodities that come forth
as a result of its consumption. As labor power is the commodity that func-
tions as the raw material from which all other commodities are manufactured
it would appear that the organisations of manufacturers of that particular
raw material or commodity should be among the most highly-honored and
honorable in the land. Such being the case it seems rather grotesque that
the officials of the organisations of commodity manufacturers and dealers,
whose merchandise is in reality the parent of all other commodities, should
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always be the ones to be patronized to the extent of being asked to grace the
meetings of the dealers in inferior commodities with their august presence.
But such is the case, although it would appear far more appropriate and fit-
ting if the “collective bargaining” organizations were to do the patronising,
by inviting their capitalist brethren to sit at their feet.

&

How the mouths of local talent in the fine art of appeasing the capitalist
class by gracing his banquet board with their noble presence and soothing
his sordid soul with tuneful piffle played upon the harmony string, must
water when they read of the splendid opportunities afforded the higher-
ups in their business, who are allowed to sit at the feet of the great at the
capital of the nation and profusely anoint them with the unctuous bullcon
[sic] primarily intended to act as a soporific to the wage animal, but found
equally pleasing and somnolent to the beast that devours him. The president
of the Trades and Labor Congress—which, by the way is a subcommittee of
Sam Gompers of Washington, D. C.—was recently the “guest of honor at the
manufacturers’ dinner” at Montreal. His name is Thomas Moore, but in
the headlines announcing the epoch-making event he is affectionately
referred to as “Tom” The Montreal Daily Star rapturously proclaims that
“capital and labor are more friendly,” the proclamation being induced
evidently by “Tom’s” presence at the festive board. “A splendid spirit of
friendship and appreciation was in evidence” The stunt was pulled off at
the “Ritz-Carlton” This hostelry is not a cheap joint whose patronage is
in manner confined to wage animals. Its atmosphere is considered, how-
ever, as eminently calculated to afford the necessary inspiration to enable
duly qualified “labor leaders” to speak eloquently and convincingly of the
hopes and aspirations of those who neither eat nor sleep there, and also
to set forth, in a manner not at all offensive to brother Capital, the proper
means to induce brother Labor to sit up straight and keep his nose wiped,
without forcing unnecessary expense upon his always-well-behaved and
loving brother. And “Tom” accepted the inspiration and spoke as none could
were they not inspired. He “thought it was an indication of a more friendly
attitude between labor and capital in Canada today when he, the head of
trade unionism in Canada, was the guest of honor at a banquet of an associ-
ation which was supposed to be the strongest opponent of trades unionism.
What else “he” could think under the circumstances of the “banquet” and
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himself as the “guest of honor,’ is not altogether clear. But the “head of trade
unionism in Canada” hastened to assure the misguided members of the
Canadian Manufacturers’ Association, whose “guest of honor” he was, that
“in opposing trades unionism too strongly, the association and other kin-
dred bodies of employers are really hurting themselves in the eyes of the
workers, who have reason to look upon their trade union as the court which
gives them justice if they are ill-treated” Of course, “the workers” are, as is
always the case, greatly disturbed lest the employers do something to “really
hurt themselves” That is about the only thing that workers ever lay awake
nights worrying over. As for themselves, if they are “ill-treated” their trade
union will give them “justice” It’s a wonder the assembled banqueters didn’t
either throw up or burst their buttons with laughter.

* * &

“The speaker made a powerful appeal for the association to back up the
unions in their fight against bone-dry temperance legislation, and asserted
that those who were the strongest advocates of such a measure were the ones
who preached Bolshevism and social revolution” And there should have
been uproarious applause. No doubt there was. The assembled employers
were also told “that the enemies of organized society were the very ones who
sought to stir up friction between employer and employee, and sometimes
in the past such men and members of the association before him tonight,
had suffered (just think of it.—Ed.) from the mistakes of unions led by such
agitators, but that the responsible trades unionist was the capitalist’s strong-
est bulwark, if only a friendly co-operation was extended to him, since the
trade unionist and, indeed, the worker fully realized that the downfall of
the capitalist and the cessation of the work in the factory spelled his own
idleness and possible starvation” The balance of Moore’s twaddle, as far
as reported in the daily press, was of the same dull and innocuous type.
Pleading for better housing for the workers, for unemployment insurance
which would keep the temporarily-discarded slave from completely starving
to death, the doing away with child labor, liberating married female slaves
from industry, so that they could stay at home and mind their kids, and a
sickening mess of similar bleatings for mercy at the hands of the gang assem-
bled thereat, constituted the balance of the intellectual menu provided by
the “guest of honor” When he got through with his piftle there was “great
cheering,” all of which may be either taken as an expression of hearty accord
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with the aforesaid piffle, or extreme joy because he had finished. The next
speaker was a legal sharp who spoke eloquently and convincingly about a
new “Insolvency Act” We are justified, however, in feeling sure, that it was
in no way intended as a reference to either the intellectual solvency or insol-
vency, as the case may be, of the illustrious “head of trades unionism in
Canada”

If there is a worker in Canada or elsewhere, either a member of a trade
union or not, who does not know that he and his class are slaves, he is by no
means well enough informed to be safely allowed out of sight of a jail or an
insane asylum. If he knows that he and his class are slaves, he will then be
fully aware of the fact that there is no common ground between his class and
the ruling or master class. He will recognise the truth of Moore’s assertion
and assurance that the “intelligent trade unionist,” of the type of Moore, and
who can doubt that he is himself the type that he refers to as “intelligent,” is
“the capitalist’s strongest bulwark?” If there was anything at all dangerous
in the type of “intelligent trade unionist” like Moore, that was in any manner
dangerous to the master class, does any sane man think that they would be
received as “guests of honor” by any association, or aggregation of exploiting
brigands or commercial bandits on earth? There is nothing, and there can
be nothing, but deadly enmity between masters and slaves, unless the slaves
have lost all trace of manhood and become as veritable cringing curs to lick
the boots of their tyrannical and brutal overlords. It is evidently the mission
of the Moores and such creatures to keep the rank and file of their unions
in leash for the employers and masters. If that be not their mission and
purpose then their actions and words belie their professions of faith to those
whom they are supposed to represent. In the first place no organization
of labor, if it be genuine, can consort with masters’ and employers’ organ-
izations without stultifying itself. No man who is known to be true to the
working class and immune to the blandishments of the employers, will ever
get any invitations to officiate as “guests of honor” at their gatherings. And
no man who is really loyal and faithful to the cause of labor in its struggle to
break the chains of bondage to rulers and masters, will ever so far forget his
manhood as to have anything to do with these associations and organiza-
tions of the ruling class, except to fight them to the finish and fight them in
the open. When slaves or their representatives officially break bread with
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the rulers and robbers of labor, and pour the oil of gladness upon the raw
nerves of those robbers, the nerves that inevitably run down into their pock-
ets, there is no danger of the condition of the slave class being improved in
the least. “No man can serve two masters” He can not “run with the hare
and hunt with the hounds” And he who as a “labor leader” attempts to do it
should not be flattered by being considered an object of suspicion. His guilt
is too apparent. So much for Moore.

