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Engage 
THE SESAR KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER NETWORK 

 

This deliverable is part of a project that has received funding from the SESAR Joint Undertaking under 
grant agreement No 783287 under European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme. 

 

 

Abstract 

This report describes the ninth edition of the SESAR Innovation Days, which took place in Athens, 
Greece, 02 – 06 December 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

The opinions expressed herein reflect the authors’ views only. Under no circumstances shall the 
SESAR Joint Undertaking be responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained 
herein. 
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Executive Summary 

 

The ninth edition of the SESAR Innovation Days took place 02 – 06 December 2019, in Athens, 
Greece. As in 2018, Engage took responsibility of the programmatic, i.e. scientific content of the 
conference, tightly collaborating with the SJU as main sponsor. 

Over 300 participants attended the SIDs, which featured technical presentations, plenary talks, panel 
discussions and numerous networking activities. The Digital Sky Challenge took place at Athens 
airport at the same time and, although not formally part of the SESAR Innovation Days, the SJU 
decided to tie these two events together. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Engage support for the SESAR Innovation Days 

Engage is the SESAR Knowledge Transfer Network (KTN), established to promote and facilitate the 
development of air traffic management research in Europe. The organisation of the SESAR Innovation 
Days receives support and expertise from Engage consortium members (led by EUROCONTROL), from 
initial planning through to post-conference activities. 

1.2 Objectives of this document 

This document describes the 2019 edition of the SESAR Innovation Days. 

1.3 Scope of D2.9 

The following sections describe the: 

• Programme Committee; 

• Call for Contributions; 

• Paper selection process; 

• Conference programme; 

• Website and mobile phone application; 

• Results of a participant satisfaction survey; and 

• Some lessons learned for future editions. 
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2 The SESAR Innovation Days 

The SESAR Innovation Days are a scientific conference based on an open Call for papers and the peer-
review of paper submissions through the SIDs Programme Committee (PC); members of the PC, 
supported by the SESAR Scientific Committee, perform a triple review of all submissions on the basis 
of which a decision about acceptance and rejection is made. 

The SIDs have taken place annually since 2011, usually in late November or early December and in 
varying locations. Figure 1 shows the participant numbers of the SIDs between 2011 and 2019. 

 

 
Figure 1. SIDs participant numbers 

 

Note that the participants of the Digital Sky Challenge located at Athens airport (around 100) also 
registered to the SIDs and most of them did not attend the conference itself. In this sense, the 
number 397 does not reflect the actual audience of the SIDs. 
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3 Programme Committee 

The Programme Committee is composed of selected researchers from academia and industry; its 
main tasks are the review of paper and poster submissions leading to decisions about acceptance 
and rejection of all submissions. The Programme Committee was supported in the review process by 
the SESAR Scientific Committee. The PC comprised the following members: 

 

General Chair: David Bowen – SESAR JU 

Programme Chair: Dirk Schaefer – EUROCONTROL 

Local Organisation Chair: George Vouros – University of Piraeus 

 

Programme Committee: 

Marc Bourgois – EUROCONTROL 

Lorenzo Castelli – University of Trieste 

Andrew Cook – University of Westminster 

Francesca De Crescenzio – University of Bologna 

Daniel Delahaye – ENAC 

Peter Hecker – Technical University Braunschweig 

Jacco Hoekstra – Technical University Delft 

Gokhan Inalhan – Technical University Istanbul 

Christopher Johnson – University of Glasgow 

Radosav Jovanovic – University of Belgrade 

Dirk Kuegler – DLR 

Javier Lopes – Boeing Research & Technology Europe 

Guglielmo Lulli – Lancaster University 

Max Mulder – Technical University Delft 

Jose Muñoz – ASLogic 

Eric Nantier – Swiss Airlines 

David Perez – Innaxis 
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Hans Plets – Skeyes 

