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ABSTRACT 

This article reviews the goals, history, and impact of the new gender identity politics. Based on 
the Yogyakarta Principles, these new ideas and policies will profoundly affect the rights of 
women and girls worldwide. The Principles are a document from an international meeting 
about sexual orientation and gender identity in 2006. In 2017, the document was updated to 
the Yogyakarta Principles Plus 10. The Principles recommend legal changes by states 
worldwide, resulting in the erasure of sex as a legal and cultural category. These principles 
have been widely used to lobby for legal changes resulting in profound structural changes that 
lead to undermining and eliminating protections for women and girls from sex-based 
discrimination and state obligations to achieve de facto sex equality. One of the most far-
reaching recommendations is “States [national governments] must abolish all legal records of 
sex from all legal documents, including birth certificates and passports.” These 
recommendations are being implemented globally, although they have never been discussed 
or adopted by member states or any international organization, nor were any official women’s 
organizations consulted. This article was written by a collective of many feminist activists, 
researchers, and specialist service providers from Europe, Asia, North America, Latin America, 
and Africa who met every week at the Women’s Declaration International (WDI) sessions. 
They collected evidence and collaborated on creating this document from 2019 to 2022. 

KEYWORDS 

Europe, Asia, North America, Latin America, Africa, sex, gender, gender identity, policy, 
Yogyakarta Principles, prostitution, pornography, surrogacy, transgender, United Nations, 
conventions, law 
 

N 2006, A SELF-SELECTED GROUP OF EXPERTS, among them several members of 
United Nations committees and former United Nations Special Rapporteurs, signed 

a document entitled the Yogyakarta Principles (International Commission of Jurists 
[ICJ], 2007). The document has never been formally discussed or adopted by the 
member states of any international organization. Nevertheless, it has possibly become 
one of the most successful global lobbying tools in history. In 2017, this document was 
updated to the Yogyakarta Principles plus 10 (ICJ, 2017). 

The Principles recommend legal changes in states around the world. One of the 
most far-reaching Articles is that “States [national governments] must abolish all legal 
records of sex from all legal documents, including birth certificates and passports” 
(ICJ, 2017, p. 9). This article reviews the document’s history, goals, and potential in-
fluence of its advocacy of the new gender identity politics. 

I 
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Initially, the gender identity project revolved around the advocacy to support a 
few statistically rare individuals who suffer from body dysmorphic disorder, then de-
fined as a mental health disorder in which one cannot stop thinking about one or more 
perceived defects or flaws in one’s appearance (Bjornsson, Didie & Phillips, 2010, 
n.p.). This diagnosis was combined with a paraphilia called autogynephilia, a “male’s 
propensity to be sexually aroused by the thought of himself as a female” (Lawrence, 
2011, n.p.). Lawrence characterized autogynephilia as “encompass[ing] sexual 
arousal with cross-dressing and cross-gender expression that does not involve 
women’s clothing per se” (Lawrence, 2011, n.p.). Lawrence theorized that auto-
gynephilia underlays transvestism and forms of male-to-female (MtF) transsexual-
ism. 

Although initially defined and characterized as individual disorders or expres-
sions, the autogynephilia concept has politically evolved into a political discourse to 
gain power by people who want to be perceived as the opposite sex. It is now advo-
cated by many institutions, including academic and health institutions and corpora-
tions, worldwide (Lindsay, 2020). 

Under the argument of reducing the stigma of these initially classified mental dis-
orders and sexual paraphilias, the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disor-
ders (DSM-V) of the American Psychiatric Association reclassified the disorder gender 
dysphoria into a separate category (Garg, Elshimy & Marwaha, 2020). Increasingly, 
transgender activists want it removed altogether as homosexualism once was (Zucker, 
2015). 

Sex stereotypes are used as the criteria for inclusion in the label gender dysphoria 
(Garg et al., 2020). These stereotypes have become the basis for medicalizing and 
pathologizing children. Included in the criteria are: 

▪ a “strong desire or insistence to be the other gender,”  

▪ a strong preference for cross-gender roles in fantasy play,  

▪ a strong preference for toys and games stereotypically used by the other gender or re-
jection of those assigned to their gender,  

▪ a strong preference for playmates of the other gender, and 

▪ a strong dislike of one’s sexual anatomy” (Garg et al., 2020).  

Although there is evidence that gender dysphoria will resolve over time (Ristori 
& Steensma, 2015), the activists promote gender affirmation as the favored response. 
Gender affirmation is recommended to therapists so that children can self-declare 
themselves as girls or boys. Therapists are advised to accept and affirm the child’s 
self-declaration of gender with subsequent treatment of puberty-blocking hormones, 
cross-sex hormones, and permanent surgical interventions such as mastectomies and 
vaginoplasties. Nonetheless, gender dysphoria usually disappears around or after pu-
berty (Ristori & Steensma, 2016), except in children who were urged to continue on a 
gender dysphoria pathway by gender affirmation (Carmichael et al., 2020). 

With little review or discussion, the term gender dysphoria was changed to gender 
incongruence. The World Health Organization (WHO) has lobbied to change gender 
dysphoria to gender incongruence and eliminate all connections to mental, behav-
ioral, and sexual disorders (BBC, 2019). This plan to normalize the dissociation of the 
body and the mind is the basis of powerful industries such as beauty, sex, prostitution, 
pornography, and surrogacy industries and the naturalization/legalization of other 
sexual perversions. In the case of adolescents and adults, the focus is maintained on 
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the incongruence with gender desire or conviction that one has the feelings and reac-
tions of the other gender. 

Several international non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have gradually be-
come the main drivers of this powerful and well-funded international project (Inter-
national Trans Fund, 2017). They include The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Trans and Intersex Association (ILGA), Transgender Europe, Outright International, 
Arc International, Arcus Foundation Trans Global Initiative, and a number of UN agen-
cies, as well as foundations, notably Arcus Foundation, and its brother foundation 
Stryker (Stryker’s Allies for Equality (SAFE)) in the USA. They have become a special 
interest group to protect the right to self-declare one’s gender over sex.  

DEFINITIONS 

The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, and Intersex Association in Eu-
rope (ILGA Europe, 2015), a well-known international umbrella organization advo-
cating for the rights of persons who identify as transgender, recommends the follow-
ing definitions of new terms: 

Trans 

Trans is an inclusive umbrella term referring to those people whose gender iden-
tity and/or gender expression differs from the sex they were assigned at birth. It in-
cludes, but is not limited to: men and women with transsexual pasts and people who 
identify as transsexual, transgender, transvestite/cross-dressing, androgyne, poly-
gender, genderqueer, agender, gender variant, or with any other gender identity 
and/or expression which is not standard male or female and expresses their gender 
through their choice of clothes, presentation, or body modifications, including under-
going multiple surgical procedures (ILGA Europe, 2015). 