E. T. Kingsley

—“Hunting with the Hounds,” Labor Star (Vancouver), 6 Mar. 1919, 1, 5.
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On Wealth
1919

This article by Kingsley was published in the Australian labour press in

January 1919.

Anything from the pen of the veteran Canadian Socialist E. T. Kingsley is
worth reading. In the following article he explodes the old and generally
accepted idea that the world is wealthier to-day than formerly. Incident-
ally he shows how the workers are “bluffed” into believing something which
doesn’t really exist.

The Pleasing Hallucinations of Wealth

The dominant world obsession these days is wealth. Everybody worships at
its shrine. Everybody talks about it. Everybody chases it, dreams about it
and hope to seizes it. He who has it longs for more, and usually leads a life
of misery in trying to add to his holdings. And at the same time those who
have it also turn heaven and earth to blow it in while they hang on to it and
increase its bulk. It sometimes looks as though the world had gone wealth-
mad, and that modern civilization was little better than a large-sized crazy
house. Men lie for wealth, fight for wealth and die for wealth, oftentimes
entirely oblivious of the fact that they, as individuals, never have any of it, and
can never hope to get any. Those who do not have it are, as a rule, miserable
because of the want of it. Those who have it in the greatest measure often
appear to not only be equally as miserable, but frequently more coarse, vulgar
and disreputable than those to whom it is an entire stranger.

It is the proud boast of these most glorious days of ruling class blood,
slaughter and devastation, that fortunes are being accumulated more rapidly
and are assuming a far greater magnitude than ever before. It seems that
the human blood and butchery business is either a most profitable one, or
it acts as a powerful and paying stimulus to other lines of business effort
to voluminously pour forth the figurative flood, that spells wealth gotten
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for nothing, in the great and beneficent scheme of uplift and sanctification

known as finance, trade and commerce.

Wealth Has Not Increased at All

There is not a whit more wealth in the world to-day than when the curtain
was raised upon this delightful ruling-class performance in Europe in the
gladsome days of 1914. In fact, there is less now than there was then by just
exactly the number of possible producers of the requisite things in life who
have been massacred during the delectable and glorious circus. For there
is no wealth possible outside the men and women who produce the food,
clothing, shelter, and other needed things, those slaves of modern capitalist
industry who toil and sweat in feeding to a fascinating fatness the vulgar and
conscienceless rulers of the modern world and bedecking them and theirs
with all the gewgaws and frippery that their narrow vanity and sordid souls
may fancy.

There is no property except slaves. The working people of the earth con-
stitute the sole property of the ruling class. There is nothing outside that
property that can feed, clothe and otherwise provide for the owner. The
test of property is to provide sustenance for its owner without effort upon
his part. It is the slave alone that can do the trick. It is, therefore, to the
slave alone that the term property can truthfully apply. Were it not for him,
property, in the commercial acceptance of the term, would not and could not
exist. There would be nothing on earth that could bring to its owner a profit.

There would be nothing to be rated in terms of finance, trade and investment.

Only an Accumulation of Figures

Now, as to the accumulation of wealth, there is none. The production of food,
etc., of each year or less period, is consumed as fast as it is produced. There is
never any surplus, that is taking it year by year. Everything is used up as fast
as it is produced. There is no accumulation, except of figures; the product of
labor is taken by rulers and masters and passed along the channels of trade
and commerce, so-called, until it has been consumed by the workers, the
masters and other parasites and supernumeraries camped along the luscious

trail. It is taken holus-bolus from the workers who produce it for the very
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simple reason that there is nothing either on earth, in the heavens, or hell
itself wherewith to make payment.

There is nothing conceivable that enters into the exchange of the mar-
ket, except the products of labor. There is nothing measurable in terms of
exchange outside of those products. Therefore, there is nothing, and there
can be nothing with which to make any payment, either to the working man
or anyone else. Products are taken from the slaves who bring them forth and
nothing is given in return. As there is nothing with which to make payment
to the workers who have produced these things, for the reasons already set
forth, by the same token there is nothing with which to make payment to those
who subsequently divide the plunder among themselves and call it business.

The working man, the producer, receives a promise to pay, which is noth-
ing but an order upon the warehouse for sufficient food, etc., to enable him
to refortify himself with energy so that he may be able to continue upon
the morrow to produce wealth that is to be taken from him for nothing, the
same as the day before. It is just the same as is done without any pretence of
democracy, liberty or payment, by the owners of horses and mules in dealing
with those useful four-legged slaves.

The Workers “Bluffed”

That which is not of necessity fed to the wage slaves and the working farmers
(these are but modified wage slaves, their slavery being very thinly disguised
under a fancied ownership of their land and tools) is passed from hand to
hand through business channels until it is consumed as already related. It is
sort of skidded along, the ways being greased with the same sort of promises
to pay that were used to hocus pocus the producer into believing that he had
been paid for what he did in the first instance. After the stuff has all been
consumed, the grease still remains in the shape of a most imposing array of
figures upon bank ledgers, stocks, bonds, bills, mortgages and other clever
contrivances of financial deception and ruling class legerdemain. This impos-
ing array of figures is fervently worshipped by the devotees of great wealth,
and it is but fair to say that by far the greatest number of these devotees are
to be found among the silly asses who have produced all of the real wealth,
the food, clothing, etc., and been muleted out of it, as were the stone gods
of pagan times worshipped by the fools of those days.
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The Most Grotesque Hallucination of the Age

After one year’s production has been thus disposed of, and the figures
representing the magnitude of the year’s plunder have been added to those
previously accumulated, there usually occurs what is jocularly termed
the “cutting of a melon” This really amounts to nothing but a division of the
figures accumulated during the year among the players according to the duly
recorded paper bluff they individually are able to put up. While it appears to
be a most solemn and imposing performance to Henry Dubb, this “melon
cutting” is a most mirth-provoking comedy to any one who is not wilfully,
persistently and mathematically blind.

After cavorting thusly around the grotesque circle of one per annum’s
financial flimflam, and having gotten neatly away with the season’s swag, with
no trace left but the figures, all that is necessary to properly open up the suc-
ceeding year’s cycle is to use just enough of the accumulated grease (figuratively
speaking, of course) to bamboozle the slaves for about one payday and these
same slaves will immediately recoup the masters for the expenditure, and all
down through the glad new year there will come forth an array of entirely new
figures (termed surplus value) to mount up on top of previous accumulations,
and thus swell the magnitude of the wealth of the world, still figuratively speak-
ing, to be sure. But that this accumulation of figures is an accumulation of
wealth, or has any connection whatever with wealth accumulation, is one of the
most grotesque hallucinations of this highly intellectual age of things ludicrous,
paradoxical and grotesque. It is, however, a most prevalent hallucination. Nearly
everybody totes it around with him. Very amusing! Very much so, indeed!

E. T Kingsley

—“The Pleasing Hallucinations of Wealth,” Australian Worker (Sydney), 30 Jan.
1919, 15.
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On Gold
1919

This article by Kingsley was published in the Australian labour press in
February 1919.

In this article, which is of commanding interest just now, Comrade E. T.
Kingsley, author of “The Genesis and Evolution of Slavery,” explodes an old,
yet fallacious idea, in rare style.