Simone Pozzi – Deep Blue 

Jose Javier Ramasco – University of the Balearic Islands 

Damián Rivas – University of Seville 

Sander Roosendaal – Honeywell Aerospace 

Francisco Javier Saez – Cranfield University 

Georg Trausmuth – Frequentis 

 

Additional Reviewers from the SESAR Scientific Committee: 

Juan Besada – Universidad Politécnica de Madrid 

Henk Blom – NLR 

Tatjana Bolic – University of Trieste 

Rita Markovits-Somogyi – Hungarocontrol 

Vojin Tosic – University of Belgrade 
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4 Call for Contributions 

The Call for Contributions was published in May 2019 soliciting paper and poster submissions; 
submissions through SESAR ER and IR projects were encouraged but the Call was by no means limited 
to SESAR projects but open to all relevant ATM research. 

The Call was published via the SIDs website [2], and announced through emails, SESAR Newsletters 
and the Engage website [3]. 

The Call for Contributions is depicted below: 
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5 Paper selection process 

Two types of submissions were solicited: full paper submissions (up to eight pages) and poster 
abstracts (up to two pages). A submission template based on IEEE conference style was made 
available for full papers and poster abstracts alike. Papers and poster abstracts had to be submitted 
via a dedicated page on the EasyChair conference management website (a professional licence was 
therefore purchased). The paper template was available for download on the EasyChair page in both 
Word and LaTex format. Papers had to be submitted in pdf format. 

A total of 71 full papers (2018: 57) and 23 posters (2018: 33) were submitted and reviewed by the 
Programme Committee (including reviewers from the SESAR Scientific Committee). 

 

 
Figure 2. SIDs Number of submissions 

 

EasyChair’s paper bidding function was used which allowed all reviewers to specify which papers 
they would prefer to review and to declare conflicts of interest, e.g. in cases in which they authored 
or co-authored a paper. The review assignment was done by the Programme Chair respecting the 
preferences as much as possible. 
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The review was based on the following criteria: 

• Overall evaluation; 

• Innovativeness; 

• Technical quality; 

• References. 

The overall evaluation was based on a score (strong reject; reject; weak reject; borderline paper; 
weak accept; accept; strong accept) as well as a free text field. The review comments provided in this 
field were sent to the authors with the email notification or acceptance or rejection. Reviewers were 
instructed to provide detailed and constructive feedback. Another free text field allowed committee 
members to provide confidential remarks for other Programme Committee members – comments 
provided here were not sent to authors. 

Each paper was reviewed by three reviewers who entered their reviews via EasyChair. In cases where 
reviews came to different conclusions a dialogue between the three reviewers was initiated by the 
Programme Chair. In most cases this led to a consensus between the reviewers; in the few cases 
where this was not possible, a decision was taken based on the review comments. 

Poster submissions were reviewed by two members of the PC; 21 out of 23 poster submissions were 
accepted and we further attempt to raise the profile of posters, for example by including all posters 
on the website and the App. Notification emails were sent to inform authors whether their paper or 
poster as accepted or rejected. A total of 38 papers were accepted; this corresponds to a paper 
acceptance rate of 53% (2018: 60%). 

 

 
Figure 3. Paper acceptance rate 
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6 Conference programme 

All 38 papers were assigned to thematic tracks and integrated as sessions of 2-4 paper presentations 
into the conference programme. Whilst keynotes, plenary talks and discussion panels took place in 
plenary sessions, i.e. were attended by the entire audience, technical sessions were conducted in 
parallel sessions. The conference took place at the National Centre for Scientific Research (NCSR) 
Demokritos in Athens (Patr. Gregoriou E & 27 Neapoleos Str, 15341 Agia Paraskevi, Athens). 