This definition is used as the basis for legislative advocacy in what is known as 
trans rights activism. However, it is impossible to understand whose rights states are 
supposed to legislate on because:  

▪ sex is not assigned at birth; it is biologically determined, and  

▪  there is no universal socially constructed male and female standard. Therefore, any 
human could be described as trans (Hilton et al., 2021).  

This definition of trans rests on three concepts in the Yogyakarta Principles: 

Gender Identity (GI)  

Gender identity is “each person’s deeply felt internal and individual experience of 
gender, which may or may not correspond with the sex assigned at birth, including 
the personal sense of the body (which may involve, if freely chosen, modification of 
bodily appearance or function by medical, surgical or other means) and other expres-
sions of gender, including dress, speech, and mannerisms” (ICJ, 2007, p. 8). 

Gender Expression (GE)  

Gender expression is “each person’s presentation of the person’s gender through 
physical appearance—including dress, hairstyles, accessories, cosmetics—and man-
nerisms, speech, behavioral patterns, names, and personal references, and noting fur-
ther that gender expression may or may not conform to a person’s gender identity” 
(ICJ, 2017, p. 6). 
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Sex Characteristics (SC)  

Sex characteristics are “each person’s physical features relating to sex, including 
genitalia and other sexual and reproductive anatomy, chromosomes, hormones, and 
secondary physical features emerging from puberty” (ICJ, 2017, p. 6). 

The Yogyakarta Principles never defines gender; at times, it is used interchangea-
bly or simultaneously with sex. Also, the above definitions include several subjective 
criteria such as deeply felt expressions (gender expression) which appear to be char-
acteristics of what is commonly understood as personality and sometimes stereo-
typed roles of men and women. These definitions mean there are as many genders or 
sexes as personalities.  

Despite the lack of clarity, circularity, inconsistency, contradiction, and difficulty 
in verifying these changes objectively and universally, activists lobbied for these 
changes without any consultation with the general public or states and with no impact 
assessment on the rights of other groups, such as women (Fair Play for Women, n.d.), 
girls (Scotland Report, 2019), lesbians (Wild, 2019) and violence against women (Fair 
play for Women, n.d.; & Impacts of trans activism, n.d.).  

Broadly, the process of the elimination of the legal category of sex is set to these 
general steps, aided by jurisprudence before high courts to create legal precedents of 
law: 

▪ Step 1: Allowing change of legal sex under restricted conditions (age, medical diagno-
sis, waiting period). This step has been completed in most countries in the world.  

▪ Step 2: Allowing change of legal sex without any restrictions (age, hormonal treatment 
or surgery, mental health diagnosis, criminal records). This step has been completed 
in several countries in Europe, South and North America, and other regions. 

▪ Step 3: Removing the record of sex from specific or all legal documents (e.g., birth cer-
tificates, passports, IDs), also known as “gender neutral” documents. This step is be-
ing implemented in the Netherlands (Wareham, 2020) and was proposed (and re-
jected through citizens’ initiative) in Finland (Citizens’ Initiative, 2020).  

▪ Step 4: Biological sex is treated as private information, and its disclosure is punished 
by law.  

▪ Step 5: Replacement of the category of legal sex with  

• a) sex characteristics,  

• b) gender identity, and 

• c) gender expression in all legal documents. 

STRATEGIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

Under the Radar 

The implementation of the gender identity project includes a legal lobby to reform 
state [national government] laws, policies, constitutions, and international law instru-
ments. The strategy of the gender identity special interest groups is to pass legislation 
often based on misleading information by stealth (Binetti, 2020) or under the radar 
(Murray et al., 2020a). The lobby for the UN Independent Expert on Protection Against 
Violence and Discrimination Based on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity is their 
most effective effort to get gender theory into the international human rights system 
(United Nations Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights, n.d.; United Na-
tions Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights, 2021).  
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To accomplish these goals, activists use fallacious arguments. One false claim 
widely used is that individuals who define themselves as trans are the most discrimi-
nated against group of people and are more subject to gendered crimes such as femi-
cide. This claim is not supported by evidence. In the UK, two to three women are mur-
dered by men per week (Allen et al., 2020), and there are 62.5% more trans-identified 
male homicide suspects than victims (Smith, 2019). Activists promote their agenda in 
the following ways:  

▪ by claiming that gender identity is innate and integral to all human beings, 

▪ by changing terminology and mandating inclusive language, 

▪ by getting the unrestricted legal right of children to self-declare their sex and repeal 
any prohibition of their medicalization/sterilization,  

▪ by repealing any laws that require trans-identified individuals to medically transition 
and, 

▪ by criminalizing conversion therapy for those who do not affirm gender dysphoria 
(Arty Morty, 2020).  

Gender identity activists use new inclusive language, such as:  

▪ using gender and/or gender identity instead of or interchangeably with sex,  

▪ neutralizing female nouns and forbidding female pronouns, for example, “parent 1 and 
2” instead of mother and father, 

▪ classifying women under multiple genders and diversities (LGBTQ+), and  

▪ creating a new term for women, such as cis, or applying a new formula that uses a per-
son plus a function, as in “gestating or pregnant person,” equating transwomen to 
women and transwomen to being a feminist, making intersectionality an acceptance 
of trans dominance of LGBTQ+, and bodily autonomy the right to sexually exploit 
oneself and change one’s sex/gender. 

Appropriation of Fundamental Rights in Human Rights Movements  

Gender identity activists appropriate fundamental rights and core principles in 
international human rights treaties. Two of the most targeted human rights move-
ments by the gender identity special interest groups are the women’s rights move-
ment, by appropriating the concepts of intersectionality and bodily integrity (Price, 
2020), and the lesbian, gay, bisexual (LGB) rights, by utilizing the concepts of ending 
stigma and social exclusion (Aravosis, 2007). 

For example, in the domain of children’s rights, the gender identity project has 
been able to argue that allowing a minor to determine their sex on legal documents, 
as well as consenting to invasive and life-altering treatments, such as stalling a child’s 
sexual development through chemical intervention, or removal of healthy breast tis-
sues or ovaries, satisfy the principle of serving “best interest of the child” and provid-
ing best conditions for their “personal development.” In the domain of disability 
rights, the gender identity project successfully appropriated the right to a life free 
from “inhuman, cruel and degrading treatment” and the “highest attainable standard 
of health.” In the indigenous people’s movement, the gender identity project utilized 
the right to cultural autonomy by appropriating gender roles for homosexuals as trans 
(Beatrice, 2020). In migration and asylum, the gender identity project has embedded 
itself into gender-based persecution, implying that any individual unable to change 
their legal sex in the country of origin is the subject of persecution. 
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Joint Lobby with Other Male Sexual Desire and Criminal Industries  

The gender identity project embraced and went hand in hand with the sexual and 
reproductive exploitation industries through joint lobbying and funding. These indus-
tries’ size and global expansion are evident in their global worth. The prostitution in-
dustry (Havocscope, n.d.) is estimated to be worth 186 billion worldwide; the pornog-
raphy market is estimated to be worth USD 35.17 billion in 2020; and the video game 
industry is tightly connected to pornography consumption (Stockdale & Coyne, 2018) 
is worth USD 151 billion (Grandview Research, 2020). The surrogacy market (Global 
Market Insights, 2021) is currently USD 4.2 billion and will surpass USD 33.5 billion 
by 2027. The gender reassignment surgery market will grow 25% by 2026 from the 
current 316 million (Global Market Insights, 2019). It is no coincidence that the pri-
mary consumers of pornography (Pornhub, 2019) coincide with the most prominent 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) advanced economies (Wikipedia, n.d.-a) and the 
wealthiest liberal democracies—the G7—of the world (Wikipedia, n.d.-b). Their rev-
enue is only maintained by lobbying to decriminalize or legalize their industries. They 
cleanse their images through false publicity, colonizing academia, and funding the me-
dia and civil society. 

