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A Brief Look at Past Eras of The Grizzly
Sean McGinley: semcginley@ursinus.edu
Liam Reilly: lireilly2@ursinus.edu

1000th Edition

     With the 1,000th issue of The Griz-
zly upon us, it felt appropriate to look 
at some of the past editions of the 
paper to offer a sort of “History of The 
Grizzly.” So, we took it upon ourselves 
to scour the Digital Commons at Ursi-
nus to see some of the major changes 
that the paper has undergone over the 
years, focusing particularly on the late 
1970s, 1980s, and 1990s. 
     The Grizzly formally began on Sep-
tember 29, 1978 after changing its 
name from The Ursinus Weekly around 
this same time. The paper must have 
been facing some struggles at this 
point, as Director of the Myrin Library 
H.E. Broadbent reported in an Octo-
ber 6, 1978 edition that “resources for 
campus communication are meager.” 
He goes on to say how The Grizzly 
“has a difficult task ahead” due to its 
irregular publishing schedule, a prob-
lem that influenced the name change. 

Throughout this same year, though, 
the paper seemed to find its footing, 
particularly after the paper started 
working with the Collegeville-based 
paper, The Independent, for distribu-
tion purposes on October 20th, 1978. 
Going back and reading this statement 
is interesting, as the staff at the time 
points out how “The Independent has 
been critical of the college…[and]…
has no interest in the content or edito-
rial opinion of The Grizzly.” Regardless, 
the staff promised “bolder headlines, 
more pictures, and better graphic 
illustration” going forward and, we 
have to say, they managed to deliver. 
Future editions were full of pictures 
and colorful illustrations, along with 
ads for a multitude of places, including 
Marzella’s and the Collegeville Italian 
Bakery. Writers at this time were also 
much more bold than what we’re used 
to seeing today, as articles detailing 

In this Issue:
 - Meet Former Grizzly Staff
 - The Mascot’s Evolution
 - Bathroom GPAs?

A Look Ahead:
     At The Grizzly, we believe 
that there is always something 
to look forward to. ‘A Look 
Ahead’ is a section where our 
team showcases upcoming arti-
cles. The purpose is to generate 
excitement within our reader-
ship and the extended Ursinus 
community. 
     We hope you enjoy our 
1,000th issue! Even if you’re 
reading this for the first time, 
or the thousandth, The Grizzly 
truly appreciates your reader-
ship! From everyone on the 
team, we wish you a wonder-
ful and relaxing break! Next 
up, Volume 50!



Jack Hauler ‘80, First Editor for 
The Grizzly, Biology Major
     “I was the first editor of The Griz-
zly. Prior to that, the student newspa-
per was called The Ursinus Weekly, but 
it came out sporadically, and certainly 
not weekly! We held a contest in the 
fall of 1978 for a new name and a 
physics professor submitted the win-
ning entry. We then arranged to do 
layout at a newspaper in Collegeville 
every Thursday night so the paper 
could come out at lunch on Friday, 
becoming a weekly again. I’m delight-
ed to see The Grizzly live on!”

Michael Delaney ‘12, News Editor 
and Physics and English Double 
Major 
     “Writing for The Grizzly and acting 
as news editor my last year made me 
feel more connected to campus and 
the student body as a whole.  With 
each assignment, I delved deep into 
the school’s many positive and news-
worthy events and organizations, 
from endless artistic performances to 
the selfless fundraising and charita-
ble drives occurring throughout the 
year.  I even became acquainted with 
great figureheads of the faculty, and 
distinguished guest speakers, I would 
not otherwise meet during my nor-
mal studies.  Interviewing the people 
bringing such enrichment to Ursinus 
opened my eyes to the awe-inspiring 
nature of our community, guided by 
generosity and creativity, and bol

stered my pride to be an Ursinus stu
dent, and eventually a proud member 
of our countless alumni.”