Gold—The Sacred Ikon of Payment

Even most of these scientific persons who are so thoroughly imbued with
the compelling virtue of their own scientific attainments along economic
lines, that they are thrown into violent fits of petulance at the mere proximity
of the ignorant and illiterate freaks that constitute the common mob, seem
to be largely if not hopelessly obsessed with the notion that things in this
world can be bought, sold and paid for, and that marvellous consummation
is somehow or other arrived at through the mysterious properties of a cer-
tain metal known as gold. This particular metal, just like iron, copper, lead,
tin and all other metals and things that are met with in the markets of the
world, has been brought forth from Nature’s crucible and made present-
able for association with other commodities, by exactly the same force and
process that has been responsible for the appearance there of all the rest
of them. It has been brought forth and fashioned for participation in the
commodity parade solely by the hand of labor, and having been so brought
in and introduced to the motley throngs of wares for sale, it becomes subject
to all the fluctuations, exigencies and idiosyncrasies of the market, just like
the rest of the bunch.

Its value in exchange for other commodities can only be determined
or arrived at by the same process or method of calculation that applies to
them all. All commodities have a common parentage; they are brought for by
labor alone. Their relative exchange value, that is the value of one compared
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to the value of another, in exchange, can only be arrived at by a comparison
of the respective quantities of labor necessarily embodied in their produc-
tion. There is but one way yet known to man to solve the problem, and that
is to reduce the production of the commodity to the terms of an individual
adult, and measure his time by the clock. The necessary labor time thus
arrived at becomes the measure of exchange value for the commodity in
question. As a similar process has been worked out in regard to all other
commodities, their exchange one for another becomes a simpler matter, and,

approximately, of course, a reasonably correct one.

Gold Does Not Measure Value

As there are very many different commodities monitored over a wide market,
and the owner of any given commodity may not be personally able to meet
one who has the particular commodity he desires to obtain in exchange,
and vice versa, the expedient of buying and selling has been devised and
become a universal practice. To effect this it becomes necessary to translate
the exchange value of all commodities into terms of some one commodity
that has been selected for the purpose and which is generally recognised and
accepted as authoritative and official. The commodity at present in use for
this purpose is gold. All other commodities are compared to gold in order
to determine their relative value thereto. Gold does not measure their value,
any more than they in each case measure that of gold.

To arrive at the conclusion, through comparison, that a certain quantity
of gold of a certain fineness is equivalent in value to a given quantity of flour,
for instance, by no means establishes any given quantity of exchange value.
It merely indicates that the value contained in the one is equal to that con-
tained in the other. It really means that the amount of adult human labor
measured by time, necessarily embodied in the one is equal to that neces-
sarily embodied in the other. Hence the value of, say, a barrel of flour, would
be expressed in terms of gold as being £3, and the value of that quantity of
gold, expressed in terms of flour, would be one barrel of that commodity.

“The Clever Hocus-Pocus of Financial Deceit”

Once the comparison has been made and the value of these commodities
translated into money (gold) terms, that particular commodity performs
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no further function in exchange, except in perhaps the settlement of trade
balances between countries, and even in such case it functions merely as a
commodity that is of general acceptance. Such balances might just as readily
be settled by the transfer of any other commodity in common and general
use, such as iron or copper, for instance. There is nothing about gold that is
in any way more mysterious and potent in matters of trade and commerce
than there is about anything else that is as commonly used. Whatever mys-
terious power or property it appears to possess is due entirely to the clever
hocus-pocus and “abracadabra” flimflam of financial deceit and swindle that
has been practised for so long upon the slaves and gudgeons by the rulers
and rogues who must cloak and cover their rascalities by hypocrisy and cam-
ouflage. As gold is merely one commodity in the long list of similar things
that are produced by labor, it does not require any very powerful remaining
faculties to realise that it could no more effect payment for the production
of these things than could any other part of the things produced. Not only
is gold but a part of the many things produced, but in value it constitutes
but an infinitesimal part of the total value brought forth. And it could not
pay for anything, because it, like all other commodities, can only be brought
into the channels of exchange, trade and commerce by being first taken
from the producers thereof without any payment whatsoever. Like all other
commodities it is the product of slave labor, for by no other token can trade
and commerce exist.

There is no other way to get the wherewith to carry on trade, commerce,
business, finance, except through the enslavement of labor and the conse-
quent seizure and control of the wealth brought forth by such enslaved labor,
and the sacred gold, the professed means of payment, is but a part of the
plunder and a very small part at that. It is neither a means of payment nor
a measure of value. It is purely the one particular commodity selected from
the lot, for the purpose of acting as a sort of common denominator in the
processes of exchange, that are entailed in the disposition and distribution
of the loot accruing to the rulers and masters of the earth through the plun-

dering, skinning and trimming of slaves.

Why No Payment Can Be Made

As for payment, it is impossible, either in gold or anything else. The sum
of the world’s capitalisation, including all bonds stocks, deeds, debentures,
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mortgages, loans (either national or otherwise), bank accounts, warehouse
receipts, bills payable and bills receivable, bills of lading, currency and all
the rest of the paper flimflam and financial phantasmagoria of this crazy
age, is pure and adulterated debt; a charge against the future; an obligation
that has arisen out of the impossibility of any and all payment in the past,
and equally impossible of any and all payment in the future for the very
same reason that it has all been contracted, accumulated and mobilised. And
that reason is that there never was anything wherewith payment could be
made; there is nothing now; and there can be nothing in the future.
Everything that is supposed to be bought, and exchanged, traded in, paid
for, eaten up, worn out, blown up by war or otherwise, either profitably or
unprofitably disposed of is produced from day to day and year to year, and
in the same manner and by the same process disposed of. No payment for
such production can be made, for the simple reason that there is nothing
outside of that production itself, and it is all consumed as fast as brought
forth. Nothing remains but the figures expressing that which has been pro-
duced and either consumed or destroyed, without any payment whatsoever.

A Preposterous Swindle

These gallant figures in most noble array constitute what is grandiloquently
termed by statesmen, philosophers, sages, pundits, economists, financiers,
and rogues and muddle-heads generally, as “the great wealth of the world,” a
wealth that is increasing “by leaps and bounds” as the years go by. And they
tell us that these figures represent real wealth and all these promises are “based
on gold” The plain fact is that they represent debt and the whole preposterous
swindle is based upon the countless millions of slaves and gudgeons whose
ignorance and blind loyalty to their masters alone make the present world
nightmare of civilization, misery and slaughter possible. And the only actual
payment that is ever made, or that is possible, is the payment made daily by
the slaves who sweat, bleed and die for the empire of their masters, rulers and
torturers. Ruling-class payment is a greater joke than a Russian ikon.

E. T Kingsley

—“Gold—The Sacred Ikon Payment,” Australian Worker, 13 Feb. 1919, 15.
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On Class War
1919

This article by Kingsley was published in his short-lived newspaper
the Labor Star, in the immediate aftermath of the Western Labour
Conference in Calgary in March 1919, where delegates endorsed the
One Big Union. The article provides a window into Kingsley's political
thought during the high-water mark of Canadian workers’ postwar

challenge to capitalism.