These industries support the decriminalization of trafficking and pimping by us-
ing the euphemism sex work (Network of Sex Work Projects, n.d.). They lobby to de-
criminalize trafficking for reproductive purposes under the euphemism surrogacy or 
womb rental (Borraz, 2019). Furthermore, body and mental dissociation, homopho-
bia, lowering the age of consent, and controlling puberty are at the heart of these in-
dustries that have led to naturalization and under-the-radar lobbying to legalize in-
cest, pedophilia, and pederasty. All of these have similar and parallel financial and po-
litical interests.  

The joint lobbies share these three scenarios:  

▪ under the LGBT acronym, funding has concentrated on the T (transgender) agenda im-
posed by men who identify as trans women, 

▪ total decriminalization of pornography, trafficking, pimping, and sex buying is lobbied 
through cover organizations that speak under the euphemism of sex workers, many 
of them led by males who identify as trans women (XBiz, 2020), 

▪ decriminalization of trafficking for reproductive purposes is lobbied for under the eu-
phemism surrogacy or womb rental under the LGBT acronym. Still, it is imposed 
mainly by gay men and men who identify as trans women. 

This joint work can be seen when organizations present these industries as pro-
gressive job opportunities. They are members of and support networks (Red Um-
brella Fund, n.d.) and initiatives with these goals that have direct funding from the 
same philanthropies that are part of the Sex Work Donor Collaborative, which in-
cludes the Global Philanthropy Project, the Red Umbrella Fund, Count Me in Consor-
tium, and others (Sex Work Donor Collective, n.d.). The so-called Affirmation of Fem-
inist Principles (n.d.) is the latest initiative to fund feminist organizations that commit 
to the Generation Equality Forum Beijing +25 agenda. 

They all have similar and parallel financial and political interests in which women 
can be bought and sold for men’s sexual and reproductive desires. 

Stigmatizing Critical Perspectives and Creating Political Polarization 

Any critique of the gender identity discourse is resisted by what feminists have 
long identified as forms of male violence, such as silencing analyses or facts (O’Hara, 
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2020), producing targeted harassment (Human Rights Committee, 2019), threats 
(TERF is a slur, n.d.), censorship (Price, 2020), vexatious litigation (Slatz, 2020), and 
physical violence to individuals, in particular women who question their claims 
(Bindel, 2019).  

With a global rise in ultra-right movements that oppose abortion, same-sex mar-
riage, and gender ideology, these movements are conflated with anyone opposing the 
gender identity project from a human rights and feminist perspective. This created 
conditions for the actors and supporters of this project (media, political parties) to 
stigmatize and dismiss the feminist critique of gender as the subordination of women. 
As a result, the feminist opposition to eliminating sex from the law is seen as non-
progressive and conservative. 

This strategy of the gender identity project to classify feminists as right-wing is 
not unique to gender identity; it is imported from other anti-women’s rights indus-
tries, such as prostitution, pornography, and surrogacy. Both liberal and conservative 
supporters of these industries have historically labeled feminist analysis anti-rights, 
causing division in the women’s rights movement. The gender identity project has 
gone as far as to become the critical marker of progressive versus conservative poli-
tics in different countries worldwide. A case in point is the change in public opinion 
in Colombia about supporting the peace process of a 50-year-old guerrilla because it 
included gender identity and ideology (Giraldo, 2017). This modern geopolitical dis-
tinction tied to funding is seen in the United States with President Biden’s support for 
The Equality Act (The Biden Plan, (n.d.) and the Spanish fight on the left to approve a 
trans law (Polo, 2021). 

Despite these strategies, the opposition to the gender identity project has grown 
in recent years and is found on all sides of the political spectrum. The opposition is 
critiquing and demystifying the misconceptions the gender identity project is promot-
ing with its agenda (The State Media, 2020).  

EFFECT OF GENDER IDENTITY ON LAWS 

The inclusion of gender identity in laws has endangered women’s right not to be 
discriminated against based on sex. Gender identity ideology also promotes the idea 
that trans women are women, which means males who self-identify as women or with 
the male stereotypes of women are women under the law.  

Some of the instruments where gender identity has been included are discussed 
below. The inclusion of gender identity in law and policy endangers the two main 
principles underpinning women’s human rights, i.e., substantive equality and non-
discrimination based on sex. 

Constitutions and Secondary Laws, Including the Laws on Self-Declaration 
of Sex 

Once the concepts and language of gender identity and expression enter into law, 
a country’s entire legal system must be adjusted. Typically, this process of legal re-
structuring starts with the introduction of laws that regulate the change of legal sex. 
In those countries where the self-declaration of legal sex exists in law, governments 
are taking steps (Laursen, 2020) to further expand its scope by eliminating age re-
strictions or removing sex from legal documents (Wareham, 2020). Other laws that 
become progressively restructured are: anti-discrimination and equality laws, laws 
on education, laws on maternity care, laws on hate crime and hate speech, laws on 
health, prisons and shelters, laws on free speech and expression, and finally, laws on 
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positive and/or special measures for women (e.g., quotas for political parties or 
women on boards). 

