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I

A PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEM

Among the so called tropical diseases we find that
conglomeration of pathology, signs, and symptoms caused by

Endameba histolytica. For decades this parasite has been

congsidered endemic in tropical countrieg, and was known to
be in the temperate zones. This last fact was engraved on
the sonsciousness of the medical men and the public in this
country by the epidemic of amebic dysentery arising at the
Chicago World's Fair in 1933. Since then we have taken
cognizance of the fact that amebiasis is a public health
problem. That it will become a much more importaent problem
when the service men of our nation return from duty in all
parts of the world is inescapable., In order to consider
aneblasis as a public health problem it is "necessary to

prove that Endameba histolytica is a pathogenic parasite,

and that it is present in a significant propertion of the
population." (23)
Before considering its pathogenicity, let us discuss the

various methods by which Endameba higtolytica reproduces. 1In

1911 Craig listed four methods: (1) simple division by
mitosis, producing two cells equal in nucleoplasm and cytoplasm;

(2) budding or gemmation; (3) sporulation to form multiple

. .
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