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LOBSTER PRICE NOT REFLECTING LOBSTERMEN'S RISING COSTS

By Melissa Waterman

To anyone who isn’t living in a remote cave,
the issue of this summer is rising prices.
U.S. inflation jumped 9.1% in June, the fast-
est pace of increase since 1981. Consumers
are facing higher prices for just about eve-
rything, from used cars to a gallon of milk,
which limits the positive impact higher
wages have made on the family budget.

Lobstermen are in a similar, if more painful,
situation. The costs of bait, fuel, traps — all
items necessary to go out and catch a lob-
ster — have skyrocketed this year while the
price paid for a lobster has dropped sharply
compared to this time last year. In mid-July,
the cost for a barrel of pogies in Boothbay
Harbor was $265. Redfish racks ran $360
per barrel. Downeast the price for pogies
was around $200 per barrel; salted herring
might cost $240 a barrel. Diesel fuel soared
above $6 per gallon, making many lobster-

men reconsider how often to tend their traps.

Why can’t lobstermen pass on the increased cost of catching lobsters to those
who buy their lobsters? After all, the cost of a lobster roll has increased dra-

The cost for bait, fuel, and traps has skyrocketed. Yet the

price paid at the dock for lobsters has not. T. Yoder photo.

Continued on page 4

matically in the past few years, topping $38
at various Bar Harbor locales in July.

The price lobstermen are paid for lob-
ster “depends on demand,” said Daniel
Georgianna, resource economist at the
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth.
“It doesn’'t matter what it costs to catch the
lobster. Demand determines price.”

Lobster prices were high this winter and
early spring, in Maine hitting $13 per pound
at one point. That was due in part to a low
inventory of stored lobster and few ves-
sels going out to fish during the stormi-
est months of the year. When the weather
improved and more lobstermen set their
traps, the price dropped, as it does each
spring. This year, however, the drop was felt
more acutely because of the record-high
winter price.

During the Covid pandemic years of 2020
and 2021, demand for Maine lobster

boomed. Faced with a shutdown of restaurants, cruise ships and resorts due
to a homebound population of consumers, lobster dealers moved quickly into
other markets, such as grocery chains, online sales, and value-added products

Maine Fishermen’s Cooperatives

Maine Co-ops Working for Maine Fishermen.
Proud sponsors of Landings.
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2021 BIOLOGICAL OPINION
REMAINS OPEN FOR NOW

By MLA staff

INVALID BUT LOBSTER FISHERY || ¢oastat outook

Inside

Thoughts from the MLCA president

Page 3

GUEST COLUMN:

Maine’s lobster fishery will continue to operate despite a July 8
federal court ruling that found the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) violated the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and
the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) when it issued its
2021 Biological Opinion (Biop) and Final Rule for the lobster fish-
ery.

This decision flows from the lawsuit that was originally filed
against the federal government by three environmental groups
claiming NMFS has not done enough to protect endangered North
Atlantic right whales from accidental interactions with lobster
gear. In September 2021, the environmental groups amended their
original claims to challenge the 2021 Biop and Final Rule, again
asserting NMFS was not meeting its obligations to protect right
whales. The Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) filed a sepa-
rate lawsuit in September 2021 challenging the science underpin-
ning the 2021 Biop and Final Rule. There is no ruling yet in the
MLAs case.

Environmental groups are claiming victory, while the MLA calls the
recent decision a “mixed bag.” The Court ruled that certain aspects
of the 2021 BiOp and 2021 Final Whale Rule are invalid. However,
the court did not immediately shut down the lobster fishery or de-
cide what action it will take to fix NMFS’s legal violations.

Under the ESA, a Biop must be in place for the federal lobster fish-
ery to operate. However, the Court stated that its “findings at this
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C OA S TA L O U T LO O K Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

Summer seems to speed up when we come to August.
Visitors, cookouts, camping by the lake, lobster feasts along
the shore — the tempo of the season quickens in this month.
The lobster season is speeding up as well, with soft-shell
lobster harvests increasing by the week. In just a few weeks
we will blink and find ourselves once again in September!

For lobstermen the upcoming months will be busy, both
on the water and on the land. In July, Washington, D.C. dis-
trict court Judge James Boasberg ruled on a case brought
by national environmental organizations which argued
that the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) did not
comply with federal law protecting the endangered North
Atlantic right whale in its 2021 Biological Opinion on the
lobster fishery. Judge Boasberg found in favor of some of
the environmental organizations' complaints but stopped
short of closing down the federal lobster fishery altogether.
Instead, as we highlight in this issue of Landings, the par-
ties to the case must come to-

month about the sense of moral injury moral injury many
lobstermen are currently feeling. Moral injury occurs when
certain actions that strongly clash with someone’s moral
and ethical code cause intense psychological distress. In
the case of Maine lobstermen, the actions taken against
the fishery by the federal government clash with their own
observations at sea concerning right whales and the nu-
merous conservation actions they have taken over the past
25 years. Despite a robust work and conservation ethic, the
lobster fishery stands to be erased by federal actions over
which a lobsterman has no control.

Lobster is the dominant fishery along the Maine coast yet
many other businesses depend on the Gulf of Maine and
the marine-based infrastructure operating along the coast.
Sam Belknap, senior community development officer at the
Island Institute in Rockland, discusses the many aspects of
what is known as the Blue Economy. The Blue Economy en-

compasses all the economic

gether to find a balanced way
to comply with federal law.
The court has set a schedule
for all parties to submit briefs
by late October.

In addition, the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the First Circuit
in Boston in July upheld its
preliminary decision to al-
low closure of a 967-square-
mile portion of the Gulf of
Maine to lobster fishing from
October through January
each year. The circuit court
sent the case back to the dis-
trict court level but noted
in its ruling that it does not
think the closure will be elim-
inated because of NMFS’s
obligation to protect the whales. “Although this does not
mean the balance will always come out on the side of an
endangered marine mammal, it does leave plaintiffs beat-
ing against the tide, with no more success than they had
before,” the court ruled.

Meanwhile, lobstermen are contending with the dual
blows of a lower price for their lobsters and much steeper
prices for bait, fuel and gear this summer. Low prices at the
dock have made some lobstermen reconsider going out
to fish at all. While the cost to catch a lobster is going up,
the price a lobsterman is paid doesn’t reflect those higher
costs. Unlike other businesses, a single lobsterman can’t
set a price for his lobsters. The reason for this disconnect
lies in the very traits that make the Maine fishery resilient,
as we explore in this issue.

The barrage of regulatory and financial pressures facing
lobstermen have provoked anger and a feeling of injustice
among lobstermen. Monique Coombs, marine director
at the Maine Coast Fishermen's Association, writes this

The months ahead may be difficult for Maine's

lobstermen but they stand ready for the fight.
Photo courtesy of Little Cranberry Lobster.

uses of the ocean, from fish-
ing to research and marine
construction, as well as the
many unseen but valuable
functions of the sea. Assessing
the Blue Economy in Maine
and helping the hundreds of
businesses and individuals
who make their living either
directly or indirectly from
the Gulf have become driving
forces within the state.

Aquaculture is one of the ele-
ments of the Blue Economy in
Maine and some lobstermen
have found a niche within the
sector as growers of kelp. In
late fall, some lobstermen set
out horizontal lines seeded
with kelp spore in areas leased from the state. The lines lay
about seven feet below the surface; the kelp grow to mar-
ketable size by spring. Most of the kelp grown in the state
is sold to Atlantic Sea Farms, which has been instrumental
in boosting production. Growing kelp provides lobstermen
with a winter income when many are not fishing while draw-
ing on their existing gear and seamanship skills in a new way.

Finally, we bid fair winds and following seas to Dr. Jim
Acheson, long-standing faculty member at the University
of Maine and author of The Lobster Gangs of Maine. Jim
held a joint appointment in Anthropology and the School
of Marine Sciences and served as chair of the Anthropology
Department and as coordinator of the Marine Policy pro-
gram. In the early 1990s he helped ito develop Maine’s de-
centralized lobster management system which resulted in
the Lobster Zone Councils. Jim was well regarded in the
worlds of both academia and lobstering; his cheerful pres-
ence will be missed.

Stay informed. Subscribe to Landings.
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GUEST COLUMN: We are all part of the Blue Economy

By Sam Belknap

Perhaps I am dating myself, but I often find that I turn to my kids to help trans-
late what some new word or phrase means. I am sure I am not alone, and the
fact that we are seeing new concepts introduced almost daily is not surprising
given the complexity of our world these days.

Now, if you're like me, you've probably heard the term "Blue Economy" tossed
around more and more and you have probably also wondered what the phrase
means. I now have the privilege of leading the Island Institute’s Blue Economy
efforts and have worked hard to introduce the concept of the Blue Economy
to our organization and to the state, so hopefully I can help bring some clarity.

The term Blue Economy first appeared in Europe more than a decade ago. It
was a means by which people could talk about the vast number of ways people
were making a living on and from the water.

At its core, the Blue Economy concept seeks to promote economic growth, so-
cial inclusion, and the preservation or improvement of livelihoods while also
ensuring the environmental sustainability of the oceans and coastal areas for
future generations. The term is a flexible one that can include almost anything
related to the ocean: energy, shipping, tourism, recreation, aquaculture, trans-
mission cables and much more. A number of services provided by ocean eco-
systems, for which markets do not exist, also contribute significantly to human
activities, such as carbon sequestration and coastal land protection. But now,
more than ever before, we cannot afford to ignore the original and still vital
foundation of the Blue Economy: seafood and the infrastructure central to its
harvest and processing.

To help envision the Blue Economy in Maine, let me attempt to paint a pic-
ture. Envision yourself high above any coastal town in Maine. You first see the
clearest examples of the Blue Economy: people on boats hauling traps, nets
and lines, tending to aquaculture farms or otherwise supporting our ability to
harvest sustainable food from the sea. You then notice the vast number of rec-
reational boats, both powered and sail, on the water and in harbors. Perhaps
in the distance you are able to catch a glimpse of a research vessel at work or
a large container or tanker ship on its way to one of Maine’s deep water ports,
connecting our coast to the global economy. Perhaps you see barges and ves-
sels engaged in marine construction or dredging, maintaining our vital coastal
infrastructure.

Next, you may notice a number of private and public
commercial wharves along the shore. These places
play the critical role of connecting the ocean to the
wider economy. We also see restaurants that serve
up the daily catch from the sea and play a critical
role in the tourism industry so important along the
coast. As your gaze turns inland, you see trucks com-
ing and going, bringing seafood to market and criti-
cal supplies back to the shore. You also spot in the
distance marine supply stores, fuel supply stores, and
large cold storage buildings, each providing critical
services. You also might see Maine’s dozens of public
and private research labs where the ocean is studied
and new ways of creating value are identified.

Sam Belknap is
senior community

development
officer at the Island
Institute. Il photo.

Throughout this birds-eye view, you are watching
tens of thousands of people working, providing for
their families and for their communities, all supported directly or indirectly
by the ocean. We must not forget that these people play the most critical role
because without them there is no Blue Economy.

Upon reflection, perhaps we see that the concept of the Blue Economy is not
truly as new as it seems. Maybe it is simply a new way of talking about the com-
plexity and importance of our marine economy and the people that make it
work in a way that touches on national and international connections. The idea
of the Blue Economy, and the importance placed on the sustainable use of the
ocean, is one that fits well in Maine. It is the foundation of the most significant
member of the state’s Blue Economy, the Maine lobster fishery.