The Class War Is Now On!

Civilization is synonymous with human slavery.

The civilized period began with the birth of slavery and that accursed
infamy still remains as the cornerstone which the entire superstructure of
civilization rests.

Upon the one hand stands the class masters and exploiters; the ruling
class that governs the workers that it may rob them of the fruits of their labor,
and rob them because it governs them.

Upon the other hand the working class, the producers of all wealth,
driven like galley slaves to their tasks by the lash of necessity, and plundered
of their products by the class that lives and thrives by rule and robbery.

For thousands of years the toilers of the world have been thus ruled
and robbed, first as chattels, then as serfs and now as wage slaves, by the
self-appointed rulers and ruffians who have forced the shackles of servitude
upon them.

Government is now, as it always was, the instrument of the ruling class,
the enginery of oppression and repression whereby the rulers and robbers
maintain their stranglehold upon the workers and complete mastery over
the products they bring forth.

It is the sole means whereby masters can retain their mastery, and slaves

be held in leash for that exploitation out of which alone can be built and
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maintained the empire of pomp, magnificence and vulgar ceremony so dear
to the ruling class heart and consoling to the ruling class conscience.

With its armies, navies, its police, parliaments, and its official staff of
rogues and stool-pigeons from the great statesmen at the top to the lowest
type of secret service sneak at the bottom, its terrific powers of oppression,
repression and persecution are made to reach to the uttermost parts of the
land, and from which no individual or fireside may escape.

With its absolute control of all legal means of education and the dis-
semination of information; with its control of all means of communication
such as postal service, telegraph, cables, wireless, telephones, etc., it becomes
a most deadly influence against the extension of human knowledge, and a
most powerful factor in deepening the ignorance of human kind, through
such dissemination of falsehoods and such appeals to prejudice as are well
calculated to awaken to activity the baser passions of mankind.

Government is the very citadel and sole bulwark of class rule and power;
it is the gun held at the breast of the victim while the robber goes through his
pockets; it is supreme master of the field of industry from which is gathered
the rich plunder that constitutes the boasted wealth and power of the class
that now as truly rules and robs the slaves as did the chattel slave masters
and feudal lords of old.

Government is master of the shop, the job, the slaves and the product
of his toil, because government is the instrument, the servant, the agent,
the orderly, the very ‘Rock of Ages’ of the ruling class, and without which it
would not and could not be.

There is nothing in common between master and slave. There can be
nothing in common between, them. There is no point upon which they can
agree without sacrificing and destroying the interest of either one or the
other. Their interests are diametrically opposed at all times and under all
circumstances. The interest of the master is to hold the slave in subjection
and rob him; the interest of the slave is to attain his freedom from such
robbery. And there is no middle ground upon which they can meet.

Civilization all down through the ages has been but a thinly veiled civil
war during times of so-called peace, and an open and unconcealed slaugh-
ter of slaves during times of war, the grand culmination of which occurred
during the last four or five years in the grandest slaughter of the kind for the

purpose of a ruling class holiday ever recorded.
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Slave revolts there have been at intervals, during the civilized period,
right down to the present time. These revolts have always been quelled by
using loyal slaves to beat or shoot the rebels either into oblivion or submis-
sion. But out of the ruling class fury of the last four years, which resulted in
the slaughter of millions of slaves, there has come a revolt that is not mere
rebellion—but revolution. The exploited slaves of the earth are rising for the
complete overthrow of the class that has for so long ruled and robbed them.

The last dynastic war has been fought; the last sacrificial offering of mil-
lions of slaves upon the altar of ruling class-fury has been recorded. The
class war is now on throughout the earth. In Russia the blow has been struck
and the capitalist and landlord abolished. The peasants and workmen are
bringing order out of the chaos and misery that centuries of ruling class
plunder and rapine have brought upon the land. The sorry remnants of the
old brutal tyranny of class rule and robbery, that are left upon Russian soil,
are maintained only by the bayonets of the western nations that attempt to
camouflage their worse than Prussian autocracy by the flimsiest of hypocrisy
and democratic pretense.

In Germany the same revolutionary uprising against the regime of slav-
ery and plunder is slowly but surely forging on to victory. The capitalist and
landlord robbers are doomed to extinction, as forces of plunder and rapine.
The slaves will come into their own no matter what the cost. When Prussian
militarism went down it pulled down the entire establishment, of exploita-
tion, trade and commerce that rested upon it, and the victorious “Allies” now
stand aghast at the ruin wrought, for by the same token their own precious
establishments of similar import are tottering to destruction.

In all lands of Europe the ghost of revolution is knocking at the outer
gates and there is fear and trembling within the ruling class camp. The slaves
are becoming restless and the rulers have no comforting medicine to soothe
their excitement. They are making ever more pressing demands upon their
masters and the masters find it ever more and more impossible to comply.
The ruling class establishment of the entire world has been well nigh wrecked
by the fury and blast of the bloody and destructive storm of war, a war that
brought to a swift, culmination all of the possibilities of impotence, for any
other purpose than that of slaughter and devastation of a civilisation based
upon the exploitation and torture of slaves by masters. It brought clearly to

the vision of millions just what such a civilization really is, as well as the sole
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function and purpose of governments of a ruling class, a function expressed
only in repression, slaughter and rapine.

And the ghost of revolution hovers over the scene here upon this west-
ern continent, affrighting the rulers by day and haunting their dreams by
night. Never was there such alarm in the dovecote of ruling class democracy
before. Never were the magicians of the mouth so busily engaged in verbal
efforts to forefend the evil threatening the ruling class; never were the low
stool-pigeons of authority more zealous in performing their nefarious task
of safeguarding the interests of their masters and employers eavesdropping
and peeking through keyholes. Never was the noble art of lying and the
spreading of falsehood brought to such a high state of efficiency, as has
now been attained by the paid liars of the press, pulpit and platform of
capitalism, for the eminently worthy purpose of making the criminal ruling
class appear white, while its now revolutionary victims are painted in the
blackest of colours.

But it is of no use. The ghost, like, Banquo’s, will not down. The war
bought forth the Nemesis of capitalism, the revolutionary proletariat of all
lands. And nothing else could have come out of it, for the working class,
the only useful part of human society, can no longer live under slavery.
Its exploitation has become so intense, the efficiency of the mechanism of
exploitation has become so great that neither masters nor slaves can longer
continue it. The masters cannot dispose of the products except by war and
that forces the entire establishment into irretrievable bankruptcy because
war is nonproductive and capital cannot grow upon that which is solely
destructive. War thus hastens the end. The slaves cannot live under perpetual
war, because it will in time exterminate them. They can no longer exist under
capitalism because it can no longer give them employment and insure them
sufficient remuneration to sustain themselves and [their] families.

