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ABSTRACT OF THESIS

This study commences with a discussion on the nature of 'place'

making reference to the limited scientific literature on the subject
(Chapter 1). An initial model of place is established, being the

- association of a piece of environment with human behaviour, concepts
and artifacts, as well as involving such properties as boundary
definitions, rules controlling access and time of use, systems of
naming and classification, and psychological complexes of memories
and emotional attachments. This model is used throughout the

- thesis to identify and analyse the place constructs of the Lardil
people, a tribe of Australian Aborigines inhabiting Mornington
Island and some other islands of the North Wellesley group in the
southern Gulf of Carpentaria.

After examining the methods of data collection used in the research
(Chapter 2), the physical environment of Mornington Island is
briefly described - climate, geomorphology, soils and plants
(Chapter.3). A land systems model 1is constructed to which is
- correlated patterns of the people-environment relations of the
* traditional hunter-gatherer life (at c.1910). Ethnic models of
environmental knowledge that have been elicited from Aboriginal
informants include geography, social organisation and land tenure,
seasonal movement and resource exploitation, construction of shelters,
and use of places such as camps, graves, sacred sites, resource
places, dancing and initiation grounds (Chapter 4).

fThe Lardil cosmology and cosmogény is outlined in Chapter 5. Here,

. certain properties of place are shown to form part of a set of
mental constructs that were the basis of a sacred philosophy
concerning Aboriginal man and his relation to the world. The Lardil
call this philosophy 'the law'. Amongst other things, the law
provides an explanation of the origin of Aboriginal man and his
landscape. It also explains how the natural environment is
inhabited by invisible animate beings whose actions are causally
interrelated with those of humans. It demonstrates the necessity
for the Lardil people to observe certain behavioural rules whilst
using their envfronment in order to maintain an overall harmony
between themselves and its invisible inhabitants.

(i1)



The next Chapter contains an historical dissertation on the culture
contact between the Aborigines and people of Asian and European
origin. It traces the contact period from prior to the arrival

of the first missionaries (1914) up until 1975 (Chapter 6). A model
of cultural change is constructed to assist in understanding the
changing uses of place during this period. This model is then

used in Chapter 7 to explain the origin of the places that were used
by the Mornington Island people in 1975. This chapter deals
largely with the mission settlement in which the majority of people
today live as a concentrated population with access to Western
housing and community services. The continuity of traditional
man-environment systems over 60 years is examined, as well as the
introduction of new systems by the missionaries, e.g. new social
institutions, physical structures, economic resources, behaviour
controls, local travel patterns. An account of contemporary travel
to settlements, towns and cities on the mainland brings the
ethnography to a close.

The conclusion (Chapter 8) deals with the elaboration of the

initial model of place based on the ethnographic evidence of the
previous chapters. The model is examined with the focus on cross-
cultural differences. Aboriginality at place is distinguished

from acculturated Western attributes. The role of place in the
maintenance of cultural identity is discussed and finally, Lardil
places are shown to be capable of being described using a
structuralist type analysis.

N.B.The spelling of .the tribal name Lardil is that commonly used in the
anthropological Titerature. Its pronunciation, according to :
contemporary members of this group, is Zetil (to use the practical
orthography devised by Klokeid (1974).)
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CHAPTER 1 THE NATURE OF PLACE

Introduction

This research is generally concerned with how people relate to
their environment. They do this in a variety of ways: they perceive
it and remember experiences of it; they think of it and speak of it;
they remove various parts of it for food, energy and material resources;
they continually erect and alter structures in it; they have whole
systems of belief, attitudes and values about it; they move and
behave in it. The relation of people to their environment is
essentially an active one. They act upon it - they breathe the
air; they can physically alter it; attach symbolic properties to it;
and focus their senses upon certain parts of it. Likewise, the
environment acts upon people. It provides a regular continuum of
changing sensory stimuli; it restricts and directs human movement and
activity through its physical barriers and open spaces; it affects
human comfort and energy. There is then, mutual interaction between
man and his environment. New juxtapositions and combinations of the
two occur continually - both in the space of the world and the internal
space of man's mind (mental space). Man's actions on the environment
may produce new physical combinations of forms and spaces and symbols
and artifacts; simultaneously, these experiences may result in his
forming new, changed or reinforced mental constructs about his
environment. Such everyday interactions comprise new syntheses of
man and his environment.

This concept of man—environment] interaction is only recent - it
is preceded by a long history of scholariy debate upon whether man
controls his surroundings or vice versa. The history of this
dilemma has been outlined by Hillier and Leaman (1973 ), and they
provide a detailed argument for its transcendence based on the idea of
mutual interaction described above. -~

Regular patterns of man-environment interaction across large
groups of people can be observed in all cultures and in all sizes of
groups. A distinctive and regular character of environment, a

The words 'man-environment' do not connote the exclusion of women
and children from this study, but rather, follow the contemporary
use of this term in the literature, one that includes ail humans.
A more accurate term would be 'people-environment'.



constancy of architectural or building style and scale in space,
are all seen to exist within the buildings of each specific cultural
group. '

Further, people use many parts of the environment in the same
ways, e.g. they walk in the same directions along streets; they sit
orderly together at the theatre; they synchronise much of their
behaviour in time - sleep at night, eat on rising, etc. They also
share much common knowledge about their environment which they apply
in a meanifgful way when they communicate. Thus a person in a
particular culture can usually tell another person from that same
culture where an event occurred, or how to travel to a certain place.
THey know where various components of their environments are -
libraries, parks, roadways, corner shops, railway stations, etc.

This indicates that members of cultural groups have a shared
intelligibility that they use to interact with their environment.

It is essentially a social intelligibility that people collectively
use to change and construct their physical surroundings in a physically
and socially harmonised way. In addition it is used to carry out
social and private operations within those surroundings in a
meaningful, ordered, and socially-agreed-upon way. The subject of
this thesis deals with a part of this shared intelligibility that
pertains to the social use of.place.

The social origins of place

Part of man's quest to organise his universe in a meaningful way
seems to involve making parts of it into 'places'. . What can be said
of this phenomenon of ‘'places'? The shorter Oxford Dictionary
tells us that a place is "a particular part of space of definite
situation". A place is simply not any part of space. Parts of the
environment are differentiated by a number of people as having some
special properties that at times make them more worthy of attention
than their surroundings. Places often have names and boundaries.
People may be observed to behave in characteristic ways at particular
types of places at particular times, e.g. in parks at lunch time,
or at railway stations when trains are due. Some places are
accessible to the public whilst others are controlled or owned by
an individual or group. There are rules that allow people access to
places and rules that keep people out of places. What is the nature
of such special  properties and from where do they come? How do



social properties get into the environment to make places? .

McBride and Clancy (1975) have suggested that places are created
in a process of social interaction. They argue that certain pieces
of the environment are more suitable to accommodate particular
social interactions or activities, and become distinguished as
places by being spatially associated with a particular activity.
The place's suitability to accommodate the activity is attributed
to its natural properties - perhaps shade, availability of fresh
water, enjoyable vista, etc. It becomes a reinforcer for that
activity due to its high degree of suitability to house the activity.
The piece of environment becomes defined as a place, and its
qualities of place are reinforced with each successive occurrence
of the particular social interaction (McBride and Clancy 1975:5-6).
This process is an example of a mutual man-environment interaction.
Man behaves characteristically at a place, and the place physically
supports or reinforces a characteristic behaviour. "The whole
event begins to emerge as a single unit of function and of context."\
(McBride and Clancy 1975:6).

However, this explanation does not seem entirely complete.
There exist places at which no behaviour regularly occurs, e.g. on
the moon, or perhaps at a natural feature that is well known
geographically through maps but which may never have been seen.
Many places originate socially through a process of one person showing
another a place and telling of its properties. Such a property may
consist of just a name, not necessarily an aspect of human behaviour,
or it could be a description of an event that occurred there once.
Thus many places arise through the association of a piece of
environment with a special piece of knowledge rather than with a
characteristic sequence of human behaviour. Places can act as
signs, symbols of class, power, identity - numerous mental associations
are possible.

In many cases a place may only exist in the mind without any
physical correlate in the outside worid. Examples of such place
constructs are to be found in fiction, fantasy, dream and mystic
knowledge of unobtainable realms. Alternatively, the physical
correlate may exist, but may not be accessible to the senses. Places
have a variable scale (May 1970:214, Norberg Schulz 1971: Ch.2,

Relph 1976:20). Cupboards and attics, houses and towns are all
called places. The largest places extend outside one's visual fie]d.]

1. Visual field is defined as the 'instantaneous pictorial view of
the eves' (after Gihcan 1080-42 420



They can only be experienced in part, e.g. islands and countries,
planets and galaxies. The extent of many such large places could
only be imagined with the aid of maps, until the use of aerial and
satellite photography. .

Above there is to be seen a contrast in ways of experiencing
places. One is a physical experience of being at such-and-such a
place; the other is through thought and memory. This dichotomy
is described by Schulz (1962-1973:XXXVI-XXXVII, XLII).I He
distinguishes (a) interactions in physical sensory space - or how
individuals are interacting with their immediate surroundings at
a given time from (b) interactions in mental space involving
environmental concepts, memory knowledge of environmental experiences,
emotions, and intimacies connected with such experiences. Examples
of the latter class of interactions may well have derived from the
previous class. Past experiences of places can be recalled and
referred to during thought and conversation. Their properties may
be used to help describe ideas about other places, real or imaginary.

Some places may exist due to the presence of some natural
feature that the members of a local group or a passer-by find
interesting, significant or aesthetic in seme way. In this manner,
a traveller's eye may be arrested in some fleeting glance by a
scene so visually dramatic, that it is vividly impressed on his
memory as a place of great beauty or of visual excitement (Tuan
1977:161). Outstanding visual properties may also be accompanied by
textures, smells and sounds, giving a unique 'sense of place' to
use Tuan's phrase (1975:235). For example breweries and biscuit
factories, stables and butchers' shops are commonly recognized by
their smells.