Gender identity is now included in several countries’ constitutions (Ecuador, Bo-
livia, Fiji, Nepal, and Malta). States that have rewritten laws on self-declaration of legal 
sex include Argentina (Identidad de Genero, 2014), Denmark, Colombia (Orientacion 

Sexual e Identidad de Genero, 2015), Ireland (Gender Identity Act, 2015), Chile (Bibli-
oteca del Congreso Nacional de Chile, 2014), Malta (Gender Identity, Gender Expres-
sion, and Sex Characteristics Act, 2015), Norway, Belgium (Belgium: Legal Gender 

Recognition Law, 2017, 2018), Austria (Rainbow Europe, n.d.), Pakistan (Hashim, 
2018), Luxemburg (Lög, 2020), Portugal (Lei, 2018), and Greece (Νό μός 4491/2017). 
In many countries where self-identification (self-ID) of legal sex has not been intro-
duced de jure, however, it exists de facto through various other law provisions (e.g., 
Brazil). In contrast, in other countries (e.g., Canada, Mexico, and Australia (Rodrigues, 
2020)), these states allow self-identification. In Europe, at the time of this publication, 
proposals to introduce sex self-identification laws are currently being discussed by 
the parliaments of Cyprus, Finland, Germany, Netherlands, Scotland, and Spain. Pro-
posals to introduce gender identity, gender expression, and sex characteristics into 
national laws are pending before governments worldwide. One of the latest proposals 
was included in the so-called feminist constitution, which was voted against in Chile 
in 2022 (Svensson, 2022). In Europe, the Americas, and Asia, people are allowed to 
have a legal sex change under various restricted conditions. In many states where 
laws on self-declaration of sex have been introduced, people can change their sex on 
legal documents without any medical procedures (e.g., UK (Gender Recognition Act, 
2004), France, and Canada).  

International Instruments 

Gender identity has been included in international instruments such as the Coun-
cil of Europe’s Istanbul Convention, the CEDAW General Recommendation 28 on Vio-
lence Against Women, and several country reports. The Council of Europe 2048 Res-
olution on Discrimination Against Transgender People in Europe (Parliamentary As-
sembly, 2015) recommends that states belonging to the Council of Europe introduce 
self-determination of sex laws. Other recommended resolutions recommend officially 
establishing sexual orientation and gender identity legal procedures: a United Nations 
General Assembly resolution on gender identity (2018) and a resolution that estab-
lishes an independent expert on sexual orientation and gender identity (Third Com-
mittee, General Assembly, 2016). The 2018 submission by the UN Sexual Orientation 
and Gender Identity office to the United Nations Legal Committee concerning its draft-
ing of the Convention on Crimes Against Humanity demanded to replace sex (referred 
to as “gender” in the Statutes of Rome as a ground for prosecution) with gender iden-
tity, gender expression, and sex characteristics (UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, personal communication, 30 Nov 2018). 

Gender identity is now included in the EU's Victims' Rights and Asylum directives. 
Several reports (Report 2018, Report 2020) produced under the aegis of the Euro-
pean Commission recommend enshrining it in the European law and treaties, with 
the most recent one asking all EU states to align national legislature with the demands 
of Yogyakarta Principles (European Commission et al., 2018). The Council of Europe 
established the Sexual Orientation Gender Identity Unit in 2014 (Sexual orientation 
and gender identity unit [SOGI], n.d.). The European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) 
has incorporated gender identity into its case law under Art 14 (‘other status’) of the 
European Convention of Human Rights (2022). The Inter-American Court (2019) has 
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also issued several decisions protecting and reinforcing gender identity (Contesse, 
2018).  

International Processes Related to Women’s Rights 

In 2020, UN Women organized the Beijing Platform +25 anniversary to renew the 
global commitments to empower women worldwide and carry the platform out in full 
as new forces threaten women's and girls' rights. In this context, the gender identity 
project has been able to erase women from declarations and action coalitions by re-
placing women with gender identity, and by instrumentalizing the “Global South” has 
promoted “sex work” and decriminalizing third parties, such as traffickers, pimps, and 
sex buyers as an option for poor women. Under the heavy influence of UN agencies in 
development programs, even UNWomen actively promoted eliminating women’s sex-
based protections from the law, including suggesting a new language at the Genera-
tion Equality Forum in Mexico that includes “women in all their diversity” “multiple 
gender identities,” gender transformative, “sex workers” “sex/gender assigned at 
birth,” and “transphobic violence” (Bautista, 2020). They also promoted the conflation 
of discrimination based on sex with hate crimes against diversities (Foro Generacion 

Igualdad, 2021).  

IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF WOMEN AND THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS  

Women in the Public and Political Life and Decision Making 

Women in public and political spheres have unequal and separate standards and 
unequal opportunities and treatment due to limited socialization processes as girls. 
There are invisible barriers due to lack of education, the unequal burden of home, 
family, childrearing, and unequal opportunities for jobs and wages. Parity (50% 
women, 50% men) in public office is the primary positive discrimination measure 
used by governments to reduce the gap between women and men, be eligible for pub-
lic elected bodies, participate in the formulation of government policy and implemen-
tation, and hold public office. 

With gender identity, positions meant for women are being taken over by males 
who identify as trans women. For example, in women-only lists for public office (Fain, 
2020), women’s particular needs and interests are not represented, fewer human and 
financial resources are assigned to them, and fewer policies are directed toward them. 
Additionally, a lack of sex-based indicators does not allow for follow-up on improving 
gaps related to public and political life (Gallego, 2021).  

In Mexico, for example, in 2018, 19 men signed up for public election positions as 
trans women (Plazas, 2018). A group of muxes (a male in the Zapotec culture of Oaxaca 
who dresses as a female) denounced this as a misappropriation of this traditional fe-
male sex role assigned to homosexual men who are not born women (Plazas, 2018). 
Gender identity is also used to take over quotas on boards of corporate and non-gov-
ernmental organizations, civil associations, and international agencies (Garnier, 
2020). 

In India, in January 2021, the Bombay High Court allowed a trans-identified male 
who goes by the name Anjali to contest the village panchayat (town council) polls as 
“female” from a ward reserved for women, saying that such persons have the right to 
a “self-perceived gender identity.” (Joshi, 2021). The candidate went on to win the 
election. In March 2021, the Kerala High Court allowed a trans-identified male to join 
the NCC (National Cadet Corps) and called for changes in the enrolment criteria. The 
single bench of Justice Anu Sivaraman said: “in view of the specific provisions of the 
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2019 act, a transgender person has the right to be recognised not only as a 
transgender but also a right to self-perceived gender, i.e., the female gender.” (Hindu-
stan Times, 2021). 

Males who identify as transwomen also call themselves feminists (Gamboa, 2020) 
and occupy positions in women’s studies programs (Johnson, 2020) and academia 
(Harvard University, 2017). They receive substantial funding (Lowrey, 2018), partici-
pate in events and spaces, and even deal with issues exclusively related to women’s 
bodies, such as menstrual hygiene, abortion, female genital mutilation, and sexual and 
reproductive health and rights. An example is the case of Petra de Sutter, who is today 
a “female vice prime minister” in Belgium and is also a “female Member of the Euro-
pean Parliament” (Moens, 2020) and the president of the European Parliamentary 
Forum on Population and Development (The European Parliamentary Forum for Sex-
ual and Reproductive Rights, n.d.). In the recent guidance to the Women on Boards 
law, the Scottish government declared that the law applies to anyone who uses female 
pronouns and female names (Murray et al., 2020b). This law was recently contested 
in court (Davidson, 2021).  