During war, while working people are killing each other by the thousands,
capitalists are patriotically piling up wealth in figures, that in orders upon
the future, beyond the dreams of avarice. They continue to exploit those
who are not in uniform and they do it with the same degree of cheerfulness
and aplomb that they feed the uniformed ones into the cannon’s mouth.
They go “over the top” in their particular line as gaily and with an intense
love of country, as the soldier in the trenches goes “over the top” for “liberty,

democracy and the rights of small nations.”
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The interests of capitalists are alike in all countries. Capital is inter-
national. The ousted capitalists and landlords of Russia have the heartfelt
sympathy of all of their precious breed and ilk throughout the world. They
are all blood of the same blood, and flesh of the same flesh. The aid that
is now being given by the capitalist and landlord governments of western
Europe and this continent to the monarchist, capitalist and landlord rem-
nants of the Czarist regime, affords ample proof of the fact. Were it not for
that aid and support, by bayonets and munitions, the peasants and workers
regime of Russia would be swiftly completed over the entire country and the
bloodthirsty and rapacious remnants of the old tyranny would be swept into
oblivion where they properly belong.

As capital is international, so is labor international. The interests of labor
are identical all over the earth. The workers are no less slaves in Britain,
France, Italy, Canada and the United States, than they are in any other land,
in spite of the loud-mouthed asseverations of “democracy” to the contrary
notwithstanding. No matter whether they are exploited by capitalists of
their own race and tongue, or by aliens, they are skinned to the quick with
equal contempt for their squeals. They are as mercilessly ruled and robbed
by their own countrymen as by any others!

An injury, to the workers of one land is an injury to the workers of all
lands. A shot fired at the peasants and workers of Russia is a shot fired at
the working class of the world, no matter if that shot be fired by a Canadian
workingman in the king’s uniform, or a renegade Russian workingman under
command of a Kolchak or other monarchist remnant who is struggling to
reinstate the old regime. All workers are equally guilty in being used as tools
to crush their fellow slaves into subjection, it matters not what uniform they
wear or whose orders they obey.

It is up to the workers of all other lands, that is if they are worthy to
become men, to make imperative demands upon their precious governing
authorities to withdraw such troops as they may have in Russia at once,
and leave the settlement of the internal affairs of that country to those who
inhabit it. And the workers of all countries have upon occasion laid down
their tools for far less worthy purposes than for the enforcement of such
a demand.

It should not stop there. A similar and equally emphatic demand should
be simultaneously made by the workers of all lands, that all troops should be
withdrawn from other countries immediately, and that without exception. A
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halt should be called at once upon all such ruffianism as the occupation of
any country by the uniformed conscripts or volunteers of another.

The class war is on, and all the talk of verbose magicians of reconciliation
about bringing harmony and understanding to capital and labor is so much
moonshine. Oil and water cannot mix. The elements of cohesion are not
there. Neither can the slave and his master be reconciled. Their interests
are always in opposition, no matter how much verbal oil may be poured
upon the troubled waters. It is war to the knife and the knife to the hilt
between them. There can be no peace until the slave is free, his shackles and
the authority of his erstwhile master thrown into the discard of oblivion,
never to be resurrected.

The class war centres around the control of the state, the rulers to main-
tain it for the purpose of perpetuating their rule and robbery of slaves; the
latter to gain control of it for the purpose of spiking its guns as against
the working class; and using its powers to effect the transformation of civil-
ization and society from slavery to freedom. With such transformation
completed the state, as a repressive and coercive force, will die out, being
resolved merely into an administrative process of the common affairs of a
free people, a people no longer exploited by rulers and ruling classes.

Let no misguided disciple of “One Big Union,” or other similar concep-
tion, delude himself into fancying that the hold of the ruling class can be
broken without first stripping from its hands the control of that instrument
(the state) solely by means of which it maintains its mastery over the working
class and its products.

The class war is on. Line up, oh ye slaves, for the battle! Use the legal
weapon of the franchise where and when ye still possess it. Where you have
it not, struggle to get it. If that be denied you, then take whatever weapons
the occasion may warrant and circumstances place within your reach.

But remember the class war is now.

E. T. Kingsley

—“The Class War Is Now On!,” Labor Star, 20 Mar. 1919, 1.
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On the Paris Peace Conference
1919

This article by Kingsley originally appeared in his short-lived newspaper,
the Labor Star, in February 1919 and was republished in the Australian
labour press in May 1919.

In the following article, E. T. Kingsley—the veteran Canadian socialist—
handles a topical subject in his usual masterly manner, and reveals the hypo-
critical pretences of the international statesmen gathered at Paris at what,
for want of a better name, is called a “Peace Congress.”

An International Madhouse

Some months have elapsed since the signing of the armistice. The dogs of
war are supposed to be in leash and the dove of peace is expected to again
hover over the scene. Alleged statesmen of mighty calibre have been for
some time foregathered at the victor’s banquet board, presumably for the
purpose of refurbishing the dove’s plumage and renovating dovecote that
have been badly ruffled and befouled by the ruling class family row of the
last four and a-half years.

Sometimes this gathering in Paris is jocularly termed a “Peace Congress,’
but captious critics who claim to have peeped through the keyhole assert
that the performance thereat bears a much more striking resemblance to a
conclave of pickpockets, porch climbers, bandits, and burglars assembled
for the profound purpose of dividing the loot and apportioning the plunder,
than it does to a show having anything to do with “peace,” unless it is to
demonstrate its utter impossibility.

While no sin of governments during the past has been more loudly con-
demned and raucously execrated by the disciples of hypocrisy and deceit,
whose mission has been to stir up so much fog and confusion about the cause
of the recent bloodletting that the common herd would be unable to arrive
atany clear understanding of that cause, than the sin of “secret diplomacy;’ it
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is worthy of note that no greater secrecy could be thrown about the deliber-
ations of this alleged “Peace Congress” if it was actually a gathering of bandits
to divide the plunder or lay plans for a future raid.

What Guarantee Is There of Peace?

Even supposing that the “Peace Congress” does in due time conclude its
deliberations and a peace is signed, have we any assurance that peace will
prevail? Is there anything in the world situation today that makes peace at all
possible? From every quarter comes tales of increasing unrest and discontent
among the working people. It becomes each day more and more impossible
for the masters to find employment for their slaves, and without employment
there can be neither quiet nor content.

Ruling class industry in its very highest development has been emphat-
ically demonstrated during the last four years. The mightiest production of
ruling class essentials the world ever saw took place during that time. Never
before upon such a grand scale was the function of class rule so clearly dem-
onstrated; never was ruling class efficiency and the superlative excellence of
its industrial and governing mechanism so convincingly expressed as during
that glorious period. No such stupendous slaughter and devastation was ever
pulled off before; never was there a more complete justification of class rule
staged in all human history; never were the splendid possibilities of human
slaughter by the machine method more magnificently exemplified; never was
there such a striking comparison drawn between the productive power and
“kultur” of the primitive and barbaric past and that of Christian civilization.

The End of Class Rule

But this grand triumph of ruling class industrialism and its methods registers
the beginning of the end of class rule and class robbery. The huge mechanism
of ruling class industry, the eventual and ultimate purpose of which has been
so magnificently disclosed during the years just passed, can no longer be
made to function as the mechanism of peaceful industry. The whole fabric
of industrialism is falling to pieces.