Places with outstanding sensory properties may be of interest
to many cultures and groups, and may even be of world fame, e.g.
Mt. Vesuvius, Ayers Rock, Niagara Falls, Mt. Everest. Of these
Tuan (1977:164) says "Enduring places, of which there are very few
in the world, speak of humanity".

On the other hand many places that one cultural group selects
to regard as significant in the landscape may differ in quality
from those valued by the next group. For example John von Sturmer,

1. It is his model of the 'I' world and the 'me' world.



an anthropologist who studies Aboriginal societies in Cape York

has experienced Aborigines showing him places in the natural
landscape that they see as outstanding and detached from the
environs, yet he himself reports seeing no special variation
between such places and the surrounding landscape (p.c.,February
1976). There are cultural groups who believe in seldom-seen or
unseen entities that are to be found at particular places (e.g-
fairies, leprechauns, energy fields in pyramids). Thus Tuan (1975:
234) refers to the “spirit® of a place when referring to the abodes
of gods, good and evil energies, invisible creatures, etc. The
cross cultural differences in the nature and properties of place is a
theme that will be amplified as this dissertation proceeds.

It can be seen from the above that places do not need man-built
structures to exist. Rapoport (1972:3-3-11) has argued that the
Australian Aborigines were able to establish a sense of place and
extensive local geographies without necessarily using permanent
buildings or settlements. It will be argued herein that the evidence
on the Lardil supports this claim.

This introduces a third way of making place - by changing the
physical properties of a piece of the environment to distinguish it
from its surroundings. This may be done by rearranging the
physical elements that are already there, e.g. by digging a hole;
alternatively by adding new physical elements or markers, e.g.
erecting a structure of some kind.

Major changes in the physical environment of the Western world
usually involve architectural and planning agencies. Relph (1976)
makes strong criticisms of contemporary architects and planners who
he says are perpetuating a careless, superficial, insensitive
attitude to place by creating environments that lack diversity,
character and authenticity, and that originate from social stereotypes,
mass values and intellectual fashions. Such a state, Relph
calls "placelessness”. In contrast he discusses (1976:B8)
indigenous cultures who have built structures to create a strong
sense of place - one of authenticity without theoretical or aesthetic
pretension.

At this point in the discussion it is possible to distinguish
at least three ways of imposing properties on the environment to
differentiate places:

(1 through the enactment of characteristic sequences of behaviour

in a particular piece of the environment;



(2) by mentally associating certain concepts or ideas with a
particular piece of environment; and
(3) by physically altering a piece of environment.

There are constructs in the literature on place that would
suggest that the above three methods could be developed into a
model of place properties. Relph (1976:47) has listed the elements
making up the identities of places as "the static physical setting,
the activities, and the meanings...." Elsewhere Relph says (1976:67)
that p]aEes have structure of form, behaviour and meaning.

Canter (1977:158) too has concluded that "a place is the result of
relationships between actions, conceptions and physical attributes".
As this argument proceeds, the process of making places will be
elaborated, and a more complex repertoire of properties generated.

In fact the ways of making places often occur in combination,
e.g. by people erecting a building to house an agreed-upon activity
and then giving the new place a special name. Places then may consist
of physical space and elements together with associations of people,
things, concepts, behaviour, times, past events, legends or
stories....a physical-psychological complex of properties.

To establish social places, such knowledge must be shared about
the nature of a place between individuals. This establishes the
social meaning or sense of a place. Places then always carry the
implications of persons. They have been described as the
exteriorization or expression of man in the environment (Wagner 1972).
"Place is the image of man in space" (Van Eyck in Thakurdesai 1972:
334).]

In general places continue to exist and have social meaning whilst
people use them or relate to them in consistent ways, and teach others
of their properties.2 This provides a heritage of properties that
are passed from person to person for each generation's tenancy.

Those places that have ongoing cultural values (such as houses,
squares, farms, streets, cities, etc.) provide a certain Stability
of environmental meaning for a society (after Norberg-Schulz 1969:228).

1. The investigator would like to know where Goethe said:
“Field, wood and garden were to me only a space,
Until you, my beloved, transformed them to a place"

2. Relph (1976:33) cites Van Eyck (1969) who refers to this property
as "a collectively conditioned place consciousness".



The properties of place so far discussed can be seen to be
dependent for their character upon interactions of people with th-
environment, and of people with people. It appears that place is
definitely a dynamic process of people-environment change, and so
it becomes important to pursue the nature of this change.

Further dynamic aspects of place

Places may have short lives or last for millenia. Places may
begin to die when people die without teaching others of their
properties, although the sites of many places remain marked with the
artifactual remains of their past being, e.g. Shelley's "Ozymandius":

“Two vast and trunkless legs of stone stand in the .desert...”

How do places become non-places, or 'placelessness' as Relph
terms it? One way occurs when places transform so as to be of no
relevance to users. Places can thus be destroyed physically as in
war, or by natural disaster. Relph also mentions (1976:60)
mechanisms of a behavioural and conceptual nature:-

“....changing environmental conditions can render it inadequate
for the purposes of social interaction and individual behaviour....
“....changes in attitude, fashion, or other aspects of belief
systems, can render an image [of place] implausible...."

Thus old place properties are removed and new ones added. Some old
properties may remain, as in the example of the city hotel being
demolished and a new hotel being erected on the same site and given
the name of the old hotel.

Places may not disappear altogether, but undergo a transformation
of properties.- Relph refers to the chimneys of industry that were
once a symbol of technological process but which are now a sign of
environmental pollution. Places take on new meanings and lose
their old ones as people's relationships with them alter in response to
new world views.and cultural change.

Tuan claims (1975:240) that places which are created as public
symbols are often unable to "survive the decay of their particular
cultural matrix". However some may survive if a new culture transforms
the nature of the place symbols to suit their own needs. Builaings
that were designed and built for a single purposé may years later be
re-assimilated into cultural life by being declared a national |
monument, a curio or artwork, or by being converted to a museum, or



given some other status or function of social significance.

Even within a cultural group a single place may have a number
of different meanings, each of which becomes relevant under different
circumstances. Some places are - only used at certain times and
are out of focus at other times (e.g. the seasonal tourist resort).
At many places multiple functions often occur, e.g. a town square
may be a place for political assemblies for some, whilst simultaneously
being a place where others sit and eat their lunches. Different
individuals or groups are likely to relate to a place in different
ways. An.often cited example is the factory that becomes an exciting
playground for trespassing children on the weekends when workers are
absent and machinery is still. Buildings and architectural spaces
are not always used for the purposes for which they were designed.
Canter (1977:178) has also argued that different social groups have
unique perceptions of place which not only may differ but can lead
to conflict. It seems reasonable then to acknowledge a polysemy
of place as an important dynamic quality that is demonstrated when
different cultural groups or individuals use a place in different ways.

One dynamic quality of place is that of transposing properties
from some places, and imposing them in others, The London Bridge
was taken to the U.S.A. - a cultural transplant of place. Explorers,
migrants and settlers take familiar place names from their own country
and use them to name parts of a wilderness or a newly settled land.
In this way a certain security of place is restored in the new and
at first, alien homeland.

A further dynamic aspect of place is that of the place itself
"~ being physically mobile. If an individual journeys for a long enough
period in a wagon, caravan, ship or train, space becomes personalized
and the transport system becomes a mobile place.

A further implication of mobile living (or nomadism) is the
setting up of camps as instant but temporary domiciliary spaces.
If travel direction and path is irregular and aimless such temporary
camps are likeiy to be used but once as temporary places. Relph
(1976:83) describes the reduced significance of home as place when
people continually relocate their residence; for example:- "....it
has been estimated that in North America the rate of mobility is
equivalent to each household moving once every three years...."

Amongst many nomads however, camps, although used for short
periods of time, are not temporary places. If travel conforms to



regular geographical patterns or seasonal cycles, a campsite may
be used intermittently and be regarded by the users as a permanent
place. Its frequency of use may vary, and it may only be
distinguishable in the landscape when transportable domiciles are
erected for the short period of occupancy.

Camps are examples of places at which some properties remain
constant whilst others transform in a regular pattern. (Lardil
camps will be examined in Chapter 4).

Some may consider the natural landscape to be a more consistent
factor amongst all the dynamic properties of place (Relph 1976:30,31).
However it undergoes transformation as well, not only from the
impact.of man, but by the hand of nature itself when considered at the
geological time scale. History and archaeology provide records of
places that have been buried, submerged, or washed away in times
of natural catastrophe (e.g. Atlantis, Pompeii). A more regular
type of change in the natural properties of place is that caused by
the seasons, lunar and tidal cycies, day and night, climatic influences,
etc.

This discussion on dynamic properties of place introduces two more
premises for tnis thesis study. The first is that a study of place,
to be fully complete, must encompass properties of the natural
environment such as weather, soi]s, rocks, plants, animals,
geomorphology and then focus on types of natural change. Such a study
begins in this thesis in Chapter 3.

_ The second premise is that any detailed study of a social

phenomenon (inc]uding place) must take as its framework the cultural
process to determine what types of links and interactions the social
phenomenon of place has with other cultural elements and processes.

Places and cultural processes

The creation and/or destruction of places, are largely complex
cultural processes that require detailed study. Turner has™noted the
same (1973:229,230) in his study of pilgrimages and shrines:-

"....But new pilgrimage shrines are constantly coming into

existence as rumours of miracle workers and saints and their

therapeutic deeds spread among the masses. These shrines may

be situated in new locations. It remains a problem for

intensive investigation to study the new conditions under which



such folk devotions survive until they become established
pilgrimages legitimated by the authorities of the religious
system in whose field of beliefs they have sprung up.....

I am at present inclined to favor the view that a pilgrimage's
best chance of survival is when it imparts to religious
orthodoxy a renewed vitality, rather than when it asserts
against an established system a set of heterodox opinions and
unprecedented styles of religious and symbolic action. In

this “latter situation one finds sects, heresies, and millenarian
movements, but not pilgrimage centres...."

