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Shrinkage of wood from planted trees of Japanese

larch (Larix kaempferi, Carriefe)

Tatsuo NAKANO, Jianjun ZHU,
Takashi TAKEDA, Morihiko TOKUMOTO

Summary

In order to study the wood quality of Japanese larch trees, we harvested varying aged planted trees
from several areas in Nagano prefecture, and engaged in a series of studies on wood quality. Among them,
we examined the shrinkage of wood [rom planted trees, and obtained the following results.

The wood of Japanese larch contained some defects such as twist and reaction wood, owing to severe
environments in which Japanese larch trees were planted. We dealt with shrinkage data excluding
specimens with 8>0.49%; and £./R<7.

With the increase of ring width, the radial shrinkage decreased and this tendency was caused by basic
density. And with the increase of ring width, the anisotropic shrinkage varied depending on the tangential
shrinkage measured from earlywood or latewood. The longitudinal shrinkage had no correlation with ring
width.

In addition, we made the table of shrinkage values from different areas by excluding the values of

defect wood, and we expected that the table would be helpful and useful for shrinkage research.
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