Sabrina Pfeiffer ’14 (née McGetti-
gan), E-I-C and English Major
     “Working on The Grizzly is one of 
my fondest memories from my time 
at Ursinus. Working as a group to 
create something the campus en-
gaged with every week is a type of 
hard work and intense collaboration 
I hadn’t experienced before or since. 
We even had an article go a bit viral, 
which is an experience I won’t forget. 
I’m grateful for how much I learned 
working on The Grizzly — not just 
about journalism and the process of 
making a newspaper, but about my-
self too, which is a testament to the 
specialness of Ursinus and its profes-
sors.”

Heidi Jensen ‘14, Photo Editor and 
English and Media & Communica-
tions Double Major 
     “I remember my years on The 
Grizzly very fondly. My first year I was 
offered the role as staff photographer 
and was mentored by the amazing 
group of upperclassmen who took me 
under their wings and taught me so 
much.  Our advisors, Matt Veto and 
Kirstie Hettinga, were also integral to 
the success of The Grizzly during that 
time. They were so invested in all of 
us and our growth. Matt even spent 
time to teach me and another student 

how to use a fancy camera and helped 
us practice at the football games.     
I’ll never forget my time on The Griz-
zly—I was lucky to be a part of it 
and looking back, I appreciate how it 
shaped my Ursinus experience.”

Rachel Brown ‘15, Media & Com-
munications Major 
     “Some of my fondest memories 
at Ursinus are from those very late 
(but always very fun) Monday eve-
nings putting together the newspaper. 
Serving as editor-in-chief provided 
the opportunity to build meaningful 
relationships with my fellow editors 
as well as get to know and appreciate 
the college on a deeper level than I 
would have otherwise.”

Simra Mariam ‘20, E-I-C and Media 
and Communications Major 
     “Serving as The Grizzy’s EIC was 
one of the most memorable experi-
ences of my time at Ursinus. It was 
truly so enjoyable working hands-
on with a dedicated team that was 
always committed to bringing fresh 
new ideas to the table and involving 
our community in its production. I 
learned so much about myself as a 
writer and a leader, and gained skills 
that I’ve been able to carry into the 
work I do today. I’ll always be grateful 
to Doron Taussig, the best mentor 
and advisor, and the staff that made 
our collective experience so reward-
ing. Once a Bear, always a Bear!”

Comments from Grizzly Alumni
Marie Sykes: masykes@ursinus.edu
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Continued from page 1.
parties were much more frequent. 
For example, writer Jennifer Bassett 
reported how “Fifteen kegs of Pabst 
Blue Ribbon” were flowing in an 
article about an Inter-Fraternity pic-
nic. Still, some of the paper did have 
stories that resembled something you 
might see today. Mark Angelo wrote 
an article with an all-too-familiar 
sounding headline, “Parking Problem 
at Ursinus,” in a December, 1978 
edition. 
     Something fun we found from the 
1980s was the fact that, according to 
then Editor-in-Chief Joseph F. Pirro, 
the paper started to distribute the 
paper directly into resident mailboxes. 
The late ‘80s in particular saw some 
major changes for the paper. As the 
editorial staff points out in a 1986 
edition, they started “producing The 
Grizzly completely on the Ursinus 
campus.” Essentially, they started tak-
ing things on themselves, from type-
setting to distribution. Furthermore, 
there was an increased promotion of 
different opinions and discourses such 
as “Grim’s Law,” a section in which 
Katherine Grim would explore what-
ever annoyed her the most that week, 

along with the ability to have “Letters 
to the Editor” included with respons-
es. Additionally, advertisements for 
businesses such as the video rental 
store and pizza stop highlighted the 
entertainment at the time for the stu-
dents.
     Throughout the 1990s, the paper 
seemed much more willing to delve 
into topics outside the Ursinus com-
munity. We saw several articles about 
the Iraq War and other foreign affairs 
and political issues. There was also a 
fun “Arts and Entertainment” section 
that provided frequent movie reviews 
along with Oscar picks. A fun section 
called “Soap Box” written by Ellen 
Shatz provided recaps of popular soap 
operas like Days of Our Lives, while a 
variety of writers contributed to the 
“Science News” section of the paper. 
Still, The Grizzly at this time did pro-
vide a multitude of sections specific to 
the college. For example, a section en-
titled “The Bear Facts,” which started 
in the late 1980s, still regularly up-
dated readers throughout this period. 
In a February 9th, 1990 edition, the 
section described itself as “an ongoing 
report of events in which the Ursinus 
Security Department and its officers 

