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ABSTRACT

The research subject is the newly discovered Early Medieval metallurgical complex Brestnitsa—Poleto in northwestern
Bulgaria. The preliminary results of the conducted excavations and laboratory analyses presented here focus on the discov-
ered bloomery structures and related finds in order to clarify the chronology and architecture of the features, as well as the
technological processes.

The dating of the archaeological structures derives from field observations of the horizontal stratigraphy, the characteristics
of the ceramic complex, the metal finds and from the radiocarbon samples. To clarify the technology, many ore pieces, slags
and blooms have been analysed. Basic analytical techniques include XRD, XRF and optical microscopy.

The results of the research prove that there was a hitherto unknown bloomery centre with a settlement in the Poleto locality,
which is the first fully studied Early Medieval iron making complex in the Balkan Peninsula.

KEYWORDS

Northwestern Bulgaria, ironmaking, ironworks, Early Medieval Europe, First Bulgarian Kingdom, Pliska, Preslav, ore,
slag, blooms, bloomery, archaeometry, XRF, XRD, optical microscopy.

BbBeneHune

[TonHOBEHOTO CTPOUTEJICTBO Ha aBTOMAarvcrpasna ,,Xemyc“ B CeBepHa bbirapust Haoxu rpo-
BEX/IaHETO Ha MaIllabHU TepeHHU TIPOyUYBaHUs Ha To/isiM OOl apXeoorudecky 00eKTH, TIoTa/iaiy
B IPaHULUTE Ha TPaceTo M. 3a Hy)KAUTe 0 U3rpakJaHe Ha CbBPeMeHHUs ITbTeH Bb3en , boasa“, B
paMKUTe Ha /iBe TI0C/Ie/[0BaTeIH| apXeoyiorndecky Kamranuy npe3 2019 u 2020 r., 6e n3BBpILIEHO
CracUTeIHO MPOyYBaHe Ha eIHO HEU3BeCTHO KbM OH3W MOMEHT PAHHOCPEeJHOBEKOBHO CeJIuIIle C Me-
TalypruueH KOMIIEKC, 0OUI0 TIOMY/IAPHOCT ChC ChOMpaTeTHOTO Ha3BaHue bpectHuiia — [ToseTo.
HoBoOTKpUTHAT 00EKT I0Mazia Ha TepUTOpHsATa Ha 00sacT JIoBed, B ceBepo3arafHOTO MOAHOKHKE Ha
BacuboBCKarta TylaHMHA — Hali-BHCOKaTa yacT Ha I1peabaskaHa 1 ceBepHHTe CKJI0HOBe Ha CpesHa
Crapa mianuHa (06p. 1). Hamupa ce Ha 2,9 km 1orou3touHo ot c. BpecTHuila U Ha IPUOIU3UTETHO
1,5 km rorozamnazsiHo ot mposioMa Ha p. BuT, Hec Hocell] HaumeHoBaHHeTO boasa (Muues u ap. 1980,
52). TocegHUAT pasziesis Hai-3anagHus Asl Ha puja I'aradika, yact ot Cpeauus ITpegdanikaH Ha
W3TOK U CEeBEPHUTE HUCKM 30HU Ha pyja JIucel, yact ot 3anaguus [IpendankaH.

N3cnenBaHusT 00EKT e pasrnosio)keH B M. I10/1eTo, MpU MbPBOTO TIO-TO/IIMO Pa3LIMpPeHre Ha
peuHara JJo/IMHa, BbPXY ITbpBaTa Ha/[3a/lMBHA Tepaca Ha JieBUs Opsr Ha p. BUT, ipu cpe/iHa HaiMoOp-
CKa BucourHa 252 / 256 m u ciaba feHUBesalys Ha TepeHa B T0COKa OT 3araj Ha M3ToK (06p. 2).
Bwpxy nnomg ot okono 1 ha 6sixa ycTaHOBeHHM MHOKeCTBO PaHHOCDEJHOBEKOBHU CTPYKTypH — 13
BKOITaHY JKW/IMILA C KAMEeHHU Meuky, Haf 10 W3BbHXWIUIHU JOMaKUHCKY Ieljy U 9 MeTanypruu-
HU pabortuiHuiy (06p. 3) (MBanos 2020, 1303-1307; 2021, 1090-1094; Yosnakos, MeaHos 2020,
923-927; 2021, 950-954).

