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Introduction

From the time of conception to the time of
delivery, the maternal organism undergoes many
fundamental modifications during pregnancy. These
changes take place not only in the reproductive organs
but also in the orgamism generally. These changes are
influenced by the hoxmones elaborated during this period.
Recent advances in the field of Endocrinology have sug-
gested that a mowledge of abnormalities in the endocrine
balance during pregnancy might throw light on the path-
alogical states affecting reproduction, and might suggest

appropriate therapeutic procedwresty i .

One of these changes which takes place in the org-
anism is the tendency to retain water in the tissues.
In the toxemias this tendency is further exaggerated and
results as a rule in greater degrees of edema. The causes
for the maternal organism to retain water.in the tissues
have guided research in two fields. One field of research
has been in the endocrines, for it seems hardly possi-
ble that a substance which is responsible for the physie
cal changes of pregnancy should not in some sense be re-
sponsible for the disease which occurs only in pregnancy.
The other field of research has been in the physical and
chemical phenomena of water and electrolytic changes asa

cause of edema in the normal and toxemic¢ pregnant woman,
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