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LOBSTERMEN FRUSTRATED BY NEW GEAR REGULATION REQUIREMENTS

By Melissa Waterman

Any fisherman will tell you that before heading
to sea with new equipment, it’s best to test it out.
You don't want to be miles from shore when some-
thing essential goes bad. Maine lobstermen are
using new gear for the first time this year, specifi-
cally weak links and weak rope designed to break at
1,700 pounds of pressure.

“I tested five links from Brooks Trap,” said South
Thomaston lobsterman David Cousens. “I tied each
to a tree and pulled it with my truck. Two out of five
shattered. Some pieces stayed with the rope and
others went flying. One piece dented the tailgate of
my brand-new truck”

Matt Gilley of Cundy’s Harbor, on the other hand,
found that it was the rope, not the link, that gave.
“I tied one of the Seaside links to a tree. I used 3/8”
rope with the splices. The brand-new rope parted,
not the link;” he said. “When a rope parts above the
water, it whiplashes. That will definitely wake you
up, better than a cup of coffee”

Lobstermen are trying their best to comply with
the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) new
right whale protection regulations that went into

Photo by M. Philbrook.

effect on May 1. But throughout this past month lob-
stermen still struggled to purchase the weak links;
and many who have purchased the available weak
rope have expressed disgust with the quality of the
products available.

Stephen Brooks at Brooks Trap Mill in Thomaston
has been in the thick of the weak link world for some
months now. His company partnered with Maine
Mold and Machine Company to design and produce
a weak link for lobstermen which complies with
NMFS’s standards.

“We've modified it four times, Brooks said. “In the
original link the slot wasn’t large enough for a variety
of ropes”

Each Maine Mold weak link is imprinted with the
word “TOP” to indicate which end of the link should
be facing upward. The top end is slightly thinner than
the bottom, so that it should break first when en-
countering 1,700 pounds of pressure. The thicker end
should be facing downward, toward the water, so that
if the link breaks it drops away from the person at the
hauler. And that may give lobstermen a slight safety
advantage when the break comes.

Continued on page 5

Proud donor to

Save Maine Lobstermen

www.readyseafood.com
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THE SEASON OF FUN RETURNS

TO THE COAST

By MLA staff

Inside
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COASTAL OUTLOOK
Thoughts from the MLCA president

This summer, after nearly
three years of absence
due to the COVID pan-
demic, Maine’s maritime
festivals return to the de-
light of summer visitors
and residents alike. The
many events showcase
the state’s traditional and
contemporary  connec-
tions to the Gulf of Maine
and to its rich and diverse
resources. We highlight
here just a few of the festi-
vals coming up during the
summer months.

Launch!

Launch! A Maritime Festival will feature fresh local seafood,
nautical history, and an array of events at locations throughout
Kennebunk, Kennebunkport, and Arundel from June 15 to 19.
Organized by the Kennebunk, Kennebunkport, Arundel Chamber
of Commerce, a portion of the proceeds raised during a “Claws for
a Cause” event on the Kennebunk Green on Saturday, June 18th
will be donated to the Maine Lobstermen’s Associations “Save
Maine Lobstermen” campaign. https://gokennebunks.com/launch/

Continued on page 24

The Great International
Lobster Crate Race will

happen again this summer
in Rockland. MLF photo.
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C OA S TA L O U T LO O K Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

“We are doing it because we have to.”

It's a common refrain among Maine lobstermen as they
face a season lobstering with new weak links and weak
rope designed to break at 1,700 pounds to allow right
whales to free themselves in the rare event the encounter
Maine lobster gear. Many lobstermen have had a hard time
actually purchasing the new rope and weak links. Others
are deeply concerned about the danger the gear poses to
them and their crew if the links and rope break unpredict-
ably while hauling. Some have found that the weak links
pass through the hauler only to snap and break at the davit.
Others have had no difficulty with the new links. In this is-
sue of Landings we ask lobstermen throughout the coast
what their experiences have been thus far.

Craig Stewart, a Long Island lobsterman, writes in a let-
ter first published in the Ellsworth American that Maine
lobstermen have made significant efforts over the years
to protect right whales in the Gulf of Maine. Beginning in
1997, when the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan
was first implemented, lobstermen have made dramat-
ic changes in how they fish to reduce the chances of any
whale being harmed by Maine lobster gear. “These meas-
ures have worked,” Stewart writes. “There has not been a
documented right whale entanglement in Maine lobster
gear in nearly 20 years and Maine lobster gear has never
been known to kill a right whale.” In a fishery that is very
diverse in terms of boat sizes, currents and tides, and sea-
floor characteristics, the latest round of gear regulations,
applied uniformly across the entire Maine coast, will pose
safety issues for fishermen, notes Stewart.

On another front, the Bureau of Offshore Energy
Management (BOEM) announced late last year that the
Gulf of Maine will be the site of offshore lease sales by mid-
2024. That announcement, coupled with Governor Janet
Mills” intent to construct a wind energy research array in
federal waters off southern Maine, has brought wind ener-
gy development front and center in lobsterman’s minds. In
May, BOEM’s Gulf of Maine Intergovernmental Renewable
Energy Task Force met to discuss the planning process
for commercial wind energy leasing in the Gulf of Maine.
Prior to the meeting, 18 conservation and environmental
groups from Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Maine
signed a letter calling for a rigorous review of the potential
effects of offshore wind farms on Gulf of Maine ecosystems
and fisheries to be completed before specific wind lease
sites are proposed. BOEM will soon publish a Request for
Information as its first step in narrowing which areas of the
Gulf of Maine will be considered for offshore wind leases.

In a commentary first published in the Portland Press
Herald, Ben Martens from the Maine Coast Fishermen’s
Association and Sean Mahoney from the Conservation
Law Foundation called on BOEM to do a better job assess-
ing environmental impacts from offshore wind energy pro-
jects before deciding upon lease areas. “Waiting to conduct
a comprehensive review of the full scope of potential eco-
nomic and environmental impacts [through the National

Environmental Policy Act, NEPA] is, quite simply, back-
ward,” they write.

Also in May, NMFS convened the Take Reduction Team
(TRT) to develop recommendations to reduce risk by 90%
from gillnet and trap/pot fisheries not included in the May
2022 whale rules. NMFS’s risk assessment model, called
the Decision Support Tool (DST), originally developed to
assess risk to right whales from the Northeast lobster and
Jonah crab fisheries, was redesigned to assess the risk of
all fixed gear fisheries along the Atlantic coast. During the
meeting, however, the DST model was not able to pro-
vide consistently reliable risk reduction results, and due to
server issues, was limited in the number of risk reduction
proposals that could be assessed. Unable to provide TRT
members estimates of risk reduction from various man-
agement approaches, NMFS now plans to make further
refinements to the model and reconvene the TRT to com-
plete this work over the summer. NMFS will then immedi-
ately turn its attention to increasing risk reductions from
the lobster industry to 90% due to the continued decline of
the right whale population.

The net effect of these pressures on the lobster fishery
concern many who value the fishery as the foundation of
Maine’s working waterfront. If the Maine lobster fishery
shrinks dramatically, the 25 or so miles of working wa-
terfront left in the state will shrink as well. Jeff White, a
York lobsterman, provides his opinion this month on the
net effect the new whale rules and the constant erosion
of working waterfront properties into residential or com-
mercial uses.

On a different subject, Maine lobstermen are the first to
acknowledge that today’s fishing involves a lot of plastic,
from bait barrels to lobster crates and totes. Where once
the traps and buoys were made of wood, now metal and
plastic dominate. This summer two aquaculture proprie-
tors will be testing something altogether new — buoys
made of mushrooms. The innovative buoys are composed
of a material called MycoBond, a strong, lightweight and
buoyant substance created by mushroom roots called my-
celium. The MycoBond material is noteworthy because
it will decompose in a compost pile or garden when no
longer needed. Painted with a biodegradable, non-toxic
coating, the buoys could be an alternative to the common
plastic foam buoys used throughout New England.

Finally, what is summer in Maine without its traditional
array of festivals? After a two-year hiatus, many of these
fun-filled events are returing with gusto this year. From the
new Maine Oyster Festival in Freeport to the 75th Maine
Lobster Festival in Rockland, residents and visitors can
look forward to enjoying the best of Maine’s maritime tra-
ditions and delicacies once again this summer.

Thanks for reading and we look forward to your thoughts
about next month’s issue.

Stay informed. Subscribe to Landings.
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GUEST COLUMN: Maine lobstermen deserve credit for two decades of effort

By Craig Stewart
First published May 6 in the Ellsworth American

In a recent column, “The Maine lobster industry is overlooking weak sleeves”
[April 22, 2022], a right whale activist alleged that lobstermen are intention-
ally ignoring a simple solution to make Maines lobster fishery safer for right
whales. That is simply not true. Just as I wouldn’t go to a dentist for back sur-
gery, I urge you not to believe someone who

other buoy line modifications beginning in 2005. And the MLA purchased and
distributed two sizes of “weak sleeves” to lobstermen in 2018 to test the viabil-
ity of this gear modification in the Maine lobster fishery.

I personally tested these weak sleeves and suffered some gear loss as a result.

It is important to understand that the Maine lobster fishery is extremely di-
verse. Our boats, gear and local fishing conditions vary dramatically along the
entire coast. One solution will not work for

clearly has not taken the time to understand
the great lengths lobstermen have gone to to
help save the endangered right whale. I want
to present the other side of the story.

Maine lobstermen have been at the forefront
of right whale conservation and research ef-
forts for the last 25 years. We have removed
30,000 miles of rope from the water by taking
out buoy lines and using rope that sinks be-
tween our traps. We rig our gear so that there
is never rope floating on the surface where
a right whale might feed, we've added weak
links to our buoy lines so whales can break
free and added unique marks to our buoy
lines so we know if Maine lobster gear is re-
sponsible for an entanglement.

These measures have worked. There has not
been a documented right whale entangle-
ment in Maine lobster gear in nearly 20 years and Maine lobster gear has never
been known to kill a right whale.

Yet, on May 1, the federal government imposed a whole new set of gear chang-
es. Rather than shun responsibility as the author states, Maine lobstermen,
the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) and the state of Maine have been
working hard to ensure the industry complies with these rules.

In fact, the MLA has been on the front lines of developing whale-safe gear for
more than a decade. Maine lobstermen worked with federal scientists to de-
velop the 600-pound weak link, which we have fished below our buoys since
2001. The MLA worked with researchers and lobstermen to test weak rope and

Time and again lobstermen have changed how they fish in

order to protect right whales and continue to do so today.
MLA photo.

all, and it is imperative that lobstermen are
able to choose gear that will allow them
to safely and reliably haul their traps and,
most important, make it home alive. I can
tell you from personal experience that you
do not want to be on deck when a buoy line
snaps while gear is being hauled. It is up to
each lobsterman to decide the safest way
to weaken buoy lines — they may choose
a plastic weak link, a manufactured weak
rope or weak sleeves (which are available
for purchase in Maine at Hamilton Marine).

As the federal government itself acknowl-
edged when it recently delayed enforce-
ment of the May 1 rule, “unanticipated sup-
ply chain delays are preventing some of the
fleet from fully coming into compliance ...
New England fishermen have been in the
forefront of efforts to design weak rope and weak inserts. Nearly every weak
rope and weak insert that has been approved for use under the new regulations
was designed by, or developed in collaboration with, fishermen.

