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1.

INTRODUCTION

Down through the ages there always has been some group or groups
trying to change the methods of distributing medical care to the publie.
The strength of such reformers waxes and wanrs, and over the centuries
their influence has been goode They produce the necessary element to
keep the medical profession on its toes, Such conflicts between the
liberal and conservative schools of thought are a necessary evil.

At the present time the agitators for a revision of medical prace
tice are well organized and are backed by many large sections of our
population, Fublic interest was first stirred by the British Beveridge
Reports Under the guidance of the reformers there have bern many plans
and systems offered.

Up to now all of the planning presented to the public in the
United States has been done without approval or aid of the American
Medical Association as a unit. Many individual opinions have been
voiced, but no basis for cooperative action has been resched. The
time has come for the medical men to awaken to the problem, If
there are to be changes, the profession itself should plan them,

And as we shall see, there are going to be changes.

In order to plan there must be some understanding of the situa=-
tion and the suggested solutions, The problem might be approached
in this amanner:

1, An esnalysis of new ideas of medical practice now functioning.

2¢ A study of the various proposals for a change.

Se¢ A recognition of the true status of the needs for medical care,
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