OT ChLIeCTBEHO 3HAUeHHWe 3a HACTOSIILIOTO U3C/Ie[jBaHe e MPOYYEeHUSIT IIPOU3BOJCTBEH KOM-
TIJIEKC, YMETO Pa3roikeHWe B /0Ka3aHO Oorar Ha »kessizHa pyga paiiod (HaueB 1960, 64-70; Te-
oprues 1978, 30, 170-172; JymanoB 2021, 128-132, 137) nipeforipeiesiss © OCHOBHATa My Clielj1a-
NU3aiys B Kese307,00uBa. HacTosIIIeTo TipeiBapUTeIHO MPe/ICTaBsHe Ha Pe3y/ITaTuTe OT TIPOBe/ie-
HUTe Pa3KOIKU U 71ab0paToOpHY aHa/lu3u € HaCOueHO KbM OTKPUTHTE B CEJTUIIETO TIPOU3BO/ICTBEHU
CTPYKTYPH U CBbP3aHUTE C TSIX HAaXO/IKH, KaTO MMa 3a 1Ie/T U3siICHsIBaHe XPOHOJIOTHSTA Ha o0UTaBaHe,
YCTPOMCTBOTO Ha ChOPHKEHUSITA U TEXHOJOTMUHUTE TIPOIIeCH, TIPOTUYAINA B MeTaaypruuHUs KOM-
nekc Kpaii bpecrauua.

XapaKkTepuctmka n aHanorum Ha MetTanyprmyHnsa KoMnsiekc

OtkputHTe 9 MeTanypruuHy pabOTUTHULM Ca U3rPa/ieHH BbPXY SICHO pa3rpaHUUMMUS PaHHO-
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O6p. 1. MecmonosnodiceHue Ha paHHOCPeOHOBEKOBHUS Jicene30000useH Komniekc Bpecmuuya—ITonemo
Fig. 1. Location of the Early Medieval iron bloomery complex Brestnitsa—Poleto

CpeJHOBEKOBEH TepeH WJIH Ca BKOTIaHW Ha pa3/iMuHa Abi00ourHa B Hero. [Ipon3Bo/CTBEHHTe ejHU-
L1 Morar /ja Ob/1aT 03HaYeHH KaTo PabOTHUTHULIM Bh3 OCHOBA Ha JIaHHHUTE, e B TSX e OM/T M3BbpIIBaH
ToBeue OT e/JUH TeXHO/IornudeH mporjec. CTapoTo X00BO HUBO Ce JOCTUTA Ha JbI00YMHA OT OKOJIO
0,60-0,70 m u cTparurpadcku mpeAcTaBisiBa TbMHOKadsiBa uBHLa c Aebenuna 10 0,20 m, exa-
1112 HEMOCPeCTBEHO BbPXY JKbJATeHUKaBO-KadsiBa rmHecta ocHoBa. CpeIHOBEKOBHUST T€PEH U Chb-
IIeCTBYBAIMTe CTPYKTYPH Ca TMOKPUTH OT TTbTEH IJIaCT CBeT/IOKadsiBa MphCT (¢ AebemiHa OKOMO
0,70 m) Ge3 HanMUKe Ha apXeoJIOTHYeCKU MaTeprasy, 00pa3yBaH B pe3y/iTaT Ha aKTUBHUTE HAHOCHU
TpoL{ecH, MPOTHYaIU B JoAWHaTa Ha p. BuT. [Ipofb/oKUTeIHOTO HACI0sBaHe U HaTpyIaHaTa KoM-
MakTHa Maca ca CIIOMOTHa/IM 3a ChbXpaHsBaHe Ha ChOPB)KEHUSTA, OTKPUTH in Situ, a HAKOU OT TAX U
u3Lno 3amnasenu (06p. 4.1-3). B gwnbourHa (Ha okoso 1,00 / 1,40 m oT ChbBpeMeHHHUsI TepeH U Ha
okosio 0,30-0,50 m roz, paHHOCpeJHOBEKOBHOTO XOZ0BO HUBO) € PerMCTPUpaH I/1acT OT YaKbJl, [IPU-
MeCeH C JpeOHH MPeoT/I0KeH! (parMeHTH OT CTPOMTE/IHA U OMTOBA PUMCKa Kepamuka (o0p. 4.3-5).
To3u ecrectBeH HaHoc c febenvHa 0,20-0,40 m, ¢popmMupaH BeposSTHO B pe3y/iTaT Ha MPUZOLILIUTe
BpeMeHHH MOTOL[M OTKbM [10-BUCOKO pa3roJioyKeH!UTe Ha 3ariaji apXeoJoruyecky CTPYKTYPH, AaThpa-
Hu BbB Il — mbpBa nonosuHa Ha 111 B. (Honakos, iBaHos 2020, 923-927; 2021, 950-954), e mipepsi3aH
OT 'b/I00KO BKOTIAaHUTE PAHHOCPE/HOBEKOBHHU CTPYKTYPH.