No lobsterman would ever want to harm a whale. Rather than blaming lobster-
men for wanting to do what works best for their business, the writer would be
better served to work with the industry and to recognize that Maine lobster-
men have been stewards of our ocean for more than a century and have done
everything the government has asked of us for more than 20 years to success-
fully reduce our already minimal risk to the right whale.

Craig Stewart fishes from Long Island.
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GUEST COLUMN: What will the coast feel like if lobstering is gone?

By Jeff White

What would the coast of Maine look like
without the lobster fishery? The answer is
not going to be short.

Just to be sure all readers are up to speed,
the Maine lobster fishery is under attack.
Specifically, it is being forced to pony up
millions of dollars to defend its very ex-
istence against an arbitrary number, the
number Zero.

The North Atlantic right whale popula-
tion is in trouble. After years of whaling,
the population sank. Right now the whale
is considered endangered under federal
law. The number of right whales that can
be harmed by human activities is effec-
tively Zero.

Jeff White fishes from York.

MLA photo.

Facing multiple lawsuits, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has in-
sisted that the Northeast lobster industry reduce its RISK of whale entangle-
ments by 98% by 2030.

Here’s the rub. During the past 20 years, ever since the Maine lobster fishery
was forced to make gear modifications to reduce risk to right whales, there have
been no mortalities associated with Maine lobster gear.

The environmental groups are giving lobstermen both barrels, but what is really
going on? The shipping industry, which is responsible for multiple right whale
deaths, just keeps chugging along. Worse than that, the international energy
corporations promoting offshore wind farms actually have both NMFS’s and
environmental organizations’ blessing to harass and harm marine mammals
while testing the bottom for appropriate installation sites.

It doesn’t make sense to me.

The Maine Coastal Program estimates there’s maybe 25 miles of working water-
front left in Maine, most of it associated with the lobster fishery. Those places
generate about $3 billion for Maine’s economy. That money moves into the local

Novabraid South Shore Link

And Other Fine Ropes Available Now

Compliant with Federal and State regulations for break
strength reduction to 1700 Ibs. on vertical lines

< Sizes available: 3/8”, 14", 5/8”

Available at these fine gear suppliers:

Hamilton Marine www.hamiltonmarine.com

Brooks Trap Mill www.brookstrapmill.com

New England Marine and Industrial www.newenglandmarine.com

Ketcham Traps www.ketchamsupply.com

The importance of the lobster fishery to the character of Maine's coast

cannot be understated. What will be left if the lobstermen are gone?
Island Institute photo.

economy as lobstermen buy trucks, food, bait, equipment, pay property taxes
and so forth.

Lots of towns, like Boothbay Harbor, Rockland, and York, were looking at wa-
terfront properties flipping from commercial use to residential use even before
all the COVID escapees moved to Maine. Now federal regulations are putting
more pressure on lobstermen to get out of the fishery altogether and where
will that leave the working waterfront?

What will the coast look like if lobstermen disappear? There will be lobsters,
you can bet on that. But they will be the products oflarge corporations, not the
product of our diverse fleet of independent fishermen. Here and there up the
coast there will be ginormous lobster pounds with guarded gates. The Maine
coast will be a wall of condominiums and McMansions stacked one upon an-
other. Think about nearly any other coastal town around the country, all those
other “once was” places. That’s what we are looking at in the future if the lob-
ster fishery goes.

While writing, it occurred to me it might be good to open a kind of forum as far
as what folks would miss most if the worst was to happen.

Here's what I already miss:
1. The smell of a general store.

2. A parking lot full of flatbed ¥%-ton pickups at daylight full of lobstermen
trying to talk themselves in or out of going.

3. Little wooden model fishing boats made by someone local for sale at res-
taurant gift shops.

4, Salt cod in the soda cooler.

5. That nice lobsterman from Southport who my father talked into taking us
out to haul for a day when I was 6. You changed my life.

A familiar sight throughout most of the Maine coast, lobster boats and
lobstermen are the foundation of a particular way of life grown scarce

in other parts of New England and the country. When the lobstermen
disappear, so does that way of life. Photo by R. Barber.
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Weak links continued from page 1

“For every action there’s a reaction,”
Brooks said, referring to the great
pressure the link experiences before
breaking. “With any test I've run, the
links don’t always break at the same
strength every time. When it breaks,
you do not want to get hit by it

Brooks Trap has taken the weak link
safety issue so seriously that the
company has printed a poster telling
lobstermen that when hauling any
weak link, safety glasses are strongly
recommended. Stephen Brooks even
narrated a video explaining clearly
how to use the Maine Mold weak link
to minimize possible injuries should
the link break.

According to Brooks, the Maine Mold
weak link goes through haulers with-
out much trouble. He's more con-
cerned about what shape the weak
link is in at the end of a long season.
“We don't know what kind of wear
will happen. We don’t know if it can
withstand steady chaffing and not get below 1,700 pounds. No one know what
these things will look like in a year;” he said.

Brooks Trap printed a safety

sheet applicable to all weak
links. Brooks Trap photo.

In Cundy’s Harbor, Matt Gilley isn’t too pleased with his weak links. He first
rigged 150 traps with the Plante weak links using a lazy man tuck. He estimates
it took about 12 hours over two-and-a-half days to get them inserted, only to
get news that Plante was recalling those links because imperfections in the
material. “So I had to take them all apart and do them again. Probably 30 to 40
hours in total,” he grumbled.

Kennebunk lobsterman Laurin Brooks has tried them all — weak links, rope,
and the South Shore sleeve developed in Massachusetts. “I'd say the links are
the way to go,” he said. He first used 1,400-pound breaking strength rope and
was not happy. “It unlays and chaffs up. It unspins like spaghetti,” Brooks said.

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

Lobster Bands

We carry:
Shedder
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo

Riverdale/Aquamesh Trap Wire
- Inventory of trap wire in store
- Variety of sizes and colors available
- Some trap kits in stock
- Order any size trap kits you may need

BUOYS:
Perone
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway

Boots:
Guy Cotten
Xtratuff
Muck Boots
Servus
Grundens

Rain Gear:
Guy Cotten
Grundens
Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear

294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

“I towed my truck with it and it didn't
break” He had rigged 25 traps and
plans to take the rope out of all of
them.

He used the South Shore sleeve in
2021 and found it “horrible” Brooks
inserted the two lines into the sleeve,
which acts like a Chinese finger trap.
After hauling, he found that the sleeve
had stretched and would not stay tight
against the lines. He ended up wrap-
ping twine at each sleeve end to tight-
en it and that too did not work. “Plus
the material weakens in the sun really
quick. That’s not good if you have your
traps sitting out in the sun for long;” he
said.

Kennebunk lobsterman Laurin
Brooks tried everything before

rerigging with weak links. MLA
photo.

Now he plans to use either Seaside or

Brooks Trap weak links in all his 700 or so traps. “I haven't had any problem
hauling. I put two shims in [his 14” hauler] to get it open a little further, so the
line doesn’t kick out. And I'm hauling a little slower;” he said.

Downeast in Jonesport, Jason Mills is patiently doing what he must do to keep
fishing. “We don’t have much choice. Whatever we suggest they just do what
they want to do;” he said, referring to NMFS. Mills has a 14-inch hauler and
plans to use Plante weak links when fishing outside and 5/16” weak rope with a
knot inside. He has not re-rigged his traps yet but is certainly concerned about
losing traps this season. “There’s a lot of rocks,” he said of the territory where
he lobsters.

Michael Hunt, president of the Corea Fisherman’s Co-op, plans to use weak
links for one half of his traps this year and 3/8” rope for the other half. Hunt
fishes primarily offshore around the Zones A and B boundary line using
11/32” rope now. He noted that in prior years when using the 600-pound
breakaways on his endlines the breakaways would stretch and stretch before
finally breaking. “I'm wondering, will these links stretch or shatter? I guess we
will find out,” he said.

NEED A LENDER

WHO UNDERSTANDS YOU?

&

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit
to Maine’s commercial fishing industry. With long- and short-term financing
options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice
for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of
every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business.

Call them today at the branch office closest to you.

LOANS AND LEASES FOR:
BOATS * TRUCKS < REAL ESTATE « PERMITS
BAIT STORAGE FACILITIES « WHARVES * EQUIPMENT
HAUL OUT AND REPAIR * OPERATING LINES

O?Q FARM CREDIT EAST

<

&

800.831.4230 | FARMCREDITEAST.COM
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NOAA RELEASES FISHERIES STATISTICS FOR 2020

By MLA staff

In May NOAA released its 2020 Fisheries of the U.S. report detailing commercial,
recreational and aquaculture landings in the United States. Lobster was once
again the nation’s second most valuable seafood valued at $563 million just be-
hind crabs valued at $584 million. No Maine fishing ports were listed in the
nation’s top 20 for value of catch or landings.

Total Landings and Value Decline

In 2020, U.S. fishermen at ports in all 50 states landed a combined total of 8.4
billion pounds valued at $4.8 billion. Landings dropped by 10% compared to
2019 and by 15% in value. While each region of the country saw a drop in land-
ings and value, losses were mainly out of Alaska and Louisiana. Alaska pollock,
chum salmon, sockeye salmon and herring all hit a new five-year low. Louisiana
saw new five-year lows for both menhaden and shrimp. In New England land-
ings declined 7% and value declined by 21% compared to 2019.

Top Port by Volume

Dutch Harbor, Alaska was the top port by volume for the 24th year in a row,
landing 800.1 million pounds of seafood valued at $186.7 million. Alaska pol-
lock accounted for 92.1% of the volume and 52.2% of the value. Snow crab and
king crab accounted for 2.1% of the volume, but 34.6% of the value.

Top Port by Value

New Bedford, Massachusetts was the top port by value for the 21st year. The
port landed 115.4 million pounds valued at $376.6 million. Sea scallops made
up 83.6% of the value and 26% of the volume.

Highest Landings Value by Species

Crabs were the highest value species landed at $584 million. Lobster landings
were worth $563 million, followed by scallops at $488 million, salmon at $478
million, and shrimp at $435 million.

Exports

Canada (24%), China (16%), Japan (13%), South Korea (9%) and the Netherlands
(7%) were the nation’s top markets for U.S. seafood exports. According to
NOAA, overall U.S. exports of edible seafood products “dropped significantly”
in 2020. The U.S. exported 2.4 billion pounds of seafood, which is down 14.9%
from 2019. Those exports were valued at $4.4 billion, down 16.1% from 2019.

The annual Status of Stocks 2021 was also released in May. The report provides
an assessment of the 460 stocks managed by NOAA Fisheries. At the end of
2021, there were 26 stocks on the overfishing list and 51 on the overfished list.
NOAA Fisheries conducted a stock assessment in 2021 for one previously un-
assessed stock, Atlantic blacktip shark. The population was determined to be
not subject to overfishing and not overfished.

MAINE 2021 DATA SHOW LOBSTER REMAINS THE STATE'S DOMINANT
COMMERCIAL SPECIES
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207.967.4555
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STEAMING AHEAD

With so much doom and gloom in the lobster industry, I
want to bring you up to speed on the progress the MLA is
making in court. As you know, the MLA sued the Secretary
of Commerce and National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) over the 10-year whale plan developed under the
Endangered Species Act. This plan mandates a 98% risk
reduction for the lobster fishery by 2030, accomplished
through three rounds of rulemaking. NMFS is using the
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan (whale rules),
which falls under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, as
the vehicle to implement each round of risk reductions. As
aresult, the lobster fishery must comply with two different
and highly rigorous legal standards as each round of risk
reductions is implemented.