 

 
Plenary talks and technical paper sessions took place in the Auditorium and the Conference Room in 
Building 1. The conference registration desk was also set up in this area. Posters were installed in the 
library. Coffee and lunch was also served in this area in order to encourage conference participants 
to visit the posters and exhibits. 
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The conference started with the inauguration of the poster exhibition on Monday. Two workshops 
and a number of additional meetings were organised in association with the SIDs; these were not 
part of the official programme but co-located seeking synergies with the main conference. The 
COTTON workshop and the Engage Thematic Challenge workshop ‘TC2 - Data-driven trajectory 
prediction’ took place at NCSR on Monday 02 December. 

 
 

The official opening of the SIDs took place on Monday 02 December followed by a networking 
cocktail. The posters were already installed in the library in an area adjacent to where the opening 
addresses were given and participants had the opportunity to visit the posters whilst having their 
cocktails. 
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Tuesday morning started with a number of plenary talks in the opening session, including a keynote 
by Konstantinos Lintzerakos, Governor of the Hellenic Civil Aviation Authority. 
 

 
 

The first two parallel sessions took place after the morning coffee; all technical sessions were led by a 
session chair, in most cases a member of the SIDs Programme Committee or the SESAR Scientific 
Committee. 
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The afternoon was kicked off with a plenary panel discussion on the topic of ‘automation’; it was 
followed by technical sessions in two parallel tracks. 
 

 
 
The technical paper session in the afternoon included a ‘poster teaser session’ in which the 
presenters of the posters were allowed to ‘tease’ the audience, i.e. instil their curiosity, with a 1-
slide/1-minute introduction to the topic of their poster. The first day ended with a poster and 
exhibits cocktail. 
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Day 2 started with a two parallel technical paper sessions followed by an ‘artistic interlude’ – a 
tradition established during the 2013 edition of the SIDs in Stockholm. Note that the artistic interlude 
took place after the coffee break so as to allow the participants to reconvene in plenary 
configuration. 
 

 
 
A second panel took place after the interlude, dedicated to ‘Global research collaboration and 
championing young talent in aviation’. 
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The afternoon started with technical sessions. The programme closed at 16.00 to allow participants 
to get ready for the networking event. 

 

 
 

The networking dinner took place at the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Centre, Leof. Andrea 
Siggrou 364, Kallithea 176 74, Greece and was largely dedicated to the awards ceremony of the 
Digital Sky Challenge organised by ACI EUROPE in parallel with the SIDs. 
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The programme for Thursday morning incorporated four technical paper sessions, two before 
morning coffee two thereafter. The closing session thereafter included an update from the Engage 
Knowledge Transfer Network, the Young Scientist Award ceremony and the announcement of SIDs 
2019 which will take place in Budapest, kindly hosted by HungaroControl. 
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7 Website and SIDs app 

The following URL was communicated as the official SESAR Innovation Days website: 
www.sesarinnovationdays.eu. This URL redirected visitors to a dedicated page on the SJU website. 

All relevant information including Call for papers, submission instructions, logistical information and, 
at a later stage, programme and conference registration were available via the SIDs website. 

 

 
Figure 4. SIDs website 

  

http://www.sesarinnovationdays.eu/
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All papers are available for download from the website [2], together with the presentations. The 
website also maintains an archive of all papers and presentations at the SIDs since 2011. 

 

 

Figure 5. Website archive of papers and presentations 
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A dedicated smart phone application (provided by Whova) was also available, which included 
relevant information and allowed users to comment and engage in dialogue. 

 

 
Figure 6. Conference smart phone application available from Whova 
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8 Participant satisfaction survey results 

Participants were requested to provide feedback about the 2019 SESAR Innovation Days through an 
on-line questionnaire. For sake of comparability the questionnaire used in previous years was used 
which encompassed questions in the following areas: 

• Before the SIDs including Website and app; 

• Content; 

• Logistics; and 

• Benefits. 

In addition to providing their agreement to each question on a four-point Likert scale (strongly 
disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree) a free-text field was provided in each category for 
explanations and further comments. 