Young Women and Detransitioners 

In a patriarchal society, girls are constantly confronted with beauty standards, ste-
reotyped representations of sex roles, and pornography that portray them as sexual 
objects. They are exposed to dysphoria and more inclined to feel uneasy in their bod-
ies, not because they were assigned the “wrong sex” at birth, but because they face 
physical, sexual, psychological, and economic male violence in their everyday lives.  

The NGO Stonewall launched an LGBT-inclusive curriculum guide for primary 
schools in the UK in 2019 for children to learn they have inner gender identities that 
can only be discovered by liking “girl things” like dresses and long hair or “boy things” 
like skateboarding, that is, by simply refusing to act according to the stereotypes as-
signed to the masculine or the feminine (Stonewall, 2019). Similar programs are being 
introduced globally, as part of the obligatory mainstreaming of gender identity in 
school curricula, from Canada (Charlotte, 2020) to Spain (Carrasco, 2020). The mes-
sage for girls who do not conform to social standards is deeply homophobic and gen-
erates fear of lesbianism, as they are pressured to transition to being a “boy.”  

The beauty, big pharma, medical, and fashion industries (Bilek, 2021) have pro-
moted the transitioning business (Bilek, 2018) in a corporate agenda (Bilek, 2020) to 
deconstruct sexual dimorphism in law for profit, even in the fashion industry. There 
has been a surge in girls and young women transitioning to the stereotype of males. 
Many experience depression, anxiety, and agitation, coupled with deep involvement 
in online chat groups that support their sense of dislocation. They are encouraged to 
view voices of moderation (including parents) as enemies, and they echo the cultish 
language of pro-anorexia and pro-suicide.  

Some girls, who previously decided to “transition” in an attempt to become boys, 
are now participating in the surge to detransition. Increasingly, they are finding their 
voices and joining networks in the USA and Latin America (Jeffreys et al., 2020). They 
regret their mastectomies, hysterectomies, infertility due to puberty blockers, and 
permanently lowered voices. They realize they are forever changed after these painful 
processes. 
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Male Violence Against Women  

Male violence against women, such as rape, incest, sexual harassment, wife as-
sault, battery, trafficking, and prostitution, is an epidemic worldwide. Women need 
women-only spaces for protection, trauma therapy, recovery, and empowerment. The 
Vancouver Rape Relief and Women’s Shelter, Canada’s oldest women’s crisis shelter, 
was stripped of municipal funding in 2019 because of lobbying pressure from a male 
politician who identified as a trans woman. He accused the shelter of being discrimi-
natory and exclusionary because the shelter exercised its right under the law to offer 
single-sex services for women (Hopper, 2019). In Canada, female victims who do not 
wish to share intimate space with natal males are expelled from shelters (Brean, 
2018). As more and more women’s bathrooms, gyms, and women-only spaces are 
open to males who self-identify as trans women, hundreds of physical assaults and 
rapes on women have been documented (Anti-female-receipts, 2016), and there is 
recrimination for their attitudes and lack of support for inclusion (Brink & Dunne, 
2018).  

At an art show at the San Francisco Library, trans women were portrayed as vic-
tims of oppression from TERFs (trans-exclusionary radical feminists), which is a slur 
and misogynistic term (Intellectual Takeout, n.d.). The display depicted males who 
self-identify as women being threatened by women with weaponry—including axes 
and bats. This display of false victimhood inverts who usually does the harm-
ing and who is usually harmed. The perpetrator or offender may deny the behavior 
and then attack the individual doing the confronting, and reverse the roles of victim 
and offender so that the perpetrator assumes the victim role and turns the true victim 
(or whistleblower) into an alleged offender” (Freyd, 1997). Psychologists describe 
this tactic as DARVO, which stands for Deny-Attack-Reverse-Victim and-Offender. 

In public debates, questioning the discourse of “born in a wrong body” and stating 
the existence of biological sex are sanctioned as “hate speech” and portrayed as “lit-
eral acts of violence” against those who identify as trans. Among many acts of violence 
against women perpetrated by transactivists are physical assault (Davidson, 2019), 
the loss of jobs (Forstater, 2019), the burning of writer J.K. Rowling’s books (Nolan, 
2020), being cyber-lynched (Schon, 2020) or being falsely accused based on lies (Vol-
canicas, 2022). Sixty thousand gender-critical women have been banned on Reddit 
(Chart, 2020). As of October 2020, the UK, for example, had at least 25 cases contest-
ing the harmful effect of gender identity in courts, gender clinics, schools, universities, 
NGOs, and the government in the period 2019 to 2022, and has currently at least 15 
ongoing cases (Legal Crowdfunding, n.d). These cases are self-funded by women and 
two men. Many academics, feminists, and intellectuals have been dismissed from their 
positions, and others choose to keep quiet for fear of being labeled TERFS or “tran-
sphobes” (Murphey, 2020). 

In prisons, male sex offenders are placed with females (Shaw, 2020), and where 
gender identity laws do not exist yet, such provisions are being introduced (e.g., state 
of New York, SB 4702A, 2019). According to the former prison governor of Scotland, 
the male transgender population transferred to female estates will soon outnumber 
the female offenders in female prisons (Hotchkiss, 2020).  

Lesbian and Bisexual Women 

Lesbian and bisexual women have fought to enjoy equal rights and the right not 
to be discriminated against based on their sexual orientation, homosexuality, or bi-
sexuality. However, most LGBT organizations worldwide have been taken over, and 
their funds are used to promote trans rights under a gender multiple spectra (Funders 
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for LGBTQ Issues, 2018). Under gender identity laws, a heterosexual man with a beard 
and a penis can self-identify as a woman, effectively becoming a lesbian. Any lesbian 
who rejects him as a potential sexual partner is labeled transphobic, bigoted, and 
hateful (Cotton ceiling, n.d.). As lesbians denounce the fact that they have been erased 
from the movement in Pride Parades and activism, new lesbian groups (Get The L Out 
of UK, n.d.) and lesbian, gay, and bisexual groups (LGB Alliance, n.d.) have been created 
to clarify that homosexuality is same-sex attraction, that sex is binary, real, and not a 
spectrum. Many former LGBT activists in countries with self-ID laws turn away from 
LGBT groups when they realize the danger of gender identity (Salakova, 2020). 

Women Sexually Exploited in Prostitution and Pornography 

The harms of prostitution in women and girls include grave human rights viola-
tions, systematic rape, domestic violence, torture, trafficking, physical, and mental 
health problems, such as complex post-traumatic stress disorder, reproductive disa-
bility, addictions, suicide, non-desired pregnancies, and abortions (Farley, n.d.). They 
are often “disappeared,” meaning they are killed and never found. These murders are 
femicide. Women and girls are gravely harmed through exploitation in prostitution 
and pornography, with the effects passed on to their children. 