become involved on campus and 
within the Residential Village.” Fur-
ther, the staff at this time would post 
the WVOU schedule and continue 
the trend of having a “Letters to the 
Editor” section as past eras did. The 
Goofly, a semi-frequent parody version 
of the paper, was still going strong 
during this period, as well. Our favor-
ite article from this period, though, 
has to be by Anne-Marie McMahon, 
who, through some digging, reported 
that J.D. Salinger was indeed a Grizzly 
staff writer (or, at the very least, an 
Ursinus Weekly staff writer). 
     Overall, reading throughout past 
eras from The Grizzly’s history was a 
fun exercise. Doing so gave us a good 
idea of where news at Ursinus initi-
ated and how it managed to develop 
throughout the different decades. 
While not everything was totally 
newsworthy, the paper still provided 
students with a sense of individual 
agency for decades to come, continu-
ing to this day. 
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How Important are our Archives?
Jenna Smith: jesmith2@ursinus.edu
Ava Compagnoni: avcompagnoni@ursinus.edu
     Have you ever visited the Myrin 
basement to explore Ursinus history? 
Did you know there is endless infor-
mation at your disposal located right 
below the concrete?
     The Ursinus archives are located 
in the Myrin library in the basement 
(there also are digital copies available 
online for easier access). Archives 
are historical documents or formal 
records that consist of integral his-
torical information. In this case, the 
Ursinus archives consist of informa-
tion from the last hundred or so years 
all about Ursinus and the work from 
people that previously attended this 
small college. 
     The physical archives exist for 
people to browse the information 

available to them about the institu-
tion. They are available, and anyone 
can view them, so that people can 
learn about the past. The scanned 
digital versions aren’t as “good,” as 
the formal, physical archives, in our 
humble opinion, because one is not 
touching the physical papers and get-
ting that up-close experience. How-
ever, these digital archives exist for 
those unable to go see the physical 
copy, and all the information is still 
there. 
     These digital archives can also be 
accessed by anyone; an Ursinus-spe-
cific email or special code is not need-
ed to access this online database. And 
these archives ARE used by people all 
over the globe. On the official archive 

library webpage, one can see where 
archives have been downloaded 
across a world map. Ursinus archives 
have been downloaded in almost all 
countries across the world. 
     Now, why exactly are archives 
important? And how are they differ-
ent from regular history textbooks or 
biographies? Archives are important 
because they store history. They serve 
as a piece of the past, granting access 
to information from years prior to 
the regular person who otherwise 
wouldn’t be able to learn about this 
in-depth, Ursinus-specific history. Ar-
chives consist of old Grizzlies, Rubies, 
papers from past students and pro-
fessors, etc. So you can find specific 
information about a certain year, and 

Continued from page 2.
what was going on campus at a cer-
tain time. 
     Archives are extremely helpful 
when it comes to research. For exam-
ple, say one wants to research what 
happened in the early ‘80s at Ursinus. 
The archives would be a PERFECT 
place to start. Normal Google search-
es would present one with all types 
of books and articles about life across 

the globe in the ‘80s. But, if one is 
looking for Ursinus-specific informa-
tion, or information relevant to our 
institution, then the archives are the 
move. Old Grizzly issues or yearly re-
caps from the Ruby would provide one 
with relevant facts to help with their 
research. 
     The archives are also a super fun 
place to explore. Both of us love to 
spend hours there exploring the old 

Grizzlies and reading articles from 
talented students that used to attend 
Ursinus. The information they offer 
you is fun to read, and it’s interest-
ing to learn about the cultural and 
societal differences over the years. In 
the archives, YOU choose what you 
want to learn. Go explore the archives 
today and let us know what hidden 
gems you are able to find there!