The dynamic relation of place to other cultural dimensions
introduces a class of cultural models that could be termed 'the
cultural ecology paradigm'. This term is borrowed from Goldschmidt
who stated (1971:5) that a "theory of cultural ecology postulates
that....when and as new techniques for effectively exploiting the
environment are discovered or invented, the ecological relationships
of the community and its environment are altered, making possible
and perhaps necessary the development of new institutional forms:
and requiring alteration of proprietaryin individual behaviour,
attitudes and values." It is not necessary to discuss here whether
this postulate is correct or not. It is sufficient to recognize the
importance of providing a cultural framework in which to study the
properties of places. Proshansky (1972:455) has also pointed this
out: "If the environmental psychologist is to predict at all, then he
must deal with relational hypothesgs which specify meaningful
properties of physical settings as related to characteristic activities
and behaviourApatterns and the psychological and sociological processes
underlying them."

Spivak (1973:46) has considered the consequences of terminating
or destroying key community places which are "necessary for support
of the healthy life of a human family and the larger commugity."

Such places he terms 'archetypal places'. He suggests (1973:46)

that if "an archetype is lost to a community, we should see consequent
changes in the structure and location of behaviour in its population,
echoing the pattern of those behaviours whose accommodations have

been lost, disturbed or distorted. We cannot be sure if the behaviour
will be displaced to another setting, mutate into a new kind of
behaviour in the same mode or seem to disappear altogether, only to

10.
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turn up transmuted into emotional pathology, higher divorce rates,
or crime."

A particular aspect of the relation between place and cultural
change -has been e xamined by Rapoport (1978), viz. the change in the
role of settlement and place that occurs when a group undergoes a
change from nomadism to sedentarization. The case study herein is
expected to throw some light on this type of change.

It is clear that the social significance of place, its roie,
and the fortes it exerts and receives, can only be fully determined
by consideration of the cultural elements and processes to which it
is linked. In this thesis an attempt is made to study the
interaction of place with such diverse subjects as social beliefs
and values, social organization, economy, community decision-making,
politics and leadership, social roles, art and music, religion and
ceremony, education, communications, material culture, behavioural
events and settings, movement and transport systems.

Place and time

As different cultural groups express themselves in the environment
in different ways (see e.g. Rapoport, 1969), it can be expected that
the nature of places may vary cross-culturally. It has been stressed
that man-environmenf interaction is essentially dynamic. It is a
transformation of relations that occur in a context of time and space.
One reason for cross-cuitural variation in the nature of place may
be that different cultures operate within different concepts of space
and time (Elkin 1969). The spatial and temporal properties of places
must be examined from the world view of the culture that defines such
places. It can be hypothesized that a contrast will become evident
between the Lardil use of place in response to natural units of
time (seasons, lunar cycles) during'hunter-gatherer life, and use of
place with cycles of Western time units (hours, days, 'the working
week') as in the contemporary settlement situation at Mornington
Island.

With respect to the temporal properties of place, Tuan (1977:179)
provides three categories of time-place relationships: (i) time as
" motion or 'flow', and place as a pause in temporal ‘current'; (ii)
attachment to place as a function of time, captured in the phrase,

‘it takes time to know a place'; and (iii) place as a memorial to
times past. In the last case meaningfulness of place is determined
by people recalling some significant past event associated with a
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particular place (e.g. a past battle at a 'battlefield'). Often
there is a physical marker to symbolize the event, such as a
monument.

The second type of place that Tuan mentions above is that which
one experiences regularly in daily life and with which one
associates the same repeated meaning, behaviour and appearance.

One can observe that individuals and groups demonstrate regular
sequences or cycles of behaviour at a fixed number of places, and
in a fixed order, e.g.. the milkman who delivers milk at the same
sequence of houses, at approximately the same time every night.

Tuan (1975:242) also has pointed out that repeated experience
is one way in which affective bonds reach beyond human beings to
place. This is often in contrast to the first type of place-time
relationship, which may consist of experiencing a place for a brief
time in a journey and then forgetting it soon after. Of course
the reverse may be true as previously mentioned - the properties of
a place may make such an impact on a person that a short exposure
may be all that is required for an intense and everlasting memory.

There is thus no simple quantitative relation between length of
time experienced at a place and intensity of feeling for, or meaning
of that place. Places can be created instantly by an individual
or group, but in géneral, places tend to mature and display some
degree of permenancy over time, as behavioural properties are
reinforced by users, and as they accrue new properties to add to the
complexity of their nature.

Bachelard (1964) has convincingly demonstrated how attachments
to home place grow through ongoing daily use, accumulation of
experience, committment to maintenance, and the association of
memories and daydreams of things past and imaginary.

A place may evoke in a person "yearnings for times past, for
vanished ways of 1ife, or for romanticized history", feelings that
are described as 'nostalgia’ (Newcomb 1972:441). Thus peeple
obtain emotional relationships with places (Lowenthal 1975).

Place experience and emotion

Places that evoke affection in people Tuan (1975:236,241) calls
'‘fields of care'. They provide some sort of comfort or material
support that is 1ikely to generate an affective bond between persons .
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and place. There need not be anything visually outstanding about
such places and they may not be discernible to an uninformed

visitor or passer-by. Tuan gives as an example of a field of care,
the urban neighbourhood (1977:243). Although boundaries may be
invisible to the visitor, groups of inhabitants often establish
conscious spatial limits, focal points for social interaction and a
close identity with their everyday living environment. When such
neighbourhoods become threatened by large-scale redevelopment plans,
protests from residents often result. Strong emotional expression
of attachment to place may be evoked. People will physically
defend their places. In addition, unified group action against
redevelopment reinforces the identity of people with their
neighbourhood and their community. They demonstrate care for their
‘field of care’'. :

Bachelard (1964) and Relph (1976:38-40) have stressed the
intensity of affective bonds that people have with their homes. Such
bonds include heriditary and cultural components, as well as
memories and childhood experiences. "“To have roots in a place is
to have a secure point from which to look out on the world, a firm
grasp of one's own position in the order of things, and a
significant spiritual and psychological attachment to somewhere in
particular". (Relph 1976:38).

Tuan (1977:33) has contrasted the child's attitude to place
with that of adults, who tend to have many more nostalgic experiences
derived from ongoing experience:-

"Place can acquire deep meaning for the adult through the

steady accretion of sentiment over the years. Every piece

of herrloom furniture, or even a stain on the wall, tells a story.

~The child not only has a short past, but his eyes more than
the adult's are on the present and the immediate future.

His vitality for doing things and exploring space is not

suited to the reflective pause and backward glance that ™

make places seem saturated with significance. The child's

imagination is of a special kind. It is tied to activity.

A child will ride a stick as though it were a real horse, and

defend an upturned chair as though it were a real castle. In

reading a book or looking at its pictures, he quickly enters

a fantasy world of adventure. But a broken mirror or an

abandoned tricycle has no message of sadness. And children

are baffled when they are asked to interpret the mood of a
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landscape or landscape painting. People have moods; how

can a scene or place look happy or sad? Yet adults,
particularly educated adults, have no difficulty associating
inanimate objects with moods. Young children, so
imaginative in their own spheres of action, may look matter-
of-factly on places that to adults are haunted by memories."

Tuan (1977:32) has noted that all human beings appear to have
personal belongings and asks if they all require a personal attachment
with a place. "....people, young and old, feel a need to anchor
their personality in objects and places." Of all the human-place
relations, one of the most intense is that of identifying with a
place so strongly that one feels part of it and one believes it is a
part of oneself. There is a merging of place identity and seilf
identity.

Tuan (1977:242) describes such a form of emotional attachment
to place - that of a religious one. "The religious tie is one of
kinship, reaching back in time from proximate ancestors to distant
semi-divine heroes, to the gods of the family hearth and of the city
shrines..." A similar system of human identity with place pervades
throughout much of Aboriginal Australia (Rapoport 1972, Berndt 1974,
Strehlow 1970). Groups of Aborigines have emotional ties with many
places in their lands that were created by ancestral heroes. Many
such places contain magico-religious properties that 1ink place
energies with particular people who share part of those unique place
energies. This subject will be pursued later with respect to the
Lardil.

A contrasting aspect of emotion and place is that of dislike
for some places, e.g. the prisoner may not enjoy his cell, and the
schoolboy may not be happy at his desk. People are sometimes caught
in the dilemma of wishing they were somewhere else (nostalgia) but
at the same time being committed to staying in a place that thgy
do not Tike (melancholia) (after Relph 1976:42).

Relph (1976:51-61) makes a detailed examination of ways of
experiencing and of not experiencing places, in terms of various
mental attitudes or 'frames of mind'. He uses such concepts as
empathy, self consciousness, unselfconsciousness, detachment,
dispassion, alienation, unreflective involvement. He attempts to
delineate modes of identification, part identification or non-
identification of people with place. As a way of classifying places
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he says (1976:143) these categories can be used to differentiate
qualitatively distinct places by providing a model that both reflects
and guides experiences. This is an important paradigm in that it
is one of the few in the place literature. However its exact
usefulness is unclear. Relph says (1976:62) his categories of
place experience are not discrete nor mutually exclusive. He goes
so far as to put forward a polarity of attitude to place. He
contrasts self-consciousness of one's surrounding places with
unselfconsciousness of surroundings. He associates (1976:68) with
these two states of mind, contemporary Western man and 'primitive’
people respectively. ,

It is difficult to take this latter idea seriously. Individuals
change their level of consciousness about things continually. It
may be argued that some people are more often aware of surrounding
places than other people are. For example amongst the Lardil
Aborigines there are some individuals who display continual awareness
about place whilst moving through the landscape. They are always
informative, knowledgeable, and concerned about each new place
encountered.

Relph does however, elsewhere recognize the complexity of
emotional and attentive relationships with places:-

“As a form of existence authenticity consists of a complex

awareness and acceptance of responsiblity for your own

existence. But in terms of the experience and creation of
places, authenticity rarely appears in such a pure form -
instead it is discontinuous and occurs with different levels

of intensity." (Relph 1976:78).