The MLA’ legal team determined that the lobster fishery
had the most to gain by suing over the entire 10-year whale
plan rather than the individual rulemakings. If the MLA is
successful in arguing that 10-year plan is flawed and there-
fore NMFS has over-assigned risk to the lobster fishery,
then the court can order NMFS to revise the plan based on
the best available science.

The MLA filed its complaint in September 2021. The case
was assigned to Judge

sense) suggesting that right whales die from things in na-
ture, such as predators. NMFS decided that mitigation
measures enacted in Canada would have zero benefits
despite expressing its belief that “measures taken by the
Government of Canada are benefiting right whales” NMFS
decided to assume a 0% increase in calving rates from U.S.
“risk reduction” measures despite finding that “higher
calving rates” would result from such measures. NMFS
then compounded the effects of all of these implausible as-
sumptions by projecting this “worst case scenario” (as de-
scribed by NMFS) out for 50 years.”

“These are not “highly technical” decisions. They are overly
simplistic, Solomonic, and all-or-nothing choices. When
faced with a range of available data, NMFS simply chose
to split the baby (50/50), attribute 100%, or attribute 0%.
These choices are arbitrary because they contradict record
evidence that tells a more nuanced story than the stark,
“worst case” assumptions used by NMFS”

Our brief points out that “NMFS further tries to whitewash
its arbitrary choices by claiming that it “did not use ‘worst-
case scenarios’ or make ‘unduly conservative modeling as-
sumptions. NMFS plainly did use a worst-case scenario.

It created a hypothetical

Boasberg in D.C. District
Court, who also has juris-
diction over the case filed
by environmental groups
which claims the 10-year
whale plan and current
whale rule do not go far
enough.

The briefing schedule
for MLAs case is nearly
complete. MLA filed its
opening brief in February;
NMES filed its response
in April. MLA then filed
its reply to NMFS in May.
NMES’s reply to our last
brief is due on June 10. All
filings in the MLA case
will be completed by June
24. Then we will wait to
hear from the Judge on
how he plans to proceed with the case. All of the filings in
the environmental organizations’ case were completed in
late April.

Suing the federal government has been a heavy lift for a
small organization like the MLA. I am so grateful to eve-
ryone who has supported us financially because without
that support we quite literally wouldn't be where we are
today. I can say with confidence that the MLA’s legal team
is second to none, and I am extremely proud of the work
we have accomplished. Hindsight is always 20/20, but I am
confident that MLA has put the best arguments forward
each step of the way.

Our most recent brief filed in May did a fantastic job dis-
tilling our arguments. The MLA's case addresses NMFS’s
overly pessimistic assumptions about right whales and its
refusal to consider its own observed data to inform those
assumptions. The MLA’s brief states,

“NMFS decided to split its allocation of unobserved right
whale mortality 50/50 between the U.S. and Canada, ignor-
ing its own data showing that over 80% of observed mor-
talities confirmed to a country and fishery from 2010 to
2019 occurred in Canada (as well as 100% of the observed
mortalities since 2016). It decided to allocate 100% of right
whale mortality from U.S. entanglements with unknown
gear to the trap/pot fishery despite NMFS’s observed data
showing that non-trap/pot gear entangles and kills right
whales. It decided that 0% of right whales die from natu-
ral causes despite NMFS’s own information (and common

The MLA is fighting in court for all Maine lobstermen

and we won't give up. Photo by T. Yoder, Maine Center
for Coastal Fisheries.

(worst-case) scenario, as-
sumed that worst-case
scenario would persist for
50 years, and imposed a
98% risk reduction on the
American Lobster Fishery
to offset the hypothetical
impact..”

"By baking multiple pessi-
mistic and worst-case as-
sumptions into a 50-year
analysis, NMFS created a
long-shot scenario more
like the odds of winning
the trifecta at a horse
race than something that
is reasonably certain to
occur’ as required by the
ESA...”

“Although NMFS shrugs
off MLA's serious concerns
about the future of the fishery as 'overblown,' the agency’s
inability to appreciate the real-world consequences of its
actions is cold comfort to the hard-working people who, as
the undisputed evidence shows, are affected by those ac-
tions....”

NMES had a choice, and it chose to use assumptions, data
and modelling that would support its contention that the
lobster fishery was the root cause of right whales’ decline.
For example, NMFS used the nine worst years of calving
data on record in the population projection model and
concluded the whales would continue to decline no matter
measure the lobster industry adopts, including the 98% risk
reduction. NMFS also ran the model using alonger time se-
ries of calving data and showed that the whale population
would increase no matter what we do.

It ignored the latter in favor of a worst case scenario, and
now we are stuck with a 98% risk reduction. NMFS’s ac-
tions were arbitrary and capricious.... and we hope that
Judge Boasberg agrees.

I know you are all anxious and worried, and I am too.
Tomorrow is promised to no one, yet I can promise you
that the MLA is fighting for this industry with all that we've
got. I'm really proud of the work we've done thus far and I
trust that you are as well.

As always, stay safe on the water.
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MLA DIRECTORS MEETING

The MLA Board met via Zoom on May 5. Patrice McCarron provided updates
on staffing; Andi Pelletier updated the Board on the launch of MLAs new
membership software and website. Kevin Kelley reported that the Save Maine
Lobstermen campaign continues to gain momentum; he will continue to ramp
up support during the summer. The MLA will be hosting several fundraising
events this summer. John and Brendan Ready each donated $100,000 and are
helping the MLA encourage donations to the Legal Defense Fund. The MLA has
also received generous support from several towns and co-ops. Lobstermen
continue to generously support the fund.

Governor Mills signed LD 1916 into law, creating a ‘legal defense fund’ (at
$380,000) for the lobster industry. The fund is not supported with state rev-
enue but is instead funded with 20% of the fees collected for the Maine Lobster
Marketing Collaborative. It will exist for one year; the money can be split be-
tween MLA and Maine Lobstering Union to reimburse legal costs from chal-
lenges to the federal whale rules. LD 1898, which was intended to provide $30
million in state aid to lobstermen to reimburse the cost of implementing the
whale rules, was not funded.

The MLA’s lawsuit is nearing its final phase during which briefs and replies
are filed. The MLA filed its complaint in September 2021, the opening brief in
February 2022 and its reply to defendants on May 13. The defendants’ final reply
is due June 10, with all filings complete by the end of June. All filings in the case
brought against NMFS by the environmental organizations were complete at
the end of April. The Maine Lobstering Union case is still at the Appeals Court.

The online Take Reduction Team (TRT) meeting is scheduled May 9 to 13. The
agenda is largely dedicated to identifying recommendations to reduce risk
from Atlantic coast gillnets and trap/pot gear (other than Northeast lobster) by
90%. NMFS also plans to discuss next steps to increase the risk reduction from
the Northeast lobster fishery from 60% to 90%. Jeff Putnam has replaced Mike
Sargent on the TRT and Grant Moore from Atlantic Offshore Lobstermen’s
Association has replaced John Williams.

Several board members reported that lobstermen continue to experience is-
sues with weak inserts. There are reports of weak rope that unlays, gets chicken-
necked, or has parted off during hauling or while gear is setting. The new batch-
es of plastic weak links seem to be working better. Everson received approval
from NMFS for a weak rope in April but that rope has not yet made it to stores.

A few board members expressed frustration that the lobster fishery has lost
sight of the need to take proactive steps on simple issues to keep the industry
strong. Everyone has been so consumed by the whale rules, offshore wind de-
velopment and the pandemic that no one is talking about how to improve the
industry and continue to advance stewardship practices. There is still a need
to reduce litter at sea, including frozen bait packaging. Others noted that there
are many harbors that organize coastal clean ups, but there is also aneed to de-
velop best practices among lobtermen to reduce ocean litter. The MLA Annual
Meeting will be held June 4, 3 to 5 pm, at the Hutchinson Center in Belfast.
MLAS legal team will be there to address members.

This spring the Maine Lobstermen’s Association launched new member-
ship software to support staff and streamline the membership process as
well as offer better services to members.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

BOEM PREPARES FOR GOM COMMERCIAL WIND LEASES

The Bureau of Offshore Energy
Management (BOEM) Gulf of Maine
Task Force met on May 19 to discuss
next steps in BOEM’s of §hore wind
energy leasing process for the Gulf of
Maine and for Maine’s offshore wind re-
search lease application.

BOEM's offshore wind leasing strategy
for 2021-2025 includes the goal of hold-
ing a commercial lease sale within the
Gulf of Maine in 2024. To achieve this
goal, BOEM will issue a Request for
Interest (RFI) to gauge interest from
commercial wind developers to construct offshore wind facilities in the Gulf of
Maine. As a precursor to this process, BOEM has issued a “development frame-
work” that identifies the potential area of wind development called the “Gulf
of Maine Planning Area,” which is the entire Gulf of Maine. BOEM then solic-
its public input to identify “incompatible areas” where offshore wind develop-
ment cannot occur to narrow down the size of the area that may be leased, and
to request information on a variety of topics from interested or affected parties.

DPhoto courtesy of the Providence

Journal.

During the BOEM Gulf of Maine Task Force meeting, NMFS gave an informative
presentation on the highly productive Gulf of Maine ecosystem which supports
extensive, important commercial and recreational fisheries. NMFS also dis-
cussed the many unique and sensitive habitats, protected areas, and at-risk spe-
cies that depend on the Gulf of Maine. According to NMFS, the majority of the
Gulf of Maine either supports fisheries or is comprised of sensitive or protected
habitats. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service also described many unique features
of the Gulf of Maine and raised a number of concerns regarding how offshore
wind development could harm a variety of unique bird and seabird populations.

BOEM presented its timeline for leasing in the Gulf of Maine. This includes
publishing the “Request for Interest” in the third quarter of 2022, followed by a
“Call for Information and Nominations” in early 2023, the designation of “Wind
Energy Areas” in the third quarter 2023, issuing the “Proposed Sale Notice” in
late 2023, with lease areas to be auctioned in third quarter of 2024.

BOEM is developing an “engagement approach” to solicit feedback from Gulf of
Maine stakeholders, including the BOEM Task Force, throughout this process.
During the Request for Interest phase, BOEM stated that it plans to hold one
outreach meeting in each state. However, they received feedback that more ex-
tensive outreach would be needed.

BOEM explained that Maine’s research lease application is a separate consid-
eration from BOEM’s commercial offshore wind lease process in the Gulf of
Maine. Maine’s proposal will be reviewed on its own. As part of the application’s
review, BOEM will issue a “Request for Competitive Interest” for the area that
Maine is proposing to develop. If another offshore wind developer expresses in-
terest in developing this area, then Maine’s lease proposal would go through a
longer competitive lease process rather than moving forward as a stand-alone
research application.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

MLA introduces new membership software

payment from their Member Home Page.

The software includes a website which features improvements such as
the Business Directory and calendar, and the organization hopes to offer

“Increased demands on office resources have
over extended staff making it harder for us to
respond to member’s needs” explained Andi
Pelletier, MLAs membership director. The
new system integrates a website, email func-
tion, payment processing, and a member in-
terface. It is intended to eliminate redundant
data entry, reduce errors, and give members
direct access to their membership features.

community forums and networking as well.
Members and the public can easily donate to
“Save Maine Lobstermen” or shop for MLA
gear in the brand-new online store.