Chase Portaro: chportaro@ursinus.edu



Jack Hauler ‘80, First Editor for 
The Grizzly, Biology Major
     “I was the first editor of The Griz-
zly. Prior to that, the student newspa-
per was called The Ursinus Weekly, but 
it came out sporadically, and certainly 
not weekly! We held a contest in the 
fall of 1978 for a new name and a 
physics professor submitted the win-
ning entry. We then arranged to do 
layout at a newspaper in Collegeville 
every Thursday night so the paper 
could come out at lunch on Friday, 
becoming a weekly again. I’m delight-
ed to see The Grizzly live on!”

Michael Delaney ‘12, News Editor 
and Physics and English Double 
Major 
     “Writing for The Grizzly and acting 
as news editor my last year made me 
feel more connected to campus and 
the student body as a whole.  With 
each assignment, I delved deep into 
the school’s many positive and news-
worthy events and organizations, 
from endless artistic performances to 
the selfless fundraising and charita-
ble drives occurring throughout the 
year.  I even became acquainted with 
great figureheads of the faculty, and 
distinguished guest speakers, I would 
not otherwise meet during my nor-
mal studies.  Interviewing the people 
bringing such enrichment to Ursinus 
opened my eyes to the awe-inspiring 
nature of our community, guided by 
generosity and creativity, and bol

stered my pride to be an Ursinus stu
dent, and eventually a proud member 
of our countless alumni.”

Sabrina Pfeiffer ’14 (née McGetti-
gan), E-I-C and English Major
     “Working on The Grizzly is one of 
my fondest memories from my time 
at Ursinus. Working as a group to 
create something the campus en-
gaged with every week is a type of 
hard work and intense collaboration 
I hadn’t experienced before or since. 
We even had an article go a bit viral, 
which is an experience I won’t forget. 
I’m grateful for how much I learned 
working on The Grizzly — not just 
about journalism and the process of 
making a newspaper, but about my-
self too, which is a testament to the 
specialness of Ursinus and its profes-
sors.”

Heidi Jensen ‘14, Photo Editor and 
English and Media & Communica-
tions Double Major 
     “I remember my years on The 
Grizzly very fondly. My first year I was 
offered the role as staff photographer 
and was mentored by the amazing 
group of upperclassmen who took me 
under their wings and taught me so 
much.  Our advisors, Matt Veto and 
Kirstie Hettinga, were also integral to 
the success of The Grizzly during that 
time. They were so invested in all of 
us and our growth. Matt even spent 
time to teach me and another student 

how to use a fancy camera and helped 
us practice at the football games.     
I’ll never forget my time on The Griz-
zly—I was lucky to be a part of it 
and looking back, I appreciate how it 
shaped my Ursinus experience.”

Rachel Brown ‘15, Media & Com-
munications Major 
     “Some of my fondest memories 
at Ursinus are from those very late 
(but always very fun) Monday eve-
nings putting together the newspaper. 
Serving as editor-in-chief provided 
the opportunity to build meaningful 
relationships with my fellow editors 
as well as get to know and appreciate 
the college on a deeper level than I 
would have otherwise.”

Simra Mariam ‘20, E-I-C and Media 
and Communications Major 
     “Serving as The Grizzy’s EIC was 
one of the most memorable experi-
ences of my time at Ursinus. It was 
truly so enjoyable working hands-
on with a dedicated team that was 
always committed to bringing fresh 
new ideas to the table and involving 
our community in its production. I 
learned so much about myself as a 
writer and a leader, and gained skills 
that I’ve been able to carry into the 
work I do today. I’ll always be grateful 
to Doron Taussig, the best mentor 
and advisor, and the staff that made 
our collective experience so reward-
ing. Once a Bear, always a Bear!”

