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T ransformative Translanguaging Espacios: Latinx Students and their Teachers Rompiendo 
Fronteras sin Miedo, edited by Maite T. Sánchez and Ofelia García, pres ents the trans for ma-

tive pos si bil i ties of translanguaging to chal lenge dom i nant lan guage ideologies from the  
per spec tives of Latinx stu dents and their teach ers. Translanguaging is a term used to describe  
the lan guage prac tices of bilin gual indi vid u als which tran scend and trans gress the bound aries of 
named lan guages. Because of the rich, diverse spec trum of lan guage prac tices among bilin gual 
indi vid u als, there are many ways that translanguaging takes place. In chap ter two, for exam ple,  
a stu dent says that gen tri fi ca tion is, “Good for some peo ple, bad for some peo ple,” and another 
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stu dent responds, “Well, good para quién?” transgressing the bound ary between Span ish and 
English (p. 61). In translanguaging, bilin gual indi vid u als employ their full lin guis tic rep er toire 
with out lim i ta tions of named lan guages. Translanguaging cen ters the prac tices of bilin gual indi-
vid u als as the norm rather than the excep tion, push ing back against pol i cies and ped a gog i cal 
prac tices that advo cate for strict sep a ra tion of lan guages.

This book is cru cial for the cur rent edu ca tional con text in the United States. More than  
11.2 mil lion young chil dren in the United States, 33% of all U.S. chil dren under the age of 9, are 
clas si fied as dual lan guage learn ers, and 60% of these young dual lan guage learn ers iden tify as 
Latinx (Migration Policy Institute, 2021). Because of this, the book’s focus on equi ta ble edu ca tion 
for Latinx bilin gual stu dents is par tic u larly impor tant, not only for bilin gual edu ca tion pro grams, 
but for all  schools.

Transformative Translanguaging Espacios frames translanguaging not only as a ped a gog i cal 
stance, but as a “polit i cal stance that cen ters the per spec tives and needs of Latinxs and other 
racialized bi/mul ti lin gual com mu ni ties” (p. xx). Authors pres ent exam ples of translanguaging 
in the class room across var i ous con texts and develop the o ret i cal approaches to translanguaging, 
illus trat ing its strength for the devel op ment of crit i cal con scious ness, fam ily engage ment, iden tity 
affir ma tion, and lin guis tic devel op ment. Through devel op ing the lens of translanguaging and 
its ben e fits for Latinx stu dents, the authors pres ent a strong case for translanguaging which runs 
counter to dom i nant bilin gual edu ca tion approaches.

The book is orga nized into six the matic parts. The edi tors high light in the introducción that many 
of the authors are young Latinx prac ti tion ers and research ers across the United States who are, “rais-
ing their voices sin miedo,” to become sub jects, rather than objects, in the study of bilin gual ism (p. 3). 
Many of the chap ters are co-authored by the teach ers or school lead ers whose class rooms and schools 
are fea tured in the text and the research ers who con duct the study. Throughout the book, the authors 
address their positionality in their research and engage ment in the class room, offer ing insights on 
their schol ar ship and per spec tives. The diverse author ship of the chap ters aligns with the book’s focus 
on cen ter ing minoritized voices for more equi ta ble research and prac tice.

The per spec tives offered in Transformative Translanguaging Espacios pres ent translanguaging as 
both an aca demic con cept and a polit i cal com mit ment to racialized bi/mul ti lin gual com mu ni ties 
through cen ter ing the expe ri ences of Latinx bilin gual chil dren, as stated by Nelson Flores in the 
for ward. Editors, Sánchez and García, explain that while translanguaging has been shown to ben-
e fit all  minoritized stu dents, this book focuses on Latinx bilin gual stu dents because of their large 
pop u la tion, their his tory of col o ni za tion, and the racialization pro cess which Latinx peo ple have 
under gone. In the translanguaging spaces in this book, “dual lan guage” class rooms are transformed 
into “dual lan guage bilin gual class rooms” where Latinx stu dents can employ all  their lin guis tic 
resources (p. 32).
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Translanguaging offers space for stu dents to develop crit i cal con scious ness around real i ties 
of their own com mu ni ties. In part two of Transformative Translanguaging Espacios, teach ers 
and stu dents exam ine gen tri fi ca tion through crit i cal translanguaging ped a gogy. The detailed 
ethnographies of the gen tri fi ca tion units reveal how stu dents engage the expe ri ences of com mu nity 
mem bers, dia logue around the complexities of gen tri fi ca tion, and ques tion the way that two-way 
bilin gual edu ca tion has become linked with priv i lege through translanguaging.

In part three, authors exam ine how translanguaging ped a gogy tran scends fronteras, includ ing 
geo graphic bor ders and bor ders which sep a rate lan guages in dual lan guage pro grams. A par tic u lar 
strength of this part is the sec tion on devel op ing meta lin guis tic aware ness in translanguaging, 
allowing stu dents to dis tin guish between Span ish and English and have stron ger agency and pride 
in employing their lan guage skills across those two named lan guages. This addresses a com mon 
con cern around translanguaging – that stu dents will have lower lev els of meta lin guis tic aware ness.

