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Why make research software citable?

▪ Importance: research software as part of the scholarly record

▪ Credit: it‘s fair, for RSEs

▪ Findability, accessibility, reusability: it‘s FAIR, for research software

▪ Reproducibility
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The problem: metadata
Software has no title page

METADATA: Name? Authors? Version? Publisher? Publication date?

??
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Providing citation metadata with the Citation File Format

▪ authoritative

▪ controllable

▪ "principled":

1. Importance ✅

2. Credit and attribution ✅

3. Unique identification* ✅

4. Persistence* ✅

5. Accessibility** ✅

6. Specificity** ✅

+ references, preferred citation, dataset support (experimental)

METADATA: In a CITATION.cff file in the source code repository
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Citation File Format: more than "just" a format
Create, edit & update, validate, convert

cffinit: web tool for CFF file creation - https://bit.ly/cffinit

Overview: https://bit.ly/cff-tools-list

https://bit.ly/cffinit
https://bit.ly/cff-tools-list
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Citation File Format ❤ GitHub

• Detects CITATION.cff files

• Renders citation metadata (APA, BibTeX)

• Points to CITATION.cff instance

• Documents and supports creation

https://docs.github.com/en/github/creating-cloning-and-archiving-repositories/creating-a-repository-on-github/about-citation-files
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Citation File Format ❤ Zenodo
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Citation File Format ❤ reference managers

Import in Zotero from GitHub via browser plugin Import in JabRef from CITATION.cff file
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Citation File Format ❤ IDEs

▪ Auto-complete and validation via JSON Schema / schemastore.org
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How many CFF files are there?

▪ On GitHub, as of yesterday (if the GitHub Search API is right): 13,419
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What do people‘s CFF files look like?
Does the CFF initialization website improve validity?
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valid invalid

Take home message:
Use https://bit.ly/cffinit to create a CFF file

for your software

https://bit.ly/cffinit
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Thanks!

Thanks to all contributors to the CFF project!

Thanks to the Software Sustainability Institute, Code for Science & Society, 
CampusSOURCE for funding!

Special thanks to Jurriaan H. Spaaks and Rob Haines!

Get in touch …

https://citation-file-format.github.io/

https://github.com/citation-file-format/citation-file-format

(… with me)

stephan.druskat@dlr.de

Fediverse: @sdruskat@scholar.social | 
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4925-7248
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