Made and finally perfected for the sole purpose of slaughter and dev-
astation, once the huge task of the last years is finished, once the grand
culmination of all ruling class “aspirations” has been attained in the complete
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triumph of capitalist civilization over its feudal forebear from whose loins
it sprung, the mechanism breaks down. That which has been created
purely for the purpose of war, slaughter and devastation cannot be used as
the foundation for an edifice of peace.

Capitalism in a Dilemma

In spite of the fact that some hundreds of millions of slaves were turned
from the production of the really essential things of life and their every
energy expended in killing, maiming and destroying upon a scale hitherto
undreamed of, there has yet been sufficient of those essential things pro-
duced to satisfy all reasonable demands. And now that the slaughter has at
least momentarily ceased and the machinery thereof is no longer kept going
full tilt, the ruling class world is thrown into a veritable jimjams of turmoil,
strife and revolutionary action growing out of the inability of rulers and
masters to turn their enginery of slaughter and rapine to the requirements
of peace.

Evidently the industrial mechanism so-called that has been devised and
designed to promote slaughter, devastation and waste, cannot be turned to
the production of the essential things of life and the inauguration of an era
of peace, plenty and fraternity. War, bloody and destructive, is the high-
est achievement of which ruling class civilization is apparently capable. In
world-wide war the ruling class attains its final goal. Its supreme mission
has been realized in the last four years. Senile decay swiftly follows, and its
civilization becomes an international madhouse. Can one arrive at any other
conclusion after taking careful survey of the world situation as it is to-day?

—“An International Madhouse,” Australian Worker (Sydney), 22 May 1919, 15;
originally published in the Labor Star (Vancouver), 27 Feb. 1919, 4—5.
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On Capitalist Civilization
1919

Article by Kingsley in the Australian labour press, 1919.

Capitalist Civilization

Far from emancipating mankind, civilisation under the capitalist system has
put the last and finishing touch to the art of exploiting the workers to the
supreme limit. As E. T. Kingsley, the veteran Canadian Socialist shews in
the following article, capitalist civilisation is but the third stage in the evo-
lution of human slavery.

If we are to believe what the spokesmen and apostles of the present
order tell us, civilisation has been saved from the forces of evil that sought
to destroy it. It seems that while the death of one man upon the cross was all
that was required to save humanity from paying the penalty of its transgres-
sions and sins, it has cost the lives of more than ten million, the mutilation of
probably twenty million more and misery and agony of a countless multitude
besides, to save this glorious civilisation from the fell designs of a certain
Mr. Hohenzollern, who, however, has thus been happily frustrated in his
wicked purpose.' Now, if it be true that this glorious civilisation has been
saved, it would perhaps be well to know what it has really been saved from
and for how long a period that salvation may be assured.

Chattel Slavery Dogs

Capitalist civilisation is the third stage in the evolution of human slavery
that has followed in the footsteps of what has been termed barbarism. The
first stage of that evolution is commonly referred to as chattel slavery. Dur-
ing that period the slave was owned openly and outright by the master, like

! The House of Hohenzollern ruled Germany until the establishment of the

Weimar Republic at the end of the First World War.
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a horse, an ass or an ox. For thousands of years that type of slavery and
the civilisation built upon it held sway. Its reign extended over practically
all of the then known world. Great empires rose from the toil, sweat and
agony of the cruelly-driven slaves of those times, and each in turn crumbled
to decay.

All fell to ruin through the corruption and rottenness bred from the
foul crime of slavery upon which they were built. Human institutions,
human society, a civilisation based upon that parent of all lesser crimes,
slavery, can be no less criminal than that from which they spring. That which
is based upon crime cannot long survive. It will inevitably perish from its
own poison and corruption if not sooner brought to its end by other means.
It will eventually meet dissolution by its own hand if it be not otherwise
destroyed. Practically the last trace of chattel slave civilisation has long since
passed away.

The Next Stage

Let it be noted that the next succeeding form of slavery was not born from
the womb of chattel slavery. It rose from the ruins of Roman civilisation
when that rotten old slave empire had fallen to complete decay. Out of the
ruin and chaos eventually arose the new slavery, but between the downfall
of the old and the birth of the new a considerable period lapsed, that is
all but a blank in human history.

The new slavery was not a child of the old, but was rather a resurrection
of its spirit garbed in more deceitful habiliments. Though changed in out-
ward appearance its essence was the same. The slaves were either trimmed
of the result of their labor in times of peace or fed into the furnace of hell in
times of war, by their overlords and owners, just as had been the lot of their
predecessors the chattel slaves.

The Workers under Feudalism

The second stage of slavery is known as feudalism. The slavery of the toil-
ers was thinly camouflaged under the guise of being attached to the land
and bound by ties of fealty to the lord thereof. Feudal serfs were not sold
from hand to hand as were chattel slaves. They remained within their lord’s
domain, however, and were not allowed outside thereof without proper
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permission. Within that domain they were allowed certain privileges and
so-called rights that were unknown to their chattel slave predecessors. But
like the latter they were compelled to work for their feudal lord without pay-
ment therefor. Out of their unpaid toil and sweat the pomp and magnificence
of feudal civilisation was built.

In time that stage of development of human slavery passed away and
the era of Capitalism followed. The late delightful ruling class family row in
Europe, and which is perhaps not yet entirely finished, is but a part of the
cleaning-up process that is sweeping away the surviving remnants of
the old feudal regime that preceded Capitalism. The mid-European survival
of feudalism having been tumbled to ruins under the lusty strokes of the
child of its own loins, practically clears the world stage of the last feudal
rubbish, with the exception of an Oriental remnant that is now courting
the same fate.

Capitalism is now supreme in so far as its erstwhile feudal parent is con-
cerned. Capitalist civilisation has thus been saved from being strangled by
its wicked progenitor. All this talk about France and other Allies having
“found their souls” in the late blood feast is pure nonsense, but they did at last
find the requisite stranglehold to prevent the wicked parent from destroying

its virtuous offspring.

The Supreme Limit

It has been left to the third stage of slavery—capitalist civilisation—to put
the last and finishing touch to the art of exploiting slaves to the supreme
limit. Alongside of the achievements in this line of the last hundred or so
years, those of ancient chattel slavery and the feudalism of the medieval age
appear like the work of unskilled amateurs.

Never before were such gigantic undertakings accomplished; never were
such tremendous fortunes garnered; never were such magnificent and lux-
urious military spectacles of slaughter and rapine possible; never before was
it within the power of the ruling class to recklessly and deliberately cast ten
million slaves to the slaughter and cripple and damage probably twice as
many more, without suffering any material loss. The highest efficiency of a
civilisation based upon human slavery is measured by the stern repression

and exploitation of slaves in times of peace and their wholesale conscription
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and slaughter in times of war. Ruling class efficiency can be expressed in no

other manner.

The High-Water Mark of Civilisation

The high-water mark of achievement in this line has easily been attained
by the splendidly-efficient ruling class of this most glorious age. Never in
all of its bloody history did a ruling class ever succeed in pulling off such
a magnificent spectacle of blood, guts, gore and devastation as that staged
during the past four years. And there is every reason why it should have been
a grand spectacle, for it represents all the knowledge the ruling class has
been enabled in the noble art of human butchery, rapine and devastation. It
is a splendid display of the full flower and fruitage of a crime ten thousand
years old.