Comments from Grizzly Alumni
Marie Sykes: masykes@ursinus.edu

3

Continued from page 1.
parties were much more frequent. 
For example, writer Jennifer Bassett 
reported how “Fifteen kegs of Pabst 
Blue Ribbon” were flowing in an 
article about an Inter-Fraternity pic-
nic. Still, some of the paper did have 
stories that resembled something you 
might see today. Mark Angelo wrote 
an article with an all-too-familiar 
sounding headline, “Parking Problem 
at Ursinus,” in a December, 1978 
edition. 
     Something fun we found from the 
1980s was the fact that, according to 
then Editor-in-Chief Joseph F. Pirro, 
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editorial staff points out in a 1986 
edition, they started “producing The 
Grizzly completely on the Ursinus 
campus.” Essentially, they started tak-
ing things on themselves, from type-
setting to distribution. Furthermore, 
there was an increased promotion of 
different opinions and discourses such 
as “Grim’s Law,” a section in which 
Katherine Grim would explore what-
ever annoyed her the most that week, 

along with the ability to have “Letters 
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es. Additionally, advertisements for 
businesses such as the video rental 
store and pizza stop highlighted the 
entertainment at the time for the stu-
dents.
     Throughout the 1990s, the paper 
seemed much more willing to delve 
into topics outside the Ursinus com-
munity. We saw several articles about 
the Iraq War and other foreign affairs 
and political issues. There was also a 
fun “Arts and Entertainment” section 
that provided frequent movie reviews 
along with Oscar picks. A fun section 
called “Soap Box” written by Ellen 
Shatz provided recaps of popular soap 
operas like Days of Our Lives, while a 
variety of writers contributed to the 
“Science News” section of the paper. 
Still, The Grizzly at this time did pro-
vide a multitude of sections specific to 
the college. For example, a section en-
titled “The Bear Facts,” which started 
in the late 1980s, still regularly up-
dated readers throughout this period. 
In a February 9th, 1990 edition, the 
section described itself as “an ongoing 
report of events in which the Ursinus 
Security Department and its officers 

become involved on campus and 
within the Residential Village.” Fur-
ther, the staff at this time would post 
the WVOU schedule and continue 
the trend of having a “Letters to the 
Editor” section as past eras did. The 
Goofly, a semi-frequent parody version 
of the paper, was still going strong 
during this period, as well. Our favor-
ite article from this period, though, 
has to be by Anne-Marie McMahon, 
who, through some digging, reported 
that J.D. Salinger was indeed a Grizzly 
staff writer (or, at the very least, an 
Ursinus Weekly staff writer). 
     Overall, reading throughout past 
eras from The Grizzly’s history was a 
fun exercise. Doing so gave us a good 
idea of where news at Ursinus initi-
ated and how it managed to develop 
throughout the different decades. 
While not everything was totally 
newsworthy, the paper still provided 
students with a sense of individual 
agency for decades to come, continu-
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below the concrete?
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Ursinus archives consist of informa-
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all about Ursinus and the work from 
people that previously attended this 
small college. 
     The physical archives exist for 
people to browse the information 

available to them about the institu-
tion. They are available, and anyone 
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learn about the past. The scanned 
digital versions aren’t as “good,” as 
the formal, physical archives, in our 
humble opinion, because one is not 
touching the physical papers and get-
ting that up-close experience. How-
ever, these digital archives exist for 
those unable to go see the physical 
copy, and all the information is still 
there. 
     These digital archives can also be 
accessed by anyone; an Ursinus-spe-
cific email or special code is not need-
ed to access this online database. And 
these archives ARE used by people all 
over the globe. On the official archive 

library webpage, one can see where 
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     Now, why exactly are archives 
important? And how are they differ-
ent from regular history textbooks or 
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because they store history. They serve 
as a piece of the past, granting access 
to information from years prior to 
the regular person who otherwise 
wouldn’t be able to learn about this 
in-depth, Ursinus-specific history. Ar-
chives consist of old Grizzlies, Rubies, 
papers from past students and pro-
fessors, etc. So you can find specific 
information about a certain year, and 
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what was going on campus at a cer-
tain time. 
     Archives are extremely helpful 
when it comes to research. For exam-
ple, say one wants to research what 
happened in the early ‘80s at Ursinus. 
The archives would be a PERFECT 
place to start. Normal Google search-
es would present one with all types 
of books and articles about life across 

the globe in the ‘80s. But, if one is 
looking for Ursinus-specific informa-
tion, or information relevant to our 
institution, then the archives are the 
move. Old Grizzly issues or yearly re-
caps from the Ruby would provide one 
with relevant facts to help with their 
research. 
     The archives are also a super fun 
place to explore. Both of us love to 
spend hours there exploring the old 

Grizzlies and reading articles from 
talented students that used to attend 
Ursinus. The information they offer 
you is fun to read, and it’s interest-
ing to learn about the cultural and 
societal differences over the years. In 
the archives, YOU choose what you 
want to learn. Go explore the archives 
today and let us know what hidden 
gems you are able to find there!