The most important lesson expressed by the Blue Economy concept is that no
one component exists on its own. It is also important to note that no part of the
Blue Economy is free from the impacts of the outside world. Maine’s ability to sup-
port its Blue Economy and the thousands who make a living within it will depend
upon our collective ability to adapt in the face of larger forces, such as climate
change, supply chain disruptions or global economic forces. We must ensure that
the Blue Economy remains intact for the people who live in coastal communi-
ties, benefiting them, their communities and the ocean as well. Otherwise, we will
have lost an opportunity to support a bright future for our coast.
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Costs continued from page 1

that could be prepared at home. Lobster sales ticked up and the price paid to
lobstermen increased.

That’s not happening this year. Fresh seafood sales plunged 13.3% in June, ac-
cording to a recent article in Seafood Source. Frozen seafood sales remained
strong overall, although value dropped by 7.4%.

“Demand for lobster is down this year;” explained John Sackton, founder and
former publisher of Seafood News.com. “Canada exports to China are down be-
cause of Covid shutdowns. Companies don’t know which city or airport will be
open. In Europe they are having problems because of high energy costs, infla-
tion, and the war in Ukraine, so demand is down.”

U.S. consumers’ spending patterns were buoyed during the past two years by
federal stimulus money, money that is no longer flowing. “During the height of
Covid, people couldn’t travel, go out to eat, go out for entertainment, or com-
mute to work. Household expenses were way down, leaving more money for
little luxuries. Now all that is changed. Their money is allocated plus there’s in-
flation, so no more little luxuries,” Sackton said.

Part of a lobsterman’s inability to set his or her own price is due to the fact that
there are so many lobstermen, both here and in Canada. If one individual de-
cides not to fish because his or her costs are too high relative to the price paid
for the catch, there’s likely to be another lobsterman, or many other lobstermen,
who are willing to go, no matter what.

“It’s really a big problem. How do you give producers more pricing power?”

Sackton said. “By controlling output.” But Maine lobstermen each run their own
small business; each makes individual decisions about when and where to fish.

In Newfoundland, by contrast, the price for a lobster is set before the boat
ever leaves the dock. The Newfoundland Fishermen, Food and Allied Workers
Union (FFAWU) represents inshore fishermen, offshore trawlers, lobstermen
and plant workers in Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. Each year the FFAWU
and the Newfoundland and Labrador Processors group negotiate a base price
for lobster. The official price is set by a government-appointed Fish Price
Setting Panel. “The Union negotiates the price for the lobster fleet and recog-
nizes higher costs when calculating fleet price,” Sackton said.

Maine has no comparable, minimum price-setting mechanism. Prices are
driven by how closely the amount of lobster landed matches demand from
various marketing channels for Maine’s product. If consumer demand exceeds
the volume of lobster available at a given time, price rises. As Sackton noted,
“People who want the product will pay a higher price for it”

“The key to any of this is to market the product to increase demand,” Georgianna
said. “The problem with increased marketing, though, is that it benefits all in
the fishery, not just those who pay for it

As the summer progresses and the Canadian lobster processors begin opening
their doors, it is likely that the price paid to Maine lobstermen will respond to
increased demand. Meanwhile, Maine’s lobstermen are tightening their belts
and crossing their fingers.

Why are lobster traps so expensive?

It’s getting to the point where if you have to ask the price for a lobster trap, you
probably can't afford it. The price has shot up in the past three years, largely
due to Covid labor shortages and supply chain issues, but also most recently
because of the war in Ukraine and skyrocketing inflation.

Adam Jackson at Sea Rose Trap in Biddeford just shakes his head when he talks
about lobster trap prices. Right now a bare bones Sea Rose 12 gauge wire trap
with no bells or whistles runs around $140. The company can't even get trap kits.
“The last time we got kits in was six months ago,” Jackson said. Much of the wire
comes from Italy. “It’s supply chain stuff] Jackson said. “Italy can't get containers
to ship the wire out”

Expenses are up across the board, according to Stephen Brooks, a co-owner of
Brooks Trap Mill in Thomaston. The cost of wire has risen sharply but so have
freight costs, both international and domestic. “Our freight costs are up be-
tween 300% and 500%,” Brooks said. “Shipping has gone from $3,000 to $4,000
to $25,000 to $30,000 per load.” Domestic freight charges have increased in re-
sponse to the higher cost of fuel throughout the country. “We just got a ship-
ment this week. The cost was

week and those traps were $168 apiece,” Brooks said. “The same traps were
around $120 eighteen months ago.”

Supply chain problems loom large in the mind of Mike Dean at Friendship Trap
(now part of Brooks Trap Mill). “Some of our wire comes from Italy. Shipping
costs are way up but also the wire. Italy used to get its steel from Ukraine. Now
with the war they are sourcing it from Germany and it’s more expensive,” Dean
said. “We're really between a rock and a hard place”

In addition to shipping and material costs, the costs to run a business have
increased sharply. Labor costs are up, according to Brooks, as well as health
insurance, workman’s compensation, insurance on company vehicles, and
electricity costs. “Fuel is a big part of it,” Brooks said. “Fuel is obviously hurting
everyone. When you add the shipping costs to the material costs, it’s scary.”

up 30% from the last ship-
ment, two or three months
ago, Brooks said.

An average new Brooks trap,
if there is such a thing, would
cost a lobsterman slightly
more than $100 at the mo-
ment. But most lobstermen
prefer traps that are modified
to fish well in their particular
part of the coast or offshore
area, with additional compo-
nents that add to overall price.
“We just finished an order this
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MAINE'S YOUNGEST STEP UP TO SUPPORT LOBSTER FISHERY'S FUTURE

By Melissa Waterman

The Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) court case has elicited a true
groundswell of support from within the state’s lobstering community. From
John and Brendan Ready’s $200,000 contribution this year to local lobster co-
operatives, donations to the MLAs Save Maine Lobstermen campaign have
bolstered the association’s strong legal attack on the fundamentally flawed
ten-year whale conservation plan mandated by the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS).

Yet it’s not just the money that has made the difference. It’s also the outflow of
encouragement the funding represents. The fact that so many people want to
see the MLA’s case succeed reflects bedrock values of Maine lobstermen, values
of family, constancy, and pride.

On Vinalhaven, high school teacher James LePage decided to make the con-
flict between the federal government’s whale regulations and the Maine lobster
fishery the focus of his 2021-2022 Civics and Economics class. “We looked at
civic and economic issues through the lens of an industry closely tied with all of
our students’ lives and families, the lobster industry;” he explained in an email.
“As we tackled the nuances of the U.S. government and different economic is-
sues, we tied those ideas to how they affect the industry, as well as current is-
sues threatening the Vinalhaven way of life”

Lobstering is the mainstay of the island, whose year-round population is ap-
proximately 1,200 people. Vinalhaven has steadily ranked second among
Maine’s ports in terms of the value of species landed there, which in 2021 was
more than $55 million. Any changes in the fishery will have a deep impact on
the island.

LePage’s students created a podcast to talk about issues relating to federalism.
In federalism, political power is divided between states or provinces and a na-
tional government. The Tenth Amendment to the Constitution articulates fed-
eralism in the United States: “The powers not delegated to the United States by
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states
respectively, or to the people.

The students looked at the new whale regulations through the lens of feder-
alism. Students interviewed state representative and lobsterman Genevieve
McDonald of Stonington and Barbara Skapa, the executive director of the
group Mainers Guarding Right Whales. Through the podcast, students became
more and more aware of the threat the Maine lobstering industry is facing.

The final class project was to choose a local issue threatening Vinalhaven and
start a fundraising effort to create positive change. “At the outset of the year, I
had no idea which direction this project would take. Obviously, there are many
issues which could have taken hold, yet by April it was clear the threat facing
the Maine lobster fishery was paramount,” LePage said.

Through coin drives, a raffle ticket fundraiser, and a cornhole tournament in
June, the students raised over $1,800. Later that month, LePage presented a
check for that amount to MLA executive director Patrice McCarron at an event
on the island.

Other young people have made clear their support of the MLA’s efforts as well.
Ed Foye of Eliot and his children received reimbursement checks in July for the
cost of their lobster licenses and trap tags this year. Foye had been following the
chatter on the Facebook page “All Things Lobstering” where lobstermen were
suggesting that reimbursement checks be sent to the MLA. “I got mine and
then the kids got theirs. We talked about it and decided to donate,” Foye said.

His children are the fifth generation in the family to be fishermen and they
know what it means to work hard for their money. Owen Foye, 24, bought his
late grandfather George’'s boat after long years as a sternman. Larsen, 21, works

-Ask For

Electric Clutches

SHAFT OR V-BELT DRIVEN MARINE CLUTCHES

Adaptable, Dependable...
Easy to Install & Maintain

e 75 to 2000 lbs. ft
* 12 or 24 VDC power supply
* Zinc plated - meets ASTM
B-117 salt spray test
* SAE pump mount options available

PITTS Master Distributor:

@ Coastal Hydraulics, Inc.

603-474-1914 o sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com e 28 Route 286, Seabrook, NH

Vinalhaven came out in force in June to support students’ fundraising

for the MLA's Save Maine Lobstermen campaign. J. LePage photo.

with his father and is saving money to buy his own boat but sent in his reim-
bursement check anyway. Daughter Raegan, 19, hauls her 120 traps from an
18-foot skiff, works as a third man on another lobster boat and builds traps for
other lobstermen in town.

“I'm impressed with how the court case is going,’ Ed Foye said. “I think the
MLAS getting some real facts out. We've got to pool our money together to stop
this crap”

From Machias to Kittery, lobstermen are pulling together to ensure that what
is so valuable to them and was to their forebears remains accessible to their
children and to their children’s children: a sustainable, robust lobster fishery.
Our deepest thanks to all of you!

NEED A LENDER

WHO UNDERSTANDS YOU?

&>

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit
to Maine’s commercial fishing industry. With long- and short-term financing
options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice
for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of
every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business.

Call them today at the branch office closest to you.

LOANS AND LEASES FOR:
BOATS ° TRUCKS + REAL ESTATE ¢ PERMITS
BAIT STORAGE FACILITIES = WHARVES * EQUIPMENT
HAUL OUT AND REPAIR * OPERATING LINES

0?9 FARM CREDIT EAST

<

A

800.831.4230 | FARMCREDITEAST.COM
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STEAMING AHEAD

This summer is shaping up to be a stressful lobster sea-
son. Profit margins are thin. The cost of nearly everything
is spiraling ever higher. The core operating costs for lob-
stermen — bait, fuel and supplies — have skyrocketed. In
stark contrast, the looming recession and high inventory
of lobster have caused a rapid, steep drop in the boat price.
Having a good business plan and knowing when your boat
will make money for you will be essential to remaining
profitable this year.

And if that is not enough, there is the continued worry
about what future right whale conservation measures will
mean for each lobsterman. In late July there were rulings
from two different courts — on the environmental or-
ganizations (eNGO) and Maine Lobstering Union (Union)
cases — with the sobering news that more will need to be
done to protect right whales. There is still no ruling in the
MLA case.