Territories and boundaries

The mention of people defending their neighbourhood introduces a
paradigm of place that has so far not been mentioned, that of

' ‘territoriality'. The concept of human territoriality is one which

has recently been developed by ethologists and anthropologists

alike. Human territories can be regarded as a special class of

places displaying a special set of place properties. Peterson (1976B)

has reviewed the literature on the subject and concludes that man

is territorial in a number of senses. "He has a personal space halo,

notions of property in land, a willingness to defend areas of ground'
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and limits to the range of his daily, yearly and lifetime
wanderings."(Peterson 1976A:13,14). |

Because territories may exist for individua]s,'small groups,
large groups and other aggregates of population, one can distinguish
a scale of territory types and sizes. Lyman & Scott (1967:236-243)
discuss the differences between (a) body territory or personal space,
(b) the territory occupied by a small group of people whilst
interacting, (c) public territories accessible to all members of-a
community. At a larger scale can be considered national territories.

Anthropology is concerned with communal and tribal territories.
The literature on territoriality in Aboriginal Australia (e.g.
see Peterson 1976A) contains functional models explaining the complex
interrelation of factors such as spacing mechanisms, ecology, local
group organisation, local travel, resources, division of labour.

Petersen (1976B:13,14) discusses the origin and maintenance of
comunity territories and states that man "has evolved in societies
so that anything that is intrinsic to society survival is of
fundamental biological importance. Ideologies, most commonly
unilinear ideologies, that associate groups of people with tracts
of land appear to have. been basic to society survival in hunter-
gatherer and many horticultural societies, helping to ensure their
continued survival by forcing small groups to meet the population
_problem locally."

If this hypothesis is appiicable to the Lardil in pre-contact
times, an interesting discovery herein may be the way in which social
and religious places act as spacing mechanisms to maintain the focus
of particular groups in the environment, and thus tend to keep such
groups localized. In addition it might be interesting to see how
such an ancient pattern of evolution could possibly be swiftly
disrupted.

Boundaries are an important feature of territorial places.
Although size and location of place may vary considerably, boundaries
of place are often fixed by individuals and groups, and can provide
important definition to place (Tuan 1977:11). The common nature of
boundaries is that they distinguish the spatial discontinuity of
something. Nevertheless their properties vary greatly. Boundaries
often have associated with them, rules and other devices to control
their permeability; such things as (a) admission procedures,



(b) inclusion and exclusion rules, (c) fences, walls and architectural
symbols, and (d) authorized social roles (e.g. guards, ticket
collectors, customs officers, boundary beaters, custodians, security
officers). These all combine in different ways to control how
people and things cross or do not cross into or out of a place.
People commonly defend their places with aggressive displays at
or near their boundaries, e.g. the farmer chasing trespassers, or
neighbouring countries fighting over their border definition.

There are still further ways of maintaining boundaries:- (a)
with the help of guard dogs; (b) by the use of ceremonies (e.g.
warding off evil spirits); (c) by a group emphasizing some property
of their habitat, that is different to their neighbour's - perhaps
a local resource, a custom, an architectural style, or more pleasant
weather, things that are said to stop at their boundary. Place
then may play a role in the self-identity of the group occupying it.

Although boundaries are usually relatively fixed, they may at
times exhibit dynamic qualities. They can shift to expand or reduce
the size of a place. Boundary re-definition may be achieved by
adjusting physical markers or by imposing new behavioural rules in
an area. If boundaries consist simply of the association of a
particular environmental feature, such as a stream or a street, with
the edge of a prescribed space, a boundary might be adjusted without
any physica]‘disturbance of the landscape - the operation may be
performed on a map or by way of verbal agreement amongst the local
people. The British legal system involves many mechanisms for
redefining places, e.g. land use zoning appeals, title transference,
sub-division of land, the conveyance of land ownership.

Behaviour = settings

Mention has been made of such place attributes as behaviour-
environment interaction, boundaries, ecological structure, time
properties. These things can be observed to combine in a complex way

to form a special class of places known as 'behaviour settings'. This

unit was devised by Barker and Wright (1955) in mid-west towns of

the U.S.A., and elaborated upon by Barker (1968). The ‘behaviour
setting' "is a standing behaviour pattern together with the context
of this behaviour, including the part of the milieu to which the
behaviour is attached and with which it has synomorphic relationship".
(1955:9), i.e. it is an ecological unit consisting of an interaction

17.



18.

between behaving persons and things, time and the immediate
environment. The physical things and time (or 'milieu') are
supportive of the behaviour and surround it. There is an inter-
dependent relation between the two, and hence the term 'synomorphic'.

'Standing behaviour pattern' implies that the behaviour is
persistently extra-individual, i.e. there may be a turn-over of
individuals in a setting, but even though they come and go, they
display repetitive characteristic patterns of behaviour in the
setting. ’Thus the structural qualities of the setting are maintained
independent of personality, except in the case of social deviancy.
Such settings involve forces which coerce individual behaviour
to conform to recognized setting models of what is the correct
behaviour to carry out in the circumstances (Barker and Wright
1955:7-9).

A school room is a good example of a behaviour setting. The
milieu consists of the building, its furniture and equipment (desks,
teacher's table, blackboard, chalk, maps, etc), and the system of
time used to structure the day's teaching activities (periods and
bells). The standing behaviour pattern involves students sitting
in rows at their desks attending at times to their school books,
and at times to the teacher and the blackboard, as they
systematically carry out their lessons. Control of the setting is in
the hands of the teacher, perhaps with support from the headmaster
and his cane. Setting deviancy such as speaking out of turn, throwing
missiles, excessive noise, failing to achieve set goals is dealt
with by warnings, intimidation and punishments.

Other examples of behaviour settings include church
confessional, theatre performances, shops, factory assembly lines,
boxing rings, offices, etc. The behaviour setting puts people in
the situation of contributing their personal behaviour to setting
maintenance. At the same time their individual lifestyles and
life spaces are shaped by the setting. This is what comprises the
synomorphy. The boundary of a behaviour setting is generated by
the behaviour,'and is circumjacent to the behaviour. It may or may
not involve physical components (walls, fences, floors, roofs).

Behaviour settings can be thus seen to comprise a special class
of places of a complex nature. However the literature has not
clearly demonstrated to what extent this model is applicable to
other cultural groups; and if it is, what cultural variables might
be involved. It is hoped that this study will contribute to
these problems.
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Place classification

Peterson suggests (1976B:6) that boundedness "has an aesthetic
and analytic appeal, because by creating a finite universe it allows
for the total exhaustion of a topic in the course of analysis and
makes for ease of comparison. It is this intellectual appeal that
transforms what are often really gradients, clines, areas of
intergradation or zonation into discontinuities or bounded units."

Analysts of place using comparative means implies a form of
place classification. Another method is by contrast. Many pilaces
have different properties and features, but one can find similarities
between some places. Such similarities and differences allow
cultures to classify places according to various criteria and within
different systems of knowledge, e.g. geographic, economic,
demographic, architectural, etc. (Lynch(1960) uses the categories
of paths, nodes and districts).

Nevertheless the complex diversity of place properties and
types prevents the creation of a single set of simple finite or
mutually exclusive categories into which all places can be neatly
sorted. There may be place units that are ambiguous by displaying
some of the attributes of one class and at the same time some of
another class. Effective classification has to focus on some
particular key property (e.g. size, vegetation, urban density) whilst
ignoring others (perhaps group territories, climate, architectural
style). Relph (1976:29) cites Donat who says that places "...never
conform to tidy hierarchies of classification. They all overlap
and interpenetrate one another and are wide open to a variety of
interpretation.” ‘

The study of the classification of things by cultural groups
is a recent field of study within the academic disciplines of
cognitive anthropology and sociolinguistics. Attention has been
on such subjects as ethnobotany (Berlin et al 1974), ethnogenealogy
(Conklin 1964), hamburgers (Frake 1962), reptiles and fish (Bulmer
et al 1975), but the investigator knows of no detailed study on
the places of a cultural group and their classification of those
places. There are some studies however, that deal with some of the
properties of one particular class of places for several groups -
e.g. Berndt's study (1970) of sacred sites in part of Western
Arnhem Land, and that of the places visited and/or made by ancestral
heroes in the land of the Walpiri and Kartangarurru - Kurintji
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(Petersen et al 1978).

A summary of place properties

The above observations on the nature of place provide a
preliminary list of perperties to investigate and consider in the
case of the Lardil of Mornington Isliand. Perhaps other properties
will be found, and cultural factors will be isolated. In summary,
these properties are:-

-

(1) Places have relative location in space, and variable size and
scale.

(2) Common methods of making places are as follows:-

(a) A place can be partly or wholly created by altering the
physical characteristics of a piece of environment.

Such physical features may be natural or man-made.

(b) A place can be partly or wholly created by enacting
special types of behaviour at a particular piece of
environment. Such behaviour becomes associated with
that place.

(c) A place can be partly or wholly created by the association
of concepts, ideas, legends, names, memories with a’
particular piece of environment, i.e. knowledge properties.

(3) Places may be made using a combination of the above methods,
resulting in physical-psychological complexes of multiple
inter-related properties (physical structures are not necessarily
a component). _

(4) Some places can originate in the mind, as distinct from places
of the outside world.

(5) People acquire emotional relations with place - affection,
nostalgia, dislike, etc. In some circumstances personal and
place identities seem to merge.

(6) Properties of place are transmitted socially and thus may stay
constant through generations and cultural periods.

(7) Differences and similarities between places result in various
methods of c]assifying places.

(8) Places display many dynamic properties. For example:-

They are created or destroyed. Destruction can be caused by man

or nature. The social value and meaning of place can change.

Properties can be taken from one place to make another one

elsewhere, and there are such things as mobiie places. There



is a polysemy of place for different individuals, groups

and contexts. In general the nature of place can be seen to be

an ongoing process of people-environment interaction.

(9) Places have time properties such as frequency and degree of use.
Places have the ability to accumulate properties over time,
and may have associated with them past events, experiences and
memories.