PaboTunHuLMTe Ce pa3KpUBaT Ha TepeH, KaKTo B HerocpeZcTBeHa O/IM30CT /10 HSIKOU OT BKO-
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O06p. 2. Apxeonozuuecku obekm Bpecmuuya—ITonemo 8 pationa Ha c. BpecmHuya
Fig. 2. Archaeological site Brestnitsa—Poleto in the region of Brestnitsa village

MaHUTe XXWINIIA, Taka U OTAajaeueHH OT Tax Ha pascrossHue 30—40 m. Criopef; XxapaKTepUCTUKUTE
UM MeTalyprUYHUTEe ChOPBKEHHUS Morar jla Ob/JiaT pa3jie/ieHd Ha /[Ba OCHOBHH THIA — Ha3eMHHU U
BKOIaHHU.

HazemHusiT Tvn e mipesictaBeH oT pabotunnauim 1, 5, 7 u 8 (06p. 5.1-6). Te ca cHabneHu
C TIeIIY, U3TPaJIeHN HarpaBo BbPXY CPEJHOBEKOBHOTO XO/I0BO HUBO, 0e3 [IOMBJIHUTETHO KOBAIIIKO
orauie. TTIMTKO BKOMaHaTa UM pabOTHA MJIOMIA/IKa € C OBaJIeH TIaH W MPUOIU3UTENTHN pa3Mepu
o 3,0 x 2,5 m, npu AbnbourHa He noeeye ot 0,10-0,15 m. TopuBHUTE KaMepHy Ha MeIUTe UMat
JIEKO eJTUTCOBHIHA hopMa ¢ BuTpelnHu pasmepu 0,40-0,45 x 0,30-0,35 m v fgebenrHa Ha TEI[HUTE
cTeHU B ocHoBaTa OoT okoso 0,10 m. IToBeueto ca 3ama3zenu o BucourHa 0,20 m, HO ce cpellaT U
TaKuBa, MPU KOUTO € perucTprpaHa eJUHCTBEHO MajKa YacT OT CWJIHO OTYXJIeHOTO UM AbHO. [Ipu
paboTuiHuIia 7 ¥ 8 ca OTKPUTH e[jHa WM /iBe Manku simu (pa3mepu: quametsp 0,70-1,20 m; abi-
6ounHa 0,40-0,50 m), 3arb/IHEHU C ThMHOKA(sIBA MPBCT, BBIVIEHU, MalKU U CPEJHOTOIEMU KbCOBE
mnaka. C rpefnonaraeMy JaHHU 3a ChIeCTBYBaHETO HA JieKa JbpBeHa KOHCTPYKLMs Haf, TeluTe
pasriosiaraMme OT pabOTH/IHHLM 5 U 7, BCTPaHH OT KOMTO Ca OTKPUTH SIMH, BEPOSITHO TIpeJHa3HaueH!
3a TIOCTaBsiHe Ha TO/TIOPHU JbPBEHH CThI00Be. PasrnexxaaHuTe TMeliHN ChbOPBKeHUsT ChbBITa/aT Ha-
ITBJTHO C OTIMCAHMSATA Ha T. Hap. ,,CBOOOJHOCTOSIINA WJTH ,,aBapPCKU" THI >KeJie30100MBHU Tieliu (00p.
5.7-8), mpoyueHu B paiioHa Ha Kaprarckus 6aceiin — Hemeltikep, Karoisap, 3amMapau v pyry Mec-
Ta B [IHeIIHATa TepuTopus Ha YHrapus (Gomori 2000, 242, fig. 157.1; 2005, 132-135, fig. 2—4; 6-7;
Gallina 2002, 77, fig. 4-5). Criope[;, yHrapCK1Te apXxeos103u, U30poeHuTe pabOTUTHULM Ce AaTHparT B
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o ? BRESTNITSA - POLETO