With all the stress you are under, please know that the
MLA continues its fight to ensure a future for Maine’s
lobster fishery. The MLA’s lawsuit seeks a course correc-
tion from National Marine

As this unfolds, the importance of MLAs case becomes
more clear. If the Court sends the Biological Opinion and
Final Rule back to NMFS without ruling on MLA' case,
then the “fix” will continue to be based on the agency’s
flawed use of data. If the underlying scientific basis is not
remedied, the result will produce an even harsher outcome
for the lobster industry.

There’s not a lot of wiggle room in all of this for anyone.
NMFS must comply with the Endangered Species Act and
the Marine Mammal Protection Act. Given the dire status
of the right whale population and the continued occur-
rence of serious entanglements that cannot be traced to
a fishery, these laws require that more be done to protect
right whales.

It is unrealistic to think we could change the Endangered
Species Act or the Marine Mammal Protection Act. But
through the Court, we have an opportunity to change how
NMEFS implements these laws.

The MLA’s lawsuit demands that NMFS meet the legal re-
quirements in both laws that

Fisheries Service (NMFS) so
that the risk reductions lob-
stermen are asked to meet
more closely match the actual
risk from our fishery.

The MLAs lawsuit sets the
facts straight on known causes
of harm to right whales and
lays out how NMFS cherryp-
icked the science, often using
unsupported assumptions, to
justify its mandate for Maine’s
lobster fishery to reduce its
already minimal risk to right
whales by 98%.

The MLA’s lawsuit is aimed at
making sure that Maine lob-
stermen are only required to
reach risk reduction goals that
match up with the scientifical-
ly-documented risk posed by
our fishery. It also demands
accountability from an agency
that has accepted the fable, in
spite of contrary scientific evidence, that vertical lines in
Maine waters are an existential threat to right whales that
only ropeless fishing can fix.

MLMC photo.

In late July the District of Columbia District Court ruled in
the environmental organizations’ case that both the 2021
Biological Opinion and Final Rule are invalid. There is no
way to sugarcoat this outcome. It is extremely concerning,

The federal lobster fishery cannot be authorized without a
legal Biological Opinion in place. Furthermore, meeting the
mandates of the Endangered Species Act and the Marine
Mammal Protection Act with NMFS’s current interpreta-
tion of the science is nearly impossible. Fortunately, the
Court is allowing the lobster fishery to continue while it is
briefed on potential solutions that will bring the Biological
Opinion and Final Rule back into compliance with the law.
The Court has set a schedule for briefs to be filed beginning
in mid-August and wrapping up in late October.

In the meantime, the MLA, intervenors on our side (state
of Maine, Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association,
Lobstering Union), and NMFS have all asked the Court to
rule on the MLA case before deciding the remedy for the
environmental organizations' case. The court has request-
ed briefs on this matter to be submitted for consideration
in early August. The parties hope to convince the Court
that it is imperative for NMFS to get the science right be-
fore it asks NMFS to revise the Biological Opinion.

The MLA is waging its legal fight for today's

lobstermen and for the next generation.

call for it to use the best sci-
ence available. The science
shows Maine lobster gear has
never been known to kill a
right whale or even entangle
a whale since 2004. It shows
that since 2015 U.S. vessels
strikes have killed or seriously
injured six whales compared
to zero incidents documented
in U.S. commercial fisheries. It
reveals that Canadian fishing
gear continues, by far, to be the
predominant gear removed
from entangled whales.

NMES is also not properly ac-
counting for the science that
shows right whales are mov-
ing away from where Maine
lobstermen fish and will move
even further away by 2050. Or
that right whales are adapting
to a shifting climate and are
once again successfully forag-
ing and producing young.

The agency also deliberately ignores the fact that right
whales perish from natural causes like shark predation,
while also showing up in unexpected places, like Europe
and the Gulf of Mexico, indicating that potentially im-
portant habitats are not being surveyed. These animals
should not be considered dead, as NMFS classifies them,
simply because they may have migrated away from their
prior range.

I wish we could make this all go away, but that is not pos-
sible. The MLA will continue to push for accountability
and conservation plans based on sound science so that
Maine lobstermen and future generations can continue
our proud heritage.

The MLA has the clout and the legal expertise to make a
difference, but we can only be successful if we have the
funds to do so. Our Save Maine Lobstermen campaign is
critical to making this happen. We would be honored to
have your support.

As always, stay safe on the water.
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MLA Directors met at Darby’s in Belfast on July 6. Patrice provided several
updates on right whales including the status of court cases, Take Reduction
Team and recent maneuverings by the environmental community (see whale
updates below). She also provided several updates on offshore wind includ-
ing BOEM’s plan to lease wind areas in the Gulf of Maine by Fall of 2024 and
the recommendations under development through Maine’s Offshore Wind
Roadmap planning process.

The ASMFC will require electronic trackers (VMS) on federal lobster boats by
December 2023. They have delayed any decision on the “resiliency addendum”
which could result in an increase in Maine’s minimum gauge until the fall or
later. ASMFC will discuss its approach to move this forward during the August
meeting.

All commercial fishing license holders will be reimbursed by the state of Maine
for all licenses and tags purchased in 2022 with the last round of CARES Act
relief money. The MLA is extremely grateful that many lobstermen have gener-
ously signed those checks over to the MLA Legal Defense Fund. Congress ap-
propriated $17 million to the lobster industry for 2022 which includes $10 mil-
lion to offset the cost of compliance with whale rules (no details on this funding
yet) and $4 million to pay for the implementation of the electronic trackers on
federal vessels. It also includes $2 million to fund right whale research through
Sea Grant, $300,000 for plankton monitoring and $760,000 to fund outreach to
the lobster industry to prepare for the next round of whale rules. Congress also
announced that there will be an additional $14 million coming to the lobster
industry in 2023 to assist with compliance with whale rules.

The MLA is partnering with RODA and University of Maine on a pilot project
to use data collected by lobstermen using Olex or Time Zero on their boats
to demonstrate its utility in mapping where and when lobstering takes place.
Because lobstermen are collecting the data, they will continue to own it data
and retain authority over how these data are used. MLA is also partnering with
DMR and other fishing associations to test new virtual gear location technolo-
gies and gear modifications to reduce risk to whales. This project has been rec-
ommended for funding by Sea Grant.

The Save Maine Lobstermen campaign continues to gain steam. MLA has raised
over $1 million and MLA is extremely grateful for the continued outpouring of
support. The bills to keep the industry in this fight are massive and we still have
along way to go.

ChilloaYounghas announced that this will be her last year as Maine Fishermen’s
Forum Coordinator. The forum is seeking applications from those interested in
replacing Chilloa so that they can work with her on the 2023 forum.

The board discussed their concern over the cost structure of the lobster in-
dustry this season. Lobster prices continue to decline and costs continue to
increase. Bait prices are reaching historic highs and there is concern about bait
availability later in the season. The MLA Board then held an executive session.

OFFSHORE WIND UPDATES

The Governor’s Energy Office (GEO) contractor, DNV, is completing several
technical studies to inform Maine’s strategic plan (Offshore Wind Roadmap)
for offshore wind development. The MLA has been asking how many turbines
could be built in the Gulf of Maine and we have gotten our first answer.

DNV estimates the region will demand 11,216 MW of offshore wind from the
Gulf of Maine. This translates to 800 turbines with existing turbine technology
(14 MW turbines) or 561 turbines with potential higher capacity turbines (20
MW turbines) in the Gulf of Maine. The scenario that DNV analyzed is based on
future renewable energy needs for Maine and New England through 2050 and
accounts for the region’s decarbonization goals, growing electric demand, and
a diverse portfolio including onshore wind, solar and offshore wind.

The Offshore Wind Advisory Committee met in mid-July to review the draft
strategies for potential inclusion in the final plan. The Fisheries Working Group
has proposed that offshore wind only be sited offshore of LMA 1 to avoid con-
flict with 80% of the region’s commercial fisheries, avoid complex and sensitive
bottom habitats, minimize economic impact, and reduce conflict and risk to
offshore wind developers. This proposal remains under consideration for in-
clusion in the plan.

RIGHT WHALE UPDATES

Take Reduction Team

NMFS has made it clear that the lobster industry must increase its risk reduc-
tion from 60% to 90% in the very near future. NMFS is working to finish regu-
lations to reduce risk from gillnet fisheries and then they will begin new rule-
making for the lobster fishery. NMFS continues to refine the Decision Support

Tool (DST) which it uses to assess the risk of each fishery to right whales, and
how much credit is given for various management approaches. The next round
of TRT meetings is scheduled for September.

Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) vs Raimondo

The US District Court for the District of Columbia issued an Order on July 8th
in the lawsuit against the federal government by three environmental groups
(e-NGOs) claiming NMFS has not done enough to protect right whales. The
Judge ruled that the 2021 Biop and Final Rule are invalid but the lobster fishery
will continue to operate while the Court decides on the remedy.

The Court wrote, “the crux of the problem is that the 2021 BiOp projects that
in the coming years the American lobster fishery will continue to potentially
kill and seriously injure North Atlantic right whales at over three times the
sustainable rate. This is expected to occur even after the implementation of
the 2021 Final Rule amending the ALWTRP and even though zero lethal take
is authorized... The Court also finds that the 2021 Final Rule did not attempt
to meet the take-reduction measures that it was obligated to under the MMPA
within the required timeline. The Court therefore declares the 2021 BiOp and
2021 Final Rule invalid”

The court has set the schedule for all parties to submit briefs on remedy which
will be concluded by late October. The court will then consider that informa-
tion before it issues its ruling.

Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) vs National Marine Fisheries Service

The MLA case is pending before the same court and judge as the environmental-
ist’s case in DC District Court. MLAs lawsuit claims that NMFS made arbitrary
decisions about the need for measures to protect right whales due to interac-
tions with lobster gear because they relied on flawed science as the basis of the
new Biop and Final Whale Rule. No decision has yet been issued in the MLA case.

Maine Lobstering Union (Union) vs National Marine Fisheries Service

The Union case is pending in US District Court for Maine before Judge Walker.
The Union’s case claims the LMA 1 Seasonal Restricted Area (LMA 1 closure)
is not legal. The Judge issued a preliminary ruling to allow gear to be fished in
the LMA 1 closure last fall, but his decision was overturned by the First Circuit
Appeals court and the closure was implemented in 2021. The First Circuit
Appeals Court issued its final ruling upholding its preliminary decision that
the closure should remain in place. The case has not yet received a full review
of the evidence in a hearing before the District Court of Maine.

Objection to Gulf of Maine Lobster MSC Recertification

A coalition of environmental groups (Defenders of Wildlife, Natural Resources
Defense Council, and Animal Welfare Institute) have filed a formal petition
to the Marine Stewardship Council opposing the recertification of the Gulf of
Maine lobster fishery claiming that the fishery threatens the North Atlantic
right whale. The objection is still making its way through the MSC system.

Environmental Groups Continue Attack on Lobster Fishery

The environmental group Oceana has petitioned an international body under
the US-Mexico-Canada Agreement to investigate how the U.S. enforces its laws
to safeguard the North Atlantic right whale. The group alleges that the U.S. has
been soft on enforcement for at least 20 years. There has not yet been a vote on
whether the probe will be undertaken.

NMFS Releases Report on US Large Whale Entanglements for 2020 and 2019

NMES released its 2019 and 2020 U.S. reports on large whale entanglements.
The 2020 report identified 53 confirmed entanglements, down from 75 in 2019.
Four of the 53 entanglements involved North Atlantic right whales.