(10) People acquire territorial relations with place. They create
boundaries around their places and may be prepared to defend
them. Such behaviour may be linked to cultural mechanisms of
survival.

(11) A special class of place with complex and stable properties
has been isolated by Barker and Wright (1955) in North American
towns - that of the 'behaviour setting'.

(12) Some cross-cultural variables in the nature of place have been
identified e.g. the role of cultural concepts of time and
space ih the definition of place, the cultural perception of
places by the users, the role of cultural process in place
changes, relative values of places.

Most of the remainder of this thesis consists of a detailed
ethnography on the Lardil properties of place. Traditional places
as used in the time of hunter-gatherer economy (pre 1914) will be
discussed as well as the contemporary use of place (1975). The
properties of these two diachronic ethnographies will be connected
by an explanatory chapter on the history of cultural and
environmental change. The concluding chapter returns to analysis
and the probTems of constructing a theory of place.

But first the methods of data collection will be discussed
for the reader to estabiish the credibility of the ethnographic
content of the thesis. - '



CHAPTER 2. DATA COLLECTION METHODS

Selecting and combining methods
In the last ten years there has emerged a scientific
discipline concerned with the nature of man-environment relations.

It has been given a number of names, e.g. architectural psychology
(Canter 1969), environmental psychology (Proshansky et al 1970),

the social science of architecture (Hillier and Leaman 1974:Part 1).
The data collection methods so far used in this discipline have been
varied and mostly drawn from the social sciences. They have been
listed, described and discussed by a number of investigators:
Reichardt (1970), Proshansky et al (1970:Part 6), Proshansky (1972),
Lozar (1974A:169-70), Ittelscn et al (1974:208-242), Heimstra and
McFarling (1974:9-24), Canter and Lee (1974:63-64). From these
reviews it can be seen that a number of dangers exist in the adoption
of data collection methods for use. One investigator issues a sound
warning: that there is "no single, all embracing behavioural science
methodology ready for the taking by whatever new discipline needs

it." (Proshansky 1972:453). The choosing and design of data collect-
ion methods must be based on careful consideration of the nature of
the phenomenon under study. Initial observations and assumptions

must be explicitly stated. Care must be taken not to inbuild
assumptions into the data collection programme that contain inferences
about the meaning of the behavioural events as opposed to their

actual properties. Data units must be chosen that will represent

the true nature of the phenomenon under study, Such representation
must be at a level that will be effective for use in analysis and

will lead to the construction of theoretical models that have
explanatory and/or predictive capacities (after Lakatos 1968).
Proshansky points out (1972:455) that a general methodological approach
within environmental psychology must rely heavily on exploratory and
descriptive investigations, as opposed to causal-hypothesis approaches,
due to the properties of the subject and the present level of
theoretical development in the discipline,

Man-environment studies require the relating of a patterned
environment to a sequenced pattern of human behaviour, Data must be
collected that describe (a) the physical environment; (b) forms of
human behaviour in it; and (c) interactions between (a) and (b).

This requires a method of describing changing phenomena in time.
Such description also involves entities with dissimilar properties,
and so it is expected that a number of data collection techniques



must be used in combination 1 as a coherent brogramme of data
collection. 2

The present study takes all the above points into consideration.
Some basic assumptions about the nature of the phenomena have been
declared in the introduction and others are formulated in this chapter
in association with the methods they serve. These assumptions
represent initial premises from which the data collection methods
have been Togically selected and combined. The methods and techniques
have been drawn from a number of disciplines, including ethnography, -
that branch of ethnology dealing with the description of cultures.
Methods were explored by testing them individually and in combination
in the field to see what quantities and quality of data they could
generate and what technical problems they presented. PRreliminary find-
ings from the data collected by each method influenced successive
collection operations in an attempt to ensure that bodies of data, would
be complete and reliable.

The literature cited above contains no reference to participant
observation, a method used largely by anthropologists. Here it is
used, not only as a data collection technique, but as a framework in
which all investigation operations and methods are placed.

It is suggested that the final programme of data collection as
outlined in this chapter and in other parts of the thesis, representsa
significant methodological contribution to the study of man-environment
relations.

«Choice of study population

The Lardil people of Mornington Island were chosen as the subjects
- for this study from some ten communities or settlement populations of

Aborigines in north-west Queensland. 3

These other groups have not managed to retain their traditional
culture to the same extent as the Lardil. Their traditional systems
of cultural beliefs and activities today receive litt:le overt social
expression. 4 Thus it was decided that the Lardil people had the most
potential for a study concerned with environmental knowledge. Their
traditional environmental knowledge is still actively exercised, yet they
have created a whole spectrum of new environmental relationships

T. One problem associated with the combined use of dissimilar methods

is the possibility of generating compound errors in the data. This
has been noted by Lozar (1974B:188).

2. In some ways this is comparable to a psychological test battery.

3. Following a three month expioratory field trip through north-west
Queensland.

4. This has been substantiated by regular visits to all of these north-
west Queensland communities in 1974,1975,1976,1978 and 1979, However,
some cultural revival (dance and initiation activity) has recently

occurred at Doomadgee. ‘
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through living in Western settlements and travelling to cities, towns,
ports, cattle stations, and, in some cases, overseas.

Another reason for selecting the Lardil to work with in this
study, was their externally oriented lifestyle, Observation of
contemporary daily use of the environment was comparatively easier
than in other settlements (the Dajarra fringe settlement was an
exception).

Previous ethnological works
Unfortunately little ethnological material is available on the

Lardil.” Although the ethnographer Roth visited Mornington Island
perhaps several times in the first part of the century, 1 his
publications (1901A, 1908A, 1908B, 1910A, 1910B) contain only brief
references to its inhabitants, Sharp (1936, 1939) produced two
outstanding works on the Lardil social classes and their relation to
totems. The field studies of Tindale in the early 1960's, McKnight
in the late 1960's, and Huffer in 1970, have so far not yielded
any major publications. The very brief field trip of Cawte and associat-
es generated numerous publications (1968A, 1969, 1972, 1973, 1975),
but it is difficult to assess the validity of many of his social
findings, especially since discrepancies and errors have been observed
in some of his base data, such as in his maps (1972:28 and 1974:
109). 2 Cawte (1973:106-119) has proposed a variety of explanations
for the malkri syndrome, a form of illness that occurred tradition-
ally amongst the Lardil, and which they explained through behavioural
and environmental factors. It is hoped that this study will contribute
to a better understanding of this phenomenon which does not seem to
have been completely explained by Western science, Hale has collected
a large amount of language data but his publications (1966, 1967,
1970, 1973) have so far been of a technical linguistic nature.
Fortunately, there are two invaluable manuscripts written by Lardil
individuals, one by Dick Roughsey (1971A, B), and one by his wife
Elsie Roughsey (1972). These contain a wealth of written information
on the changing Lardil world as experienced by two of its members, A
content analysis has been carried out on these two works and they
are used extensively in this thesis.

Some excellent photographic data have been uncovered, Social
change_can readily be observed and analysed from the photographs

1. An account of Roth's first visit to Mornington Island has been
uncovered by the investigator and is enclosed in Appendix 1.

2. Some of these errors will be pointed out in later sections of
the thesis.




contained in The Annual Reports of the Chief Protector of Aboriginals
(1913, 1914, 1916), MacIntyre (1921), Nelson (1936), McCarthy (1948),
Gloe and Weller (1949). Also the Australian Institute of Aboriginal
Studies houses a variety of film footage from Mornington Island
including material on dance, and on circumcision ceremonies held in
1958 and 1972,

As well as the above, there is an extensive number of other
scientific writings of various sorts, travellers' accounts and
observations, technical reports, newspaper and magazine articles,
mission pablications, technical pamphlets, correspondence, etc.,
which make references to Mornington Island, the Lardil people, and
the mission history. This material has been compiled into a biblio-
graphy on the Wellesley Islands, and it is drawn upon in this study
to supplement field data,or to provide frameworks (hypotheses) for
collecting field data. ,

The framework of participant observation

The various data collection techniques used in this work are
only meaningful when placed in the context of the field method of
participant observation. The use and nature of participant observat-
jon as carried out in this study, is in general accordance with the
lengthy description of the method of Koepping (1973). His work will
be drawn upon to provide a brief explanation of the method:-

Participant observation is "a unique research method of

anthropology with a qualitative orientation" and "as a method
it is different from purely empiricistic data-collection”

(1973:54). It aims to understand the unique qualities of the

life-ways of a cultural group in their own terms, The investigat-

or must participate in the everyday activities of the study

group and attempt to experience these activities as the group

does. Hence he must undergo an internalization of the values of
the group both on the thought and action levels. Although "he
will never be able to substitute the new cultural patterns for

his own ones completely, he has to internalize to such an extent

the intentionalities of the observed group that he can acquire -
as much as possible = full knowledge of the elements of the
approached culture" (1973:48). This implies that the investigator
must gradually undergo a personal transformation and in so doing
acquires a qualitatively different form of life style and under-
standing.



However, there must also occur a parallel mind existence as a
Western scientific ethnographer and theoretician., The activity
of theorizing occurs before, during and after field work with
the study culture. Participant observation "includes not only
the perception of the "other" human being as.a quality, it also
requires a priori and posteriori knowledge for the interpretation
of the data gleaned from the experience itself, knowledge which
takes the qualitative aspects of the data into consideration and
tries to theorize without manhandling the "flavour" (1973:43)....

"by asking the right questions in advance, relying on many

thought formations before their time, by putting then something

substantial into the field, by perceiving also the experience
itself as a qualitative act", the investigator is able "to put
these qualitative aspects of that experience into a theory,
projecting thought and experience at one" (1973:43). This dual
activity of theorizing and experience, of switching the planes
of thought and existence continuously, comprises an endless
dialectical process of different conscious entities influencing
one another; a dialectical relationship between the method and

the result achieved (1973:33, 43, 48, 49).

Within this context of participant observation of the study
group, can now be put all the other investigation activities:-
problem formulation and re-formulation; hypothesizing and testing of
hypotheses; and a series of field trips to collect data, with
intervals between during which the investigator was occupied with
theoretical adjustments and data analysis programmes.