The new software is an exciting step forward
for MLA, but members should be prepared to

mentation phase. MLA members should not
hesitate to call with questions — especially

Members can now create a user name and
password to log in from the www.mainelobstermen.org website. From
there, members may view and update their personal information when
necessary and renew with a click of a button. It also gives them access
to member-only tools such as discount codes for certain businesses. New
payment processing allows the MLA to step away from Pay Pal which some
members were unhappy with. The new system also has an “auto renew”
option for those who would like to “set their membership and forget it”
Email reminders will notify members several weeks before their member-
ship expires, allowing members to print a renewal form or log in to make a

EOVOOOODODIDIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIOIIOOOIOOOOIOOOOOOOIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOC

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

when logging in for the first time.

For MLA members who are not internet or email savvy, please know that
you will not be forgotten! The MLA will continue to communicate by mail
and process membership renewals by check and credit card. “We are aware
that not every has, or wants to use a computer. The new system is meant to
improve member’s online experience and to simplify data entry for staff. We
definitely don't want anyone to feel excluded,’ Pelletier said.

Please call 207-967-4555 or email andi@mainelobstermen.org with ques-
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NMFS CONTINUES ITS PLAN FOR 90% RISK REDUCTION FOR
GILLNET, THEN THE LOBSTER FISHERY

NMES convened the Take Reduction Team (TRT) for a week-long online meet-
ing May 9 through 13 with the primary objective of developing recommenda-
tions for Phase 2 of its 10-year whale plan to achieve a 90% risk reduction to
right whales in all Atlantic gillnet gear and trap/pot gear not regulated in Phase
1. NMFS also began discussions to prepare for Phase 3 to address the remain-
ing risk posed by the Northeast lobster fishery by developing additional meas-
ures to increase the risk reduction from 60% to 90%, which it will move forward
ahead of the original 2025 deadline.

Under the NMFS 10-year whale plan, all U.S. Atlantic coast trap/pot and gillnet
gear fisheries must achieve a 98% risk reduction by 2030, implemented through
four phases. The Northeast lobster fishery achieved its first 60% risk reduction
in Phase 1, which was fully implemented in May 2022. However, shortly after
the Phase 1 Final Rule was published, NMFS announced a “revised and chal-
lenging risk reduction target” of 90%. It determined that lobster industry’s re-
cent measures fall short of that goal.

According to NMFS, the current risk reduction target was increased to 90% be-
cause “preliminary updates to the right whale population estimate, continued
high mortality rates, and low number of calves suggest we still must consider-
ably reduce annual mortality for the species to recover.

Progress towards the risk reduction goals is measured by a NMFS computer
model called the Decision Support Tool (DST). The DST assesses risk from
specific fisheries based on whale presence, gear density and the threat of gear
based on vertical line strength. The model can assess risk as a whole or by spe-
cific gear types, fisheries, areas, or months. The earlier versions of the DST used
to develop Phase 1 risk reduction measures considered only the lobster and
Jonah crab fisheries in the Northeast.

In order to assess risk from all Atlantic coast fixed gear fisheries (gillnet and
trap/pot), NMFS greatly expanded and redesigned the DST. This means that
NMES is no longer using the earlier versions of the DST developed to analyze
risk reduction in the lobster fishery for Phase 1. The updated DST is still being
refined as NMFS resolves issues with baseline fishing effort data, whale data,
and other modelling refinements.

Despite the fact that the revised DST is still a work in progress, NMFS never-
theless put extreme pressure on the TRT to recommend a suite of measures to
achieve a 90% risk reduction for Phase 2 fisheries. At the same time, the agency
was unable to successfully assess many of the risk reduction proposals drafted
by the TRT during the meeting. Those that the agency could assess using the
DST provided questionable results. One example was a proposed seasonal fixed
gear closure in an area of high right whale density. The initial model run pre-
dicted a small increase in risk to right whales. After TRT members questioned
this result, NMFS identified a file matching glitch in the model. Staff ultimately
determined that the proposed closure would reduce risk by over 75%. NMFS at-
tributed these problems to its server crashing, issues with some of the assump-
tions built into the model, and problems with the model properly matching its
data files to draft risk reduction scenarios.

TRT members continually expressed frustration over being pressured to rec-
ommend a suit of measures to achieve a coastwide 90% risk reduction without
adequate, reliable information from the DST to understand the potential credit
of various approaches. These concerns fell on deaf ears, with both NMFS and
the facilitators continuing to pressure TRT members for recommendations.

It was not until the last day of the meeting that NMFS finally acknowledged
that it was unreasonable to continue to push the TRT to vote on recommen-
dations to achieve the 90% risk reduction given the agency’s inability to as-
sess many of the proposals and the lack of confidence in some of the modeled
results. NMFS plans to address these issues and reconvene the TRT later to
complete this work.

Throughout the meeting TRT members from the environmental groups con-
tinually expressed frustration that NMFS was not including the lobster fishery
as part of the Phase 2 risk reductions. However, given its significant revisions of
the DST, NMFS does not yet have an accurate assessment of the risk reduction
achieved through Phase 1 measures. Ultimately, the TRT approved alist of “data
and analysis needs” for NMFS to address so that it is able to accurately calcu-
late remaining risk from the lobster fishery. This list includes consideration of
improvements to the whale data, refining time periods to more accurately ac-
count for recent distribution shifts, general recommendations to improve the
DST, the need to establish a final DST model to use so that risk reduction pro-
jections to do not change as rulemaking progresses, and the need to improve
monitoring. NMFS expects to reconvene the TRT within two months.

WHERE ARE THE RIGHT WHALES?

The website that tracks right whale sightings has changed! The interactive right
whale sightings website is now called Whale Insight (not Whale Map) and is lo-
cated at https://gisp.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/apps/Whalelnsight/eng/?locale=en. You can
choose a date range and zoom in on various regions.

TED WILLIAMS SCHOLARSHIP FUND

The Ted Williams Memorial Scholarship Fund provides financial assistance for
advanced safety training. The scholarship helps commercial fishermen attend
a course that supports professional maritime and safety skill training. Awards,
not to exceed $500, are limited to one per person per year and are paid directly
to the course provider. To be eligible, you must make the majority of your in-
come from commercial fishing, be at least 18 years old, and fish from boats
homeported in any state from Maine to North Carolina. Family members of eli-
gible fishermen who are pursuing commercial fishing or maritime careers are
also eligible. Visit https://fishingpartnership.org/ted-williams-memorial-scholar-
ship-fund for more information.

FISHERMEN'S PERSPECTIVE RESTORED IN S-K GRANT PROCESS

On May 13, President Biden signed into law the “American Fisheries Advisory
Committee Act” which restores an American Fisheries Advisory Committee to
support the long-term vitality of American-caught seafood through Saltonstall-
Kennedy grant awards.

The Saltonstall-Kennedy program provides funding for fisheries marketing, re-
search, and development. The program is funded by a permanent appropria-
tion of 30% of the previous calendar year’s customs receipts from imports of
fish products. These funds have grown steadily to $182.8 million in 2020, al-
though much of the funding remains within NMFS. In 2021, only $11 million
was left for grants to support the fishing industry. The American Fisheries
Advisory Committee Act reestablishes a board of experts, with members cho-
sen regionally and across all sectors of the fishing industry, to bring fishermen
back into the process of identifying needs and funding priorities.
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John and Brendan Ready
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Caleb Heanssler

Todd & April Hubbard
Chip Johnson

Daniel Johnson

Lincoln Johnson

Jeff Kaelin

David Kaselaukas

Kris Koerber

Isaac Lash

Stephen Lash

Craig Lazaro

lan Lussier

John McCarthy
Michael Melito Lobster Brokers
Steve Miller

Mark Moody

Jonathan Murphy
Brent Oliver

Ladd Olson

Alfred Osgood

Justin Osgood
Nicholas & Kristin Page
Alan & Rebecca Poland
Neal Prescott

$1,000-$4,999 contd
Jeff Putnam

Bob Richardson

Sam Rosen

Nicholas Saunders
Sam Sewell
Christopher Smith
Scott Smithwick

Craig Sproul

David Thomas
Courtland Tolman
Roxanne Tolman

Town Of Vinalhaven
Lee Watkinson

Ronald Watkinson
Matthew Weber

James West

Gregg Whitton

Walter Willey IV

Eben Wilson

Wotton’s Lobster Wharf LLC
York Lobstermen’s Association
Kenneth Young

Gifts $500 - $§999
Tyler Bemis

Mark Cheney
Clinton Collamore Sr
DiMillo’s on the Water
Brian Fellows
Elizabeth Fenwick
Mark Fernald

Peter Flanigan
Michael Floyd

Adam Gamage
Town Of Georgetown
Christopher Goodale
Bobby Ingalls

Inland Lobster
Stuart Jones

Sam Joy

Nicholas Kennedy
Larry Knapp

Kyle Koerber

Shaun McLennan
Ryan Miller

Dan Morris

Phillip Morris

Bill & Julie Putnam
Mike Sargant

Ryan Schoppee
Garrett Steele
Gordon Sullivan
Courtland Tolman
Ethan Whitaker
Merritt Wotton
Bradley Yeaton

Gifts $300 - $499

Travis Alley

Blue Water Concepts

Vance Bunker

John Clinton

Committee to Elect Paul LePage
Erik Hansen

Alice Ingraham

Chris Jenness

Donald Jones

$300 - $499 cont'd
Kyle Nichols

Travis O’Brien

Matt Samuels

Charles Tarbox

Gifts $100 - $299
Stephen Alley
Herman Anderson
John Bacon

Barry Baudanza
Robert Bayer
Joanna Bentley
Douglas Blasius
Hugh Bowen

Eric Brazer

Foy Brown Sr
Robert Brown
David Bullwinkle
Stephen Burns
Albert Buswell
Keith Clark Distributors
John Clinton
Daniel Clough
Jonathan Coffin
Dan Colacino
Brian Colbeth
Alcyone Coon
Sam Cousens
Douglas Cowan
Eric Davis

Julia Debery

Joey Donnelly
Warren Dorr IV
Jordan Drouin
George Eliason
Andrew Feeney
Thomas Fernald
Spencer Gamage
Alexander Gonzalez
Julia Goodall

Kurt Harrington

Stephen and Lisa Hewitt

Alice Ingraham
John Jordan

Kathi Jordan

JT Lobster

Roger Kellett
Eugene Kelley
Lewis Kelsey
Spinner Lee

Gary Libby

Jason Ludwig
Mantinicus Isl Recyling
Barbara McAdams
Peter Miller

Linda Molvie
Eleanor Nunan
Travis & Keith Otis
Nick, Andrew & Jack
Pellechia

Jaden Petersdorf
Ben Poland

Janet Pollack

Jeff Putnam
Walter Reitz

John Rohrer
Joseph Salisbury

*= =*qy in this fi—"t.