Gay men and trans-identified males join and lead the unincorporated interests of 
“sex worker unions” in the public debate (International Committee of the Rights of 
Sex Workers in Europe, n.d.). They propose total decriminalization of the sex trade, 
including pimps, traffickers, and sex buyers, and even justify trafficking as economic 
migration (DecminNY, n.d.). They also lead strategic litigation in courts, typically with 
cases of police violence against men who self-identify with the stereotype of women, 
and also call themselves “sex workers” to pressure governments to decriminalize 
pimps and traffickers or legalize prostitution under “sex work” (IHRC, 2021). Power-
ful Global North philanthropists (Diez, 2019), donor collaboratives (Sex Work Donor 
Collaborative, n.d.), international organizations, such as Amnesty International 
(2015) and UN agencies have joined efforts to promote the sexual exploitation of 
women and girls in prostitution and pornography worldwide. They use euphemisms 
and promote the legalization /total decriminalization of sex work, including pornog-
raphy and online business models such as webcamming, Only Fans, and others. 

Connections between these two industries include representing transgender peo-
ple and working for total decriminalization of pimps laws like in New York City (Ar-
nold, 2019) and commercialization of transgender surgeries and forced castration in 
poor countries, such as India and from Argentina to Rome (Madaik, 2021).  

Mothers and Women Exploited in Surrogacy 

Women have long fought to protect pregnancy and maternity from harm and have 
paid maternity leave and social benefits without loss of employment. They have 
worked to get child-care facilities and equal responsibility in child upbringing by both 
parents. 

Under the gender identity framework, words such as mother or pregnant woman 
are being replaced by neutral and asexual concepts of persons to which dissociated 
functions are added, such as “menstruating person,” “breastfeeding person” (Slaazar, 
2021, Feb 12), “pregnant person,” “human milk,” “procreational will,” and “solidarity 
gestation,” while not requiring a legal mother (Young, 2018). For example, since the 
introduction of gender identity and gender expression in Maltese law, birth certifi-
cates in Malta no longer have mother and father but Parent 1 and 2 (Delia, 2020). 
Similar changes were proposed in France and Italy. Moreover, court rulings are 
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becoming increasingly bizarre. In the USA, a woman was fired from her job because 
she was breastfeeding, which according to the company, was not sex discrimination, 
partly because men can lactate under certain circumstances (Marcotte, 2015). 

In a joint effort with the gender identity lobby, a new reproductive exploitation 
industry, aided by biotechnology, has emerged under the euphemisms of surrogacy or 
substitution pregnancy (Center for Bioethics and Culture Network, 2013). It is no co-
incidence that in 2016 Dr Sutter, a male senator from Belgium, was the author of a 
controversial proposal for a resolution to regulate surrogacy in Europe (European 
Post, 2016). 

The gender identity lobby works to introduce into law the human right to use a 
female body as a “surrogate” for people who cannot have children because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identity. Offspring are reduced to a product that can be 
bought and disconnected from their biological mother; simultaneously, men who 
identify as trans women claim the right to a womb transplant to have babies. While 
laws are passed in wealthier countries, women used in this industry come from poor 
countries (Klaine, 2018) without regard for the mental and physical impacts on their 
health (Lahl, 2018). Many women exploited in surrogacy are migrant women from 
impoverished backgrounds and war/conflict-torn territories, subjected to violations 
of their freedom of movement and bodily autonomy (ENoMW, CIAMS, 2022). Many of 
these women have been in prostitution or are further prostituted for the pleasure of 
the punters (Roberts, 2014). Also, some clients of surrogate mothers did not want 
them to get vaccines for COVID-19 because of their fears that the vaccines could affect 
the children they had ordered. All the while, they usually got the vaccine (Domí nguez, 
2021). 

Women in Sports 

Women have fought to have the same rights and opportunities as men to partici-
pate actively in sports. The concept of fair play is the modern basis for all competitive 
sports (Fair Play for Women, n.d.). It promotes meaningful competition by grouping 
different body types into sex, age, and weight categories. Since performance is 
strongly influenced by physiological factors like muscle force, power-producing ca-
pacity, and cardiovascular and metabolic factors, it is well-documented that males 
have an advantage over females (Donovon, 2020). For example, males have 66% more 
upper-body muscle and 50% more lower-body muscle and are faster than women in 
swimming, short and long-distance running, rowing, and kayaking (Save Women’s 
Sports, n.d.). 

Recently, most national and international sports bodies around the globe have 
opened the female sports category to male athletes who self-identify as female. The 
2015 International Olympic Committee guidelines state that athletes who transition 
from male to female can compete in the women’s category without requiring surgery, 
provided their testosterone level is kept under ten nanomoles/liter for at least a year 
(Ingle, 2019). These guidelines, now adopted by most sports bodies, are deemed un-
scientific (Fair Play for Women, 2019) based on male bone and muscle density, muscle 
memory, and biomechanics (Reuters, 2019). In September 2014, mixed martial arts 
fighter Tamikka Brents fought her trans opponent Fallon Fox; during the first round, 
Brents suffered severe injuries, including a concussion and a skull fracture (Presley, 
2019; Sarmah, 2022). In India, in 2018, at a university in Kerala, a trans-identified 
male participated in women’s sports and, in so doing, deprived a woman of her right-
ful spot. “Riya,” a first-year degree student, came first in the 3-km walk, long jump, 
and hammer throw. Aside from competing in the wrong category, he also competed 
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outside his age group. Though authorities have specified an upper age limit of 25, the 
28-year-old “Riya” competed and won (Mili, 2018). These are not isolated cases. The 
move towards sports inclusiveness has negatively affected women and girls, who lose 
meaningful and fair competition at all levels and groupings of female sports (Save 
Women’s Sports, n.d.).  

Girls and Children 

The gender identity project has modified the definition of a child’s best interest to 
one in which consent to harmful practices, such as breast binding of girls, or medical 
transitions, such as hormone treatment and surgery, can override parental consent. 
Instead of using psychotherapy or trauma treatment for many children who might 
suffer gender dysphoria as a coping mechanism for child rape and trauma, the medical 
system produces dissociated girls and boys who will be patients in the medical system 
for life. Puberty blockers damage the brain (Cauffman & Steinberg, 2001), shorten 
bones (Vlot et al., 2017), and create a younger appearance in girls that should have 
body changes with puberty. Children can now be bought by anyone in the surrogacy 
market and used in prostitution and pornography, among other social systems that 
allow sexual access to children. Additionally, there is pressure to naturalize incest and 
pedo-criminal acts (sexual abuse of children) by lowering the age of consent for sexual 
relationships and marriage (Falco n, 2021).  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

GENDER IDENTITY SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

The Gender Identity Project started as the gradual advocacy by a few powerful 
transexuals in the USA to support what appeared to be statistically rare individuals 
suffering from bodily dysphoria and autogynephilia, with a desire, especially of males, 
to be viewed by society as the opposite sex. They converted this desire into a well-
programmed and proactive project to deconstruct and eliminate the legal notion/con-
cept of sex based on biological sex (female/male). This project saw rapid growth due 
to the non-binding Yogyakarta Principles document written in 2006, substantial in-
ternational funding and lobbying in the UN System and other supra-national struc-
tures, and a joint venture with other male supremacist industries (such as the sex and 
reproductive exploitation industry).  

