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Preface

I first became interested in multiple sclerosis as
a junior clinical clerk. 1 was privileged during that
period to observe such a case. Up until then, I never
knew that the disease existed. This patient was in the
hospital for the third time; suffering his third remission.
The peculiar pattern of recovery and relapse that this
disease presents captured my imagination, and I have been
interested in it ever since.

Also, the fine diagnostic lines that must be drawn,
at times, to make a diagnois appealed to me. Further
study, has disclosed its. importance as a relatively common
neural disease. These considerations and a personal
interest in neurology as a possible future speciality
aided me in my choice of this study as a subject for a

senior thesis.
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the mental changes, euphoria and others. He puzzeled
over the spotty history of remissions and exacerbations
as have all neurologists since him.

All the great names in neurology since Charcot have
added their ideas, Marie, Oppenheim, Babinski just to men-
tion a few. ©Since their day diagnosis has become surer,
the course of the ‘disease is a little more clearly antic-
ipated if not understood, but very little has been produced
in the way of an established etielogy or a rational treat-
ment outside of empirical groping. This is not because
of a lack of interest in the subject, for research has
been vigorous and extensive. Practically every neuro-
logist couid be said to "suffer" with multiple sclerosis

although he doesn't have it personally.
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