$100-$299 contd
Gynell Schoppee
Francis Seiders

Ryan Simmons

Bryan Soares

Kate Hotchkiss Taylor
Town Of Long Island
Caitlin Trafton

Keith Trefethen
Warren’s Lobster House
Richard Wilson
Donald Wright

Nancy Wynne

Gifts Under $100
Paulette Bilsky-Phillips

Gifts Under $100 cont'd
Chad McGuire
Jeanne Nash

Willem Nieuwkerk
James O’Connell
Robert Raudenbush
Paula Stover

Sue Stultz

Susan & Paul Taylor
William Thurlow

Paul Trommer

Diana Tyler

Wendy Wegner
Shelley Wigglesworth
Donald & Gail Wright
Jimmy Guide Young

Carla Bryson
Rep. Lydia Crafts
Stephen Christiansen
Edith DiBartolo
Timothy Hambelton
Greg Havener
Anthony Hooper

Erin House

William Fahey
Elizabeth Jordan
Ronald LaChappelle
Holly McCormick

[ hank yaa/

Gifts in Honor

In Memory of Harold Vinal
Jimmy Guide Young

In Memory of Jeff Tolman
Courtland Tolman

In Honor of Jason Joyce
Donald Wright

In Memory of James E Brown
Foy Brown Sr

In Memory of Gordon Murphy
Jonathan Murphy
Stephen Burns

In Memory of Gilbert Sr & Betty Collamore
Clinton Collamore Sr.
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“a dollar a day”

O
O
O
O
O
O
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CAT MARINE ENGINES

Tier 3 Commercial Line-up

C71

C7.1 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings: C9.3 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
280 HP @ 2300 Heavy Duty “B” IN STOCK 375 HP @ 1800 Heavy Duty “B”
350 HP @ 2500 Maximum Continuous Duty “C” IN STOCK 416 HP @ 2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”
400 HP @ 2600 Intermittent Duty “D” IN STOCK 476 HP @ 2300 Intermittent Duty “D”
425 HP @ 2700 Intermittent Duty “D" IN STOCK

Cc18

C18 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
470 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A”
600 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A”
670 HP @ 1800-2100 Heavy Duty “B” 800 BHP @ 1600-1800
715 HP @ 1800-2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”
803 HP @ 2100 Intermittent Duty “D”

*Tier 4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings:

1,001 BHP @ 2300
1,136 BHP @ 2300

Co.3

C32

C32 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
750 BHP @ 1600-1800

AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS

Billings Diesel & Marine Lyman Morse at Wafarer Guy Crudele Repair DePaul Diesel Services, Inc.
Service Marine Corporation Gloucester, MA Portsmouth, Rl

Stonington, ME Camden, ME

Dennis’ Welding & Marine Journey's End
Beals, ME Rockland, ME

Sacchetti Marine and Hinckley Yacht Service
Industrial LLC Portsmouth, Rl

Plymouth, MA Rhode Island Engine
C

Front Street Shipyard Fairhaven Shipyard & ] | Power Sy y. Inc.

Belfast, ME Marina, Inc.
Fairhaven, MA

Fairhaven, MA Narra?]anse tt, Rl

*All T4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings, require qualifications review and approval by CAT Factory.
*Contact Nick Fawle or Your Authorized Marine Dealer for Tier 4 exemption qualification details.

For Marine Engine Sales, contact Nick Fawle, our new Marine Market Manager.

Nick Fawle at 603-484-5248

Nick_Fawle@miltoncat.com

Milton @ 111 Myrtle St.

miltoncat.com NeW Bedford, MA

whalerope.com

Order now!

NOAA Approved
1700# Break-away

s AN\ N

Weak Rope
Links & Sleeves

508.997.4787
info@ketchamsupply.com

Jonesboro, ME
(207) 434-5791

Portland, ME Thomaston, ME West Bath, ME
(800) 244-8727 (800) 426-4526 (855) 840-6027

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,
Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES

Wakefield, RI
(401) 782-4412

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering
throughout New England, we are closer to you than
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM




, BUILT THE BEST. BUILT TO LAST. BUILT YOUR WAY.
We’re here for you!

Twin Disc’s MGX series marine transmissions and
QuickShift® controls provide smooth, fast shifting along
with amazing slow-speed control. And the QuickShift®
control head isn’t just another pretty face:

) . The Challenges Remain Real.:x
it’s designed to be workboat tough! 9
Just as we were all expecting/hoping to.return to normalcy in
our lives (both personally and business-wise) we’re faced with

another wave of pandemic-based problems.

The delays we are experiencing in receiving supplies and
materials continue — and in the meantime, we’re still rebuilding
our workforce and focusing on our customers’ orders.

We’re all in this together and rest assured: we are doing
everything in our power to get back to our normal level of
customer service as soon as possible.

Thank you all for your patience.

NORTH ATLANTIC POWER PRODUCTS We’ve been dedicated to serving you since 1977 ...
15 Continental Drive — Exeter, NH 03833 and that’s not going to change. That’s a promise.

Call: (888) 460-7419 or (603) 418-0470
Email: djones@glpower.com

Your authorized Twin Disc Distributor for New Englad, New York
& New Jersey

g,

REQUEST FREE

O 800-639-2715

2022 Catalog

& hamiltonmarine.com

Ve

T HAMILTON

MARINE

BOATERS’ STORE™

BOATER

Our inventory is a mix
of traditional and the latest
in marine technology,

representing a wide range

of top marine manufacturers.

The one-stop destination for

KITTERY PORTLAND ROCKLAND
SEARSPORT SW HARBOR JONESPORT

all things boating and beyond.

SL
T
O
R
E
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AQUAMESH®

by Riverdale Mills

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from 0’Hara?

BI.AGK cm] FROZEN IN BOXES
HEHHING FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
POGIES  Foevwsoes
REDFISH  fecueniooss” ™™
HUGKFISH FROZEN IN BOXES

SAI.T 50 LB BAGS

TUNA FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

= QUALITY <
DEPENDABILITY

SINCE 1907

=)=RIVERDALE

1.508.234.8400 | 1.800.762.6374 Rockland, ME 04841 FRESH FROZEN
sales@riverdale.com | www.riverdale.com oharabait.com 207.594.0405  207.542.1856

19 Front Street

/Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine\

If you're selling shellfish, lobsters, crabs, soft-shell clams, periwinkles, scallops, etc.,
you may want to give us a call.

WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!
There's always an advantage with A.C. Inc.

LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!

Buying product from dealers, wharfs, fishermen and harvesters.
ACInc. Beals, ME 04611 207-497-2261
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MAINE LOBSTER

THE SWEETEST ON EARTH

MARKETING UPDATES

Starting in mid-June, you can check out the new LobsterFromMaine.com
website!l The new site includes:

Mobile-first design making it easy to navigate and explore from any
type of device

Improved search engine optimization to improve our ranking in Google
results for key searches

Dynamic directory showcasing Maine Lobster dealers with an easy-
to-use filter, allowing buyers to quickly source Maine Lobster based on
their needs

Relevant and refreshed content highlighting harvesters, dealers and
processors and emphasizing campaigns and storytelling

www.lobsterfrommaine.com

F] facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine y twitter.com/lobsterfromme instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine
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Coming soon to the Stonington

Opera House

Saturday, May 7
Stann Champion in Concert - Livel for $5

Thursday, May 12
Free!l Music from Stearns and Barrett

Saturday, June 4
Broadway Comes to Stonington - Pridel

Friday, June 17
Paul Sullivan in Concert

Wednesday, June 22
Caroline Cotter in Concert - Live! for $5

Thursday, June 29 - Friday, June 30
Shakespeare's Much Ado About Nothing

Tickets: operahousearts.org
Vaccination required

2022 MAINE LOBSTER BOAT RACING

SCHEDULE

18 JUNE * 2JULY * 24 JULY 20 AUGUST * 15 OCTOBER

Boothbay Harbor Moosabec Reach, Harpswell Long Island Annual Meeting/Awards Banquet

Ashlee Lowery  (207) 808-9230  Beals Island/Jonesport Amanda Peacock (207) 756-3104 Lisa Kimball (207) 332-3968 Robinson’s Wharf, Southport

Roy Fagonde (207) 610-4607 Kristina York (207) 449-7571 Amy Tierney (207) 317-1576  Jon Johansen (207)-223-8846

19 JUNE

Rockland 10 JULY * 13 AUGUST * 21 AUGUST

Nick O’Hara (207) 542-4348  Stonington Winter Harbor Portland All Races:

Mike Mayo (207) 542-1879  Cory McDonald  (207) 664-4525  Chris Byers (207) 963-7139 Katie Werner (207) 807-1832  Sign-up 8to 9 AM
Races Start 10 AM

26 JUNE 17 JULY 14 AUGUST The MLA will be at

Bass Harbor Friendship Merritt Bracket, Pemaquid the races marked Exception: Long Island: Sign up

Colyn Rich (207) 479-7288  Robin Reed (207) 975-9821 Brent Fogg (207) 563-6720 X 10 to 11 AM, Start 12 PM.

Sheila McLain  (207) 677-2100 with an *
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!

AQUACULTURE

Atlantic Sea Farms

Liz Johndrow

20 Pomerleau St.

Biddeford, ME 04005
ljohndrow@atlanticseafarms.com
www.atlanticseafarms.com

MLA members can get 25% off order

AUTOMOTIVE

Key Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of
Newcastle

573 Route One

Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.keynewcastle.com

3years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.

Weirs GMC Buick

1513 Portland Rd.

Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
info@weirsbuickgmc.com
www.weirsbuickgme.com

Buy a new GMC truck & get a firee
Bullet Liner

BAIT DEALERS

Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217

Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
10% off picked lobster meat

CBS Lobster

52 Union Wharf

Portland, ME 04101 207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com

Channel Fish

370 E. Eagle St.

East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200
admin@channelfish.com
www.channelfish.com

Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA 70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com

Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.

Cape May, NJ 08204
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com

Nor'east Bait LLC

Tom Canino

4 Vacation Dr.

York ME 03909
207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com
https://noreastbait.com

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR

Royal River Boat Repair
Alan Dugas

307 Bayview St
Yarmouth, ME 04096
207-846-9577
alan@royalriverboat.com
www.royalriverboat.com

SW Boatworks

358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@roadrunner.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top

BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICES

Acadia Benefits

Connor and Kevin Kennedy

50 Portland Pier, Ste 301
Portland ME 04101
207-615-0560 (Kevin)
207-822-4385 (Connor)
kkennedy@acadiabenefits.com
www.acdiabenefits.com

ELECTRONICS

Deckhand Elctronic Logbook
Lange Solberg

11 Bellwether Way

Bellingham, WA 98225
888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA
members only! Call for more info.

DuraBrite Inc.

310 Ellington Ave. E
Garden City, NY 11530
201-915-0555
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com

Navroc Marine Electronics
Jason Philbrook

156 New County Rd.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-596-7803
jason@rockbound.net
WWW.Navroc.com

FINANCIAL &INVESTMENT

Farm Credit East
Shannon Weber

615 Minot Ave.

Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com

Machias Savings Bank

4 Center St.

Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com

Twin City Financial Group

Mike Godin

1071 Lisbon St

Lewiston, ME 04240 207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com

Locations in Brunswick, Stonington &
Farmingdale

FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES

Hamilton Marine

with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181

Portland: 774-1772

Jonesport: 497-2778

Kittery: 439-1133
mail@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen

Ketcham Supply Co, Inc
Myron Horzesky

11 Myrtle St

New Bedford, MA 02740
508-997-4787
myron@ketchamsupply.com
www.ketchamsupply.com

Tightlines Tackle

Cody Barter

60 School Street
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944
ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com

Colby & Gale

Matt Poole

154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com

Maine Camp Outfitters

Melissa Daniels

300 Sunset Rd

Sunset, ME 04683 800-560-6090
melissa@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel & promotional
product orders.

HYDRAULICS

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.

28 Route 86

Seabrook, NH 03874

603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com

10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.

Hews Company LLC

190 Rumery St.

South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136

info@ hewsco.com

10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS

Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative

2 Union St.

Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

INSURANCE

FA Peabody Insurance
Josh McGuire

254 Main St

Calais, ME 04619
800-759-4478
www.fapeabody.com

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
366 US Route 1

Falmouth, ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL

Atwood Lobster

Travis Thompson

286 Island Rd

Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
www.atwoodlobster.com

Cranberry Isles Fishermen's Coop
PO Box 258

Islesford, ME 04646

207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

D.C. Air and Seafood

258 Newman St.

Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139

Little Bay Lobster Inc.

