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A Legacy not at Rest: The Struggle over Christopher Columbus in 
American Culture 
 
Christopher Columbus discovered the American continent in 1492. This 
statement, accepted as a valid historical fact in Western historiography, has been 
challenged by minority histories, aa has been the figure of Columbus as a great 
discoverer, explorer and governor. This presentation looks at the history of the 
cultural presence of Columbus in the US, re-visiting pivotal moments in the series 
of culture wars in which his symbolic figure has been at once glorified as well as 
crucified. The presentation maps the ways in which his controversial character has 
been suspended within the web of historical signifiers and argues that his legacy 
will never be at rest unless stakeholders recognize the historical and human 
complexities that shape human action and give up the practice of unilateral 
assessment as well as of the appropriation and exploitation of the past for the 
sake of particular gain in the present. 
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