S EARLY MEDIEVAL SETTLEMENT WITH A METALLURGICAL COMPLEX

O6p. 3. Yacm om niaxa Ha obekma ¢ HaHeceHuUme ceAulHU U npousgoocmeeHu cmpykmypu: DD — ekonaHo
sgrcunuwje; HO — domakuHcka newj; BW — dcenezodobusHa pabomunquya (no utsic. C. Henues u C. HMgaHos)
Fig. 3. Part of the plan of the site with settlement and production structures: DD — dugout dwelling; HO —
household oven; BW — bloomery workshops (after eng. S. Nenchev and S. Ivanov)

nepuoga ot VII go VIII / IX B. (Gallina 2002, 82; Torok et al. 2015, 229-230; 2018, 407). TTogo6Hu
PaHHOCPeJTHOBEKOBHH TIeIIU ca pa3kputu U B gH. Vpnauaus (Scott 1990, 158-163).

BTOpUSAT THIT CHOPBKEHUS Ce XapaKTepr3upa C Mo-/IbJI00K0 BKOMAaHO pPabOTHO MPOCTPAHCTBO —
ot 0,40 10 0,60 m (06p. 6.1-7). TTemmuTe 3a OT/AEMAHE HA MeTasa OT py/iaTa He ca ,,CBO00[HOCTOSII,
a ce sIBSIBAT YaCTHUYHO BrPa/IeHN B CTeHAaTa Ha BKOTIABaHETO, KaTo Ha/Jl CPeTHOBEKOBHUS TEPEH ca 0C-
TaBa/M BUAUMU eJUHCTBEHO TOPHUTE UM YacTy NpU KOMUHA. biiarosapeHvie Ha OT/IMUHO 3amia3eHuTe
obpa3uy B pabotumHuLyM 2-3, 6 1 9 3HaeM CbC CUTYPHOCT, Ye TIeIIMTe UMaT KOHYCOBHU/IHA WA KpY-
IoBU/IHa (popMa, JocTHuraia obija BUCOUHMHA OT OCHOBara io komuHa — 0,80-0,85 m (06p. 6.1-4).
XOpU30HTA/THUSAT TI/IaH Ha TOpPHMBHATa KaMepa e C efIMICcoBrUHa hopma U Ab/kuHa okosio 0,40 m. Bes
BHCOUMHA (hopMaTa T/IaBHO MPeMUHaBa B MO-TeCeH KOMUH C KPBIVIO ceueHue W AvameTsp 0,15 m.
IebenvHaTa Ha TIeIIIHUTEe CTeHHW Bapypa B 3aBUCUMOCT OT eKCIioarauysTa. HabmmoneHysTa mokassar,
Ye BBHIIIHATa MOBLPXHOCT Ha TeluTe e Orla MHOTOKpAaTHO TIper3Ma3BaHa C IVIMHa, C LieJ yKperBaHe.
[aHHU 3a Hall-AbJATO W3MO0J/3BaHe Ha ChbOPB)KEHUsITAa Ca PEerMCTPUPAHU TPU Te3U B MeTajypruyHu
paboTtuHMIM 2, 4, 6 1 TIpeycTpoeHarta el 2 Mpyu paboTHU/IHKUIIA 3, YMUTO CTeHM Ha TeljHaTa OCHOBa
npocturar gedenvrna ot 0,20 m. EJUNCOBUAHUST WM TPUBI'bIEH OTBOP Ha MEIUTe e BUHAru 00bpHAT
KBbM BKOTIaHOTO PabOTHO MPOCTPAHCTBO, KOETO MMa Pa3/IMuHU NapaMeTpU NPy OTAeTHUTE ChbOPbKe-
HUsI, HO OCTaBa Haii-Beue C OBaJIeH IJIaH Ha BKOTMaHaTa uacT, C Ab/DKHUHA 10 0Kojio 4,50 m, IMprHa
— 3,50 m 1 efiHa [10 /iBe SIMU C OTYXJIeHU CTeHU U 3alTbJTHUTES OT Li1akKa. Pa3rnosyioykeHHeTO Ha MeluTe
(eaHa WM iBe) B rpaHULIUTE Ha pabOTU/THUIIATa € pa3HooOpasHo, KaTo rnpeobiazaBar Te3u, U3rpage-
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O6p. 4. XKenezodobusHa pabomuaHuya 2 u gkonaHo sxcuauwje 4: 1-3. U3ened u cmpamuepagcku npogusn 8
memanypeuuHa pabomuaHuyama 2 (cHumku u epaguku C. Heanos); 4-5. H32ned koM ekonaHo xHcuauwje 4 u
MSICMOMO HA NPeomIo}CceHUsl HAHOCeH naacm (cmpeku,).
Fig. 4. Bloomery workshop 2 and dugout dwelling 4: 1-3. View and stratigraphic cross-section of bloomery
workshop 2 (photos and graphics by S. Ivanov); 4-5. View towards a dugout dwelling 4 and the place of the
deposited alluvial layer (arrows)
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O6p. 5. JKenezo0obusHu pabomuaruyu, mun I: 1-2. Pabomuanuya 1; 3—4. Pabomunvuya 5; 5. Pabomuanuya
7; 6. Pabomuaxuya 8 (cHumku C. HMeaHos); 7-8. I padpuuHu 863cmaHo8KU Ha UOeHMUYHU newju om OH.
Yueapus (no Géméri, Torék 2002, 375, fig. 1; G6méri 2005, 133, fig. 4)

