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"EPILEPSY"
ITS ETIOLOGY AND ITS RELATION TO HEREDITY
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INTRODUCTION



This review of the recent literature on epllepsy
was undertaken with two main objectives in mind; first,
to present to those who may be interested in the sub-
Ject, a concise and easlly accessible reference by
which they can obtain a general knowledge of the more
recent theories concerning the particular phases of
the disease to be discussed; secondly, to glve to the
writer an opportunity to furnish himself with at least
a reading knowledge of a subject, which, although known
for centuries, stlill presents many problemg which re-
main unanswered, or, if answered, the answer 1s hypo-
thetlical in many cases.,

This paper is not intended to be an exhaustive
study of the subject, but is intended to cover only
the sallent features of two particular phases of the
disease, which, in the writer's opinion, are the most
important, the most controverslial, and offer the most
practical and the most recent advances in the field
and study of epllepsy.

The two phases to be discussed are:

1l). The etiology of epilepsy.
2). The relationship of epilepsy to heredity.

Near the close of the paper, the writer will
state some of the conclusions that he has reached
from this work, but it should be remembered that these

are only one man's interpretations, and do not neces-
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