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Why make research software citable? A#y
DLR

* Importance: research software as part of the scholarly record

= Credit: it's fair, for RSEs

* Findability, accessibility, reusability: it's FAIR, for research software
* Reproducibility
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The problem: metadata
Software has no title page
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Providing citation metadata with the Citation File Format

= authoritative cff-version: 1.2.0

. t ” bl message: If you use this software, please cite it using these metadata.
controllabie title: My Research Software
" .- . ", abstract: This is my awesome research software. It does many things.

= "principled": Authore:

- family-names: Druskat
given-names: Stephan
orcid: "https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4925-7248"

1. |mp0rtance version: 0.11.2
date-released: "2821-07-18"
2. Credit and attribution identifiers:
- description: This is the collection of archived snapshots of all versions of My Research Software
3. Unique identification* type: doi
value: "10.5281/zenodo.123456"
4_ PerSiStence* - description: This is the archived snapshot of version ©.11.2 of My Research Software
type: doi
5. Accessibility** value: "10.5281/zenodo.123457"
license: Apache-2.0
6, SpGlelClty** repository-code: "https://github.com/citation-file-format/my-research-software”

+ references, preferred citation, dataset support (experimental)

METADATA: In a CITATION.cff file in the source code repository
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Citation File Format: more than "just" a format
Create, edit & update, validate, convert

@, python’
g 0

cffinit: web tool for CFF file creation - hitps://bit.ly/cffinit

Overview: hitps://bit.ly/cff-tools-list

Stephan Druskat: “Software-Spotlight: Citation File Format (CFF)", 3. Helmholtz Open Science Forum: Forschungssoftware, 2022-11-24


https://bit.ly/cffinit
https://bit.ly/cff-tools-list

Citation File Format ) GitHub

DLR

1 Readme

Detects CITATION. cff files
88 CC-BY-4.0 License

Renders citation metadata (APA, BibTeX)

(% Cite this repository ~ Points to CITATION. cff instance

Cite this repository

Documents and supports creation

If you use this software in your work, please cite it
using the following metadata. Learn more

cffiracker /  CITATION.cff in main Cancel changes

. Adding a CITATION.cff file helps users to easily cite your software from the repository Insert example
APA BIbTEX overview. Learn more.

<> Edit new file & Preview Spaces = 2 a No wrap

Druskat, S., Spaaks, J. H., Chue Hong, N., H: |:]

1 cff-version: 1.2.8
2 message: "If you use this software, please cite it as below."
authors:
- Tamily-names: "YOUR_NAME_HERE"
given-names: "YOUR_NAME HERE"
orcid: "https://orcid.org/0800-0000-00008-0080"
- family-names: "Lisa"
given-names: "Mona"

View Citﬂtil:ll'l file orcid: "https://orcid.org/eee0-0000-0000-0008"
1 title: "cfftracker™
11 version: 1.0.8
12 doi: 18.5281/zenodo.1234
1 date-released: 2021-88-19
— — - 14 url: "https://github.com/sdruskat/cfftracker"
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https://docs.github.com/en/github/creating-cloning-and-archiving-repositories/creating-a-repository-on-github/about-citation-files

Citation File Format ) Zenodo
DLR

March 16,2022 March 16, 2022 m
sdruskat/campussource: v0.1.0 CampusSource Example Deposit

Druskat, Stephan |

A release without a CFF file. This is a release WITH a CITATION. cff file -tada:.

Preview v If you use this software, please cite it as below.

campussource-0.1.0.zip

I sdruskat-campussource-ad6ecd3
= [ README.md 49 Bytes campussource-0.2 0.zip

8 sdruskat-campussource-1

= [ CITATION.cff .
1 cff-version: 1.2.8 - (4 README.md Versions
2 message: "IFf you use this software, please cite it as below." _
3 authors: Version 0.2.0 Mar 16, 2022
4 - family-names: "Druskat™ 10.5072/zen0do. 1035737
5 given-names: “"Stephan™ ]
6 orcid: "https://orcid.org/@090-8803-4925-7248" Version 0.1.0 LT L
7 title: "CampusSource Example Deposit” B
& wersion: 8.2.8
9 doi: 18.5281/zenodo.l1@35718 Cite all versions? You can cite all versions by using the DO
18 date-released: 2822-83-16 10,5072/ zenado. 1035710, This DO| represents all versions,
11 url: "https://www.campussource.defevents/e22@3hagen/#Programm” and will always resolve to the latest cne. Read more.
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Citation File Format Q) reference managers

Import in Zotero from GitHub via browser plugin

DLR

Import in JabRef from CITATION. c£f£ file
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Stephan Druskat and Jurriaan H. Spaaks and Neil Chue Hong and Robe
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2021-08-09 =
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Druskat, Stephan / Spaaks, Jurriaan H. / Hong, Neil Chue / Haines, Robert / Baker,
James / Bliven, Spencer / Willighagen, Egon / Pérez-Suérez, David / Konovalov,
Alexander

Citation File Format

2021-08-09

Abstract: CITATION cff files are plain text files with human- and machine-readable
citation information for software. Code developers can include them in their
repositories to let others know how to correctly cite their software. This is the
specification for the Citation File Format.

Comment:

If you use CFF in your research, please cite it using these metadata.
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Citation File Format ) IDEs

DLR

= Auto-complete and validation via JSON Schema / schemastore.org

£ File E g r Run G v Help E-:i

cff-in-ides cff-in-ides

ta from this file. E -1

If you use this software, cite it using the metadata from this file.

Stephan Druskat: “Software-Spotlight: Citation File Format (CFF)", 3. Helmholtz Open Science Forum: Forschungssoftware, 2022-11-24




How many CFF files are there?
DLR

* On GitHub, as of yesterday (if the GitHub Search APl is right): 13,419
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What do people‘s CFF files look like?
Does the CFF initialization website improve validity? DLR

Validity of v1.2.0 CFF files created with/without cffinit
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https://bit.ly/cffinit

Thanks! A#y
DLR

Thanks to all contributors to the CFF project!

Thanks to the Software Sustainability Institute, Code for Science & Society,
CampusSOURCE for funding!

Special thanks to Jurriaan H. Spaaks and Rob Haines!

Get in touch ...
https://citation-file-format.qgithub.io/
https.//github.com/citation-file-format/citation-file-format

(... with me)
stephan.druskat@dir.de

Fediverse: @sdruskat@scholar.social |
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4925-7248
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