«  RW 3920 (Cottontail), first sighted entangled in Oct 2020 off Nantucket.
The whale was found dead in Feb 2021. NMFS determined the entangle-
ment was “consistent CN snow crab trap/pot.

«  RWB3180 (Dragon) was first sighted entangled in Feb 2020 off Nantucket
and was determined by NMFS to have a serious injury.

«  RW Unknown was first sighted in March 2020 Off Georges Bank and is de-
termined by NMFS to have a serious injury.

«  RW 4680 was first sighted entangled in Oct 2020 off New Jersey and is de-
termined by NMFS to have a pro-rated serious injury.

Northeast Science Center Request for Permit to Test Ropeless Lobster Gear

The MLA opposed an Exempted Fishing Permit (EFP) request from the
Northeast Fisheries Science Center to allow up to 100 lobster boats to test ro-
peless fishing gear, giving priority to those who would test it in during seasonal
closures. The MLA is concerned that proposed research will not answer the
fundamental question of how lobstermen could fish ropeless gear as part of
the normal commercial fishery to address issues of gear conflict and the abil-
ity to maintain catch rates. The MLA also cited strong concern over granting a
small number of lobstermen access to a closed area while the majority of those
who usually fish there are excluded.

Continued on page 8
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MLA update continued from page 7
Blue Planet Strategies to expand EFP to test fully ropeless gear

Blue Planet Strategies has been testing ropeless gear in the lobster and gillnet
fishery by deploying a regular buoy system on one and a ropeless system on
the other. The group’s current permit authorized up to 12 vessels in 2022 to test
ropeless systems in the gillnet fishery (max of 140 gillnet deployments and 96
hour soak time expected) and Area 1 and 3 lobster fishery (max of 800 lobster
trap deployments and 4 to 8 day soak days/pot expected). NMFS has granted
preliminary approval to expand the permit to allow fully ropeless gear to be
tested the shipping channel known as the “Southern Channel” or “Southern
Route” in Frenchman Bay (Downeast Maine). This new work is expected to ac-
count for approximately 100 of the 800 deployments approved in 2022.

MLA AND FISHING INDUSTRY MEET WITH HEAD OF NMFS

The head of National Marine Fisheries Service, Janet Coit, visited Maine during
the week of July 18th. MLA participated
in a meeting with her and several fishing
industry leaders at DMR’s Boothbay office.
We listened to concerns about the indus-
try’s concerns over the threat of offshore
wind to commercial fisheries, as well as
concern over NMFS’s management ap-
proach and the extreme risk reductions
mandated for the lobster and gillnet fish-
eries NMFS has determined are necessary
to protect right whales.

Ms. Coit listened intently and expressed
her desire to improve the relationship be-
tween NMFS and Maine’s fishing industry.
MLA presented a ten point action plan on
how NOAA leadership can improve the
broken process of working with lobster-
men to conserve right whales. The MLA respectfully asked NMFS to do the
following:

Patrice McCarron, left,
and Janet Coit, assistant

administrator for NOAA
Fisheries, right. NMFS photo.

1. Understand the shortcomings in the Biological Opinion by reading MLA's
response brief in MLA v. NMFS ( filed May 13, 2022).

2. Recognize publicly that the impact of the 10-year Conservation Framework
presents core issues of cultural preservation and fundamental equity for
rural lobstering communities in Maine.

3. Co-develop the Roadmap to Ropeless Fishing with the State of Maine and
the lobster industry by consulting with us before it is proposed for public
comment.

4. Respond to the merits of MLAs request to correct known flaws in the
2021 Biological Opinion under NOAA's Information Quality Act guidelines
(MLA’s request was submitted June 7, 2021).

5. Grant the MLA and the State of Maine Applicant Status under Section 7
of ESA in future consultations concerning the Maine lobster fishery. (MLA
applied for Applicant Status on October 1, 2019 which was summarily re-
jected by GARFO on October 24, 2019).

6. Stop prioritizing investment in ropeless fishing solutions at the expense of
other viable options.

7. Allocate funds to conduct surveillance of all areas closed to fishing for
right whale protection.

8. Formally include the State of Maine in negotiations with Canada on right
whale management issues.

9. Include the State of Maine as independent peer reviewer on NMFS'’s scientif-
ic assessments and related modelling of right whales and entanglement risk.

10. Designate the Maine state waters lobster fishery as a separate Category II
fishery under the MMPA List of Fisheries.

MLA MEETS WITH SENATOR KING, GOVERNOR MILLS

The MLA also had an opportunity to meet with both Senator King and
Governor Mills during separate meetings during July. MLA again expressed its
concern over the potential impact that offshore wind development would have
on Maine’s commercial fisheries, and our deep concern over of the implica-
tions of NMFS’s 10-year whale plan for the lobster fishery. Each conversation
was very productive.

OLEX AND TIME ZERO USERS — WE NEED YOU!

MLA is partnering with commercial lobstermen, RODA and UMaine on a
new project to explore how the data lobstermen collect during normal fish-
ing operations can be used to benefit the industry as future whale rules and
offshore wind development move forward. MLA is seeking lobstermen who
run Olex or Time Zero to volunteer to participate in this project. Lobstermen’s
data collected with Olex or Time Zero will be downloaded and housed at the
Fisheries Knowledge Trust, which is under RODA, to ensure that fishermen re-
tain full ownership and decision making regarding how the data may be used.
UMaine will enter into an Memorandum of Understanding with the Fisheries
Knowledge Trust so they can create maps and other data products approved by
fishermen. For more information or to volunteer to participate in this project,
contact Patrice at patrice@mainelobstermen.org.

2022 HERRING SEASON

The 2022 Trimester 2 herring season — which runs from June 1 to September
30 — officially opened on July 10 with five landing days, Sunday through Friday.
The weekly landing limit for Atlantic Herring Limited Access Category A ves-
sels is 240,000 pounds (or 6 trucks). Harvesters may not transfer herring to car-
rier vessels while at-sea. Carrier vessels may not receive herring from a har-
vester vessel while at-sea.

2022 Herring Annual Catch Limits (ACL)

Catch as of 7/21/2022
Quota Catch % Quota
Area 1A 1,075 200 19%
Area 1B 0 0.4 0
Area 2 1,295 72.8 6%
Area 3 1,817 1826 100%
ACL*** 3,813 2099 55%

2022 MENHADEN SEASON

Under the ASMFC Menhaden Plan, Maine is allocated 0.52% of the coastwide
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) for menhaden. This translates to an allocation of
2,194,080 pounds for the state directed fishery which opened on June 13 and
was quickly exceeded due to a five-fold increase in participants.

On June 21, the state then opened the Episodic Event Set Aside (EESA) pro-
gram which receives 1% of the coastwide total allowable catch (TAC) which
is 4,285,786 pounds. This year, both Maine and Massachusetts accessed this
quota. The fishery is limited to Tuesdays and Fridays only due to the increased
participation, and harvesters are restricted to a single landing of 6,000 pounds
per vessel daily with same day reporting required, and 12,000 pounds per week.

The incidental catch and small scale fishery for menhaden may occur following
the full utilization of both the state allocation and episodic event fishery. Daily
landing must not exceed 6,000 pounds and total weekly landings must not
exceed 18,000 pounds per harvest vessel Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
All menhaden must immediately be stored in barrels, crates or fish totes, or a
combination thereof. If you are in possession of a menhaden noncommercial li-
cense, then the individual may harvest up to 1,050 Ibs Monday through Sunday.
Weekly reporting of daily trips are required Sunday prior to midnight.

New MLA Board Member

The Maine Lobstermens Association Board of
Directors welcomed Jarod Bray, 38, at its annual
meeting in June as the Board’s newest member. Bray
lives on and fishes from Matinicus aboard Artemis,
his 46-foot Wesmac. He steps into the seat vacated
by Tad Miller, who served on the board for 16 years.

“Tad and I are close and I knew he wanted to step
down,” Bray said. “I felt that being on the board
was the best way to have input and to get firsthand
information. I can trust what I'm hearing from the
other board members and Patrice.”

Like many Maine lobstermen, Bray is dealing with a multitude of factors this
year. While the new whale protection regulations are at the top of his mind,
he also worries about a perpetual threat to the fishery, lack of bait. “Bait is
a big concern. It is hard to get now because of shipping and COVID. It’s cer-
tainly hard to get what you want in late summer and fall. We need to keep an
eye on it,” he said.




August 2022 | LANDINGS | Page 9
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]

The issues facing Maine’s lobster industry have never been
more complex, and MLA has never worked harder to
preserve our lobstering heritage and our way of life. Your
membership in MLA is critical.

« MLA is battling the federal government’s 10-year whale
plan through litigation and regulatory action, engaging
with scientific experts, developing innovative gear
solutions, and building public support for Maine’s
lobstering families.

MLA’s lawsuit against NMFS seeks a course correction
from NMFS to match the risk reduction mandate to risk
posed by Maine’s lobster fishery.

MLA is challenging offshore wind development in the
Gulf of Maine to minimize its negative impact our
fishing industry.

o ° 2 Storer St, Suite 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043 www.mainelobstermen.org 207-967-4555

Harvester Membership Levels: Name:

Highliner $375 Address:

Harvester $275 City/State/Zip:
Harvester Family* $350 Phone: Cell: D.0.B:
Junior Harvester (under 18)  $150 Email:

Senior Harvester (over65)  $150 (Please include to receive weekly e-news updates )
Retired Harvester $75 Boat Name:

(no longer a captain)

Lobster License #: Zone & District:
*Family Members:
Yes, I want to add my sternman for $50!

Name:

* family memberships are for spouses and
children under 23 living at home

Individual Membership Levels:

O Sternman $75

O Lobster Friend $125

O Lobster Lover $275 Address:
City/State/Zip:

O Donate to Legal Defense Fund Lobster license # (If applicable):
Amount $

Payment info: Pay with: O Visa O MasterCard O Check: # Total amount $
Credit Card #: - - - Exp. date: CV code:
Billing town/state/zip:

E-mail:
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John and Brendan Ready

Gifts $25,000 - $49,999
Corea Lobster Co-Op
Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s Co-Op

Gifts $10,000 - $24,999
Brooks Trap Mill

DB Rice Fisheries

Luke’s Lobster Seafood Co.
Town of York

Gifts $ 5,000—$9,999

Maine Aquaculture Association
F.W. Thurston Co, Inc.

