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Abstract 

Neoplastic disease and its therapeutic options have a huge impact on the patient's quality of life from both 

the emotional and the working point of view. Sociological research has revealed that gender also plays an 

important role in the emotional reaction to the disease. When faced with a neoplastic disease, men and 

women show significantly different reactions: women, as wives and mothers, are more subject and 

vulnerable to stress and they can have major psychological implications for the severe impact on body 

image. In 2002, at the Dermatological Clinic of the University of Naples "Federico II", Corrective 

Dermacosmetological Laboratory was activated to teach the most suitable techniques in order to disguise 

skin imperfections by means of an easily reproducible maquillage. Since 2010 the Laboratory is activating to 

help oncologic patients learn the best way of hiding temporary or permanent skin damages that cause 

serious discomfort because of the aesthetic modifications of their image. The corrective 

dermacosmetological camouflage is a technique aiming to learn to oncologic patients the best way of 

hiding temporary or permanent skin damages related to chemotherapy and radiotherapy: it is also 

important to contain any cicatricial results. At the laboratories of Naples 36 patients have been treated, 31 

women and 5 men, aged between 19 and 72 years. The camouflage technique depends basically on the use 

of a number of opaque covering non irritant, hypoallergenic creams and powders of superior duration if 

compared to standard cosmetics. Results were supported by photos showing the excellent results achieved 

with this technique. Furthermore, an improvement in psychological problems caused by skin damages 

related to chemotherapy, radiotherapy and surgery therapy was observed in all patients. 
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