158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

Luke’s Lobster

84 Industrial Park Rd.

Saco, ME 04072

207-332-0304
ben.mckinney@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

Maine Coast LLC

15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876

RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

Shucks Maine Lobster

150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.

S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

Stonington Lobster Coop

PO Box 87

Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116

Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327

sicoop@tds.net

MARINE ENGINES

Cummins

110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com

North Atlantic Power Products
Dan Jones

15 Continental Dr

Exeter, NH 03801

603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com

Power Product Systems
Joel Rumelhart

432 Warren Ave
Portland, ME 04103
207-797-5950
info@powerprodsys.com
www.powerprodsys.com

REFRIGERATION SERVICES

Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.

Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

RESTAURANTS

Barnacle Billy's

50 & 70 Perkins Cove Rd.
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com

Island Lobster Co.

20 Island Ave

Peaks Island, ME 04108
207-956-7488
ahoy@islandlobsterco.com
www.islandlobsterco.com

TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES

Brooks Trap Mill

Stores in Portland, West Bath,
Jonesboro, and Wakefield, RI
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com

Friendship Trap Company
Locations in Friendship and
Columbia Falls

570 Cushing Rd.

Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com

Sea Rose Trap Co.

9 Digital Dr.

Biddeford, ME 04005 207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com

Many +hanks to our business sapporters!
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Vessel Insurance

Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG ap-
Froved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
ay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and

more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous years tax returns.
207-622-3772

RG Tax Accounting & Resolution
Brunswick, ME -- Free initial consultation and

review of previous tax returns.
207-607-7118

Aquaculture:Prepared Foods

Atlantic Sea Farms
25% off all online orders for MLLA members.

See your discount directory for the code or call

207-807-9185

Automotive

Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 10% discount on all parts
and service. $250 additional discount on any
new vehicle after you make your best price
207-563-5959

Weirs Buick - GMC

get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLLA card
877-861-0070

Bait

Old School Pig Hide Bait
Cutler, ME -- $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-812-5211

Nor’east Bait LLC
York, ME -- $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-752-6775

Boat Builders/Repairs

SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38" CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Electronic Equipment

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham WA -- Discounts & Specials for
MLA members. Call for more info.
888-210-3117

Durabrite Lights
Garden City, NY -- Free Shipping for MLA
members 201-915-0555

Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.

207-363-1150

Hamilton Marine

Jonesport, Kittery, Portland, Rockland,
Searsport, Southwest Harbor, ME --
Discounts available to commercial fishermen.

Fuel & Electricity

Midcoast Solar, LL.C

New Harbor, ME -- 20% off Community
Solar electricity for fishermen, lobstermen,
aquaculture businesses, and 18% off Commu-
nity Solar residential electricity for fishermen,
lobstermen, and aquaculturists from the Bris-
tol Community Solar Farm. Subscribers also
receive a $100 local Gift card of their choice,
and an invitation to learning tour and celebra-
tion party at Pemaquid Beach in the summer
of 2022.207-677-0037

Gifts

Maine Camp Outfitters

Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and
promotional product orders.
800-560-6090

Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk; - ME+-10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Hotels

Hampton Inn, Ellsworth — (Ellsworth, ME)

Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront —
(Portland, ME)

Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston —
(Rockland, ME)

Residence Inn by Marriott -
(Scarborough, ME)

Disconnt: Special rates 7/‘07" MIA members and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MIL.A
for booking information, or mention MI.A when
booking.

Hydraulics

Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLLA members. 603-474-1914

Hews Company, LLC

South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136

Lobster & Seafood

Cape Porpoise Lobster
Cape Porpoise, ME — 10% off picked
lobster meat. 800-967-4268

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop

Winter Harbor, ME — 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers

Commercial Fisheries News

Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscrip-
tion rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253

National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA -- Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers

New England Propeller Inc

Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales
& repairs. 508-746-8804

Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services

Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment

Liferaft Services, LLC

York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with

Eroof of MLA membership. CAN be com-
ined with other promotions. 207-363-0220

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training, 207-338-1603

Museums & Entertainment

Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.

Cross Insurance Arena

Portland, ME --

Special discounts to shows at the Cross Arena
in Portland! Use promo code GFRIEND at
checkout. Order Ey phone, online, or in person
at the box office.

Info at www.mainelobstermen.org

Seacost Tours of Freeport
Freeport, ME -- 15% off tours for
MLA members. Must show MLLA
card. 207-798-2001

Show your MLA card to receive great discounts at these fine businesses!
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TO YOUR HEALTH: Sunshine can hurt you, protect your skin!

By Melissa Waterman

Like many who live in the northern latitudes, Maine residents look forward to
the summer months when they can peel off the wool and fleece and let their
skin enjoy the warmth of the sun. For fishermen, the summer means some-
thing else: long days exposed to the sun’s rays pouring from the sky and bounc-
ing off the water. All that sunshine can cause serious harm to exposed skin and
eyes. Proper protection, begun early in the season, can go a long way toward
preventing long-term damage.

A sunburn can happen on cool or cloudy days. Snow, sand, water, and other
surfaces reflect UV rays and can cause the skin to burn too. Sunburns in child-
hood and adolescence may increase your risk of developing melanoma later in
life.

Melanoma, the most serious type of skin cancer, develops in the cells that pro-
duce melanin. Melanoma can also form in your eyes. Fortunately, it can be
treated successfully if it is detected early.

There are several very simple steps you can take to prevent damaging your skin

When you get a sunburn, you have been
burned by radiation. Sunshine is made up
of three kinds of ultraviolet radiation —
UVA, UVB, and UVC. The earth’s atmos-
phere soaks up most of the UVC radiation,
but UVA and B reach the ground. Those
radiation waves bounce around within the
upper layer of skin cells, damaging the cells’
DNA. The human body has ways of repair-
ing damaged DNA but as you expose your
skin to sunlight more and more often, the
probability increases that some damage
will escape repair. The damaged DNA may
eventually lead to skin cancer.

Any exposed part of your body, including
your earlobes, scalp, and lips, can get sun-
burned. If you wear clothes with a loose
weave, ultraviolet light can pass through
and toast your skin. Your eyeballs are extremely sensitive to sunlight and, be-
lieve it or not, can also become sunburned.

V. Wadleigh photo.

One way that the body protects itself from the sun’s radiation is through the
production of melanin. Melanin is a substance in your body that causes hair,
eye, and skin pigmentation. The more melanin you produce, the darker your
eyes, hair and skin will be. Melanin absorbs UV radiation. It protects the skin
cells’ DNA by mostly dispersing the harmful UV rays. But melanin alone isn't
enough to protect your skin from sun damage. That’s why it’s so important to
wear sunscreen and appropriate clothing whenever you'e outside.

Exposure to the sun is more than an occasional sunburn.

Over time it can do significant damage to your skins DNA.

during the fishing season.
Cover up

When outside wear a wide-brimmed hat
and clothing that covers you completely.
Dark colors offer more protection, as do
tightly woven fabrics. Consider using out-
door gear specially designed to provide sun
protection. Check the label for its ultravio-
let protection factor (UPF), which indicates
how well a fabric blocks sunlight. The higher
the UPF number, the better.

Use sunscreen frequently and generously

Apply water-resistant sunscreen and lip
balm with an SPF of 30 or greater and broad-
spectrum protection against UVA and UVB
rays. Sunscreen should be generously ap-
plied about 15 to 30 minutes before heading
out. Put on more sunscreen every two hours
and after swimming or sweating heavily.

Wear sunglasses when outdoors

Choose sunglasses with UVA and UVB protection. Check the UV rating on the la-
bel when buying sunglasses. Darker lenses are not necessarily better at blocking
UV rays. Wear sunglasses that fit close to your face or have wraparound frames.

For more information on protecting your skin and the warning signs of skin
cancer, visit the Mayo Clinic website,kttps://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-con-
ditions/melanoma/symptoms-causes/syc-20374884.

CAPE PORPOISE LOBSTER
AND BAIT CO,,INC.

70R Mills Rd., Kennebunkport, Maine
207-967-0900 « 207-205-7949 cell

Redfish Heads
Skate

Flounder Racks

Fresh and Salted Bait
Herring

Flatfish

Monk Heads

WE CAN DELIVER WITH A MINIMUM ORDER.

WE SELL BULK ICE!

orders@capeporpoiselobster.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com

Ask for Allen!
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DMR AQUACULTURE LEASE APPLICATION STATUS FOR MAY (as of 05/19/22)

For an interactive source of pending lease applications, please see DMR’s new “Table of Lease Applications Under Review” where you can find maps and
documentation with just one click. Go to: www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture/leases/pending.html
Click INTERACTIVE DATA TABLE at the top of the list.

Experimental Lease Applications

Name of Applicant/Company Site Town Size Product Duration | Status

Norumbega Oyster Inc. Wadsworth Cove, Damartiscotta River Boothbay 3 acres Shellfish 3yrs Appl. Rec'd 5/19/22, commnets due 6/18/22
Summit Point LLC 300ft N of Lower Basket Ledge Chebeague 4 acres Marine Algae 3yrs App rec'd (2/17/22); comments due (3/19/22)
Summit Point LLC 1000ft N of Lower Basket Ledge Chebeague 4 acres Marine Algae 3 yrs App rec'd (2/17/22); comments due (3/19/22)
Jordan, John E side of Bangs Island, Casco Bay Chebeague Isl 3.98 acres | Marine Algae 3yrs App rec'd 5/9/22; comments due 6/4/22
Putnam, Beth NE of Great Chebeague Chebeague Isl 3.9acres | Marine Algae 3yrs Application rec'd 3/11/22

Putnam, Jeff E of Great Chebeague Chebeague Isl 3.9acres | Marine Algae 3yrs Application rec'd 3/11/22

Nappi, Brent East of Sturdivant Island Cumberland 4 acres Marine Algae 3yrs App. Rec'd 4/14/22; comments due 5/14/22
Muscongus Bay Aquaculture NW of Glidden Ledge, Damariscotta Rvr | Edgecomb 3.93 acres | Shellfish 3yrs site review complete 1/22/2022

Martin, Thomas E of Brothers Islands, Casco Bay Falmouth 0.15 acres | Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd (2/11/22); 30 day public comment
Nappi, Brent S of Clapboard Island Falmouth 4 acres Marine Algae 3yrs App. Rec'd 4/14/22; comments due 5/14/22
Stuart Ryan SW side of Williams Island, Casco Bay Freeport 2.4 acres | Shellfish/algae 3yrs App rec'd (2/11/22); 30 day comment
Green, Christopher Near White Island, Middle Bay Harpswell 4 acres Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd 2/18/22; comments due (3/20/22)
Whisky Stones, LLC E of Dogs Head, Harpswell Sound Harpswell 0.48 acres | Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd, comments due 3/3/21

Wilson, David SE of Doughty Pt, Long Reach Harpswell 4 Acres Shellfish 3yrs App rec'd, Comments due 3/15/22

