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Surgiéal Treatment for Pulmonary Emphysematous Bullae

Hidemasa NOBARA, Masami MORIMOTO, Koichi INOKAWA,
Vutaka IKEDA, Jird TSUGANE, Hideki YUZURIHA,
Yoshio KAsuGA and Hiroshi SHIDA '

Department <;f Surgery, Shinshu University School of Medicine

The authors reviewed a series of 39 patients with pulmonary emphysematous bullae (PEB)
treated surgically in our depa‘r“tment during a period of 18 years, Among these patients, spon-
taneous pneumothorax was ascertained roentgenologically in 35 cases. The clinical data obtained
in the present study were in agreement with the well-known natural history of this disease :
(1) that PEB may appear at any age but are most common before the 4th decade, (2) that spon-
taneous pneumothorax resulting from ruptured PEB tend to recur frequently after non-surgical
treatment, and (3) that more than half of the patients may have bilateral PEB rather than
unilateral lesion. In this c.onnéction, the practical usefullness of median sternotomy for syn‘chro-'
nous bilateral pulmonary operations is brieﬁy discussed. Shinshu Med. J., 80 : 240-244 1982
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