Early field work

Two preliminary field trips were made, 1 each of seven days, to
examine the Mornington Island mission settlement, to familiarize with
the study population, and to develop an ongoing rapport with them,

The third field trip was preceded by a two month pilot study
in the fringe settlement at Dajarra in central western Queensland.

By fringe settlement is meant the following: a cluster of shelters

and domiciles.that are positioned, orientated and constructed by the
occupants at Tow cost or no cost: being located near or within a town,
yet physically separated from the town; contravening local building
regulations; and built on land not owned by the occupants. The fringe

settlement at Dajarra contained about 80_peop1e at that time, most being

frem the ~ Andakerebina tribe, together with attached kin, This self
constructed settlement contained a complex set of social properties

1. During December 1973 and April 1974,
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imposed on space, and its occupants were externally orientated in their

living activities,

These settlement conditions were observed to be at least
superficially similar to the Mornington Island situation., The pilot
study at Dajarra was used to briefly test out the methods of particip-
ant observation and naturalistic observation with a smaller population
than that of the main study group on Mornington Island (approx. 320
Lardil adults).

The third field trip to Mornington Island was of three months
duration ! and the following activities were carried out:-

(a) The methods of participant and naturalistic observation were
adjusted and further developed.

(b) A working map of the contemporary settlement was prepared
(scale 1:2500) identifying buildings, people's residences,
landscape features etc. Working maps of parts of Mornington
Island were made showing detailed geographic features. Other
maps of the settlement and its nearby environs were made
showing dance grounds, important story places, ceremonial places,
old graves, place names and other features of local importance,

(c) Demographic data werzcollected for the entire community. For
each individual: name, age (often only approximate), geneaiogy
tribal identity and origin, and migration information,

(d) Some twenty persons with a sound and active knowledge of bush
living were identified as potential informants. For the purposes
of this study, the period of bush life is taken as prior to 1945,
An acculturated change began to occur in the Lardil society in
1914 upon'the arrival of the first missionary (Hall). However,
the first missionaries focused their attention on the children
and adolescents, and it was not until the late 1940's that bush
1ife was permanently discontinued by the adults, 2 Some of the
oldest 1iving people today thus have a good recollection of bush
life,

(e) Structured interviews were carried out with a range of adults to
establish their effectiveness as informants. The interviews were
further useful in that data were collected from individuals on
(i) Tife travel experiences, (ii) types of domiciliary experiences,
i.e, types of shelters and houses lived in during one's life,
(ii1) a ‘cognitive map' was drawn of the mission settiement by
each individual_showing places he or she knows or 1ikes the best

1. During September - December -1974,

2.

Some temporary revivals did occur during the war when the missionaries

evacuated, and after the war when there occurred periods of acute water
shortage in the mission,
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or that are considered important. (This projective technigue

is derived from Lynch (1960)}).

These first interviews were by no means easy. The investigator

found the Aborigines to be tense and difficult to communicate

with. This was because of the strangeness of the idea of
interviews to the Aboriginal people, their lack of understanding
of why the investigator was performing this activity, and the
investigator's inexperience in using this method. Such
communication problems with Aborigines have been noted by others

(e.g. Cawte 1972:146). They were only overcome as the process

of participant observation provided a mutual understanding between

the investigator and the Lardil adults, - an understanding of

each other's cultural identity and social, economic and intellect~

ual motives.

(f) A method was devised to discover systematically the common range .
of behavioural events, that constituted the everyday fabric of
social life for the Aboriginal people in the contemporary
settlement situation. Working units of man-environment inter-
action were identified for more detailed study.

This last method was based on the following assumption of
Proshansky et al (1970:29):- "“Human behaviour in relation to a
physical setting is enduringand consistent over time and situation;
therefore, the characteristic patterns of behaviour for that setting
can be identified," If human behaviour can occur systematically in time
and space, then the range of such behavioural patterns: should be
observable, and this was found to be clearly the case for much of the
everyday behaviour in the community, A set of visual fields was
selected in which all the exterior spaces of the settlement could be
satisfactorily observed, Each field contained observation point/s from
which systematic and unobtrusive observation of behaviour was made.

The scale of behaviour observed was that of ‘episodes of molar

behaviour'. By 'molar behaviour' is meant the self directed behaviour

of an individual as a co-ordinated and integrated whole for any given
instant of time (Barker and Wright 1955:178-181). Such units of
behaviour occur for an individual in an ongoing ‘'stream' or ‘'episode’,

the physical setting of which may change (Barker and Wright 1955:4-10).

As the focus of this study is on the use of shared environmental

knowledge by the study population, the scale of behaviour observed had

to be at the extra-individual level, Thus, episodes of behaviour

were studied that were to some degree consistent over time and situation
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for the members of the study group,

Preliminary observation was directed at the outside of domicil-
iary units. There appeared to be a domiciliary territory about each
domicile, in some cases about a cluster of domicilés;. The extent
of these territories was identified by observing (i) physical markers
of the territory's edge, e.g. fences, lines of rocks, shrubs, changes
in landscape, etc,: (i1} behavioural responses by outsiders coming to
visit, and by inhabitants responding to visitors, trespassers,
and othérs, e.g. location of greeting behaviour and aggressive
behaviour during territorial encroachments, changes of walking,
gesture orientation, etc,: (iii) the consistent use of space for
particular domiciliary activities by inhabitants, e.g; cooking,
eating, washing, defecating, sleeping, craftwork, gossiping, etc,

Fol]owing the Tocation of domiciliary spaces, attention was
directed to other spaces and their use. Observation was carried out
in these non-domiciliary spaces for periods of several hours systematically
far-all daylight hours and days of the week, in all of the defined
visual fields. Night time data were Tess systematic relying more on
participant observation and partly on auditory data.

After several months of observation these observed units of
behavioural episodes were separated into four classes using criteria
concerned with their relation to the spaces and artifacts at and
near which they occurred, These four structural classes were:-

(i) Behaviour episodes that occurred regularly at a space and at
a time, e.g. dancing practice, the selling of handcrafts,
meeting the plane, etc.

(ii) Behaviour episodes that occurred regularly in a particular
space but not at any regular time. e.g, walking along pathways.

(iii) Behaviour episodes that occurred at a regular time but not in
a particular space, i.e, those that occurred at many’different
places at regular times, e.g. going hunting.

(iv) Behavioural events that did not occur consistently in space or
time, and so were of apparently random occurrence. These were
identifiable by the nature of the units of molar behaviour

. .and sometimes by their characteristic sequence, e.g. fighting

behaviour.
Changes within some specific examples of structures were also
observed,



During the fourth field trip of almost eightrmonths duration,1 a

programme of photographic recording was carried out in the settlement
of both observed behavioural units and physical structures (buildings
and their services, earthworks, roads, landscaping, natural features,
etc.) In addition, a detailed study commenced of two examples chosen
from the 24 behaviour episodes that had been observed to occur
systematically in time and space. These episodes were termed 'man-
environment interaction' units, The two chosen for study were dance
and obtaining shelter. They have both been common activities amongst
the Lardil since traditional times. The reasoning behfnd the
selection for study of these particular two units is reproduced below
from a previous description of the investigator's fieldwork written
in May 1975:

30.

The two examples can be contrasted in a number of ways that suggest

phenomenological distinctions of perhaps important scientific
significance, A significant number of descriptions of persons
‘obtaining shelter® have been collected and most (although
certainly not all) concern the efforts of a single individual
in this task. The shelter may ultimately house a number of

people, and there may be numerous social influences in the process

of its acquisition. Nevertheless, it often largely concerns

Just a single individual interacting with his physical environment.

Furthermore, the interaction results in a major, and often

permanent transformation in the physical environment; the addition

of a sizeable artifact that may remain there for up to 20 years.
In contrast, the dance phenomenon consists of a sizeable number
of individuals (at times up to 80) in a very social setting, who,
although performing numerous transformations of the arrangement
and dispositions of human bodies in space, do not permanently
affect the environment, save for some alteration to the surface
of the ground.

Also the creation of shelter is a 'design act® or an environmental

modifier act, i.e, a redistribution and synthesis of physical
resources. The dance is an environmental user action - people
using an environmental venue that exists for that specific use.

This illustrates the contrast of active change on the environment,

with active support of the existing environmental facilities.

1. May - December, 1975
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The two phenomena also occur in different time scales. Obtaining

shelter may be an event that occurs due to (a) changing environmental

needs, e.g. necessity to hunt food in more productive settings in

different season, (b) travel to far away places, (c) physical

obsolescence of the previous dwelling, or (d) due to social

necessity, e.g. getting married, shifting from a disliked

neighbour. Dance occurs in a more “everyday'sense. Dances for

pure social enjoyment may occur every evening in pleasant weather,

Over’ the last 75 years, there have occurred numerous festivals

or displays of dancing that necessitate daily practice for up to

6 weeks in advance.

The nature of these two differing examples also holds important

methodological implications. In the case of dance, a group of

people participate in a social event, It is therefore possible

to collect data on that particular event from informants who

collectively participated. However, data on how a man obtains his

shelter may be most directly collected from him alone (either

by observation of him as the event occurs, or from his retrospection

of the event during conversation after it has occurred).

Now each Lardil shelter can be said to be similar in visual

appearance to neighbours' shelters in the nearby environment -

there exist similarities in general design, scale, materials

and construction amongst groups of the Lardil people concerning

the derivation of forms and spaces in their built environment.