Fig. 5. Bloomery workshops, type I: 1-2. Workshop 1; 3—4. Workshop 5; 5. Workshop 7; 6. Workshop
8 (photos by S. Ivanov); 7-8. Graphic reconstructions of identical bloomery furnaces from present-day
Hungary (after Gomori, Torck 2002, 375, fig. 1; Gomori 2005, 133, fig. 4)

139



C. MeaHosB, I. ABgees, [. Noppxuiicka-BaHoBa, b. 3natesa, . Jiucurapckn

]

H

O6p. 6. XKenezodobusHu pabomuaHuyu, mun II: 1-2. Pabomuauya 2 (cHumka C. MeaHos; paspes C.
HeHnues); 3—4. Pabomuanuya 3 u ekonaHo dcunuuje 5 (cHumka u pucytka C. Meanos); 5. MemanypauuHa
newj u Kogawko o2Huwje 8 pabomunHuya 4 (cHumka C. Meanos); 6. Pabomuanuya 6 (cHumka C. MgaHos); 7.
Pabomunxuya 9 (no Yonakos, Maros 2021, 952, 0bp. 4); 8. TpuuzmepHa 863cmaHo8Ka Ha ,,No/ye2paoeH
mun newju om OH. YHeapus (no Czovek 2010, 213-241)

Fig. 6. Bloomery workshops, type II: 1-2. Workshop 2 (photo by S. Ivanov; section by S. Nenchev); 3—4.
Workshop 3 and dugout dwelling 5 (photo and drawing by S. Ivanov); 5. Metallurgical furnace and smithy
hearth in a workshop 4 (photo by S. Ivanov); 6. Workshop 6 (photo by S. Ivanov); 7. Workshop 9 (after
Yonakos, Ueanos 2021, 952, fig. 4); 8. Three-dimensional reconstruction of a “semi-subterranean” type of
furnaces from present-day Hungary (after Czévek 2010, 213-241)
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HU B 3arajiHara 4acT — 4 IbTH, a B €IMH OT C/Iy4yauTe TellTa e perucTpypaHa OT U3ToK. [1nomira Ha
HSIKOW OT ChOPB)KEHUATA e HapyllleHa OT NMO-KbCHOTO U3rPakJaHe Ha BKOMaHU »kudiia 5 1 10.

BbpXy moja Ha BTOPHSI THT BKOTIaHW pabOTHM TIPOCTPAHCTBA Ce Pa3KpUBAT U KOBAIIKH OT-
Huia. TakWBa ca yCTAHOBEHM B LieHTpajHaTa 4yacT Ha paborunnuiu 2, 4, 6 u 9 (0bp. 6.1, 5-7).
[TMHeHUTe KOBAILIKK OTHUILA UMAT MpaBobrbjiHa opma c pamepu 0,40 x 0,20 m ¥ TIIMTKO BKOTIa-
BaHe BbB BBTPEIIHOCTTA. B HSIKOM Cilyuau [jBe OT CTEHUTE UM ca 0(pOPMEHH C BePTHKATHO MMOOUTH
Mpen3non3BaHu TyXJIM OT pUMcCKara eroxa. [Ipu efHaTa OT KbCUTe CTpaHU e OCTaBsiH OTBOP, SIBHO
CJTY’KWJI 3@ TIOCTaBsIHe Ha TOPYBEH MaTepHall. 3a MPOAL/DKATETHOTO UM U3M0/I3BaHe CBU/IeTe/ICTBAT
HamepeHHTe BbPXY 1M0/ja Ha paboTH/THULIA 6 [IBe TIOC/IeZIOBaTeTHO M3TPa/leHH KOBALIKK OTHUILA, eKC-
TJI0aTUpaHU e[jHO CJiefl APYTO Tpe3 /iBa OT/e/HU eTara Ha ChlijeCTBYBaHe.