Responses from a total of 25 participants were received (2018: 37); the results are provided below 
compared to the results from previous years. Unlike in previous years the results are presented in a 
segmented fashion for the last five years to discriminate the four categories of agreement rather 
than collapsing the positive and negative responses. This was done because most questions received 
high and sustained agreement and it was assumed that displaying strong agreement and agreement 
in a separate fashion might offer some additional insights. 

 

  



EDITION 01.00.00 

28 
 

© – 2020 – University of Westminster, Innaxis, Università degli studi di Trieste, 
Univerzitet u Beogradu, Technische Universiteit Delft, Frequentis AG, 
EUROCONTROL, European Aviation Safety Agency. All rights reserved. Licensed to 
the SESAR Joint Undertaking under conditions. 

 

 
 

8.1 Before the SIDs including website and app 

 
Figure 7. ‘I received information in a timely manner’ and ‘Quantity of information was appropriate’ 

 

 
Figure 8. ‘The information provided made it easy to organise my trip’ 

 

The following comments were received in this category: 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
I received information in a timely manner Quantity of information was appropriate

strongly disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
disagree 10.5% 1.6% 2.9% 0.0% 8.0% 5.3% 0.0% 2.9% 5.4% 0.0%
agree 52.6% 33.9% 23.5% 40.5% 36.0% 47.4% 35.5% 29.4% 46.0% 68.0%
strongly agree 36.8% 64.5% 73.5% 59.5% 56.0% 47.4% 64.5% 67.7% 48.7% 32.0%
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strongly disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 4.0%
disagree 10.5% 3.3% 2.9% 2.7% 8.0%
agree 47.4% 39.3% 23.5% 54.1% 44.0%
strongly agree 42.1% 57.4% 73.5% 43.2% 44.0%
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• The information regarding the shuttle from the hotel to the conference centre was 
missing/unclear/not seen in time. 

• Common choice of hotel to be communicated earlier please. 

• Hotel information was very late. 

• This year it was too long. I couldn't stay the whole period. 

• Information on papers, presentations and basic directions was very well; however 
information on hotel recommendation and shuttle bus was too late, but would have been 
much more convenient. 

 
Figure 9. ‘The web site worked well’ and ‘The SESAR Application was useful’ 

Discussion 
 
Feedback from the questionnaire and oral feedback received during the SIDs suggested that 
participants found that information about shuttle buses and recommended hotel was communicated 
too late. 
 
Participant satisfaction with the SIDs app is increasing and very high at 95.5%; at the same time the 
overall satisfaction with the website is slightly decreasing. Two potential explanations come to mind: 
much effort has been dedicated to making the app the main primary source of information for the 
SIDs, perhaps to the detriment of the website; the dissatisfaction about shuttle and hotel info being 
communicated late may have carried over to the satisfaction with the website. 

  

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
The web site worked well The SESAR Application was useful

strongly disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3.1% 0.0% 0.0%
disagree 0.0% 1.6% 0.0% 2.7% 4.0% 10.0% 9.4% 14.3% 4.6%
agree 42.1% 38.7% 58.8% 48.7% 36.0% 42.0% 40.6% 45.7% 45.5%
strongly agree 57.9% 59.7% 41.2% 48.7% 60.0% 48.0% 46.9% 40.0% 50.0%
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8.2 Conference content 

 
Figure 10. ‘Papers were generally of a high standard’ and ‘Subject matter was innovative’ 

 
Figure 11. ‘Presentations were generally of a high standard’ and ‘Sessions were well run (timing, 