In the case of traditional dance, it can be seen that a cultural

intelligibility amongst the participants must also exist which

allows them to co-ordinate singing, music, and dance on different

dance grounds with differing participants, and yet produce .

similar artistic events, e.g. the dance of Thuwathu the Rainbow

Serpent, or the dance of Tumenta the Hollow Tree Man.
Interviewing

Information on the two man-environment interaction units was to
be elicited in structured and semi-structured interviews. A data
collection programme was devised which aimed to collect from informants,
memory knowledge describing specific incidences of these two events,
These verbal descriptions would comprise ethno-psychological accounts,
i.e. the data would be ethnographic, and consist of consciously
constructed psychological models of the man-environment interactions
as described by individuals who participated in those events. It was
intended to collect samples of descriptions of the events distributed
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at various times over the last 60 years. Then a structuralist type
analysis was to examine the changes in social know]edge‘pertaining to
these events which had occurred during that time peh’od.1

However, this strategy proved methodologically impossible,
simply because it was difficult to get most informants to remember
specific events from the past in a systematic and unconfused way.
Although reference was frequently made to specific experiences,
knoW]edge could not be easily elicited unless the framework of discussion
was orientated upon the cultural theory of the Lardil, i.e., upon the
proper way things should be done in the society, upon the proper
way to behave in various circumstances, and upon the correct forms
and content of social knowledge. Once this framework of orientation
to cu 1 tural theory was established as the format for interviews,
informants could readily discuss any aspect nominated within this
format, and illustrate such aspects with personal experiences of
specific events, Although informants frequently used anecdotes from
experience to illustrate their knowledge, details of past events
were usually limited or confused,

It was possible to place these descriptions in a time context
using the concept of a 'mission period%, This is derived from the
Aborigines' concept of time used relative to mission history, The
units of time used, refer to the period of residence of the head
missionary, e.g. "It happened during Mr. Wilson's time", or "He was
a boy in Mr. Hall's time™, Thus"-

(1) "before Mr. Hall's time'"-- pre-mission period (pre 1914)

(2) Mr. Hall's time (1914 - 1917)

(3) Mr. Wilson's time (1918 - c1941}

(4) Mr, McCarthy's time (c. 1944 - 1948)_

(5) Mr. Belcher®s time (¢.1950 -~ 1969}

(6) the contemporary situation- "only lately"™ (1970 -~ 1975)

In this study the terms “traditional Tife" or'traditional culture'
will refer specifically to a period from c.1880 to c,1920, This
period is partly remembered by the oldest 1iving informants, The
parents of these informants lived their adult lives in this period,
transmitting their lifestyle and cultural knowledge to their children,
In Chapter 5, it will be shown that some acculturation of Western
traits occurred in this period, but it will be argued that no great
impact was made on the culture till the missionary Wilson began to
exert his mission policies (c.1920). Children (including most informants)
were then subjected to dormitory life. Nevertheless, contact with
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1.  This analysis proposal was described - \
descriptlgn by the Investigator, In the May 1975 research
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parents was maintained and returns to bush life were made, Traditional
culture continued to be transmitted, but in diminishing degrees. The
collective knowledge of their parent®s bush life will be taken as the
contemporary knowledge of the traditional life.

It was noted from: observations on the nature of contemporary
examples of dance and obtaining shelter that these events did not
always proceed in the way that they were supposed to, according to the
theoretical knowledge of the informants. Social knowledge about events
was not always a close model of reality. Perhaps the explanation
of this is as Levi-Strauss proposes (1963: 281): "conscious models,
which are usually known as ‘norms* are by definition very poor ones,
since they are not intended to explain the phenomena but to perpetuate
them". When informants were asked to explain this state of affairs the
answers were typically “they don't follow the law properly", or
"those young boys got no law" or "they been lose that law"., Two
explanations seem likely here, The first could be that social change
after European contact has brought about the destruction of these
various social structures. The second would be along the 1lines of
Levi-Strauss: that there has always been a rift between behavioural
codes and behavioural practices. This problem will be discussed later,
but it is important here to note the methodological danger of trying
to interpret descriptions of events as close models of those events,

Interviewing thus continued with an aim to structure discussion
subjects through questioning but within a framework of Lardil knowledge,
It became obvious that knowledge could not easily be confined to the
two categories of dance and obtaining shelter. As the investigator's
awareness of cultural knowledge and theory increased, it was realised
that dance played an important role as the media for the expression
and transmission of Lardil cosmological knowledge. It became more
difficult toseparate logically, knowledge about dance from questions
such as: "Why is knowledge encoded in the form of songs?",

"Where do these songs come from and how are they passed on?", "What
implications do these songs have for everyday behaviour, as well as
birth,death, and the origin and nature of the landscape?". The
answer to these questions led to an inquiry into Lardil cosmology
or as the Lardil call it, 'the law'.

The knowledge collected concerning 'obtaining shelter' was by
no ..means as quantitative as that on dance, and informants tended to
be less interested in this secular activity, Knowledge concerning the
names of traditional shelters their forms and construction methods
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was elicited as a comparatively brief corpus of data. The topics

of (a) how to choose the best form of shelter to build, (b) where to
site it, and (c) how it is used, soon expanded into a broader area
of theoretical knowledge ~ that concerning traditional life style
activity, and the traditional use of the'environment for obtaining
food and material resources, and for carrying out social and
ceremonial activities, The traditional use of the environment also
involved an ethnogeography. This related to cosmology in a number
of ways, e.g. the presence of invisible beingsat particular places
in the enwironment and their control over the environment. Elicitat-
ion of knowledge concerning the obtaining of shelter played a small
(but nevertheless significant) role within this broader framework

of knowledge. The subject of obtaining Western-type shelters in the
mission settlement over the last 25 years did not yield a very
extensive corpus of data either. Information was mainly preoccupied
with simple construction processes and the difficulties of obtaining
building materials.

It can be seen that during interviews informants presented
their knowledge in such a way that they expanded beyond the subject
nominated by the investigator in a manner that they considered
necessary and appropriate to the nature of the subject matters under
discussion. It is felt that this open ended approach resulted in |
data that the subjects considered to comprise natural and important
classes of Lardil knowledge. Since this study is concerned with
ethnic systems of environmental knowledge, these classes were accept-
able as the final form of the knowledge data for analysis in this study.
Country studies

When the old men learnt that I was interested in their traditional
places, they decided to take me to their countries. Here was an
important unit of their geography, "patriclan countries'. These are
described in full detail in Chapter 4. Two of these countries became
sites for intense data collection on traditional places and their
properties. One country was located on the south east side of
Mornington Island and included a smaller island (Sydney Island).

The second country was located at the eastern end of Mornington Island
and includes Cape van Diemen. Their location can:be seendlateton the
map in figure 2,

The men who acted as guides and informants, were the ‘owners'
or'bosses' of these'two countries, Fred Jaurth, Lindsay Roughsey, '
Kelly Bunbujee, Charly Marme, L For simplicity of naming, these two
T. For biographical information on these men, refer Appendix 2.
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countries are referred to throughout the thesis as 'F.J.'s country'
and 'K.B.'s country' after two of these contemporary custodians.

Base maps were prepared from tracings of Commonwealth Air Survey
photographs. 1 The two countries were traversed several times on
foot, and all the places that the men knew were mapped and photographed
in a series of three and four day excursions. The two maps are
shown in figures 7 and 8. Examples of field data recording propert-
ies of place are contained in Appendix 3.

The informants were interviewed in order to obtain further
information concerning the nature of these two countries and to
corrobarate field findings. Additional data wev gained on the
traditional use of the environment, the movement patterns of groups,
hunting and gathering methods, Lardil botany, classification of
landscape features, seasonal use of landscape, as well as geography.
The trips to the homelands of these old men stimulated many senti-
mental and nostalgic responses. They recalled many anecdotes
concerning traditional living in their countries. This provided
a basis for ongoing interviewing.

To enable this environmental data to be examined and discussed
in a Western scientific framework, a 'land systems' study was
carried out in the two study 'countries'. 2 'Land systems' consist
of soils, topography, flora and fauna combined and interacting together
in recurring characteristic ways. The "land system is a scientific
unit for the description and mapping of types of country, classified
according to their origin." (Stewart et al 1954:113). Data collect-
ion aimed at adequate contribution to the main thesis study, without
becoming an exhaustive land system survey in itself. Plant, soil
and rock specimens 3 were collected as well as numerous observations
of the same. Much of thesedata is tabulated in Appendix 4. Some
meteorological data werz also collected,

Seven transects were laid out in F.J.'s country along environment-
al gradients in an attempt to understand variations of properties
within the land systems. The location of the transects was in
accordance with the following criteria:-

1. Runs 2 and 3, CAB/4064.

2. No land system survey has been carried out before in the
Wellesley Islands to the knowledge of the investigator.

3. Thesedata werc collected on a short field trip in July 1976,
with assistance from P. Bycroft (environmental psychologist from
University of Queensland), M. Maher (geographer from Griffith
University), and J. Covacevich (Curator of Reptiles, Queensland
Museum). The data is currently housed in the Aboriginal Data
Archive (University of Queensland).
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(a) Across transition zones between land units;

(b) Across littoral land units that have a varying saline factor;

(c) At right angles to dune and sand ridge formations which are
arranged in parallel lines. (In general, there is a gradation
from the oldest sandridges which are the most densely vegetated
and the furtherest inland, to the most recent beach dunes which
are sparsely vegetated and often closest to the coastline);

(d) Across land units undergoing encroaching erosion of soil by
streams;

(e) Acrqss land units of varying topography.

(Examples and descriptions of data obtained on these transects are

contained in Appendix 4.)

A1l of this data was combined with theory drawn from the natural
sciences literature to provide a model of land systems in the North
Wellesley Islands. This is described in Chapter 3. It provides a
Western construct of the natural environment to which can be related
Aboriginal concepts of geography and various natural and supernatural
phenomena in the world of the Lardil.

