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and I responded in like (for example, the 
peace sign, the hand on heart, raising 
the roof) I was able to connect mean-
ingfully, for me, with each person in a 
unique way. 

Then with the planning team there 
was the team that carried everything off 
throughout the weekend. Patience was 
the gift of the weekend as staff went the 
extra mile and then another one and 
then another to help everyone be in the 
right place at the right time. And the 
tech team both inside and out worked 
wonders to weave together disparate 
videos and livestreaming to reach those 
present inside, those present outside 
and those in their own homes, all at the 
same time! On Sunday morning—our 
“rain service”—I went outside at the end 
of the event and there were all the staff, 
standing under umbrellas throughout 
the parking lot, still helping families.

The graduates may not have a com-
parison, but for me, knowing the 
personal thought that went into each 
decision and then the unified follow- 
through, this graduation will go down as 
the best one ever.

It takes a village to grow a graduate 
who is a World Changer. It takes every 
part of the body of the University work-
ing together to live the Andrews mission! 
Thank you, team.

Andrea Luxton, president

THE TRUTH OF THE SAYING “IT TAKES A 
village … ” or, in the biblical context, 
1 Corinthians 12 was never clearer 
to me than over the last few days. 
Graduation is usually the celebratory 
culmination of the year’s activities. 
For 2021 it became something even 
more meaningful: the culmination of 
the challenges and rewards of a year 
living and working with COVID-19 
restrictions. Graduation epitomized the 
astounding commitment and unified 
focus of the University toward its stu-
dents and their success (academically, 
spiritually and personally).

There is no doubt that on the surface 
what we were able to do disappointed 
some. Families couldn’t attend many of 
the indoor ceremonies. Graduates had 
to physically distance themselves for 
the graduation event itself. But if you 
scratched the surface of what could be 
seen, what you would find was truly 
heartwarming: creativity, unity, shared 
purpose, commitment and a willing-
ness to go the third and fourth mile.

Let me give you a few examples of 
what our normally unsung heroes and 
heroines managed to arrange. Much 
of the initial creativity came from the 
core graduation committee, led by my 
truly amazing assistant, Dalry Payne. 
How could we have graduation under 
the restrictions we had and still make 
it personal? And so we decided instead 
of the usual Commencement speakers 
we would ask parents and friends of 
the graduates to send us videos. I had 
a message from an alumna who had no 
direct family graduating but wanted to 
tune in to see what we were doing. She 
told me she cried when she saw the 
videos, the families and lives behind 
our graduates. And then came the 
idea of the drive-in theater, along with 
personal delivery of goodies, water 
and programs to each car ... and a few 
balloons too. And of course there was 
the new handshake system that was 
particularly powerful for me. As grad-
uates chose their form of handshake 
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THE TERM “WINTER BLUES” HAS NEVER 
had much traction for me. To begin 
with, blue is my favorite color and 
so I have a natural bias toward 
thinking positively whenever I see 
the word “blue!” And secondly, as I 
have written before, I enjoy winter. 
So when I see “blue” and “winter” 
together I think of blue skies on 
a frosty morning and the beauty 
of reflected blue in pure ice. That 
means that although I am writing 
this in the middle of February, I am 
experiencing only my version of 
winter blues: I am feeling blessed!

As I read the news or social media 
it seems there is much of the “winter 
blues” around us, whether regarding 
the nation, the church or higher edu-
cation. There is also much reason for 
my version of the winter blues, as we 
consider the surety of spring under 
God’s overriding rulership. That 
“certain hope” does require faith. It 
also is encouraged through what we 
see and experience.

This Annual Report, for example, 
shares stories of vibrant commit-
ment to service, wholehearted 
engagement in the Andrews mission, 
and deepening faith. This gives me 
certain hope for this community. I 
also have that hope when I look at 
my colleagues. And in this column I 

Andrea Luxton, president

want to share that with you, by intro-
ducing you to some of the newer and 
younger individuals in this group. 

Amy Rosenthal, PhD, is the youngest 
of our academic deans. Coming to us 
this academic year, she already has 
significant academic and administra-
tive experience. As dean of the College 
of Arts & Sciences and Undergraduate 
Studies, she is committed to leading 
faculty to thoughtfully and creatively 
ensure they are tooled to meet Gen-
eration Z and the 2020 marketplace. 
Michael Nixon, JD, our youngest vice 
president, takes the lead in inclusive 
diversity, showing with courage and 
compassion how as Christians we 
should be continually active in under-
standing those different from ourselves. 
These are difficult conversations, and I 
am thankful Michael accepted the chal-
lenging route to join us and share his 
passion and expertise. Vanessa Corred-
era, PhD, is a masterful English teacher. 
Demanding and committed, faculty like 
Vanessa could be teaching in many plac-
es but choose Andrews because of their 
commitment to our mission. Thank 
you, Vanessa! Anthony Bosman, PhD, is 
maybe our youngest faculty member. A 
stimulating math teacher, Anthony also 
has an excellent strategic mind that he 
puts to work on thorny challenges in Ad-
ventist higher education. Donnie Keele, 
MA, has just stepped into the very large 
shoes of Spencer Carter as the resi-
dence hall dean for Meier Hall. Creative, 

engaged and collegial, Donnie I am 
sure will soon be loved as much as his 
predecessor. And finally, newest of all, 
Danielle Pilgrim, MDiv, our new associ-
ate chaplain. A team builder, connector 
with community and gifted speaker, 
Danielle is poised to help bring our faith 
experiences on campus to a new level.

These short introductions do not do 
justice to the value these colleagues 
bring to this community. But I hope 
the message is clear: these (and other) 
younger professionals are the reason 
why we don’t need to have the winter 
blues, whether we like blue and winter 
or not! When it comes time for me to 
be reading my FOCUS from home, 
they will be the leaders taking 
this University into the future 
with competence, passion and 
commitment.

Our future is secure.
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Seek Knowledge. Affirm Faith. Change the World.
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