Q&A)’ 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Papers were generally of a high standard Subject matter was innovative

strongly disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
disagree 5.6% 6.5% 11.8% 8.1% 12.0% 11.1% 11.5% 5.9% 5.6% 12.0%
agree 88.9% 79.0% 61.8% 64.9% 52.0% 66.7% 73.8% 73.5% 72.2% 56.0%
strongly agree 5.6% 14.5% 26.5% 27.0% 36.0% 22.2% 14.8% 20.6% 22.2% 32.0%
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2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Presentations were generally of a high

standard Sessions were well run (timing, Q&A)

strongly disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 5.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
disagree 5.6% 12.9% 9.1% 8.1% 12.0% 16.7% 4.9% 5.9% 0.0% 0.0%
agree 83.3% 61.3% 63.6% 70.3% 64.0% 55.6% 36.1% 47.1% 45.7% 36.0%
strongly agree 11.1% 25.8% 27.3% 21.6% 24.0% 22.2% 59.0% 47.1% 54.3% 64.0%
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Figure 12. Appreciation of the plenary sessions 

 

The following comments were received in this category: 

• Did not participate in all days. 

• Too many days. 

• Plenary sessions were too high level. Some of the speakers not real experts on the matter. 

 

Discussion 

A small minority of participants does not agree that the subject matter was innovative; at the same 
time an increasing number of participants strongly agree that the subject matter is innovative. This is 
consistent with oral comments received and should be monitored in the future. 

Questions related to the plenary sessions received a significantly lower level of agreement than most 
other questions and this is consistent with oral feedback received which suggests that conference 
attendants value the technical paper sessions more than the plenary sessions. 

 

  

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
I appreciated the plenary session on day 1 I appreciated the plenary session on day 2

strongly disagree 3.3% 0.0% 3.2% 0.0%
disagree 10.0% 25.0% 22.6% 38.9%
agree 50.0% 43.8% 51.6% 33.3%
strongly agree 36.7% 31.3% 22.6% 27.8%
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8.3 Logistics 

 

 
Figure 13. ‘The auditorium was comfortable (size, temperature, visibility)’ and ‘The catering was of 

good quality’ 

 
Figure 14. ‘The conference desk was helpful’ 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
The auditorium was comfortable (size,

temperature, visibility) The catering was of good quality

strongly disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 2.8% 8.0% 0.0% 0.0% 2.9% 5.6% 4.0%
disagree 5.6% 6.5% 14.7% 5.6% 36.0% 11.1% 3.2% 5.9% 8.3% 12.0%
agree 50.0% 35.5% 50.0% 22.2% 40.0% 44.4% 24.2% 47.1% 38.9% 52.0%
strongly agree 44.4% 58.1% 35.3% 69.4% 16.0% 44.4% 72.6% 44.1% 47.2% 32.0%
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The conference desk was helpful

strongly disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
disagree 5.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
agree 22.2% 16.1% 26.5% 27.8% 33.3%
strongly agree 72.2% 83.9% 73.5% 72.2% 66.7%
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Figure 15. ‘I appreciated the networking event’ and ‘I appreciated the poster sessions’ 

 

The following comments were received in this category: 

• Regarding the poster sessions: the fact that the posters were located at a different place 
from the conferences was inconvenient. In my opinion, they didn't get a good visibility. 

• The posters were not very conveniently located - the place was not big enough for visiting 
the posters. 

• The conference room (not the Auditorium) screen was too low, the content at the end of the 
presentations was not visible from the back of the room. 

• The smaller lecture room was not adapted for presentations: a higher ceiling would have 
allowed the presentations to be more visible from the entire room. 

• Ideally, the activities should be held in one single building. This would make the networking 
even more efficient. 

• Networking event with loud disco music did prevent from networking and discussions, coffee 
should be served closer to the presentation rooms and not in a separate building. 

• The "Conference Room" was too small to accommodate everybody comfortably. 

• Rooms were too warm, taking a walk from one building to another was refreshing, if not 
raining... 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
I appreciated the networking event I appreciated the poster sessions

strongly disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 7.4% 5.0% 0.0% 1.9% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
disagree 0.0% 3.9% 0.0% 11.1% 5.0% 17.7% 0.0% 0.0% 15.2% 11.1%
agree 42.9% 30.8% 27.6% 37.0% 40.0% 47.1% 37.0% 50.0% 51.5% 55.6%
strongly agree 57.1% 65.4% 72.4% 44.4% 50.0% 35.3% 61.1% 50.0% 33.3% 33.3%
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• "This questionnaire has some weakness in its design: The big lecture hall for paper 
presentations was great, the small one was pretty bad due to visibility of the screen for the 
audience; how to combine this feedback in one value? 