That countless millions of slaves could thus be made to go daily forth to
kill and be killed for no more noble purpose than that of perpetuating their
own slavery and incidentally composing the quarrels of their bloodthirsty
and unscrupulous owners and masters, speaks volumes for the efficiency of
the ruling class in training slaves to act as good slaves ought to act, when the
word of command is spoken by authority. Under no form of slavery were
the slaves more docile and well-behaved than under Capitalism and at no
period in history were they so productive of wealth and grandeur for their
owners and masters. Especially is this true of the slaves of this western con-
tingent. All of which is no doubt due to the fact that their slavery is so
completely camouflaged with the outward appearance of freedom that the
slaves actually believe they are free indeed.

E. T. Kingsley

—“Capitalist Civilization,” Australian Worker (Sydney), 24 July 1919, 21.
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On the 1921 Canadian
Parliamentary Election

1921

This is the last published work by Kingsley that we have discovered. It
was published in the British Columbia Labor News in December 1921,
exposing the moral and intellectual bankruptcy of the Canadian ruling

classinthe midst of that year’s parliamentary election campaign.

Tariff Not a Campaign Issue: Old Parties Have No Real
Issues Says Old Labor Party Campaigner

An election campaign is now on in this Dominion of Canada, for the purpose
of electing a House of Commons, from which a government will be forced
to preside over the destiny of the country and steer the “Ship of State” safely
through reefs and tide rips of a possibly adverse fortune during another
period of years. Probably no similar campaign has ever been marked with a
more complete absence of issues or policy to be fought out by contending
participants in the old parties for “public honors” than this one.

For good and sufficient reasons the political talent of the ruling class
in human society has been rapidly deteriorating in quality of latter years.
From an impartial survey of the situation throughout the world and of the
political timber available to prop it up with, it appears that the intellec-
tual bankruptcy of the political parties and henchman of the ruling class is
well nigh established, at any rate as far as Canada is concerned. No duller
mediocrity was ever displayed upon the public platform, nor by means of
the other official pronouncements of the old line politicians and so-called
statesmen and apologists of the present regime of plunder and rapine.
And how could it be otherwise than that the rulers and their satellites
should land in moral and intellectual bankruptcy once the industrial and
financial establishments of that ruling class have gone over the precipice
of manifest impossibility? It is quite the common thing for bankrupts and
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threatened bankrupts to go “bughouse” and even suicide in some cases. That
is evidently the only alternative afforded our present rulers and their tools,
in face of the utter impossibility of a further carrying on of their industrial
and financial game at full tilt. That perhaps accounts for the weird cavort-
ings and meaningless mutterings upon the part of alleged statesmen and
leading publicists of today.

The culmination of a hundred centuries of human slavery and its vulgar
trail of business, trade and commerce, was the precipitation of the most
gigantic, bloody and destructive war ever yet recorded in history. The closing
of this magnificent spectacle has been swiftly followed by every evidence of
financial bankruptcy, accompanied with all of its attendant phenomena, by
no means the least of which is a tremendous slowing down of industry and a
threateningly dangerous condition of unemployment throughout the world.

The figures usually offered as an indication or expression of the wealth
of the world, upon examination, turn out to be merely figures of debt, a
debt that can never be paid for the good and sufficient reason that all that
is produced is consumed equally as fast as it is brought forth. Small wonder
that these figures at last reach such imposing dimensions that the bubble
finally bursts and bankruptcy ensues.

To make a long story short, the history of the last ten thousand or more
years has been the history of human slavery. Its culmination has been
the delectable affair that broke out in 1914, the aftermath of which is still with
us in the nature of the bankruptcy and collapse already mentioned. The utter
impossibility of slavery has thus been clearly made manifest. The human race
cannot live under it for any appreciable length of time. The accursed thing
will eventually wreck itself, and man will perish unless a return be made to
the path of liberty, and that sane manner of existence that actuates the life
and purpose of all other living things.

Slavery, with its attendant trade and commerce, is doomed. It is now in
collapse, and must go down and out. The vaunted industrialism of the ruling
class has been tried in the balance and the result can be read by he who has
eyes with which to see and a brain at all capable of reasoning.

The most that can truthfully be said for the boasted mechanical achieve-
ments of the past is that they have proven worthy of their creation, for they
have been devised solely for the purposes of a ruling class and those purposes
are summed up in the conclusion that they never did serve, and never can
be made to serve any other purpose than that of intensifying and expediting
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the exploitation of slaves and turning the fruits of such exploitation to the
account of their rulers.

In the face of these very easily verified facts, what supine twaddle it is to
pretend that the “tariff; for instance, or such other silly stuff can be termed
a campaign issue. It is all too childish and empty to come forth from the
mouths of even normal babes and sucklings. Such stuff can only issue from
the caverns of moral and intellectual bankruptcy.

E. T. Kingsley

—“Tariff Not a Campaign Issue,” British Columbia Labor News (Vancouver),
2 Dec. 1921, 1, 3.

On the 1921 Canadian Parliamentary Election 147

https://doi.org/10.15215/aupress/9781778290046.01



This page intentionally left blank



Part I

Selected Speeches of
E. T.Kingsley

https: / ﬂd()L()rgﬂl().lsmsﬂaupress,’ 9781778290046.01



This page intentionally left blank



On the Aims of Socialism
1895

This is the first known report of a speech by Kingsley following his
disablement at Spring Gulch, Montana, and his transformation into
a revolutionary socialist. He delivered the speech at San Francisco'’s
Knights of Pythias Hall on 27 October 1985 during his time as an

organizer with the Socialist Labor Party.

Aims of Socialism: E. T. Kingsley Defines the Purpose of
the Organization for Industrial Improvement

The advocates of socialism, represented as the American Section of the
Socialistic Labor Party, held a well-attended meeting in Pythian Hall last
evening. E. T. Kingsley was selected to address the gathering upon the aim
and tendency of the socialistic movement. The speaker dwelt at considerable
length upon the present system of municipal government and gave emphatic
expression to his opinions upon its defects and the methods by which they
might be remedied. He declared that in the realization of their purpose the
socialists should aim at the control of no single branch of the government but
endeavor to control all. Socialism, he explained, is not an institution whose
purpose is to eliminate the monopolies one by one. If it hopes for success it
must secure repossession of the entire system of government at one time.

Among other things Mr. Kingsley referred to the waste of material which
he believed was a result of an improper municipal system. He advocated the
destruction of what he called rent, interest and property. To bring about
such a condition of things he urged a judicious use of the ballot privileges
by all socialists.

—“Aims of Socialism,” San Francisco Call, 28 Oct. 1895, 10.
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On Socialism and the Economy

1896

Report from a speech at a meeting of the Socialist Labor Party’s
Liberty Branch in the Metropolitan Labor Temple, San Francisco,
8July 1986.

Socialism and Economy: E. T. Kingsley Delivers an
Address at the Temple

Liberty Branch of the Socialist Labor party was addressed at last night’s
mass-meeting in the Temple, 115 Turk Street.