Chase Portaro: chportaro@ursinus.edu



To celebrate the 1,000th Issue of the 
Grizzly, we are featuring some of the 
professors who have been teaching at 
Ursinus the longest. 
 
Dr. Robert Dawley, Professor of 
Biology has been teaching at Ursinus 
since 1989. He’s witnessed first-hand 
the school transform from a small-
er, more local college of about 1000 
students to a nationally recognized 
institution that now draws from stu-
dents across the world. The “warm 
and friendly” aspect of the school, 
however, has remained constant. One 
of the biggest changes Dawley men-
tions as notable is the school’s full 
commitment to liberal arts education. 
He cites CIE, Quest Core Questions, 
and groups such as the Parlee Center 
for Science and the Common Good – 
which he co-directs – as steps during 

his tenure that added this liberal arts 
vision. Dawley also regards his annu-
al trips with students to Costa Rica, 
Mexico, and the Galápagos Islands as 
some of his favorite memories. 

Dr. Paul Stern, Professor of Poli-
tics  has been at Ursinus since 1989. 
During his years at Ursinus, Stern 
notes that he has seen the curriculum 

change, “which has given Ursinus 
greater prominence among colleges 
and universities throughout the na-
tion.” Stern is motivated to stay a part 
of the Ursinus community because he 
enjoys his colleagues, students, and 
his research. His favorite memories 
revolve around the friends that he has 
made.

Long-Running Professors
Erion Corcoran: ercorcoran@ursinus.edu
Kate Horan: kahoran@ursinus.edu
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Silly But Necessary: The Ranking of Stalls in the Myrin Women’s Bathroom
Anonymous Senior

OPINIONS

     I have always been a second 
floor dweller in Myrin Library. It 
is arguably the best floor in the 
library, but that is not what I am 
here to argue about today. What 
I want to argue today is that the 
stalls in this bathroom are not all 
equal – they have an unspoken hier-
archy. Here are my rankings of the 
Women’s stalls: 
     The stall closest to the windows 
comes in at number four - last in 
the row, and last on my list. It is 
too far away from the door, and 
when studying, I try to mitigate 
the amount of time I am using in 
between a bathroom study break. 
Additionally, there have been multi-
ple occasions, not just for me, when 
the toilet in this stall has neglected 
to flush. I am already freaking out 
about the paper I am writing in the 
cubicles, and the toilet not flushing 
is an added stressor. There are also 
at least three disgruntled wasps 

lying in the corner of the stall, not 
dead, but alive enough for their 
desperate crawling to freak you 
out. Therefore, stall number four 
comes in last in the Myrin Pyramid 
of Stalls. 
     In third place, the first stall clos-
est to the door is not dead last, but 
close enough. I feel like this is the 
stall everyone goes into psycholog-
ically because no one wants to use 
this one because they think every-
one uses this one. However, on the 
other hand I cannot help but feel 
that almost everyone uses it! The 
stall also simply does not lock, and 
it just adds another step to simply 
using the restroom: holding the 
door closed. 
     In second place, the second stall. 
I do not use this stall all the time 
because, once again, psychologically 
I feel that everyone will skip over 
the first stall and use the second 
one. The second stall rarely has a 

full roll of toilet paper, which leads 
me to believe that my first point 
is not imagined. The second stall 
just does not have anything spe-
cial about it – it is simply average. 
There are only two dead wasps in 
front of the stall usually so just a 
quick step over and a closed door 
takes you to the porcelain god. 
     In first, the third stall. It’s clean, 
the door locks, and the toilet flush-
es. It meets the bare minimum for 
your toilet expectations. Not much 
needed to say about this one be-
cause it checks off all the boxes the 
other three stalls do not. 
     Honestly, I expected better from 
a historic library like Myrin. I am 
well aware we cannot have Ivy 
League toilets like Harvard or Yale, 
but given the prestige of Ursinus, 
where I sit in between my studies 
matters to me.