AHasioruuHu ChOPBXKEHUS Ha OIMTUCAHKUS BTOPH TUT PabOTH/IHULM OT BpecTHMLIa, JaTUpaHH B
VII/VIII-IX/X B., ca mpoy4yeHH Ha OT[le/THU MecTa B AiH. YHrapusi — Tapmpkannycra (Gomori 2005,
134, fig. 6) u Baracek (Czovek 2010, 213-241); Actpus — Humnrran (Mehofer 2010, 226-229);
Yexusi — Omysnauanu (Pleiner 2000, 171, fig. 4.2; Bielenin 2011, 31-40); Ykpatina — I'puropos-
Ka (ApramoHoB 1955, 26-29); Pycus — palioHa Ha ruiaHuHara Asntait (3uHsikoB 1988). B mo-rossi-
Ma reorpadcka 6/m30cT 10 obekta BpecTHUIla ce HAMUPAT YCTAHOBEHHTe CTPYKTypu B MorjoBa
(Musteata 2005, 341-342, fig. 1-2) u c. Kocta ITepueBo B CeBepo3anagHa buarapus (I'po3zaHoBa,
Konesa 2020, 1273, 06p. 3—4), ¢ xpoHosorus ot neproga VIII-IX B. Criopez knacudukanusTa Ha
YHrapCKUTe CTeldaariCTH, TIOyBrPa/IeHNTe Telly ce siBIBaT CBoeoOpa3Ha MpexofiHa MoiubUKaIvs
OT ,,aBAPCKU KBM ,,Ma/KapCKU‘“ TUT (00p. 6/8), MOCIEHUAT OT KOUTO € U3I[S/I0 BKOTIaH OTCTPAaHU
u ce gatupa B X B. (Gomori 2000, 240, 242, fig. 157.4). 3a pa3nvka oT u30poeHHTe ChOPBKEHNS,
HSIKOW OT paboTW/IHUIMTE Kpail BpecTHuUIla ca cHabAeHW M C KOBalllKa Tiell], KbJeTo MeTanoobpa-
OoTkara e /[opa3BUTa B ITPOM3BO/CTBO Ha MOMy(pabpHKaTHa CypOBHHA 1 BEPOSITHO 3arOTOBKH 3a U3-
paboTBaHe Ha 3aBBPIIIEHN MeTaHU MTPeIMETH.

B ouepraHusiTa ¥ Ha [jBaTa TUMA MeTaTypruuyHu pabOTUIHUIM, OCBEH TOJISIMO KOJTMUEeCTBO
11/IaKa, Ca OTKPUTU U PYJHU KbCOBE, TOPe/H >KUBOTUHCKHU KOCTH, YaCTH OT MeL{HUTe CTeH! U OT IVIU-
HEHUTe BpaTWYKH 3a 3allylliBaHe Ha 0TBOPa, MHOXKECTBO KepaMUYHHM COTLJIa 3a BAyXBaHe Ha Bb3JyX B
)Kesie3000MBHUTE TIEIIY U KOBalIKUTe orHuia. Cpes HAMepeHUTe apXeoiorMyecKyd MaTepray ca
CBHIL[0 HEM3MOo/I3BaHa KepaMUyJHa 10Ta U e/jHa MaJika JKeJsi3Ha HakoBasiHsA. Makap U psiZKo, B HAKOU
OT CTPYKTYpHUTe Ce Cpeljar parMeHTH OT PaHHOCPeJHOBEKOBHA OMTOBAa KepaMHUKa.