By doing this, they have been able to create policy capture, defined by the Interna-
tional Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) as a situa-
tion “where public decisions over policies are consistently or repeatedly directed 
away from the public interest towards a specific interest, which can exacerbate ine-
qualities and undermine democratic values” (Organization for Economic Co-opera-
tion and Development, 2017, n.p.). 

Their powerful propaganda has allowed them to undermine international human 
rights law and state laws built with these standards to have the unrestricted expan-
sion of their commercial operations on a global level. By working on the legal frame-
work in which records of biological sex have no legitimate purpose before the law, 
they have been able to create the conditions for the following: 

▪ (1) Normalizing the alteration and commodification of human biology: a profitable in-
dustrial high-tech/medical market (surgeries, biogenetics, transplants, hormones, 
fertility manipulation, among others) based on stereotypes and biology of women, 
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with medical patients for life and profitable sex and reproductive exploitation mar-
ket, an unlimited supply of vulnerable individuals (primarily women and girls), 

▪ (2) Making inequality between women and men invisible: a legal context that weakens 
the accountability of states and international bodies in monitoring human rights vio-
lations and working for equality between women and men, measurable only by indi-
cators based on sex, and 

▪ (3) Naturalizing male violence against women and girls and their exploitation: a legal 
context in which it is impossible to identify and prosecute numerous crimes which 
are primarily male violence against women and children, such as trafficking, sexual 
and reproductive exploitation, prostitution, pornography, forced pregnancy forced 
marriage, female genital mutilation, rape sexual harassment, femicide, and many 
others (The Williams Institute at UCLA School of Law, 2018). 

Gender Identity Is Discrimination Based on Sex 

The Gender Identity project has most visibly become a policy capture of eradicat-
ing discrimination based on sex. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) defined discrimination based on sex in Ar-
ticle 1 as any distinction, exclusion, or restriction made based on sex that has the ef-
fect or purpose of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by 
women, irrespective of their marital status, on a basis of equality of men and women, 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, 
civil or any other field (CEDAW, n.d).  

Later, in General Recommendation No 28 (1.5) of 2010 on the core obligations of 
the State Parties, the CEDAW Committee stated that the term sex referred to biological 
differences between men and women, while the term gender refers to socially con-
structed identities, attributes, and roles for women and men, including society’s social 
and cultural meaning for these biological differences which results in hierarchical re-
lationships between women and men and the distribution of power and rights favor-
ing men and disadvantaging women. This social positioning of women and men is af-
fected by political, economic, cultural, social, religious, ideological, and environmental 
factors and can be changed by culture, society, and community. 

At the same time, in article 5, CEDAW stated the need “to modify the social and 
cultural patterns of conduct of men and women to achieve the elimination of preju-
dices and customary and all other practices which are based on the idea of the inferi-
ority or the superiority of either of the sexes or stereotyped roles for men and 
women.” This article encompasses what was later referred to as gender in numerous 
international law instruments and only defined as such explicitly in the Council of Eu-
rope’s Istanbul Convention as “the socially constructed roles, behaviors, activities and 
attributes that a given society considers appropriate for women and men.” 

Feminists, who wanted to combat the restrictions placed on women because of 
sex and biology, adopted the use of gender—the concept originated in linguistics and 
was promoted by US sexologists in their studies on transsexualism in the 1960s (Stol-
ler, 1968)- to challenge the idea of inferior destiny for women. Feminists maintained 
that the claimed inferiority of women based on their biology instead of their cultural 
roles is patriarchal. In the classical feminist interpretation, gender refers to all norms, 
stereotypes, and values imposed on people based on their sex. The use of gender must 
be intimately connected to sex because it refers to it.  

It is evident that the problem States Parties were to eliminate and correct was not 
the definition or recording of sex but the discrimination and unequal relationship 
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between men and women based on the fact that women were born women, as well as 
the prejudice, stereotyped roles, customs, and other practices that made women infe-
rior or subordinate to men. For this reason, sex constitutes a unique ground for dis-
crimination as defined in CEDAW Article 1, and it has been introduced as a significant 
indicator and a comparator in assessing the disparities between women and men in 
such international frameworks as Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to which all 
member states of the United Nations are participants.1 

The CEDAW definition of discrimination against women considered that substan-
tive equality required both identical treatment based on human dignity and differen-
tiated treatment based on sex difference. However, at the time of writing the Conven-
tion, it was not foreseen that the lack of distinction based on sex would become an 
arbitrary action that would nullify women’s recognition, enjoyment, and exercise of 
their rights. This is what gender identity activists have achieved for themselves and 
against women and girls: the gradual conflation of sex with gender and gender iden-
tity, the consequent erosion of sex distinctions, and the weakening and elimination of 
sex-based protections and special measures have led to the exclusion and restriction 
of rights, such as the ones we have documented in the previous sections of this docu-
ment.  

This clash of rights between the transgender project and women’s rights appears 
as indirect discrimination because measures that appear neutral do not provide equal 
results for women and do not recognize historical discrimination and inequality. 
Women are reduced to humans with functions stuck to their neutral bodies.  

Violations of CEDAW Articles and Substantive Equality for Women 

Eliminating legal sex and/or its replacement with the categories of gender iden-
tity, gender expression, and sex characteristics constitutes a misinterpretation and 
abuse of international law and the legally binding understanding of discrimination 
based on sex. It also includes policy capture of laws, temporary measures, and public 
policies designed to modify stereotyped roles of women and men, eradicate women’s 
discrimination and obtain substantive or de facto equality for women. By including 
gender identity in sex or by replacing sex with gender identity in law, the very obliga-
tion of state parties to effect substantive equality becomes impossible or impotent. 

Several articles and general recommendations clarifications are violated by the 
gender identity project, including CEDAWs preamble, art 4.2, 5b on the social signifi-
cance of maternity, the primordial interest of the child, and 11.1.f on health and re-
production; articles 5, 10c, concerning eliminating stereotyped roles of men and 
women; 10d on equal opportunities to benefit from scholarships and study grants, 
Art 7 and 8, concerning being publicly elected in public, private and non-governmen-
tal organizations at national and international levels; 10g to equal opportunities in 

 

1 The global indicator framework on SDG was adopted by the UN General Assembly in July 
2017 as part of the Resolution A/RES/71/313. Despite the resolution’s commitment “to in-
crease and use high-quality, timely and reliable data disaggregated by sex” (UN, 2017, p.2), 
according to the SDG Report 2022, “Among the 32 SDG indicators with a requirement of sex 
disaggregation, only 21 have the latest disaggregated data available in most countries (more 
than 80 per cent with a requirement of sex disaggregation, of countries have at least one 
data point since 2015); for 8 indicators, no sex disaggregated data are available at all. Data 
are available for only 7 out of 21 indicators that require disaggregation by both sex and age” 
(UN, 2022, p.4) 
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sports and 11c to job security and free choice of profession and employment; 11d to 
equal remuneration and treatment; Art 6 to a life free from trafficking in women and 
exploitation of prostitution, and GR 19 and 35 other forms of gender-based violence; 
15b the right to choose a spouse and enter marriage, including same-sex relation-
ships. Additionally, GR 14 protects women from female genital mutilation, GR 24 the 
right to the best physical and mental health, and GR 36 to education.  