Kate Horan: kahoran@ursinus.edu
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Congrats to the football team on winning their game 
in the centennial-mac bowl conference series!
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     We all know him, we all love him: 
Zachie the Bear. Zachie is Ursinus’ 
mascot who can be spotted around 
campus, interacting with his beloved 
college community, especially during 
big events like Homecoming, Par-
ents Weekend, or Alumni Weekend. 
But did you know that there was a 
real black bear on campus in the late 
1930’s? 
     Robert “Bump” Landis, class of 
1940, brought a black bear cub to 
Ursinus College which became our 
first and only living mascot. Of course, 
Bump named the bear Zachie, and 
ever since, Zachie has been a staple 
of the Ursinus community. Zachie 
attended almost all the football games 
and would watch from the sycamore 
tree that used to be in the endzone of 
the Patterson football field. He was 
known to climb the tree to get the 
best view, and when living on campus, 
Zachie had duties to fulfill as well, but 
unlike ours, they were not academ-
ic. In exchange for housing and care, 
Zachie was required to show up to 
basketball and baseball games to sup-
port his fellow Bears. He eventually 
outgrew all the accommodations that 
Bump could provide, and had to be 
given away. Soon after, Zachie became 
a resident of the Hershey Zoo and the 
mascot of the Hershey Bears Ice Hock-

ey Team. Bump was called into mili-
tary service and could not see Zachie 
for a long period. After a long year 
without each other, Bump went to 
visit Zachie at the Hershey Zoo. The 
zookeeper was astonished when Bump 
asked to go into the cage, but let him 
in with hesitation. Zachie recognized 
his owner, and together they shared 
one last bear hug. 
     Even though Ursinus will likely 
never have another real bear on cam-
pus, Zachie continues to play a major 
role at Ursinus. Even though it is just 
an individual in a suit, Zachie’s legacy 
remains alive and well. The current 
mascot, Aidan Nadell ‘25, wants peo-
ple to know who he is so they know 
who to contact to arrange a ‘bear 
sighting’ at events. Aidan became 
the mascot out of serendipity: “STAT 
[Students Today, Alumni Tomorrow] 

needed a volunteer for Homecoming 
in 2021 and I stepped up,” he said. 
After putting his hat in the ring, Na-
dell knew that this was something he 
wanted to continue doing. He believes 
that it is a way to spread campus joy 
and give back to the Ursinus commu-
nity – past, present, and future. Aidan 
exudes pride when talking about his 
experience as the mascot, saying, “It 
feels like I am on top of the world 
when I am in that suit.” Even though 
the job is fun and fulfilling, it also has 
some shortcomings. Nadell said, “I 
sweat between five and 7 pounds every 
time I am in that suit.” Even though 
taking the costume off can be quite 
troubling, it is worth the experience. 
His legacy continues to live on, thanks 
to students like Aidan, but I just do 
not foresee our Zachie now trying to 
climb a tree.

The Mascot Evolution
Isabella Villegas
isvillegas@ursinus.edu
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Upcoming Games
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 
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Courtesy of Ryan Carkhuff

Women’s 
B-Ball @ 
Haverford: 
7:30pm

Men’s Wres-
tling @ York: 
3pm

Men’s & 
Women’s 
Swimming @ 
Gettysburg: 
6pm

Men’s Wres-
tling @ York: 
3pm

Men’s & 
Women’s 
Swimming @ 
Gettysburg: 
6pm

Women’s 
B-Ball @ 
McDaniel: 
1pm

Men’s B-Ball 
@ McDan-
iel: 3pm

Women’s 
Wrestling @ 
NE Regional: 
11am

Men’s Wres-
tling vs. 
F&M: 7pm
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