Wilson, David Wilson Cove, Middle Bay Harpswell 4 acres Shellfish 3yrs Applrec'd 5/6/22. comments due 6/5/22
Nautical Farms, LLC N of Roque Island, Shorey Cove Jonesport 4 acres Marine Algae 3yrs App rec'd (2/3/22); 30 day public comment
Hutchins II, Edward NE of Cape Porpoise Harbor Kennebunkport | 4 acres Marine Algae 3yrs App rec'd 5/5/22; comments due 6/4/22
Doyle, Victor E of Barlett Isl, Blue Hill Bay Mount Desert 1 acre Shellfish 3yrs Pub Hearing 6/15/22 6 pm Mt Desert Bldg
Smith, Peter Upper Dodge Cove, Damariscotta Rvr Newcastle 3.96 acres | Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd (1/7/22); 30 day public comment
Bracy L, and Lombardo, P N of Coombs Cove, Pemaquid River Pemaquid 1.6 acres | Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd 7/19, comments due 8/21/21
Restorative Aquaculture LLC WSW of Mackworth Island, Casco Bay Portland 3.38 acres | Shellfish/algae 3yrs 30 day public comment period (3/26/22)
Johnson, Ezra et al. NE part of Burt Coat Harbor Swans Island 1.6 acres | Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd 5/24/21; comments due 6/26/21
Ocean Resources, Inc Jordan River in Lemoine and Trenton 2.96 acres | Shellfish 3 yrs Site Review Complete 9/3/2021

T Bennett & A Simmons N of Haystack Island, Medomak River Waldoboro 2.52 acres | Shellfish 3yrs App rec'd (3/3/22); comments due (4/2/22)
Hunt, Stewart Upper Basket Island Ledge, Casco Bay Yarmouth 3.9acres | Shellfish/algae 3yrs App rec'd 5/24/21; comments due 6/26/21
So ME Sustainable Shellfish, LLC | West of Sewall's Bridge, York River York 0.97 acres | Shellfish 3 yrs 30 day public comment period (4/23/22)

anaara Lease ADp Aal1l0

Name of Applicant/Company Site Town Size Product Duration | Status

Acadia Aqua Farms, LLC Frenchman Bay Bar Harbor 68.3 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Site Review TBD

Pemaquid Mussel Farms LLC Mt Desert narrows, E of Googins Ledge Bar Harbor 32 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Application rec'd 5/7/21, site review TBD
Acadia Aqua Farms, LLC SW of Googins Ledge, Frenchman Bay Bay Harbor 48 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Hearing scheduled 3/28/22, 5pm, remote
Pleasant Cove Oyster Farm, LLC | Pleasant Cove , Damariscotta River Boothbay 6.26 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Site Review Complete 5/20/2021

Ferda Farms LLC E of Lower Coombs Isl, New Meadows Rvr Brunswick 2.33 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Application rec'd 2/28/22; site visit TBD
Johnson, Timothy SE of Barnes Pt, Middle Bay Brunswick 17 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Application rec'd 3/15/21, site review TBD
Nice Oyster Company, LLC E of Woodward Pt, New Meadows River Brunswick 4.49 acres Shellfish 10 yrs Application rec'd 4/21/21; site review TBD
Great Ledge Cove Seafood LLC NE L'il Chebeague Isl, Wstrn Chandlers Cove | Chebeague Isl | 6.85 Acres | Marine Algae | 20 yrs Application rec'd 11/24/21, site visit TBD
Summit Point LLC NE of Clapboard Isl, Casco Bay; Falmouth & Cumberland 100 acres Marine Algae | 20 yrs Site review complete (3/18/21)

Dodge Cove Marine Farm SE of Dodge Pt Damariscotta | 12.26 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 7/15/21; site review TBD

Coffin, Bailey W of Sow & Pigs Isl, Casco Bay Freeport 6.84 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 6/16/21 - site review TBD
Sparta, Kenneth Curtis West of Crab Island, Casco Bay Freeport 8.25 acres Shellfish/algae | 20 yrs App rec'd 3/25/22, site review TBD
Gaffney, Michael & Mark N of Phoebe Isl, Robinshood Cove Georgetown 7 acres Shellfish 20 Yrs Application rec'd 11/24/21, site visit TBD
Butterfield, Keith Casco Bay, southwest of Lower Goose Island Harpswell 25 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Scoping session at Harpswell (1/14/22)
Love Point Oysters, LLC Middle Bay, Southeast of Upper Goose Island Harpswell 3.20 acres Shellfish/algae | 20 yrs Application rec'd (2/15/22), site review TBD
Restorative Aquaculture LLC Middle Bay, E of Scragg Island Harpswell 9.89 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App. rec'd 10/20/21; site review TBD
Wilson Cove LLC Middle Bay, Wilson Cove Harpswell 3.21 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Scoping session at Harpswell (4/25/2022)
Islesboro Marine Enterprises, Inc | NE of Flat Island, Penobscot Bay Islesboro 6 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Application rec'd 4/1/21, site review TBD
George Faux, Inc. S of Great Salt Bay, Upper Damariscotta Rvr Newcastle 1.8 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Application rec'd (2/15/22), site review TBD
Maine Oyster Inc. E and S of Lehman Isl. Upper Sheepscot Rvr Newcastle 10 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Application rec'd 6/17/21, site review TBD
Hermit Island Oyster Co, LLC Hermit Isl, Small Pt Hbr, New Meadows Rivr Phippsburg 2.56 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Application rec'd 5/26/21; site review TBD
Hermit Island Oyster Co, LLC The Branch, New Meadows River Phippsburg 0.62 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Appl Rec'ds 5/26/21, Site Review TBD
Maine Fresh Sea Farms LLC Clark Cove, Damariscotta River So. Bristol 3.6 acres Marine Algae | 10 yrs Application rec'd 5/4/21, site review TBD
Dewey's Shellfish, LLC NW of Peters Island, Damariscotta River South Bristol 0.58 acre Shellfish 20 yrs Application rec'd 8/16/21, site review TBD
Heron Island Oyster Company Fitch Cove, at Glidden Ledge, E Damr. Rvr South Bristol | 1 acre Shellfish 20 yrs Application rec'd 10/4/21; site review TBD
Morning Star Fisheries, LLC Sheepscot River, W of Boston Island Southport 4.5 acres Marine Algae | 20 yrs Application rec'd 11/24/21, site visit TBD
Brewer, Robert E of Penobscot Bay SW of Andrews Island Stonington 3.26 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 10/20/21; site review TBD
Harvey, Brian W of Haynes Pt, Goose Cove, Western Bay Trenton 6 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Public hearing 4/12/22, 5pm, Trenton
Baines, Robert & Cole W Penob. Bay, WHewitt Isl, S of Clam Ledges Unorg. Terr. 7.33 acres Marine Algae | 20 yrs App rec'd 1/6/22; site visit TBD
Henninger, Thomas E of Mouth of Broad Cove, Casco Bay Yarmouth 5.9 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Hearing scheduled 3/8/22, 5pm, Yarmouth
Nickerson, Travis E of Blaney Pt Yarmouth 2.80 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Application rec'd 10/4/21; site review TBD

Experimental Lease: up to 3 years, 4 acres and is non-renewable: Standard Lease: term up to 20 years, size is up to 100 acres and is renewable
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GUEST COLUMN: Environmental impact must be determined before wind leases

By Ben Martens, Maine Coast Fishermen's Association, and Sean Mahoney,
Conservation Law Foundation. First published in the Portland Press Herald.

The Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association and Conservation Law Foundation
may disagree on a few things, but we both recognize the urgency of the climate

wind development avoid and reduce environmental and economic impacts, as
well as potential conflicts with ocean users, to the greatest extent possible. It
would also provide stakeholders, including fishermen, a meaningful seat at the
table in making siting decisions. By providing greater analysis and explanation

for the bureau’s decision-making, this

crisis. If it isn't addressed, warming wa-
ters and a changing environment will
undoubtedly continue to disrupt fish-
eries, wildlife and marine habitat, with
the potential to forever change the fish-
ing communities along Maine’s coast.
The Gulf of Maine’s importance to the
local food system, coastal economy,
and culture demands not only that we
develop solutions to reduce warming
emissions, but also that we do so in
an equitable, thoughtful, inclusive and
transparent manner.

Harnessing the energy of the wind has
been identified as a key part of the
plan for future energy production. Late
last year, the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management, the federal agency re-
sponsible for overseeing offshore wind
development, announced plans to lease
areas in the Gulf of Maine for offshore
wind projects. The bureau will hold a
meeting Thursday to begin identifying
lease areas for development.

The process for locating offshore wind
development is critical if we wish to
protect the Gulf of Maine ecosystem
and New England’s coastal communities. Unfortunately, the current process
for assessing and granting lease areas does not do enough to protect the Gulf of
Maine ecosystem and fishing communities and must be improved before any
areas are identified for leasing in the Gulf of Maine.

We are asking for the bureau to change how it evaluates and identifies areas
suitable for development to ensure that the process is based on a thorough en-
vironmental analysis and includes extensive stakeholder input.

The bureau conducts a full environmental review under the National
Environmental Policy Act — a 50-year-old law that requires federal agencies
to take a hard look at the environmental and economic impacts of the federal
action — only after potential wind energy development areas are identified and
leased.

Waiting to conduct a comprehensive review of the full scope of potential eco-
nomic and environmental impacts is, quite simply, backward. Delaying the as-
sessment runs the risk of selecting wind energy development areas that have
significant impacts on marine mammals and fish, existing fishing activity and
ocean habitat. The current process falls far short of being inclusive of stake-
holders and the public.

To address this issue, the bureau must first conduct a programmatic environ-
mental impact statement under the National Environmental Policy Act before
designating locations as wind energy areas. This process would provide the ro-
bust analysis necessary to ensure that the areas selected for eventual offshore

HY-LINER
ROPE COMPANY

SINK
ROPE

FLOAT
ROPE

Highest quality ropes made in Maine
SuperSink ¢ SteelLiner « EasyPull ¢ Float Ropes

HY-LINER ROPE COMPANY
ST. GEORGE, MAINE

At a meeting in May, BOEM stated that the entire Gulf of Maine is

considered the "Gulf of Maine Planning Area’, which it will narrow
down for wind energy leases. BOEM graphic.

process also would increase transpar-
ency, which would help build public
confidence in how these areas are cho-
sen.

The Gulf of Maine is recognized as one
of the most productive ecosystems in
the world and plays a major role in our
state’s culture and heritage. Moreover,
it also provides the foundation for
a coastal economy characterized by
commercial and recreational fishing,
aquaculture, recreational boating,
shipping and tourism.

We must address the climate crisis, but
we must also ensure that new devel-
opment does not come at the expense
of the Gulf of Maine ocean ecosystem,
and Maine’s fishing communities.
Federal officials haven't yet outlined
what process they plan to follow for
determining the wind energy areas in
the Gulf of Maine, so there is still time
to get this right.

We must ensure that this vitally im-
portant ecosystem is protected. That
means the bureau needs to conduct a
full environmental review and consider input from stakeholders before choos-
ing areas for any offshore development.

We owe it to our coastal communities, fishermen and the wildlife that call the
Gulf of Maine home to do everything we can to make sure offshore wind is built
responsibly.
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COD LANDINGS LOWEST EVER

HERRING INDUSTRY WILL RECEIVE FEDERAL MONEY

One of the oldest fishing industries
in the US. sank to a new low in
catch last year. New England fish-
ermen have caught Atlantic cod for
centuries, but the catch has dwin-
dled over the last decade due to
overfishing, restrictive fishing quo-
tas, and environmental changes.
The vast majority of the fish come
to the docks in Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, and Maine. Maine fish-
ermen brought fewer cod to the
docks in 2021 than any other in re-
corded history, according to Department of Marine Resources data. The state’s
catch, which was more than 20 million pounds in the early 1990s, was less than
50,000 pounds last year.

Photo courtesy of R. Michelson.