Methods of working with informants

From a study of the history of social change on Mornington Island

(refer Chapter 5), it is obvious that the people who now live there

do not comprise a simple universe of homogeneous members. Each
Lardil has a background of different experiences and perceptions of
these social changes. It is important for the investigator to know
which classes of individuals might possess certain areas of memory
knowledge relevant to this study, or alternatively, who to question to
learn reliably of a particular event. It is common for many of the
people to boast of knowledge they possess, that they may have only
acquired second or third hand, or perhaps from anon-authorative
sburce. Unless the investigator can place the‘origin of an inform-
ant's knowledge in the context of an historical model of social
change, it will be difficult to verify the accuracy and expertise
of that knowledge. Access to such a model begins to allow the
investigator to selectively choose or sample informants for their
unique perception of an event or social construct. Each individual
presents his knowledge from a particular experiential basis and
social perspective. )

Demographic information on Aboriginal individuals is available
from the kinship data, ] and biographical outlines of the key inform-
ants have been provided (see Appendix 2). Informants' data used in

. i ] 1lected by the i1nvestigator
TS PLREaTRG 9h Rpekdtalp date coTtected by the Tnvestig




this study qualified with that informant's initials and thus can
be related to biographical information concerning that individual.
The initials of key informants are as follows:-

F.J. Fred Jaurth (or Jarral)

K.B. Kelly Bunbujee
G.P, Gully Peters
C.M. Charly Marme
J.J. Jackson Jacob
L.R. Lindsay Roughsey
E.R. Elsie Roughsey
P.J.  Phil Jack

D.R. Don Robertson

Mornington Islanders also use biographical information to draw

attention to the social perspective of another individual and the
quality of his knowledge. They do this in conversation by eliciting
personal attributes of the person under discussion, attributes

which are associated with the knowledge status of that person and his
social qualifications. The most important of these are as follows:-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Age - expressed using a reference system of 'mission periods'
and personal traits such as 'still a single man®, ‘young boy,
only this high", ‘grey hair now', etc,

Blood and Tribal Origin. Blood variation is associated with
differences of tribal background. On Mornington Island there
are people from the Wellesley Island tribes, viz. the Lardil,
Kaiadilt, and Yangkal, as well as representatives from nearby
mainland tribes including the Wanyi, Kalkadoon, Janyula, Mara,
Mikwalun and Yukulda. 1 To have parents from different tribes
means to be of mixed blood and to have multiple tribal identity.
In addition, a minority of individuals are part European or
Chinese.

Origin of individual by reference to Lardil socio-geographic
units, viz. whether a person is windward or leeward; whether
they belong to the larumpenta, lilumpenta, palumpenta or the
tjirrkarampenta division and from which patriclan country/s
their families come from. These sociogrographic units are
explained in Chapter 4.

Extent of knowledge of a man, usually expressed using attributes
of age and level of initiation, The term %old man‘' is often
used to imply a man of much knowledge, Levels of initiation
imply the same. There are two initiation ceremonies for men:

1.

The common 1iterature spellings of these tribes are used through-

out this work.

37.
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the ‘first degree' or luruka involves circumcision; the 'second

degree' or warama man is both circumcised and subincised.

Terms such as 'big man', ‘clever man', 'song man' can all denote

high status due to possession of substantial quantities of

traditional knowledge. : .

(e) Employment positions or community roles in the contemporary
society can also carry status, e.g. chairman of the community
council, Teading hand on the stock team, canteen manager, etc...
A feature of contemporary Lardil society is that old men know

the most about matters of traditional knowledge. It is unusual to

find a young man (below the age of about 40) 'who will argue over the

correctness of a piece of knowledge with a man of grey hair and age

(over about 55). If a young man could not answer a question for the

investigator, it was common for that man to advise the investigator

to seek the answer from an old man, 01d men are socially recognized

as possessing specialized knowledge of traditional beliefs and

customs. A large portion of this dissertation involves these subject
matters, and so the majority of informants are old men,

The above is only the beginning of the process of qualifying
informants' knowledge in order to understand the location of bias,
error, and ignorance. It was asserted earlier that there exists a
social intelligibility of knowledge for the members of a cultural
group that allows for meaningful communication between them concerning
their mutual interests. However, this does not imply that social
knowledge is of a fixed nature. Recent research in sociolinguistics
tells us that the nature of any given speech event may vary when
conducted in different social settings and by different participants. 1
For example two Aborigines do not greet each other in the city in the
same way they do at a dancing ground, and they do not greet Europeans
in the same way they greet each other. Message form and content
will be influenced by the social environment and by the social
positions of the speakers and listeners, and so generate variations
upon the given event.

Van der Leeden (1975) has demonstrated the effect of the social
position of speakers on the way they tell myths amongst the Nunggubuyu
of Arnhem Land. Here narrators will "refer purposefully to their own
and/or their opponent's social positions", and "become quite conscious

1. e.g. see Blom and Gumperz for the influence of social organisation
on speech in Norway (in Gumperz and Hymes 1972:418-421. Also see
other contributions to this volume.)
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of thepossibilities of mythological symbolism for defending or
improving individually or colléctively maintained positions"'(1975:
46), ".... mere naturalistic observation of speech behaviour is not
enough. In order to interpret what he hears, the investigator must
have some background knowledge of the local culture and of the
processes which generate social meaning." (Blom and Gumperz 1972:434),
Before analysis, data must be qualified with their properties that
arise from the social context in whichthey have been obtained. The
investigator must continually use his data in conversation in various
social contexts, both those structured by him and by the society.
This constant usage will tend to reveal those properties of the data
which allowfhen to be satisfactorily and acceptably used in specific
contexts. This in turn, may reveal properties concerning the context
within which the data were received - that of interviewing an informant
by the investigator.
It has been often found in this study that some informants
have inbuilt bias and error into the knowledge they present in
interviews. Examples of this include (i) the courtesy bias - a
person tells the investigator what he thinks the investigator wants
to hear; (ii) ignorance bias - a wish not to show one's ignorance,
or else a wish to maintain one's status as an informant by not
confessing one's ignorance, resulting in the fabrication of answers
to questions that are socially fixed; (iii) ethnocentric bias of the
type described by Van der Leeden - bias arising from one's social
position (which can be sketched using the personal attributes listed
previously); (iv) bias arising from attitude to sacred knowledge -
one can distinguish between those who have a conservative attitude to
sacred knowledge, resisting speculation about the cosmological nature
of things, and those who take a creative attitude, hypothesising
explanatory theories about the cosmological nature of things. This
phenomenon will be explained in more detail later in Chapter 5.
In addition, much sacred knowledge is withheld or disguised in form. .
When it is discovered that an informant's information has
properties that are inconsistent across situations of its social
usage, the investigator must try to learn if the inconsistencies are
due to informant's error, or to ignorance, or to the nature of the
social context of use. Some strategies to do this are as follows:-
(i) The investigator observes how a piece of information is used in
a range of places at different times and with different groups
of people. He observes who might consistently use a piece of
information and how that individual may alter the nature of the
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information in different places with different social company.

Patterns of consistent usage in particular settings are identif-

ied. The investigator can then socially experiment with these

properties of a piece of information. He can participate in
conversations and predict the appropriate setting in which to

use key information. He can then himself use the information in

a particular conversation and verify that it is the correct

social usage by the response of the other social members present.

This technique is very useful when learning about restricted

forms of knowledge and how to adapt the nature of such knowledge

£o be used in a public setting.

(i) The investigator asks his informant questions that he has

already asked some time in the past (even several years or more).

One can test which answers to particular questions are predictable

and which are inconsistent through time. If inconsistencies

arise, the informant is then asked to corroborate his informat-
ion with that which he previously presented and to explain the
differences. Here it is sometimes found that recent events may
affect the nature of knowledge.

(ii1)A standard interview is carried out separately with a number

of key informants. The investigator then asks each informant to

corroborate his information with that obtained from the other

informants. He is asked to explain the reasons for differences
and in some cases, similarities. This often leads to an informant
discussing his perception of the biases of other informants.

Using these strategies with a number of key informants over a
substantial period of time tends to result in working relationships
that generate knowledge of a reliable and well-qualified nature.

They understand that they should admit to not knowing something; that
they must be honest with their information; that they should qualify
it when they are unsure, or when just giving an opinion, or withholding
knowledge for a particular reason. If such informants are not
confident about their own knowledge, or if they feel that they are
not socially eligible to answer particular questions, they will

refer the investigator to another informant who is more qualified

to answer those questions. If there is a subject of disagreement,

or something is forgotten, they will seek opinions and information
from others. Without being asked, they will produce information and
artifacts that they know are of interest to the investigator.

Although they have no precise understanding of the investigator's
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Western scientific problem they know what his interest-areas are
and they describe his activities as “"studying the culture". As
relations with informants develop, they present more and more knowledge
of importance and of a sacred nature which at first was withheld.
(It should be noted that traditionally the strength of an Aboriginal
socie ty lay partly in the extent and nature of its knowledge and it
was not something that could readily be given to outsiders.) The
key informants take on a pride and status in their role as select
working companions to the investigator. Their social status is
generally reinforced, because a European shows indepth interest
and resﬁect for their traditional cultural knowledge at a time when
many of the contemporary Aboriginal youths are disrespectful towards
it or arend’ interested in it, .

A11 informants were paid for their time at a minimum rate not
less than what they would receive in normal mission employment
($2.00 per hour). This rate doubled and tripled in the case of key
informants as work intensified and the quality of the data increased.
Also gifts were used as a special token of gratitude. By 1978
payments were often in the form of Aboriginal artifacts from Central
Australia.

L anguage

The common language used today in the mission settlement is a
form of non-standard English and this is the language of the speech
data collected for this study. Sommer (1974:42, 43) has described
this language as "a continuum of dialects..,.. At one end of the
continuum is something approaching the norm of Australian English.
At the other is a very ‘broad' creole, maximally influenced by the
vernacular languages. Each speaker controls a span of this continuum
using forms towards the 'upper' limit of his control when addressing
those in authority, and forms towards the 'broader' end of the span
when scolding his children..... A tentative analysis suggests that
it draws most of its vocabulary from English, and its morphology and
phonological processes from Aboriginal sources". Flint (1960:66)
also describes this language as a context-dependent continuum but
does not analyse it in the same structural manner as Sommer:-

"It occurs in conversations with fellow Aboriginals of similar age,
on topics and in situations relating to home and recreational
environment. This form of speech is predominantly English in
vocabulary and recognizably similar in grammatical structure, but
it is so different in its phonemes and rhythm patterns as to be
largely uninte