Translanguaging does not only take place in dual lan guage bilin gual pro grams, and parts four 
and five focuses on translanguaging ped a gogy for Latinx stu dents beyond dual lan guage bilin gual 
edu ca tion. The sec tion in part four on translanguaging in chil dren’s lit er a ture pro vi des an excel lent 
resource for all  edu ca tors and fam i lies seek ing texts that cen ter the dynamic lan guage prac tices of 
Latinx stu dents. Part five focuses on translanguaging in the con text of Latinx bilin gual chil dren 
who have been per ceived as “Los Otros”: Deaf Latinx bilin gual chil dren and Latinx emer gent bilin-
gual chil dren labeled as dis abled. Through translanguaging, the authors argue, stu dents link their 
home and school iden ti ties, par ents engage more deeply as experts in their chil dren’s devel op ment, 
and teach ers rec og nize stu dents’ full lin guis tic iden ti ties. These two parts are par tic u larly strong 
because of their rel e vance for all  edu ca tors, not only those in dual lan guage bilin gual pro grams.

In the final chap ter of Transformative Translanguaging Espacios, Sánchez reemphasizes that 
translanguaging is not an edu ca tional model or pro gram; rather, it is a com mit ment as diverse as 
the com mu ni ties which engage in it. Educators read ing this book are encour aged to dis cuss the 
reflec tion ques tions pro vided at the end around their own per cep tions of lan guage use, stu dent and 
fam ily pop u la tions, and school prac tices which offer a con crete starting point for implementing a 
translanguaging lens.

In the after word, Guadalupe Valdés pres ents issues in the implementation of translanguaging 
and sug ges tions for future work. She pro poses fur ther research in translanguaging that clearly 
defi nes the per sonal and aca demic out comes for stu dents and dem on strates how stu dents can 
con vey what they have learned in var i ous assess ment con texts. This research, Valdés argues, will 
address many of the crit i cisms of translanguaging ped a gogy as restricting stu dents’ edu ca tional and 
pro fes sional achieve ment. She rec og nizes, how ever, that these steps alone will not dis man tle crit i-
cism of translanguaging. Because of this, Valdés argues for con cur rent pol icy change to dis man tle 
com pen sa tory pol i cies, oppres sive assess ment sys tems, the label ing and exclu sion of mar gin al ized 
stu dents, and con cep tions of bilin gual ism that dis re gard stu dents’ full lin guis tic rep er toire. Linking 
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the ory and prac tice to effec tively imple ment and advo cate for transforming translanguaging ped a-
gogy, Valdés states, will lead to equi ta ble edu ca tion for Latinx bilin gual stu dents.

Translanguaging is a con tro ver sial issue in a dom i nant sys tem of bilin gual edu ca tion that 
advo cates for strict sep a ra tion of lan guages. Throughout the book, the authors address cri tiques of 
translanguaging, pri mar ily from the per spec tive of translanguaging as a polit i cal act. The book does 
not, how ever, address the main con cerns about translanguaging’s impact on aca demic achieve ment 
in as much depth. While the exam ples of teach ers and stu dents speak to many ben e fits of translan-
guaging ped a gogy, the book could have been strength ened with the addi tion of more research on 
the large-scale aca demic ben e fits of translanguaging for Latinx bilin gual stu dents using assess ment 
strat e gies that cen ter their lan guage prac tices, as discussed by Valdés in the after word. This would 
enhance the already strong argu ment in Transforming Translanguaging Espacios for translanguaging 
ped a gogy and encour age greater adop tion of translanguaging ped a gogy by bilin gual edu ca tion 
prac ti tion ers and research ers.

For Cath o lic school teach ers and lead ers serv ing increas ing num bers of Latinx stu dents and 
fam i lies, Transforming Translanguaging Espacios can serve as a guide for reflec tion and action 
to wel come and affirm the iden ti ties of all  stu dents and fam i lies. In the United States, 18.6% of 
stu dents in Cath o lic schools iden tify as His panic/Latino, many of whom are dual lan guage learn-
ers, and these num bers are steadily increas ing (Smith & Huber, 2022). Translanguaging offers an 
approach to cen ter those stu dents’ expe ri ences and pro vide them with more equi ta ble edu ca tional 
oppor tu ni ties. Currently, there are 46 dual lan guage Cath o lic schools in the United States, 24 of 
which are mem bers of the Two-Way Immersion Network for Cath o lic Schools, with more Cath o lic 
schools transitioning to dual lan guage pro grams each year (Roche Center for Cath o lic Education, 
n.d.). For those schools, this book offers insights on incor po rat ing translanguaging in dual lan-
guage bilin gual edu ca tion. However, there are many more Cath o lic schools which serve Latinx 
stu dents that do not have dual lan guage pro grams. For mono lin gual English schools, this book 
is still a call to action to lever age stu dents’ lin guis tic rep er toire by encour ag ing translanguaging. 
Given the his tor i cal role of Cath o lic schools as assim i la tive edu ca tional struc tures for Indigenous 
and immi grant com mu ni ties, translanguaging offers an impor tant path for a liberative edu ca tion 
that pro motes equity. Through translanguaging ped a gogy, Cath o lic schools can more fully honor 
the dig nity of every per son and their cul tural and lin guis tic iden ti ties.

Transforming Translanguaging Espacios chal lenges all  teach ers and lead ers to reflect on their 
own per cep tions of and pol i cies regard ing the lan guage prac tices of their stu dents and fam i lies. 
Whether work ing in a bilin gual or mono lin gual school set ting, all  teach ers and lead ers, par tic u larly 
those work ing with Latinx bilin gual stu dents, would ben e fit from engag ing with the dynamic 
per spec tives of the stu dents, teach ers, and research ers fea tured in this text. The exam ples of Latinx 
stu dents and their teach ers presented in this book pro vide strong witnesses to the trans for ma tive 
power of translanguaging for cre at ing more equi ta ble edu ca tional spaces for Latinx stu dents  
and fam i lies.
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