XPOHO/OrNsi Ha apXeosiorMYecknTe CTPYKTypu

OT mMbpBOCTENeHHO 3HaueHue 3a orpe/iesisiHe JaTUPOBKATa Ha apXeoJ0ruueckuTe CTPYKTYpU
oT 06ekT BpecTHHIIa Osixa U3BLPIIIEHNUTE CTpaTUrpadCKu Hab/FOZeHNs, CHITOCTABeHH C MPU00UTHTE
JlaHHW OT paZIMOBBIVIEPOJHUS aHa/M3' Ha M30paHu Tpobu. BaxkHa nHGOpMaIus 3a XpOHOJIOTHSITA
Ha ChOPB)KEHMSITA MMPe0CTaBrXa MTPOyUYBAHUATA HAa MeTajypruuHa paboruaHuiia 1, 3acerHara vac-
TUYHO OT JIOMaKMHCKa Tell] ¥ CBbp3aHara C Hes mpezrenida sima (06p. 7.1-2). Ot 3ambaHUTENS Ha
[IBETe CTPYKTYPH Ca B3eTH 0010 TPy NPoOU OT XKMBOTHHCKH KOCTH, TIPEIOCTABEHU 3a U3BbPILBaHe
Ha paguoBbIViepofieH aHanmu3 B IIoTmaHACKYs YHUBEPCUTET 110 OKoHa cpefia B [asroy (SUERC).
Criopezi 1o/TyueHHTe pe3y/ITaTy, 00paselbT, MPOU3X0XKAall] OT pabOTH/IHUIIATA Ce JaThpa B 666778
calAD c no-rosisiMa BepOSITHOCT 3a CTeCHsIBaHe Ha XpPOHOJIOTHUYeCKUTe paMKy B 689-729 calAD unu
737-768 calAD (06p. 7.3). KanubpupaHure AaHHU Ha ITPOOMTE OT MpejreliHaTa iMa Ha JOMaKHH-
CKarta ITell] CbBCeM OuaKBaHO Tpejyiarat ciegHuTe Mmo-KbcHU (a3u: 764—886 calAD u 776-907 ca-

1 Jlomb/HUTeNHHUTE PaAHOBBITIEPOAHY ATV TIPOMEHMXA [J0/IHaTa TPaHHLia Ha ITbPBOHAYA/IHO 00sIBeHaTa XpPOHO-
siorusi Ha komruiekca (MBano 2020, 1303-1307; 2021, 1090-1094).

141



C. MeaHosB, I. ABgees, [. Noppxuiicka-BaHoBa, b. 3natesa, . Jiucurapckn

-

by

s m
SUERC-95360 (1266,27)
66.2% probabilty
689 (38.7%) 729calAD

737 (28.5%) 768calAD -
95.4% probability /

666 (93.2%) TT8calAD ‘sﬁ 7ay
792 (1.1%) B03calAD . £
844 (1.2%) B57calAD

-~

* Plpunuumemu spaung
S—— e il MEMANYRELHE PRGOMUHE 1

1100

1oL o
F i = - W —

Radiocarban determination (BP)

|V - L - el it
600 700 800 500 7000
3 Callbrated date (calAD}
0 5M
" "
SUERC-95362 (1220,27) SUERC-95361 (11556,27)
88.2% probability 1400 B8.2% probability
Ta0a 727 (6.6%) 737calAD 778 (8.1%) 791calAD
768 (8.0%) 779¢calAD 807 (4.0%) 816calAD
g 789 (53 6%) 869calAD g 1300~ 825 (7.7%) 841calaD
= 95.4% probability & 862 (27.1%) 901calAD
£ 695 (1.0%) 700calAD £
% 710 (16.5%) 746¢alAD E
s
3 -
g E
3 3
[ 4
500 [ w——— 1
oot i —) || Er——— ‘
L. b . ol
700 800 500 1060
4, Calibrated data (calAD)
LTI I|H|IHI IH\|WI
IMETRIC | 2 3}

O6p. 7. Cumyayusi u mamepuanu om xcene3o006usHa pabomuiHuya 1 u domakuHcka newj: 1. CHUMKA Ha
cmpyKmypume u Mecmama ¢ 83emu paouogesi1epooHu npobu (cmpeaku); 2. XopuzoHmaneH niav u paspesu
Ha cmpykmypume (2paguuro 3aciematre C. Hopdaros u C. Hearnos); 3-5. Pesyimamu om paduogs21epodHo
damupaHe, uzespuieHo 8 LllomaaHdcKus yHugepcumem no okonHa cpeda 8 I'nazeoy (SUERC); 6—7. Kepamuka
om pabomusnvuya 1 (cHumka u pucyHku C. MleaHog)