The chairman, Henry Warnecke, outlined the political objects of the
Socialist Labor party and referred to the address of the evening as very
appropriate at a time when the economic fallacies of the day are causing
many supporters of the old parties to sever their allegiance thereto.

After a reading from a socialistic journal by the secretary of the branch,
Theodore Lynch, the chairman introduced E. T. Kingsley, State organiser
of the party, who said: “If I were to ask your attention to-night to a question
that affected money, tariff or some of the other unimportant questions,
you would be far from the cause of the evils, that infest society. Foolish
people, who claim that socialism is the product of a particular nation, are
daily receiving an object lesson in the economic field. Every intelligent
man to-day in this country knows that socialism is the child of economic
conditions.”

“The workers of America are face to face to-day with a condition of things
that must inevitably end in their complete degradation to abject slavery or
revolution if those who love their country and their fellow-beings neglect the
advantages that socialism offers to adjust the society we live in on a more har-
monious basis. We are living to-day in the heroic age—an age in which the
chivalry of youth can again emulate the spirit of liberty that animated

the heroes and patriots of days gone by”
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Short speeches by strangers and economic inquirers followed, and among
them were remarks by Rev. J. E. Scott, Leo Gasser, William Edlin and Theo-
dore Lynch.

—“Socialism and the Economy,” San Francisco Call, 9 July 1896, 9.
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On American Imperialism in
Cuba and the Philippines

1899

Report of Kingsley's speech denouncing American imperialism in Cuba
and the Philippines at a protest meeting organized by the Socialist Labor

Party in the Metropolitan Labor Temple, San Francisco, 30 May 1899.

Imperialism Denounced by the Socialists

Condemn Motive of the Recent War

Tribute to the Boys in Blue

Big Mass Meeting in Metropolitan Temple

Many Eloquent Speakers Talk of Indiscriminate Shedding of Innocent
Blood in the Name of Liberty

Metropolitan Temple was crowded to the doors last night by an intelligent
audience who had gathered to hear speakers of the Socialist Labor party
voice their sentiments against the imperialistic policy of this Government.
Many were the talking points made against the motive which animated some
citizens who were patriotic from mercenary or commercial motives only.
While due credit was given to the brave boys in blue who went forth in
defense of their country, the continuation of the war itself was denounced
as barbarous and not animated by humanitarian ideas.

The meeting was called to order by Thomas Bashford, who introduced
G. B. Benham as the first speaker of the evening.

“We are here to-night,” said Mr. Benham, “to protest emphatically against
the late war which was carried on in the name of despotism and followed
in its wake by death and destruction. We have seen Cuban patriots refuse
to take the gold for which was sold their honor. While this nation was com-
mended in the beginning for its disinterested assistance to a down-trodden
people, events have occurred which have changed the aspect of the case,
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and now there are none so poor in spirit or judgement to do her reverence
or honor.

“This country’s flag waves over a scene of despotism in the Philippine
Islands. When the doctrine was promulgated that the people of Cuba
are of right and should be free, a mighty thrill of approbation swept over this
land. But when our military supremacy was established the Cubans found
themselves in the exact position in the exercise of their sovereignty as they
had been under Spanish rule. Twenty thousand Filipinos surrendered their
lives rather than give up their liberty”

E.J. [sic] Kingsley in the course of his speech said: “Armed murderers
have marched beneath the glorious American flag to deprive people of their
liberty. The flag has been sold and resold for profit until the very clothes on
Uncle Sam’s back smack of the bargain counter. Few wars have been fought
with a worthy purpose, and the war against Spain is a capitalistic war which
has besmirched the fair name of the United States. The soldiers came mainly
from the working classes, and they received death in return for the self-
sacrifice, while the officers got a little cheap glory.

“Every citizen should protest with his last breath against the brutality
of the war and endeavor to overcome the danger which lurks behind the
scheme, namely, military despotism. If it be treason to protest against ruth-
less murder, rapine, invasion of the rights of people, against the military
drilling of our children in our public schools and the other evils that beset
our land, then we plead guilty, and, in the language of Patrick Henry, make
the most of it”

A.R. Andre next referred to the inconsistency of the peace conference
now in session at The Hague behind closed doors, while the very powers
interested in it are busy making implements of war and building battleships.

“If the Socialists had been in power,” he said, “this terrible disgrace would
never have been visited upon us in this war. The American nation will get
no benefit from it. The private ownership of the means of production and
distribution, which was the incentive of the war, should be abolished. All
wars should be discountenanced, and the remedy for capitalism is socialism”

M. W. Wilkins was the last speaker and he deplored the fact that humani-
tarianism was not the inspiring motive of the war. “The war had but one
purpose,” he said, “to open up new fields of exploitation for the capitalists
and make them the masters therein. I very much doubt the consistency of
a government which goes to the rescue of an oppressed foreign people and
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is so callous to the welfare of her own suffering people on her own soil.
Four or five million people right here within our own confines are denied
the chance of earning an honest living. I must inveigh against the terrible
treatment of our brave soldiers whereby ten have died in the camp or in the
hospital for every one that died on the battlefield. I protest against such a
terrible condition of things in the name of the soldier who has gone to his last
sleep and in the name of the grief-stricken orphan, the widow, the mother
and the sweetheart.

“War will disappear only when the blood-red banner of international
fraternalism shall wave its sacred folds over the Federation of the World”

—“Imperialism Denounced by the Socialists,” San Francisco Call, 31 May 1899, 7.
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On the Labour Problem
1903

Report of a speech on the topic of “The Labour Problem” at a meeting
organized by the Socialist Party of British Columbia’s Victoria Local, in
the Victoria Labour Hall, T February 1903.

The Labor Problem

Lecture by E. T. Kingsley at Meeting of Socialist Party

Labor hall was filled to overflowing last evening at the regular meeting of
the Socialist party, when a lecture on “The Labor Problem” was delivered
by E. T. Kingsley, of Nanaimo. After a song from the Socialist song book, a
recitation from Mr. Oliver, and a few introductory remarks from Chairman
J. C. Walters, the lecturer introduced his subject by going back to the begin-
ning of man’s history, and showed how he evolved from his primitive state
to the so-called “civilization” of the present day. He showed how empires
grew and fattened at the expense of the chattel slave, how the Babylon-
ian, Grecian and Roman empires thrived, and exerted their lordly authority
always at the expense of the worker. After chattel slavery came the feudal
system where they worked a part of the time for their feudal lord and a part
for themselves. When, however, the feudal King George III, attempted to
exercise his authority on this Western continent the oppressed colonists
soon gave him to understand they were going to run their country their own
way. Society has evolved since then to the present wage system which the
Socialist party is organized to abolish. In the earlier part of this century
the wage earner was little known. In the private ownership of all the means
of wealth production lies the root of all the misery of the worker.

What shall be done with the tools of wealth-production was the question
the wealth-producer had to solve. To own the tools collectively lay his only
salvation. This is forced upon the workers owing to the social character of
the tools of wealth-production. Being social in character they must be owned
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socially or collectively in order th