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS CALL FOR IMPACT STATEMENT ON
OFFSHORE WIND FARMS

A wide coalition of New England conservation groups is calling on federal regu-
lators for a rigorous review of the potential effects of offshore wind farms on
Gulf of Maine ecosystems and fisheries. They want the review completed before
specific wind sites are proposed, which was not done for wind lease areas in
southern New England. Eighteen groups from Massachusetts, New Hampshire
and Maine signed on to the effort, ranging from the New England Aquarium
to the Natural Resources Council of Maine, as well as national organizations
like the Audubon Society. They are calling for a “Programmatic Environmental
Impact Statement” — a comprehensive up-front review of the all the Gulf’s eco-
systems, before any consideration of where the best wind lease sites might be.

HYDRO-SLAVE

SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
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® no stress on boat timbers

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT

*11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
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roller bearings
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the internet: marine-hydraulic-engineering.com

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING

17 Gordon Drive * Rockland, Maine ¢ Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com

The federal government will provide $11 million to commercial herring fisher-
men and shore-side processors in four states this year. A scientific assessment
in 2020 found that herring are overfished and quotas for the fish were reduced
dramatically. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
declared a “fishery disaster” in November 2021, clearing the way for financial
assistance. Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo said that the herring in-
dustry in Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island will get the
assistance. More than $7 million is allocated for Maine.

CANADA EXTENDS GEORGES BANK DRILLING BAN

The Canadian ban on drilling for oil and gas on Georges Bank has been extend-
ed again until the end of 2032. The moratorium was set to expire at the end of
the year. Official notice of the extension was posted in May.

The joint federal-provincial moratorium prohibits “the exploration and drill-
ing for and the production, conservation and processing of petroleum” from
January 1, 2023, to December 31, 2032.

ISLAND INSTITUTE AIMS TO ELECTRIFY THE COAST

The Island Institute in Rockland is working to electrify Maine’s working wa-
terfront by electrifying the boats, wharves, and businesses. The non-profit or-
ganization calls the project a climate adaptation strategy that will reduce op-
erating costs of fishing and lobstering over time. Among the project’s goals are
to put at least 100 electric outboard motors on fishermen and aquaculturists’
skiffs by 2025; install solar-powered charging stations on docks and wharves;
provide grants to fund clean energy projects for fishermen, marine-based busi-
nesses, and businesses critical to sustaining the working waterfront.

HEAD OF MARINE PATROL TO STEP DOWN

Colonel Jay Carroll, a 23-year veteran of the Maine Marine Patrol, will be re-
tiring from the bureau soon. Colonel Carroll took his position as the head of
Marine Patrol in 2019, replacing Jon Cornish in the position.

Carroll served as Lieutenant of
Division II since 2014 and before
that served for thirteen years as
a field Sergeant in Hancock and
Washington Counties, one year
as a Boat Captain in Knox County,
and four years as an Officer in the
Port Clyde patrol area.

Carroll has a lifelong connec-
tion to Marine Patrol. His father,
Jim, was also a Lieutenant in
Division II. His uncle John Carroll
and cousin Richard LaHaye ]Jr.
both served as Marine Patrol
Lieutenants, and his cousin Tim
Carroll, currently the Sheriff of
Knox County, also served in the
Marine Patrol.

Col. Carroll with a photo of his father Jim

behind. DMR photo.
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( More details on all of these events can be found online at www.mainelobstermen.org >

June 1

Lobster Advisory Council, 4 p.m., Maine
Department of Marine Resources, Augusta.
FMI: www.maine.gov/dmr.

June 4

68th annual meeting of the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association, 3-5 p.m., University
of Maine Hutchinson Center, Belfast. Doors
open at 2 p.m. FM]I, call Andi at 207-967-4555.

June 14

"Competing for the Commons along Maine’s
Coast," talk by MCCF director Paul Anderson,
7 p-m., online and in-person, Schoodic
Institute, Winter Harbor. FMI: https://coast-
alfisheries.org/events.

Junel8

Launch! Claws for Cause Lobster Festival,
noon- 4 p.m., Kennebunkport FMI: www.
gokennebunks.com/launch.

MLA at Boothbay Harbor lobster boat races,
8-10 a.m.

June 24-26
Maine Oyster Festival, Freeport. FMI: https://
www.visitfreeport.com/themaineoysterfestival.

June 26-July 2

Boothbay Harbor’s 60th Annual Windjammer
Days. FMI: www.boothbayharborwindjammer-
days.org.

June 28-30

New England Fishery Management Council
meeting, Holiday Inn by the Bay, Portland, ME.
FMI: www.nefimc.org.

July 2
MLA at Moosabec Reach Lobster Boat Races,
8 a.m.-3 p.m.

July 10
MLA at Stonington Lobster Boat Races, 8-10
am.

July 15-17
Yarmouth Clam Festival, Yarmouth. FMI: www.
clamfestival.com.

July 20

Maine Offshore Wind Roadmap Advisory
Committee Meeting, virtual, 9 a.m.-noon. To
register: https://www.maineoffshorewind.org.

August 3-7
75th Maine Lobster Festival, Rockland. FMI:
www.mainelobsterfestival.com.

Tailored Financing Specifically
For Your Marine Needs.

144 US Route One

) MAINE
h, M
Scarborough, Maine FINANCIAL GROUP

New Boat Construction * Used Boat Loans
Traps & Gear Loans ¢ Refinancing & Repowering

A Katahdin Trust Company Affiliate

CONTACT: Jim Amabile ¢ 1.800.974.9995

MEMBER FDIC 12} EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

SHARE WHAT THE LOBSTER INDUSTRY MEANS TO YOU — AND WIN!

No one cares more about the sustainability and protection of the Gulf of Maine
than Maine lobstermen. In fact, lobstermen have been excellent stewards of
the ocean for more than a century. We know that the future of our industry

and our way of life relies on the preservation of
this fishery.

Now the Maine Lobstermen’s Association
(MLA) and Rugged Seas want to hear from
the next generation of Maine lobstermen. In a
brief paragraph or two tell us what this fishery
means to you. Why is it important to protect
and preserve the lobster fishery? What are you
doing to be responsible stewards of the ocean?
This contest is open to those who are relatively
new to the industry and who will be responsi-
ble for ensuring its future.

One winning entry will be chosen and will re-
ceive all-new boots from XTRATUF and bibs
from Guy Cotten, as well as Rugged Seas gear.

Entries should be mailed to:

Rugged Seas Contest
c/o MLA

2 Storer Street, Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043

or they can be emailed to andi@mainelobster-
men.org.

Essays will be collected until August 1 and
a winner will be announced in September.
Entries may also be featured in upcoming edi-
tions of Landings.

Maine lobstermen symbolize the spirit of our
state and are working to ensure their heritage
can continue to be passed down from genera-
tion to generation.

Please share your story so that others can understand the passion, dedication,
and sustainable practices of Maine lobstermen.

Rugged Seas, based in Portland, operates a Bib Drop Program and has 11 barrels

to collect old bibs throughout New England.
The old gear is recycled into handmade bags
and other retail products.

Recently, the Port Clyde Fishermen's Co-op do-
nated the most old gear of the eleven sites, with
one boat and its crew thus getting a new fishing
outfit. The Co-op has decided to donate that
gear to the winner of this contest.

To learn more about the Rugged Seas Bib Drop
Program, or to encourage your co-op or buying
station to participate, visit: https://www.rug-
gedseas.com/bibdrop-program.

The young men and women of Maine’s lobster fishery know better than most what it means to care for

the ocean and to make a living from its resources. We want to hear from you: what does the fishery
mean to you? What do you do to protect and conserve the Gulf of Maine? MLA photo.
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Festivals continued from page 1

The Maine Oyster Festival

The Maine Oyster Festival will take place in Freeport on June 24 to 26. The festival
showcases the thriving oyster aquaculture industry in the state, which includes
more than 150 oyster farms operating from Downeast Maine to Ogunquit. The
Maine Oyster Festival will be the first oyster festival in Maine celebrating oysters
and the people who farm them, according to the festival web site.

During the two-day event, dozens of oyster growers will be shucking and serv-
ing oysters while a group of industry experts will be blind-tasting oysters and
awarding an Oyster of the Year Award. There will be oyster shucking competi-
tions and tours of local oyster farms leaving from South Freeport. Children can
enjoy hands-on crafts and educational activities related to the marine environ-
ment. And there will be oyster cooking demonstrations by Maine chefs to tempt
the novice and expert alike. In the evening there will be live music, craft beer and
other beverages, and food. https://www.visitfreeport.com/themaineoysterfestival

Windjammer Days

Boothbay Harbor’s 60th Annual Windjammer Days happens from June 26 to
July 2. The festival is organized
by Friends of Windjammers, a
nonprofit community organi-
zation of volunteers. It will fea-
ture an antique boat parade and
pier party, boat tours with local
companies, sailboat races for
children and adults, a crab cake
cook-off, and more. The tradi-
tional Blessing of the Fishing
Fleet takes place on Sunday,
June 26, at 1:30 p.m. after the
outdoor memorial service at Fisherman's Memorial Park. This year shipwright
Ross Branch will give a talk at 4 p.m. on June 28 on the fishing vessel. She was
built in 1894 and carried fishermen to the Grand Banks, Labrador, Nova Scotia,
and Newfoundland for many decades. She is currently being restored at Bristol
Marine. https://www.boothbayharborwindjammerdays.org

The annual Blessing of the Fleet.
Photo courtesy of Windjammer Days.

Yarmouth Clam Festival

The 55th annual Yarmouth Clam Festival returns from July 15-17 with a parade,
classic car show, and the ever-popular clam shucking contest. There will be a

craft show, carnival, more than 40 live musical acts, a pie eating contest, a
kid’s fun run, a firefighter’s competition, K9 demonstration, professional bike
race and fireworks. Organized by the Yarmouth Chamber of Commerce, the
festival usually draws over 100,000 people from throughout the country and
Maine, many of whom come to eat. The festival food booths are all run by
Yarmouth-based, non-profit organizations which typically serve more than
6,000 pounds of clams, 6,000 lobster rolls, 2,500 pancake breakfasts, 2,000
shore dinners, 400 homemade pies, and 6,000 strawberry shortcakes. The pro-
ceeds of the festival support local nonprofits that include Yarmouth Scouts,
Royal River Chorus and the Yarmouth Lions Club. www.clamfestival.com

Maine Lobster Festival

The 75th Maine Lobster Festival returns to
Rockland this summer. It runs from August
3 to August 7 and, this year, admission is
free!

The Maine Lobster Festival attracts tens
of thousands of visitors to Rockland each
summer to enjoy lobster dinners, re-
nowned entertainers, and Maine crafts and
art. The lobster cooking contest returns as
does the Maine Sea Goddess contest and
Great International Lobster Crate Race.
While there will be no carnival this year,
the festival has added two large playsets for
children, a larger tent for children’s activi-
ties, arock climbing wall and an arcade.

The Maine Sea Goddess
and King Neptune
return to Rockland this

To celebrate its 75th anniversary, the festi- year. MLF photo.

val has created its own cookbook featuring
lobster or other local Maine ingredients, such as seafood, vegetables and fruits,
which will be on sale throughout the event. www.mainelobsterfestival.com

Winter Harbor Lobster Festival

Winter Harbor Lobster Festival, Craft Fair, and Boat Races are scheduled to
be held on Saturday, August 13. The Winter Harbor Lobster Festival includes
an all day lobster extravaganza with food, crafts, and the famous lobster boat
races. hitps://schoodicchamber.com/craft-fair-boat-races

MAINE

www.readyseafood.com

Proud donor to Save Maine Lobstermen

U.S.A.
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