Shane Hatch

Tenants Harbor Fishermen’s Co-op
Town of South Thomaston
Vinalhaven Fishermen’s Co-Op

Gifts $1,000 - $4,999
Fred Allen Ill

Travis Alley

Josh Ames*
Lawrence Ames

Bad Boy Lobster Co.
Bob Baines

Eric Beal

Richard Beal*
Belfast Fishermen’s Assoc.
Patrick Benzie

Judy Berry: Leach’s Express
Joel & Jenna Billings
David Black

Ivan Bly

Town Of Boothbay
Vincent Bosso

Jarod Bray*

Dwight Carver

Ryan Casey

Lucas Chioffi
Christopher Clark*
Nick Colacino
Senator Susan Collins
Emily Conway
Josiah Couture*
Mike Cushman*
Jason Day*

Dustin Delano
Wayne Delano

Ben Doliber*

Jerry Doughty

Karen Doughty

Kyle Doughty

Travis Doughty
George Dow

Daryl Dunham*
Chris Goodale

Frank Gotwals
Elizabeth Fenwick
Bruce Fernald*®

$1,000- $4,999 contd
Mike Flanigan

James Freeman

Town of Friendship

Ed Foye*

Larsen Foye*

Earl Hamilton III*
Jacob Hardy*

Josh Harjula

Gary Hawkes*
Benjamin Heanssler
Caleb Heanssler
Benjamin Hopkins*
Shawn Howard*

Todd & April Hubbard*
Bobby Ingalls*

Michael & Chantal Jennings
Chip Johnson

Daniel Johnson
Lincoln Johnson
Donald Jones*

Mark Jones

Nathan Jones*

Jason Joyce*

Jeff Kaelin

David Kaselaukas

Eric Knight*

Kris Koerber

Isaac Lash

Stephen Lash*

Craig Lazaro*

Kevin & Jan Lipson

lan Lussier

John McCarthy
Michael Melito Lobster Brokers
Steve Miller

Mark Moody

Dan Morris

Jonathan Murphy
Ronald Musetti*

Mitch Nunan*

Brent Oliver

Ladd Olson

Alfred Osgood*

Justin Osgood
Nicholas & Kristin Page
Micah Philbrook*
Galen Plummer*

Alan D & Rebecca Poland
Alan O Poland*

Kristan Porter*

Neal Prescott

Jeff Putnam

Red’s Eats & the Gagnon Family
Bob Richardson

Sam Rosen

Michael Rowan
Nicholas Saunders
Sam Sewell

nt

$1,000- $4,999 contd
Christopher Smith
Scott Smithwick

Craig Sproul

John Stanley*

Garrett Steele

Gary & Jenni Steele
Gary Strout

David A Thomas*
Courtland Tolman
Roxanne Tolman

Mike Tripp

The Vinalhaven School
Town Of Vinalhaven
Seth Walker*

Dennis Warren

Lee Watkinson

Ronald Watkinson
Matthew Weber
James West

Jeff White*

Gregg Whitton

Walter Willey IV

John Williams*

Eben Wilson

Wotton’s Lobster Wharf LLC
York Lobstermen’s Association
Kenneth Young

Gifts $500 - $999

Tyler Bemis

Mark Cheney

Clinton Collamore Sr

DiMillo’s on the Water

Brian Fellows

Mark Fernald

Peter Flanigan

Michael Floyd

Owen Foye*

Raegan Foye*

Adam Gamage

David Gregg*

Town Of Georgetown

Brett Gilliam

Christopher Goodale

Inland Lobster

Island Fishing Gear & Auto Parts

Island Fishermen’s Wives

Stuart Jones

Sam Joy

Kevin Kelley & Dana O’Brien

Nicholas Kennedy

Larry Knapp

J. Edward Knight Insurance
Agency

Kyle Koerber

Jody Leighton

Dr. William Lieber

Shaun McLennan

Ryan Miller

) th It.

$500 - $999 cont'd
Chris Moore

Phillip Morris
Leland Osgood

Bill & Julie Putnam
Thomas & Ann Ramee
Mike Sargant

Ryan Schoppee
Dillon Steele
Gordon Sullivan
Ethan Whitaker
Christopher Wood
Merritt Wotton
Bradley Yeaton

Gifts $300 - $499

Travis Alley

Blue Water Concepts

Vance Bunker

John Clinton

Committee to Elect Paul
LePage

Erik Hansen

Alice Ingraham

Chris Jenness

Donald Jones

Kyle Nichols

Travis O’Brien

Matt Samuels

Charles Tarbox

Gifts $100 - $299
Stephen Alley
Herman Anderson
John Bacon

Barry Baudanza
Robert Bayer
Joanna Bentley
Douglas Blasius
Hugh Bowen
David Brakke

Eric Brazer

Foy Brown Sr
Robert Brown
David Bullwinkle
Patricia Burch
Stephen Burns
Albert Buswell
Keith Clark Distributors
John Clinton
Daniel Clough
Jonathan Coffin
Dan Colacino
Brian Colbeth
Alcyone Coon
Sam Cousens
Douglas Cowan
Eric Davis

Julia Debery

Joey Donnelly
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$100 - $299 cont'd

Warren Dorr IV

Jordan Drouin

George Eliason

Jon Emerson

Andrew Feeney

Thomas Fernald

Spencer Gamage

David Gittens

Alexander Gonzalez

Julia Goodall

Kurt Harrington

Angie Helton

Stephen and Lisa Hewitt

Alice Ingraham

John Jordan

Kathi Jordan

JT Lobster

Roger Kellett

Eugene Kelley

Lewis Kelsey

Spinner Lee

Ken Lemont

Gary Libby

Look Lobster Co.

Jason Ludwig

Nathaniel Lyon

Barbara Malandrino

Mantinicus Isl Recyling

Linnell Mather

Barbara McAdams

Genevieve McDonald

Mark McGoon & Kristin
Bilodeau

Marissa McMahan

Mike Mesko

$100- $299 cont'd

Peter Miller

Arnold Mintz

Barbara Mintz

Linda Molvie

Eleanor Nunan

Robert Oberlander

Travis & Keith Otis

Nick, Andrew & Jack
Pellechia

Jaden Petersdorf

Ben Poland

Janet Pollack

Jeff Putnam

Walter Reitz

Alan Richard

John Rohrer

Steve Rosen

Joseph Salisbury

Gynell Schoppee

Francis Seiders

Ryan Simmons

Bryan Soares

Matt St Cyr

Andrew Taylor

Kate Hotchkiss Taylor

Jonathan B Thomas

Town Of Long Island

Caitlin Trafton

Keith Trefethen

Allan Vitkus

Justin Vyce

Warren’s Lobster House

Richard Wilson

Linda Whitebear

Donald Wright

$100 - $299 contd
Nancy Wynne

Gifts Under $ 100
Nancy Beal

Paulette Bilsky-Phillips
Carla Bryson

Rep. Lydia Crafts
Stephen Christiansen
Edith DiBartolo
Donalee Dolan
William Fahey

Larry Fuhrman
Timothy Hambelton
Greg Havener
Anthony Hooper

Erin House

Alice Ingraham
Elizabeth Jordan
Kate-lyn Knight
Ronald LaChappelle
Holly McCormick
Paul & Elizabeth MacDonald
Chad McGuire

Olivia Myers

George Munson
Jeanne Nash

Willem Nieuwkerk
James O’Connell
Linda & Dana O’Brien
Robert Raudenbush
Robert & Janet Rushton
Gardner Russell Il
Seacoast Threads
Paula Stover

Sue Stultz

Susan & Paul Taylor
William Thurlow

Paul Trommer

Diana Tyler

Gifts Under $100 con't
Wendy Wegner

Shelley Wigglesworth
Donald & Gail Wright
Jimmy Guide Young

7 hank, yﬂa,/

Gifts in Honor

In Memory of Harold Vinal
Jimmy Guide Young

In Memory of Jeff Tolman
Courtland Tolman

In Honor of Jason Joyce
Donald Wright

In Memory of James E Brown
Foy Brown Sr

In Memory of Gordon Murphy
Jonathan Murphy
Stephen Burns

In Memory of Gilbert Sr & Bet-
ty Collamore
Clinton Collamore Sr.

In Memory Of Gene Kelley
Donalee Dolan

Angie Helton

Paul & Elizabeth MacDonald
Linda & Dana O’Brien

Kevin Kelley & Dana O’Brien
Alan Richard

Janet & Robert Rushton
Linda Whitebear

“*'HAT’S THE INC""STRY "*"““TH TO YC*""?

“adollara day”

O O Oo oo o o o0
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CAT MARINE ENGINES | | ="' ™

h - v What does Maine’s Lobster fishery
Tier 3 Commercial Line-up
mean to you?
C71 Co.3

Why isit important to protect and
preserve the lobster fishery?

What are you doing

C7.1 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings: C9.3 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:

280 HP @ 2300 Heavy Duty “B” IN STOCK 375 HP @ 1800 Heavy Duty “B” to be a responsible

350 HP @ 2500 Maximum Continuous Duty “C” IN STOCK 416 HP @ 2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”
400 HP @ 2600 Intermittent Duty “D” IN STOCK 476 HP @ 2300 Intermittent Duty “D”

425 HP @ 2700 Intermittent Duty “D” IN STOCK steward of the the
Cc18 Cc32

ocean?

C18 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
470 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A”
600 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A”
670 HP @ 1800-2100 Heavy Duty “B”
715 HP @ 1800-2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”
803 HP @ 2100 Intermittent Duty “D”
*Tier 4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings:
1,001 BHP @ 2300

C32 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
750 BHP @ 1600-1800
800 BHP @ 1600-1800

1,136 BHP @ 2300

your boat could win great gear

Billings Diesel & Marine Lyman Morse at Wafarer Guy Crudele Repair DePaul Diesel Services, Inc.
U

Service Marine Corporation Gloucester, MA Portsmouth, Al ' from Rugged seas ’ Xtra Tugf

Stonington, ME Camden, ME Sacchetti Marine and Hinckley Yacht Service
Dennis’ Welding & Marine Journey's End Industrial LLC Portsmouth, Rl

Beals, ME Rockland, ME Plymouth, MA Rhode Island Engine
Front Street Shipyard Fairhaven Shipyard & | 1 Power Sy C y. Inc. an more.
Belfast, ME

Marina, Inc. Fairhaven, MA Narrarganserr, R

o
*All T4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings, require qualifications review and approval by CAT Factory. Deadllne August 31 st

*Contact Nick Fawle or Your Authorized Marine Dealer for Tier 4 exemption qualification details.

For Marine Engine Sales, contact Nick Fawle, our new Marine Market Manager.

Nick Fawle at 603-484-5248

Nick_Fawle@miltoncat.com

Milton @ o more deets@ mainelobstermen.org

miltoncat.com

BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES

Jonesboro, ME Portland, ME Thomaston, ME West Bath, ME Wakefield, RI
(207) 434-5791 (800) 244-8727 (800) 426-4526 (855) 840-6027 (401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,
Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering
throughout New England, we are closer to you than
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM
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We’re here for you!

Twin Disc’s MGX series marine transmissions and
QuickShift® controls provide smooth, fast shifting along
with amazing slow-speed control. And the QuickShift®

control head isn’t just another pretty face:
it’s designed to be workboat tough!

Contra Dance with Don Roy Fiddlers
and Bill Olson - Live! for $5

Wednesday, August 3 at 6pm
at the Stonington Ball Field

World Builders
a play by Johnna Adams, directed by Cait Robinson
August 10 - 28 at 7pm
at the Stonington Opera House ™
NORTH ATLANTIC POWER PRODUCTS

15 Continental Drive — Exeter, NH 03833
Call: (888) 460-7419 or (603) 418-0470

Email: djones@glpower.com

Your authorized Twin Disc Distributor for New Englad, New York
& New Jersey

Summer Sing with George Emlen
and Friends - Live! for $5

Wednesday, August 17 at épm
at the Stonington Ball Field

Songwriting Workshop
with Caroline Cotter

Tuesdays: August 2 - 30 at 6pm
at the Stonington Opera House ™

JT o F

T\V\”\W/ A\

Gear Trailering  Boat Stands

Fasteners Tarps Pumps

B
Save The Tate:

COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN
APPRECIATION DAYS!