• If there is the answer choice "I did not attend" for the networking event, it should also be 
there for other sessions, etc. By the way, it was far too loud in the room. 

• Great networking event! 

• Spam mails send automatically from SID application should be banned. Networking event 
was everything but networking event neither Gala dinner. Techno music was so loud people 
could not communicate. Big disappointment. 

 

Discussion 

It seems that the physical separation between the main conference area and the library was a point 
of concern, especially relating to the poster sessions. 

It seems that the smaller lecture room was too small to accommodate all participants of the parallel 
technical paper sessions. 

Survey responses and free text comments, again consistent with oral feedback, seems to suggest that 
the ‘new’ format of the networking event introduced in 2018 and continued in 2019 as an exciting 
event rather than a more calm opportunity for networking was not appreciated by all participants. 
This should be a point of concern as one of the main aspirations of the SIDs, apart from presenting 
newest research results, is to provide a forum for networking. 

8.4 Overall benefits 

 
Figure 16. ‘I learnt about several interesting projects’ and ‘There was sufficient opportunity for 

networking’ 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

I learnt about several interesting projects There was sufficient opportunity for
networking

strongly disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
disagree 0.0% 4.9% 2.9% 5.6% 0.0% 0.0% 4.8% 0.0% 0.0% 4.0%
agree 66.7% 49.2% 29.4% 55.6% 60.0% 55.6% 35.5% 54.6% 37.8% 32.0%
strongly agree 33.3% 45.9% 67.7% 38.9% 40.0% 44.4% 59.7% 45.5% 62.2% 64.0%
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Figure 17. ‘I met new people with whom I may collaborate in the future’ 

 

 

Figure 18. ‘The SIDs have a role in ATM innovation’ and ‘Overall, it was worth the trip’ 

  

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
I met new people with whom I may collaborate in the fu

strongly disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
disagree 5.6% 9.7% 0.0% 0.0% 4.0%
agree 66.7% 48.4% 54.6% 55.6% 56.0%
strongly agree 27.8% 41.9% 45.5% 44.4% 40.0%
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2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
The SIDs have a role in ATM innovation Overall, it was worth the trip

strongly disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
disagree 5.9% 0.0% 0.0% 2.8% 8.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
agree 52.9% 32.3% 41.2% 38.9% 28.0% 33.3% 30.7% 35.3% 36.1% 32.0%
strongly agree 41.2% 67.7% 58.8% 58.3% 64.0% 66.7% 69.4% 64.7% 63.9% 68.0%
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The following comments were received in this category: 

• The Digital Sky Challenge was a good initiative. Giving an insight of the results of the 
challenges (during the SIDs dinner, for example) would be interesting. 

• A better integration between Digital Sky Challenge and the SESAR. And maybe something 
more focused on experimentations, especially on bigger drones regulations. 

• Earlier travel details; better questionnaires for feedback; unless that Dirk (and colleagues) did 
a great job. 

• Give more room for Off-SESAR research. 

 

Discussion 

Despite consistently high ratings in the various categories it seems that a small yet increasing 
percentage of respondents do not agree that the SIDs have a role in ATM innovation. This is 
consistent with responses to the question “Subject matter was innovative” (see Figure 10) and 
should be monitored in the future. 

The responses to the questions related to networking (“I learnt about several interesting projects” 
and “There was sufficient opportunity for networking”) seem to suggest that this year’s SIDs have 
been less successful to provide networking opportunities to participants. 



