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Current Situation and Challenge of International Exchange at the Faculty of
Agriculture, Shinshu University : Panel Discussion and Feedback from Audience -
February 2010

Mayumi HIRASAWA and Mineo MINAMI

International Exchange Committee, Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University

Summary

Amidst the progression of internationalization, Japan expects an increase in the number of interna-
tional students although the number of international students in the Faculty of Agriculture at Shinshu
University has been decreasing. The Faculty held a panel discussion and conducted a survey of interna-
tional students/graduates, a Japanese student of the Faculty, and local people in order to find the problems
that international students tend to face and their possible solutions. Since language barrier limits interna-
tional students’ communication with Japanese students and local people, it is suggested that the Faculty
should become a bridge between international students and Japanese people through international

exchange and that internationalization of academic language on campus is inevitable.

Key word : language barrier, international exchange, international student, internationalization
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