>~ DOOR PRIZES!  —AUG— //// HAMILTON
\\ TONEAWaYSY Lo / /@ soeao271s  IVIARINE

W / I ™
AN STORRIVET BOATERS' STORE
KITTERY + PORTLAND - ROCKLAND - SEARSPORT - SW HARBOR - JONESPORT

%

=\ - & hamiltonmarine.com
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AQUAMESH®

by Riverdale Mills

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from 0’Hara?

BI.AGK cm] FROZEN IN BOXES
HEHHING FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
POGIES  Foevwsoes
REDFISH  fecueniooss” ™™
HUGKFISH FROZEN IN BOXES

SAI.T 50 LB BAGS

TUNA FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

= QUALITY <
DEPENDABILITY

SINCE 1907

=)=RIVERDALE

1.508.234.8400 | 1.800.762.6374 Rockland, ME 04841 FRESH FROZEN
sales@riverdale.com | www.riverdale.com oharabait.com 207.594.0405  207.542.1856

19 Front Street

/Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine\

If you're selling shellfish, lobsters, crabs, soft-shell clams, periwinkles, scallops, etc.,
you may want to give us a call.

WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!
There's always an advantage with A.C. Inc.

LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!

Buying product from dealers, wharfs, fishermen and harvesters.
ACInc. Beals, ME 04611 207-497-2261
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BUILT THE BEST. BUILT TO LAST. BUILT YOUR WAY.

The Challenges Remain Real s

Just as we were all expecting/hoping to return to normalcy in
our lives (both personally and business-wise) we’re faced with
another wave of pandemic-based problems.

The delays we are experiencing in receiving supplies and
materials continue — and in the meantime, we’re still rebuilding
our workforce and focusing on our customers’ orders.

We’re all in this together and rest assured: we are doing
everything in our power to get back to our normal level of
customer service as soon as possible.

Thank you all for your patience.

We’ve been dedicated to serving you since 1977 ...
and that’s not going to change. That’s a promise.

TE)

MAINE - U.S.A.

Ready Seafood supports
the MLA in its fight

for the future of our industryl!

www.readyseafood.com
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2022 MAINE LOBSTER BOAT RACING

SCHEDULE

18 JUNE * 2 JULY * 24 JULY 20 AUGUST * 15 OCTOBER

Boothbay Harbor Moosabec Reach, Harpswell Long Island Annual Meeting/Awards Banquet

Ashlee Lowery  (207) 808-9230  Beals Island/Jonesport Amanda Peacock (207) 756-3104 Lisa Kimball (207) 332-3968  Robinson’s Wharf, Southport

Roy Fagonde (207) 610-4607 Kristina York (207) 449-7571 Amy Tierney (207) 317-1576  Jon Johansen (207)-223-8846

19 JUNE

Rockland 10 JULY * 13 AUGUST * 21 AUGUST

Nick O’Hara (207) 542-4348  Stonington Winter Harbor Portland All Races:

Mike Mayo (207) 542-1879 Cory McDonald ~ (207) 664-4525  Chris Byers (207) 963-7139 Katie Werner (207) 807-1832 Sign-up 8 to 9 AM
Races Start 10 AM

26 JUNE 17 JULY 14 AUGUST The MLA will be at

Bass Harbor Friendship Merritt Bracket, Pemaquid the races marked Exception: Long Island: Sign up

Colyn Rich (207) 479-7288  Robin Reed (207) 975-9821 Brent Fogg (207) 563-6720 . 10 to 11 AM, Start 12 PM.

Sheila McLain  (207) 677-2100 with an *

MAINE LOBSTER

THE SWEETEST ON EARTH

MARKETING UPDATES

Consumers and seafood buyers are showing increasing interest in sourcing
sustainable products. The MLMC is highlighting the Maine Lobster fishery’s
long history of sustainability through various tactics:

+  Lobsterman Mike Sargent conducted over 20 broadcast media
interviews in one day, resulting in 7839 TV and radio placements in 15
distinct markets and over 25 million impressions.

« MLMC issued an article entitled 'S Reasons to Add Lobster to Summer
Meals’ that appeared over 1,200 times in 900+ markets with almost
5,000 social media engagements.

+ Our new sustainable video series launches in August and through our
paid advertising program will reach discerning consumers across the
country with stories of the industry’s longstanding commitments to
protecting the environment.

wwWw.lobsterfrommaine.com

F1 facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine y twitter.com/lobsterfromme instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!

AQUACULTURE

Atlantic Sea Farms

Liz Johndrow

20 Pomerleau St.

Biddeford, ME 04005
ljohndrow@atlanticseafarms.com
www.atlanticseafarms.com

MLA members can get 25% off order

AUTOMOTIVE

Key Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of
Newcastle

573 Route One

Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.keynewcastle.com

3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.

Weirs GMC Buick

1513 Portland Rd.

Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
info@weirsbuickgmc.com
www.weirsbuickgme.com

Buy a new GMC truck & get a firee
Bullet Liner

BAIT DEALERS

Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217

Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
10% off picked lobster meat

CBS Lobster

52 Union Wharf

Portland, ME 04101 207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com

Channel Fish

370 E. Eagle St.

East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200
admin@channelfish.com
www.channelfish.com

Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA 70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com

Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.

Cape May, NJ 08204
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com

Nor'east Bait LLC

Tom Canino

4 Vacation Dr.

York ME 03909
207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com
https://noreastbait.com

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR

Royal River Boat Repair
Alan Dugas

307 Bayview St
Yarmouth, ME 04096
207-846-9577
alan@royalriverboat.com
www.royalriverboat.com

SW Boatworks

358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@roadrunner.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top

BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICES
Acadia Benefits

Connor and Kevin Kennedy

50 Portland Pier, Ste 301
Portland ME 04101
207-615-0560 (Kevin)
207-822-4385 (Connor)
kkennedy@acadiabenefits.com
www.acdiabenefits.com

ELECTRONICS

Deckhand Elctronic Logbook
Lange Solberg

11 Bellwether Way

Bellingham, WA 98225
888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA
members only! Call for more info.

DuraBrite Inc.

310 Ellington Ave. E
Garden City, NY 11530
201-915-0555
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com

Navroc Marine Electronics
Jason Philbrook

156 New County Rd.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-596-7803
jason@rockbound.net
WWW.Navroc.com

FINANCIAL &INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East

Shannon Weber

615 Minot Ave.

Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com

Machias Savings Bank

4 Center St.

Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com

Twin City Financial Group

Mike Godin

1071 Lisbon St

Lewiston, ME 04240 207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com

Locations in Brunswick, Stonington &
Farmingdale

FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES

Hamilton Marine

with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181

Portland: 774-1772

Jonesport: 497-2778

Kittery: 439-1133
mail@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen

Ketcham Supply Co, Inc
Myron Horzesky

11 Myrtle St

New Bedford, MA 02740
508-997-4787
myron@ketchamsupply.com
www.ketchamsupply.com

Tightlines Tackle

Cody Barter

60 School Street
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944
ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com

Colby & Gale

Matt Poole

154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com

Maine Camp Outfitters

Melissa Daniels

300 Sunset Rd

Sunset, ME 04683 800-560-6090
melissa@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel & promotional
product orders.

HYDRAULICS

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.

28 Route 86

Seabrook, NH 03874

603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com

10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.

Hews Company LLC

190 Rumery St.

South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136

info@ hewsco.com

10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative

2 Union St.

Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

INSURANCE

FA Peabody Insurance
Josh McGuire

254 Main St

Calais, ME 04619
800-759-4478
www.fapeabody.com

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
366 US Route 1

Falmouth, ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL

Atwood Lobster

Travis Thompson

286 Island Rd

Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
www.atwoodlobster.com

Cranberry Isles Fishermen's Coop
PO Box 258

Islesford, ME 04646

207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

D.C. Air and Seafood

258 Newman St.

Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139

Little Bay Lobster Inc.

158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

Luke’s Lobster

84 Industrial Park Rd.

Saco, ME 04072

207-332-0304
ben.mckinney@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

Maine Coast LLC

15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876

RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

Shucks Maine Lobster

150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.

S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

Stonington Lobster Coop

PO Box 87

Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116

Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327

sicoop@tds.net

Cummins

110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com

North Atlantic Power Products
Dan Jones

15 Continental Dr

Exeter, NH 03801

603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com

Power Product Systems
Joel Rumelhart

432 Warren Ave
Portland, ME 04103
207-797-5950
info@powerprodsys.com
www.powerprodsys.com

Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.

Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

Barnacle Billy's

50 & 70 Perkins Cove Rd.
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com

Island Lobster Co.

20 Island Ave

Peaks Island, ME 04108
207-956-7488
ahoy@islandlobsterco.com
www.islandlobsterco.com

TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES

Brooks Trap Mill

Stores in Portland, West Bath,
Jonesboro, and Wakefield, RI
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com

Friendship Trap Company
Locations in Friendship and
Columbia Falls

570 Cushing Rd.

Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com

Sea Rose Trap Co.

9 Digital Dr.

Biddeford, ME 04005 207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY

Vessel Insurance

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG ap-
roved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no

ay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and
more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting Fishing, Marine & Industrial
RG Tax Accounting & Resolution Hamilton Marine
Brunswick, ME -- Free initial consultation and ~ Jonesport, Kittery, Portland, Rockland,
review of previous tax returns. Searsport, Southwest Harbor, ME --
207-607-7118 Discounts available to commercial fishermen.

A uaculture:Pre ared Foods North Atlantic Power Products
q P Exeter NH- 10% discount for all service

repair of twin disc transmissions, 15% off any

Atlantic Sea Farms .
25% off all online orders for MILA members. new MGX series 603-418-0470

See your discount directory for the code or call
207-807-9185

Automotive Fuel & Electricity

Midcoast Solar, LL.C
Key Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep-Ram of New Harbor, ME - 20% off Community
Newcastle o 1 Solar electricity for fishermen, lobstermen,
Neweastle, ME -- 10% discount on all parts aquaculture businesses, and 18% off Commu-
and setvice. $250 additional discount on any nity Solar residential electricity for fishermen,
gew vggnclge after you make your best price lobstermen, and aquaculturists from the Bris-
07-563-5959 tol Community Solar Farm. Subscribers also
receive a $100 local Gift card of their choice,
Weirs Buick - GMC and an invitation to learning tour and celebra-

Arundel ME - Purchase a new GMC and tion party at Pemaquid Beach in the summer

get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card of 2022.207-677-0037
877-861-0070

Gifts
................................................................ Bait.
Maine Camp Outfitters
Nor’east Bait LLC Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and
York, ME -- $1 off per bucket (must show promotional product orders.
current MLA card). 207-752-6775 800-560-6090

Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME -- 10% off all apparel

Boat Builders/Repairs 207-967-4555

SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Hotels

Hampton Inn, Ellsworth — (Ellsworth, ME)

Electronic Equipment Hampton Inn, Downtown-Watetfront —
(Portland, ME)

Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston —
Deckhand Electronic Logbook (Rockland, ME)

Bellingham WA -- Discounts & Specials for Residence Inn by Marriott -

MLA members. Call for more info. Searborouch. ME

888-210-3117 (Scarborough, ME)

L. Discount: Special rates 7for MI.A members and
Durabrite Lights Business Supporters. Please contact the MI1.A

Garden City, NY -- Free Shipping for MLA Jor booking information, or mention MI1.A when
members 201-915-0555 booking.

