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Andrews students 
demonstrate love on 
the move during fall 
break

While some students decided to use 
the fall break to catch up on assignments, 
visit family members, and enjoy the 
freedom from classes, a group of young 
missionaries traveled to Kalamazoo to 
further the mission of spreading God’s 
love. These young adults are volunteers 
of the Greater Youth Movement program 
(GYM), an outreach initiative launched 
from the Harbor of Hope Church in 
Benton Harbor, Mich.

Prior to traveling to Kalamazoo, the 
team engaged in mission training. 
All participants were informed on the 
protocols and logistics of the trip. They 
also were introduced to the theme of the 
trip, “Greater Leaders.” This helped to 
unify the members with the goals of the 
mission.

Led by Business major, Malek McIntyre, 
15 students from Andrews University 
opened the Sabbath on Oct. 11, 2019, by 
commuting the hour drive to the Trinity 
Temple Church in Kalamazoo, where they 
were welcomed by the church pastor, 
Denry White, and his family. The students 
settled themselves in the church with 
their sleeping bags in anticipation of a 
spiritually uplifting weekend.

On Sabbath morning, the team was 
divided into three groups to visit three 
churches to promote the mission of GYM.  

Those who remained at Trinity Temple 
jumped into the spirit of worship and led 
the congregation in songs of praise. That 
was not the only surprise for the mem-
bers. The entire service was transformed 
into a day of music and community 
engagement. Choirs, local and traveling 
musicians as well as the GYM group pro-
vided musical selections throughout the 
day. Pastor White interspersed baby ded-
ications with the singing and celebration 

Lake Union votes new 
employment language
Plus, several public 
evangelism campaigns 
bear fruit; tithe 
increase largest in 
NAD 

On Nov. 13, 2019, Lake Union executive 
committee members voted new language 
on sexuality and gender language as it 
relates to employment.

Lake Union president Maurice Valentine 
explained that it’s necessary for the Union 
to create guidelines in recognition of 
cultural changes impacting our churches 
and institutions. The voted statement 
reads:

“This institution is operated by the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, and all 
employees are expected to abide by 
and support the biblical teaching of 
sexuality and gender as understood by 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. All 
volunteers and [participants, campers, 
students, etc.] are expected to abide by 
and support the above position while 
they are representing this institution or 
are involved in its activities. If you have 
questions about what these are, please 
contact [institution] leadership for further 
information.”

A more in-depth policy statement is 
scheduled for release in spring 2020 but, 
in the meantime, this statement was nec-
essary so job applicants could have full 
knowledge about the policy and inquire 
further if they have questions. The policy 
and other supporting documents are 
available at www.lakeunion.org under the 
“Policies” tab. 

President Maurice Valentine’s Report
The Union has $1 million for 

GC2020. Funds came from the General 
Conference, North American Division, 
Lake Union and local conferences, and 

for family members in the surrounding 
community. This was one way the church 
could show their love to their neighbors. 

The GYM team closed the Sabbath by 
spending the remaining hours of the day 
praying and singing with people from all 
walks of life who were seeking assistance 
from Kalamazoo Gospel Mission Center.

What surprised many of the students 
was how many clients at the Center had 
connections to Berrien Springs and, even 
more so, Andrews University. One lady, 
who requested prayers for a place to 
stay as the winter draws near, told some 
students how she had received an edu-
cation from Ruth Murdoch to a Master’s 
degree from Andrews University. For 
other students, they were blessed to hear 
interesting stories from the people they 
met. They were all more encouraged to 
continue sharing Christ to everyone they 
encountered. 

On previous trips, GYM volunteers 
spent Sunday mornings fellowshipping 
with church members. This time, the 
group spent the day canvassing, as this 
is one of the main ways the movement is 
financially supported. Jeanelle Robinson, 
an Architecture graduate of Andrews 
University, shared that this was her first 
canvassing experience. “At first, it was 

a bit daunting to think about going to 
people’s private spaces, introducing 
ourselves and the ministry, and then 
asking for money,” she said. “But then the 
experience turned out to be exhilarating 
because of the amazing encounters that 
only could be the Holy Spirit working 
through us as we interacted with the 
community.”

The final day of the trip was spent at 
Kalamazoo Junior Academy, where the 
university students conducted an en-
gaging worship service filled with songs, 
skits and discussion for the students and 
teachers.

Their final acts of kindness consist-
ed of helping to renovate rooms and 
sort through donations at the Catholic 
Charities Center. They then canvassed 
one last time with Pastor White, once 
again praying with community members 
and inviting them to the Adventist church-
es in the area. 

 The volunteers of Greater Youth 
Movement have placed outreach at the 
forefront of their mission. They plan to 
undertake two more mission trips before 
the end of the year. P

Michelle Greene is pursuing a Master’s degree in 
Communication at Andrews University.

are set aside for reaping events and har-
vesting activities. 

The Lucas Oil Stadium was secured 
for the mega health clinic coming to 
Indianapolis April 8‒10. Thanks to 
Indianapolis councilman and Capitol City 
Church member, Joe Simpson, the fee 
for using the facilities (estimated cost of 
$400,000+) was waived.

Executive Secretary Steven Poenitz’ 
Report

Baptism numbers Jan. 1, 2019 thrpigh 
Sept. 30, 2019 — Total 1,030

As of Sept. 30, Lake Union member-
ships stands at 88,630

Membership gain of 0.11%
 

Illinois’ Report on Use of Evangelism 
Funds:

Held a successful women’s retreat, 
whereby 500 people showed up. Of that 
number, 130 were not members of the 
Adventist Church.

 
Michigan’s Report on Use of 
Evangelism Funds:

Jesus on Prophecy evangelistic meet-
ings held across the state, starting in 
September. They experimented with 
using internet advertising. In the end, 

E Lake Union president Maurice Valentine addresses executive committee members during the fall meeting.

mail was the biggest way the people who 
attended heard of the event, social media 
second and personal invitation third.

3,000 attended, spread across 100 sites
40% of sites have so far reported and 

projections are for a total of 300‒500 
baptisms. Also, 200 people have made 
decision to keep the Sabbath and are still 
studying.

Treasurer Glynn Scott’s Report
Tithe gain year-to-date, Sept. 30, 2019, 

2.33% increase. This tithe percentage 
increase is the highest tithe performance 
across the North American Division.

Total income — $7.6 million is higher 
than budget ($7 million); total expenses 
of $6.8 million is lower than budget ($7 
million). Positive financial performance at 
the Lake Union level allows us to financial-
ly support our local conference in mission 
and ministry.

For 2019, each conference received 
special funding of $45,000 for the follow-
ing initiatives:  $20,000 for church growth; 
$15,000 for proclamation evangelism; and 
$10,000 discipleship training. An addition-
al $200,000 was prorated and distributed 
to the five local conferences as miscella-
neous tithe/non-tithe fund.

E Students who traveled to Kalamazoo during fall break spent the weekend demonstrating love on the move. 
Among the activities they planned were: organizing worship services, praying with clients at a social services 
agency, and sorting donations at the Catholic Charities Center.
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