D2.9 SESAR INNOVATION DAYS 2019 REPORT 

 
  

 

 

 

© – 2020 – University of Westminster, Innaxis, Università degli studi di 
Trieste, Univerzitet u Beogradu, Technische Universiteit Delft, Frequentis AG, 

EUROCONTROL, European Aviation Safety Agency. All rights reserved. 
Licensed to the SESAR Joint Undertaking under conditions. 

37 
 

 
 

9 Lessons learned 

The satisfaction of SIDs participants provides one angle on what went well and what could be 
improved and this view is presented in the previous section. In addition, the SIDs team reflects about 
lessons learned and has come to the conclusions presented in the following sub-sections. 

 

9.1 Peer-review process works well 

The SIDs has established a triple peer-review process (many journals rely on double-review only) 
through a Programme Committee (PC) with recognised members of the research community. In 
addition, the SESAR Scientific Committee is involved in the peer review. Thanks to the Engage 
network, the PC has been reinforced with members of industry and this turned out to be particularly 
helpful. 

As can be expected reviewers do not always have the same view but differences of opinion normally 
lead to a constructive dialogue and hence a much improved feedback to authors. In this sense a 
triple-review process is particularly enriching and should be maintained. 

 

9.2 SIDs now an established and recognised scientific conference 

Many indicators related to the scientific content, such as the number of submissions (Figure 2), the 
acceptance rate1 (Figure 3) and the survey results related to the conference content (Figure 10, 
Figure 11) seem to suggest that the SESAR Innovation Days are now an established and recognised 
scientific event which many SESAR and non-SESAR research projects choose to disseminate their 
results. The inclusion of the SIDs in SCOPUS and the publication of a Special Issue in the Journal for 
Air Transport Management have been undertaken to further add to the scientific recognition of the 
SIDs. 

The SIDs are foremost a scientific conference and attendance is largely composed of researchers. 
What attracts them to the SIDs are (a) the opportunity to expose their own research results and learn 
about other research; (b) opportunities for dialogue ideally leading to shared proposals with like-

                                                            

 

1 The paper acceptance rate is an important quality indicator or scientific conferences; a too high acceptance 
rate suggesting that also submissions of poor quality are accepted; on the other hand too low acceptance rates 
could discourage authors to submit to a conference where the chances of acceptance are slim. 
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minded researchers; and (c) learning about funding opportunities. In its present form the SIDs seem 
to cater for these expectations and we must be careful to continue to do so; this includes a high 
scientific standard of the conference, visibility of the research publications (ISSN, SCOPUS, etc.) and a 
quality peer-review process. 

In order to further strengthen the visibility of scientific contributions to the SIDs a Special Issue in a 
scientific journal should be considered – similar to the 2018 SIDs which have culminated in a Special 
Issue in Elsevier’s Journal of Air Transport Management (JATM) which is presently being finalised 
(Guest Editors: Dirk Schaefer, Andrew Cook & Lorenzo Castelli). 

Collocating the Digital Sky Challenge with the SIDs and livening up the networking event to become 
‘an experience’ rather than quiet dinner may be to the taste of some but not all SIDs participants and 
there are other SESAR events that perhaps lend themselves better to such activities. 

 

9.3 Good industry involvement 

The 2019 edition of the SIDs has been quite successful in ensuring involvement and presence of 
representatives of industry and the European Commission. In many cases dialogue between industry 
representatives and researchers has led to very tangible, beneficial outcomes. 

A greater involvement of the mainstream SESAR projects continues to appear desirable. 

 

9.4 SIDs app very successful 

The SIDs have gradually reduced printed material as much as possible and transitioned to a mobile 
phone application which, together with the website contains all relevant information. Apart from the 
conference programme – a specific request of many conference participants – no printed material 
was needed. The app is much appreciated by participants and presents a number of advantages: 

• It reduces/eliminates the need for printed materials which is not only more sustainable but 
also reduces workload and costs for the organising team; 

• The app allows much more rapid updates of the schedule, correction of errors and improves 
the availability of information; 

• It introduces a degree of interactivity and participant involvement through various chat-
options. 