Navtronics, LL.C

York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150 .
Hydraulics

Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLLA members. 603-474-1914

Hews Company, LL.C

South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136

Lobster & Seafood

Cape Porpoise Lobster
Cape Prpoise, ME — 10% off picked lobster
meat. 800-967-4268

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop

Winter Harbor, ME — 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers

Commercial Fisheries News

Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscrip-
tion rate for $18.75 with MLLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253

National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA -- Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers

Accu Tech Marine Propeller Inc
Dover, NH -- 10% off all services. 603-
617-3626

New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine

propeller, shafting, and related items, sales
& repairs. 508-740-8804

Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services

Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training, 207-338-1603

Museums & Entertainment

Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
membets.

Cross Insurance Arena

Portland, ME --

Special discounts to shows at the Cross Arena
in Portland! Use promo code GFRIEND at
checkout. Order Ey phone, online, or in person
at the box office.

Info at www.mainelobstermen.org

Seacost Tours of Freeport
Freeport, ME -- 15% off tours for
MLA members. Must show MLLA
card. 207-798-2001

Show your MLA card to receive great discounts at these fine businesses!
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TO YOUR HEALTH: Stress, anxiety and moral injury among fishermen

By Monique Coombs

The Maine lobster industry has a long history of sustainability practices and
an ongoing commitment to right whale protections. When these practices and
commitments are called into question, it’s not just a lobsterman’s business that
is impacted — lobstermen are being harmed as well.

Over the past year, the Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association has been part of a
partnership working on a podcast called Fishing Forward. Fishing Forward is
inspired by fishermen, for fishermen, with a focus on health, safety, and stay-
ing shipshape in the commercial fishing industry. It is funded by the Northeast
Center for Occupational Health and Safety and produced by the team at Coastal
Routes Radio at the University of Guelph and Dalhousie University in Canada.
Episodes include topics like sleep and nutrition and feature guests from or-
ganizations such as the Texas Shrimp Association and Newport Fishermen’s
Wives Association.

While working on this project, I have learned many new things about both
commercial fishing and health. One episode in particular has stuck with me
more than all the others — Episode 11: Stress, Anxiety, and Moral Injury. Moral
injury refers to the intense psychological distress which can follow actions, or
the lack of them, which strongly clash with someone’s moral and ethical code.

For example, very often when people become doctors it is because they want
to help other people. Unfortunately, though, over time doctors (and nurses and
physician assistants) find themselves in situations when their desire to do the
right thing is restricted by institutional or systemic constraints that force them
to act in a way that is in conflict with what they feel is morally right. For ex-
ample, being unable to provide someone the medication they need because of
cost, being unable to spend as much time with a patient as they see fit because
of scheduling requirements, or spending more time on paperwork than on im-
portant research can cause intense stress.

Since the 1980s, the term moral injury has been used to describe “an injury to
an individual’s moral conscience and values resulting from an act of perceived
moral transgression, which produces emotional guilt and shame, and in some
cases a sense of betrayal and anger.” So, if a doctor is unable to do what they
think best for a patient because of bureaucratic restrictions, they might suffer
moral injury, especially when it happens repeatedly.

In Episode 11, Dr. Travis Hall, a New York clinical psychologist, explains how
certain medical diagnoses like Post Traumatic Stress Disorder or generalized
anxiety disorder reduce a person’s experience to a medical category, thereby
negating their personal experiences and even alienating them. This limits how
we understand someone’s suffering, and makes it seem as though the problem
is because of the individual rather than the system in which the person exists.

The other thing that is important to note about moral injury, as Hannah
Harrison, Fishing Forward podcast co-host, points out is that it “tends to be
greatest in circumstances where a person has the least amount of power over
the conditions in which they work”

One way that fishermen exert control over their surroundings is to work
harder. Hall talks about his experience working with the farming community:
“Something breaks down, something goes wrong, you might have a week with-
out sleep, but you know your work ethic and resilience and determination will
get you through it. However, with the advent of issues that the farmer exerts no
control over, working harder is no longer a viable solution, and in some ways
contributes to the suffering,” he said.

To be clear, I am not a therapist or psychologist, nor have I studied moral injury
beyond research for my own understanding. When I first heard about moral
injury, and then continued to read about it, however, its pertinence to the com-
mercial fishing industry was obvious to me.

In a 2019 video from the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative, lobsterman
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Dwight Carver says, “None of us want to
harm a right whale. That would be one
of the saddest days of my life to come
upon that” Despite many lobstermen
feeling similarly, and despite the Maine
lobster fishery’s minimal risk to right
whales, NMFS’s ten-year whale plan re-
quires the Maine lobster fishery to re-
duce its risk by 98%, an untenable goal
The plan will end the Maine lobster fish-
ery but won't save right whales.

Many Maine lobstermen say they are
feeling burnt out about this issue, but
it is not burnout. Burnout implies that
a person feels overwhelmed because of
their position and actions taken about a
topic. Moral injury shifts the focus: the
system is the issue.

Monique Coombs is director
of community programs at

the Maine Coast Fishermen'’s
Association. M. Coombs photo.

Reframing this issue is important for the health and well-being of Maine lob-
stermen who care about marine species, who value a strong work ethic, and
who have for generations been successfully conserving the lobster resource.
Being a fisherman for most is not just a career but a way of life, fundamental to
their identity. The right whale issue creates stress and a toxic atmosphere for
fishermen who feel scapegoated and vilified, despite their lifelong dedication
and commitment to the sea.

It's hard to identify a solution to this problem. The commercial fishing industry
is the seventh most regulated industry in the United States, with 13,218 restric-
tions as of 2014. That’s more than oil and gas extraction (11,955 restrictions)
and pharmaceutical and medicine manufacturing (11,505 restrictions).

Thinking about further restrictions is incredibly overwhelming to lobstermen.
The reactions and emotions Maine lobstermen are having are completely valid
and, as pointed out in the Fishing Forward podcast, are not going to be managed
away with deep breathing and yoga.

Yet as Hall noted “Understanding that these events have a name — moral inju-
ries — and that they can deeply affect fishermen seems like a good first step in
addressing them.”
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Biop continued from page 1

juncture do not dictate that it must immediately shutter the American lob-
ster fishery; indeed, it is cognizant of what a weighty blow that would inflict”
Instead, the Court has requested that the parties submit additional briefs for
consideration before it decides on next steps.

The judge granted three of the environmental groups’ six claims as the basis
of invalidating the 2021 Biop and Final Rule. First, NMFS did not make a valid
“negligible impact” finding under the MMPA that any

The MLA lawsuit challenges the arbitrary fashion in which NMFS has treated
science throughout the BiOp and rulemaking process. It also objects to NMFS’s
unsupported finding that the lobster fishery is harming right whales in viola-
tion of the law. The MLA believes that NMFS has overestimated the lobster
industry’s risk to right whales.

The MLA’ lawsuit describes how NMFS cherry-picked the science, often using

incidental take from the fishery will not adversely af-
fect right whales. Second, NMFS did not issue a legal
Incidental Take Statement (ITS) in the Biop, which
is required for the lobster fishery to operate. Third,
NMES did not reduce right whale mortality and seri-
ous injury to below potential biological removal (PBR)
PBR within six months of implementing the Final
Rule, which is required under the MMPA.

The judge wrote, “The crux of the problem is that
the 2021 BiOp projects that in the coming years the
American lobster fishery will continue to potentially
kill and seriously injure North Atlantic right whales at
over three times the sustainable rate. This is expected to
occur even after the implementation of the 2021 Final
Rule amending the ALWTRP [Atlantic Right Whale
Take Reduction Plan] and even though zero lethal take
is authorized. ... The Court also finds that the 2021 Final
Rule did not attempt to meet the take-reduction meas-
ures that it was obligated to under the MMPA within
the required timeline. The Court therefore declares the
2021 BiOp and 2021 Final Rule invalid.”

The judge noted that “the Court recognizes that
this[ruling] may seem a severe result for the lobster
industry and NMFS. But no actor here — neither the
Court nor the Service — operates free from the strict
requirements imposed by the MMPA and ESA”

MLA photo.

Senior attorney for plaintiff Defenders of Wildlife Jane Davenport said “[t]
he court’s decision recognizes what [NMFS] has ignored for decades — that
Congress clearly intended to protect right whales from the lobster gear entan-
glements that are driving the species toward extinction just as surely as whal-
ing nearly did.”

After the July court ruling, even more is rid-

ing on the MLAS legal case against NMFS.

Many thanks to these fine businesses,
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unsupported assumptions, to justify its mandate for
Maine’s lobster fishery to reduce its already minimal
risk to right whales by 98%. MLA claims that NMFS
also wholly neglected mandatory legal requirements
to assess the economic and social costs of their ac-
tions. The Court acknowledged that, after further
review, NMFS may find “that projected take [of en-
dangered whales] is in fact lower than originally es-
timated.”

MLASs executive director Patrice McCarron noted
that, “This is precisely why MLA filed its own lawsuit
against NMFS. The Court’s ruling in the environmen-
tal groups’ case is based on flawed assumptions and
inflated hypothetical estimates that are unsupported
by the agency’s own data. These are issues that MLA
believes the court must direct the agency to examine
rigorously.”

The MLA is encouraged that the Court is “[c]ogni-
zant of the potential effects of this ruling on the lob-
ster industry — and on the economies of Maine and
Massachusetts™ and that in coastal Maine, “the lob-
ster supply chain has an economic impact. .. of $1 bil-
lion annually” and benefits numerous fishermen and
their families.

“We are encouraged that the Court has not shut down
the lobster fishery and will hear from all of the parties
before it makes any decisions about the future of the
lobster fishery; stated McCarron.

The Court schedule for parties to submit briefs on how to resolve this case
starts in mid-August and ends in late October. A decision would be forthcom-
ing after that.
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www.newenglandmarine.com
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LOBSTERMEN DIVERSIFYING THROUGH KELP AQUACULTURE

By Melissa Waterman

Brown and glistening, curled at the edges, more than eight feet in length — who
would think that a fresh strand of sugar kelp grown during the winter could be
such a money maker for Maine lobstermen?

Yet it is.

13,000 feet of rope can potentially bring in between $20,000 to $57,000 at har-
vest time.

Lobstermen contracting with Atlantic Sea Farms receive the seeded rope, as-
sistance with the design and layout of the farm, and help throughout the sea-
son. Because lobstermen typically already have equipment such as a boat and
buoys, start-up costs tend to be lower for them than for those who have never
worked on the water before. Atlantic Sea Farms guaran-

Kelp harvests in Maine are up due to the growth of small,
individually owned kelp farms, many of them operated by
lobstermen. The kelp, which is seeded and grows during
the winter, provides an additional source of income for
some lobstermen, many of whom fish principally in the
summer and fall months. And it has the added ecologi-
cal benefit of drawing dissolved carbon dioxide out of an
increasingly warm and acidic Gulf of Maine.