The other fundamental right that is violated by gender identity is de facto or sub-
stantive equality for women, to achieve which three standards are essential:  

▪ a. Recognizing differences while affirming equality,  

▪ b. Correcting arbitrary, unfair, and unjustifiable actions produce unequal power rela-
tionships and results, and  

▪ c. Offering equal opportunities, access to them, outcomes, and benefits for women. All 
of these are violated by the gender identity project. 

GLOBAL FEMINIST & PROGRESSIVE RESISTANCE TO GENDER 

IDENTITY PROJECT  

Despite the deep and protracted structural changes caused by the gender identity 
project undermining the hard-earned protections and rights of women and girls, les-
bians and gays, and children, as well as the freedom of speech, belief, and assembly, 
globally, feminists, activists, writers, journalists, medical experts are investigating, 
documenting, writing and speaking out on this issue to create awareness, inform the 
public and prevent further damage.  

The Declaration on Women's Sex-Based Rights is an international declaration and 
a campaign created by the founders to lobby nations to maintain language protecting 
women and girls based on sex rather than “gender” or "gender identity." It is now the 
basis of a worldwide movement of women who meet and support each other in main-
taining CEDAW language. Declaration on Women's Sex-Based Rights has been trans-
lated into 20 languages and signed by nearly 33,300 individual women and over 463 
organizations in 160 countries.  

In the UK, after several years of grassroots mobilization of women to oppose gen-
der identity in law, on 22 Sep 2020 Secretary of State issued a statement rejecting calls 
for self-identification of sex (Government Equalities Office & Truss, 2020). At the same 
time, in Scotland, due to a successful court case brought by a feminist organization 
For Women Scotland, by the decision of the Scottish Supreme Court, the Scottish gov-
ernment was obliged to reverse its changes to the Women on Public Boards law, ac-
cording to which any male with female pronouns could qualify for the position in a 
public board in the category reserved for women (Opinion of the Court, 2022). 

Altogether, since 2018 in the UK, at least 30 legal cases have been mounted by 
feminists and other human rights defenders against gender identity clinics, prisons, 
and public and private institutions, to draw public attention to the imminent harms 
done by gender identity to the equality and protection of women, children, homosex-
ual persons, students, and citizens. Keira Bells’ case in the UK in 2021 is a landmark 
in protecting children from unethical puberty blocker treatment promoted by the 
transgender industry (Doward, 2020). Bell’s case was one in a series of actions taken 
by private individuals as well as the UK government around the significant UK gender 
identity clinic Tavistock, which eventually resulted in the closure of the clinic due to 
safeguarding concerns (Lane, 2022) following the state commissioned investigation 
(Cass, 2022). At the same time in Sweden, in February 2022, the National Board of 
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Health and Welfare officially curtailed the practice of prescribing puberty blockers 
and cross-sex hormones to gender-dysphoric patients under 18-year-old, concluding 
that the evidence base for hormonal interventions for gender-dysphoric youth is of 

low quality, and that hormonal treatments may carry risks.  

Maya Foraster’s case is also a landmark case in the UK. She was fired from her job 
for expressing a critical view on gender identity and its replacement of the category 
of sex. After a two-year legal battle, she received a judgment in which people with 
what has been termed as “gender-critical beliefs” are legally protected from discrim-
ination and harassment in employment and as service users (Sex Matters, 2021). Now 
she advocates and produces resources to promote clarity about sex in public policy, 
law, and culture to reestablish that sex matters in rules, laws, policies, language, and 
culture (NGO Sex Matters (n.d.).  

Education professionals, parents of gender non-conforming children, and detran-
sitioners have organized to inform others and work to accept every child’s body as 
they are born. They have web pages such as Transgender Trend (n.d.), Parents of 
Rapid Onset Gender Dysphoria (Rapid-Onset Gender Dysphoria, n.d.), Genspect (n.d.) 
(an international alliance of 20 parent and professional groups whose aim is to advo-
cate for parents of “gender-questioning” children) and others such as Amanda 
(Amada_Familias, n.d.) and No Corpo Certo (n.d.), are gender critical professionals 
who educate on the impact mainly on children and young boys and girls.  

Internationally, expert groups and initiatives have been formed by the concerned 
scientists, medical practitioners, researchers, and academics: Society for Evidence-
Based Gender Medicine (SEGM) (n.d), Project Nettie: Scientists Supporting Biological 
Sex (n.d), Thoughtful Therapists (n.d.), Rethink Identity Medicine Ethics (n.d.), Stats 
for Gender. (n.d.)., the Franco-Belgian organization Le Petite Sirene (n.d) 

Academics and experts have also published several books providing a comprehen-
sive analysis of the transgender global industry: Trans: When Ideology Meets Reality 
by Helen Joyce, Material Girls by Katheleen Stock, The Doubethink by Janice Raymond, 
The Abolition of Sex by Kara Dansky, Irreversible Damage: The Transgender Craze Se-
ducing Our Daughters by Abigail Shrier, and Genderőrületek Németországban és Ma-
gyarországon (Gender Differences in Germany and Hungary) by Eszter Kova ts. 

The US Equality Act and Women (n.d.) is pending in Congress in the US. This issue 
of men being housed in prisons with women is being challenged by the Women’s Lib-
eration Front (n.d.), Women’s Space (n.d.) in Ireland, Contra el Borrado de las Mujeres 
(n.d.) in Spain, No Corpo Certo (n.d.) in Brazil, and other vital campaigns fighting local 
laws and policies that have been introduced to undermine the rights of against women 
and girls. Finally, there are also critical communications by rap singers such as Francis 
Aaron with Clownfish (2021).  

Judges are also reacting to cases. The Interamerican Human Rights Court judge, 
Elizabeth Odio Benito, has bravely written two dissident opinions on using frame-
works designed to protect women from solving issues related to men who identify 
with the stereotype of women (Odio, 2021 and 2022). 

Because of this new form of patriarchy, a new generation of women has retaken 
the value of CEDAW as the international standard of true feminist values. Hopefully, 
they will reverse this global trend to erase the recognition that half of humanity has 
been subordinate because of our sex. 
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