 

9.5 Review plenary sessions 

The plenary panel sessions were introduced in 2018 to liven up the conference programme. 
Participant satisfaction (see Figure 12) and comments seem to suggest that given the right panellists 
and topic this can be achieved but that the main interest of SIDs participants is with the scientific 
content and that in their present form panel discussions are less appreciated than the technical 
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paper sessions. Perhaps a suitable group of participants could be polled to identify interesting and 
value-adding topics for panels? 

 

9.6 Premises 

The premises at NCSR were appreciated but two points of concern were expressed: 

• The second conference room used for the parallel paper sessions was by far too small; the 
second conference room should be able to accommodate about half of the overall 
conference participants, in this case this number would have been about 150 (397 
registrations minus about 100 participants of the Digital Sky Challenge divided by two). The 
actual capacity was 80. A stronger insistence on this requirement for future editions of the 
SIDs is necessary. 

• It would seem very desirable to hold all activities, including plenary and technical paper 
sessions, but also poster sessions, coffee and lunch breaks in the same building. This would 
benefit convenience, networking, visibility of the posters and punctuality. 

 

9.7 Use of templates 

It is common practice for scientific conferences to provide (mandatory) templates and/or guidelines 
for papers; it is less common to provide templates for the presentations and many organisations 
insist on the use of their own presentation templates and formatting. 

Roughly a third of all authors and presenters are used to (and insist on) using LaTex to prepare their 
papers and often also their presentations and insisting on the use of Word for the papers, for 
example, presents an unacceptable inconvenience; material already existing in LaTex is included in 
the paper and the authors may be much more skilled using LaTex than Word. In order to 
accommodate these preferences paper templates are available both in Word and LaTex and authors 
can choose freely according to their preferences. 

This is not the case for the presentations or the posters and feedback received both from authors 
and members of the programme committee suggest that this is a great inconvenience. Note that the 
PowerPoint template is not even the same aspect ratio as the template projects are mandated to use 
for SESAR ER presentations – so projects cannot re-use those slides. Possible remedies to this 
problem could be (a) abandoning the (unusual) practice of insisting on templates for posters and 
presentations or (b) providing LaTex templates for presentations and posters. 

 

9.8 Registration process 

Registration for the SIDs was via the SIDs website as in previous years and worked well. However, 
there are two areas for improvement: 
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• Registration was closed by the SJU at a certain point in time which led to a number of email 
requests for ‘exceptional’ admission which were all granted but which resulted in additional 
workload and inconvenience. Leaving the registration open until the weekend before the 
SIDs would have led to exactly the same participants but with less workload. 

• The (roughly 100) participants of the Digital Sky Challenge registered for the conference in 
exactly the same fashion as the regular conference participants but did not attend the 
conference itself. Therefore the number of registrations was inflated and there was no way 
(upfront) to estimate the real number of conference attendants. This of course is important 
to correctly plan the facilities, catering, bus shuttles, etc. 

 

9.9 Technical paper sessions with four papers 

The conference programme included a number of technical paper sessions in which four papers were 
presented. This is undesirable because it is difficult for the audience to maintain concentration for 
four consecutive presentations; sessions with three papers are more convenient. 
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10 Outlook 

The tenth edition of the SESAR Innovation Days will take place in Budapest, 07-10 December 2020. 
These dates will be formally announced after the SIDs team has conducted a site visit to the 
premises. 
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12 Acronyms 

ATM Air traffic management 

ER Exploratory Research (within SESAR JU programme) 

IR Industrial Research (within SESAR JU programme) 

JATM Journal of Air Transport Management 

KTN Knowledge Transfer Network 

NCSR National Centre for Scientific Research 

PC SIDs Programme Committee 

SESAR Single European Sky ATM research 

SIDs SESAR Innovation Days 

SJU SESAR Joint Undertaking 
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