Kelp farming is not difficult for lobstermen like Greg
Morris of Port Clyde or Steve Train of Long Island, two
of the lobstermen growing the algae for the Biddeford-
based company, Atlantic Sea Farms. Lobstermen have
the vessels and knowledge of the sea to transition into
this form of aquaculture easily after their traps are hauled
for the year. As Sebastian Belle, executive director of the
Maine Aquaculture Association, said in a recent article,
“Maine has the ability to grow a lot of kelp along its highly
indented and well flushed coast. The question is, who
wants to buy it?”

Atlantic Sea Farms does. Since 2018, when Briana Warner
became CEO, the company has increased its purchase of
kelp from 30,000 pounds a year to one million pounds in
2021. 1t now works with 27 contracted farmers to grow two
types of kelp, sugar kelp and skinny kelp. In a very short
time, the company has helped turn Maine into the nation’s
top producer of seaweed.

tastemaker.com.

To grow kelp, one sets an array of horizontal ropes seeded with kelp spore
about seven feet below the water’s surface in late fall. The ropes are held in
place by a web of surface moorings in an area leased from the state. Over the
winter months the kelp grows and lengthens and is harvested in the spring.
Kelp grows between three to eight pounds per foot of line. A farm of about

With their on-the-water knowledge,
lobstermen are finding kelp

aquaculture a sound winter
business. Photo courtesy of

tees each lobsterman that the company will buy however
much kelp is grown each spring,

While the kelp is growing, it is also providing a valuable
environmental service. Nichole Price, senior research sci-
entist and director of the Center for Seafood Solutions at
Bigelow Laboratory in East Boothbay, has found that sug-
ar kelp is extremely efficient at absorbing dissolved car-
bon dioxide. Higher levels of carbon dioxide in salt water
increases the acidity of the water, which in turn affects
the ability of shellfish to grow and maintain their calci-
um shells. Sugar kelp’s absorption ability is so great that
it creates a low acidification zone in the area in which it
grows, termed “the halo effect”

With abundant supply and eager contractors among
lobstermen, Atlantic Sea Farms is now finding ways to
take nutritionally dense kelp in new market directions.
It recently opened a new 27,000-square-foot facility in
Biddeford for its kelp seed nursery and production work.
It developed a flash-freeze process for the kelp that al-
lows it to sell fresh, rather than dried kelp, to restaurants
and other businesses, and now offers blanched, shred-
ded, pureed, powdered, fermented, and whole-leaf raw
kelp products. Atlantic Sea Farms also produces its own
products, such as fermented seaweed salad, a seaweed
kimchi, and most recently, cranberry and wild blueberry
kelp cubes that can be used as ingredients in smoothies.

Diversity is the key to survival when you work on the coast of Maine, a lesson
the lobstering community knows well. Kelp farming is one route to increased
economic security taken by a growing number of lobstermen in the state.
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SEAFOOD PROCESSORS, DEALERS RECEIVE MORE THAN $15
MILLION IN AID

More than $15 million was awarded earlier this summer to 107 Maine sea-
food dealers and processors to help increase the supply of Maine-harvested
seafood, strengthen their ability to deliver to markets, and create and sustain
jobs throughout Maine’s seafood industry. Businesses in every coastal county
received awards, with more than half the awards above $115,000. The funds
were made available as competitive grants through the Seafood Dealer and
Processor COVID-19 Response and Resilience Program (SDPP) established
by the Governor’s Maine Jobs and Recovery Plan. The program uses $10 mil-
lion from the Governor’s Jobs Plan, $5 million from the federal Consolidated
Appropriations Act, and $850,000 from the USDA Seafood Processors Pandemic
Response and Safety Block Grant Program. The Maine Technology Institute ad-
ministered the program on behalf of the Maine Department of Marine Resources.

FEDERAL FUNDS POSSIBLE TO HELP MAINE LOBSTERMEN

If approved by Congress, Maine’s lobster industry could receive a majority
of the $14 million to cover costs incurred by lobstermen complying with the
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan in 2023. The funds would be appor-
tioned among lobstering states through the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission. Funds may be used to cover costs of gear modification, configura-
tion and marking, in both federal and state waters. These funds are in addition
to the $17 million slated to support the lobster industry in 2022, which includes
$10 million to offset cost of compliance with new whale rules, $4million to cov-
er costs of new electronic trackers for federal lobster boats, and $3 million for
research and outreach.

REPORT FINDS LACK OF ACCOUNTING OF WIND PROJECTS' COSTS

A report on the threats posed to commercial fishing by offshore wind was re-
leased in July after an offshore wind conference held in Boston in May. The
report, “Offshore Wind and New England Fishermen in the Gulf of Maine”
was compiled by the Massachusetts Fishermen’s Partnership, Massachusetts
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MLA executive director
Patrice McCarron
addressed the Portland
Rotary Club in July. Her
presentation on the right
whale issue prompted
numerous questions from
the audience, many of whom
expressed their worries
about the lobster fisherys
future. MLA photo.

Seafood Collaborative, Northeast Seafood Coalition, and the Responsible
Offshore Development Alliance. According to the report, multinational com-
panies are fast-tracking offshore wind energy lease bids. In addition, the report
found limited transparency in the lease process and that input from fisheries
stakeholders has been ignored. “There has been no true accounting for the
environmental, ecological, economic, or navigational concerns we have raised,
nor have there been any robust studies or serious reports on those matters,” the
report states.

NEW WHALE-SAFE GEAR MANDATES IN 2023 FOR P.E.I.

Lobstermen on Prince Edward Island will be using different lobstering gear
when they start their spring season in 2023. The gear includes ropes designed
to break more easily so endangered whales won't become entangled if they
swim into them. The new requirements are causing some grumblings in the
island’s fishing community. Lobstermen are concerned about the gear’s safety,
the possibility of losses, and the cost to replace existing gear.

LOBSTER CENTER OPENS IN SHEDIAC, NEW BRUNSWICK

The Homarus Centre in
Shediac, N.B., opened to the
public in July. The new Centre
offers an immersive experi-
ence into the world of the
Northumberland Strait ma-
rine ecosystem. Visitors to the
center can learn all about lob-
ster, from its biology to its glob-
al reach, in addition to facts
about the local ecosystem and
the fishery's sustainability. The new centre is part of the Maritime Fishermen's
Union and complements Shediac's stature as a major lobstering port.

Photo courtesy of CBC.
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< More details on all of these events can be found online at www.mainelobstermen.org )

August 1-4
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
summer meeting, Alexandria, VA.

August 3-7
Maine Lobster Festival, free, Rockland.

August 4

SBA Small Entity Virtual Roundtable to discuss
BOEM’s Draft Fisheries Mitigation Guidance,
August 4th, 2-3 p.m. RSVP to Prianka.sharma@
sba.gov.

August 7
Save Maine Lobstermen fundraiser, 3-6 p.m.,
Brady’s restaurant, Boothbay Harbor.

August 8
Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association event and
auction, 6-9 p.m., Port Clyde Grange.

August 10

Comments due on NMFS’s proposal to re-

quire Vessel Trip Reports (VTRs) for federal
lobster vessels by 2023. Submit comments at
https://www.regulations.gov and enter “NOAA-
NMFS-2022-0032" in the Search box. Click on
the “Comment” icon, complete the required
fields, and enter or attach your comments. FMI:
Allison Murphy at 978-281-9122.

August 13
Winter Harbor lobster boat races.

August 14
Merritt Brackett lobster boat races, Pemaquid.

August 18

ASMFC Northern Shrimp Section, 9 a.m. to

1 p.m, the Westin Portland Harborview. FMI:
www.asmyjc.org.

August 20
Long Island lobster boat races.

August 21
Portland lobster boat races.

August 22

Comments due on BOEM’s draft Fisheries
Mitigation Guidancee. Comments can be
submitted via regulations.gov under Docket
number BOEM-2022-0033.

September 14
Shellfish Advisory Council meeting, 1 p.m.,
DMR office, Augusta.

September 20
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative board
meeting, TBA.

September 21
Maine Offshore Wind Roadmap Advisory
Committee Meeting , 9 a.m-noon, virtual meet-

ing.

September 27-29
New England Fishery Management Council
meeting, Gloucester, MA.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK OF DR. JIM ACHESON

Dr. Jim Acheson, retired University of Maine professor and author of the 7xe
Lobster Gangs of Maine, passed away in late June. The Lobster Gangs of Maine is
an illuminating study of the modern lobster fishery made intimate by featuring

some of Maine’s local lobster families. His work gave
the world insight into the fishery and way of life.

Jim wrote, “My own work has underlined the fact that
the Maine lobster industry is one of the most success-
ful co-management systems in the world. I think it is
important to monitor the problems and progress of
this system. If it succeeds, it is important to know what
problems it encountered and how they were over-
come. If it fails, it is important to know why if others
are to avoid a similar fate.”

He passed away unexpectedly at Maine Medical Center
after facing Parkinson’s disease for several years with
strength and resilience. His wife of 50 years, Ann, and
several other family members were by his side.

Jim was born May 2, 1938 in Dover, NH. His family
moved to Maine when he was three months old, even-
tually settling in Augusta where Jim and his four broth-
ers grew up. His father was in the hotel business and

came to own eight hotels in Maine and New Hampshire, including the Augusta
House. Jim lived and worked in several of these hotels during the first 22 years

of his life, instilling in him a strong work ethic.

Photo courtesy of the Portland Press Herald.

He received his Bachelor’s degree from Colby College in 1962, majoring in
biology and sociology, and his Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of
Rochester in 1970. During this time, he also served in the Coast Guard Reserve

(1960-1965).

Jim was a faculty member at the University of
Maine from 1968-2013, with a joint appointment in
Anthropology and the School of Marine Sciences. He
served as chair of the Anthropology Department and
as coordinator of the Marine Policy program. He also
had visiting appointments at the National Marine
Fisheries Service in Washington, D.C. and at several
other academic institutions.

He is best known for his work with the Maine lobster
industry and its system of self-governance. His lobster
industry research had important practical as well as
theoretical impacts. In the early 1990s, Jim was inte-
gral in the establishment of a co-management system
in Maine between the government and the fishing in-
dustry that has become a national and international
model.

Jim was an eminent, internationally-recognized schol-

ar who authored over 90 articles in professional journals, along with five books,
including 7he Lobster Gangs of Maine (1988) and Capturing the Commons:

Devising Institutions to Manage the Maine Lobster Industry (2004).
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THE MAINE LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION, AT THE RACES!

The Maine Lobstermen's Association went to the Maine lobster boat races this summer, spreading the
word about the Association’s efforts to protect the fishery from NMFS's flawed ten-year whale plan.
While the threat from NMFS is serious, the races were not. We met lobstermen and their families
enjoying the roar of the boats and the fun of being together. Look for us this month in Winter Harbor
and Long Island! MLA photos.

MLA board member Bobby Ingalls
catches up with Mr. Moody in
Jonesport.

Setting off for the starting line
under clear skies.

Lobster boat racers’ welcome in
Boothbay Harbor.

Por t Clyde Fisherman’s Co-op

18 Lobster Pound Rd.,

Port Clyde, ME, 04855
Beals Jonesport Co-op o 20;’.36;2-8065
3 Wharf St.

Jonesport, ME 04649 info@midcoastfishermen.org
207-497-2020

Maine Fishermen’s Co-operatives

Since 1947, organized for Maine's fishermen,

by Maine’s fishermen.
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