Fig. 7. Situation and materials from bloomery workshop 1 and household oven: 1. Photo of structures with
marked locations of radiocarbon samples (arrows); 2. Horizontal plan and cross-sections of the structures
(drawings by S. Yordanov and S. Ivanov); 3-5. Results of radiocarbon dating performed at the Scottish
Universities Environmental Research Centre in Glasgow (SUERC); 6-7. Ceramics from workshop 1
(photo and drawings by S. Ivanov)
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1AD. Tlpu nocnegHUTe, BH3MOXKHOCTTA 3a TIPEI[U3MpaHe HacouBa ChOTBETHO KbM faTul B 789-869
calAD u 862-901 calAD (06p. 7.4-5). MankoTO KOMMYeCTBO OMTOBA KepaMKKa OT paboTuiHuiia 1 e
Tpe/iCTaBeHa OT (hparMeHTH OT I'bpHETa, U3pabOTeHM OT MeChK/IMBA TVIMHA Ha OaBHO Koseso. EqHo
OT TSIX Ce OT/IMYaBa C Mo-BUCOKa (hyHHeBH/IHA 11U, 3a00s1eH pb0 Ha YCTUETO, TBMHOCHBO U3ThCKAHO
TSUI0 U 110 popMa ce JoOmKaBa [0 TpyraTa Ha T. Hap. ,,TacTUpCKa“ Kepamuka oT CeBepoM3TOYHA
Bwarapust (06p. 7.6). [laTpoBKaTa Ha Te3u ChJj0Be Ce OTHACs Haii-00611i0 B Kpas Ha VII-IX B. (AH-
resioBa, JloHueBa-IletkoBa 1992, 18; Anrenoa 2009, 15; AumutpoB 2020, 429, kat. Ne 335). OT
cbOpaHuTe (PparMeHTH, MHTEpeC MPeAU3BUKBA U eJHO Mapye OT I'bPHE C OpaHKeBO-Ka(dsiB LIBAT Ha
MOBBPXHOCTTA, CJIOKHO MPOPUIUPaHO yCTHe, fo0pe 3ariafieHa MOBLPXHOCT, (PUHO U3ITh/IHEHA BhJI-
HUCTO-JIMHEMHA yKpaca U IlaMIIoBaHa 0ceM JIMCTHa po3eta (00p. 7.7). [l]amrnoBaHy po3eTH OT TO3U
B[], HO OpPraHMW3UpaHU B TOSICH, Ce OTKPUBAT BbPXY eJUHUUHU KepaMUUHU eK3eMILISpU OT MpOoyuBa-
Husita B Kanos, gx. Yarapus (Vida 1999, taf. 2/4) u cenmiijara nipu Bpateii u UepHat B pyMbHCKara
yact Ha Kapnarckus 6acetin (Barzu 2010, fig. 3.6, 5.17, 26.1; Stanciu 2013, 341, fig. 11; Cranuy
2015, 176) v mipyHa/IeXally KbM IpyriaTa Ha u3paboTeHaTa Ha OBP30 KOJIEN0 CHMBAa KepaMuKa C
nmobpe 3ariazieHa BhHIITHA TIOBbPXHOCT, /laTHPaHa B PAHHUSI aBapCKU ME€PUO/I, Hal-KbCHO /10 Cpejiata
Ha VII B. (Vida 1999, 37-39; Szenthe, Gall 2021, 349-350, fig. 3.1). Bbrpeku NocoYeHNTe TIPUITAKA
MeXX/ly WHaue PSIKO CpeIllaHMTe II[aMITOBaHU OpPHAMeHTH, XapaKTepHU 3a TPbHYapCKUTe TPaJUuLIuU
Ha paborumHuLUTe B Kapriarckus 6aceiiH kM cpefata Ha VII B., hopmara 1 TeXHOIOTHSITA Ha U3pa-
00TKa Ha Cbjja OT BpecTHMI]A Ce pa3/MyaBaT ChIECTBEHO OT Beue U3BeCTHUTE eK3eMIuisipyu. HOXXHO
ot JloneH /lyHaB oOpasijuTe C IIIaMIIOBaHW PO3ETH Ca W3K/TFOUMTE/THA PSAIKOCT U Ce CPelaT 0CHOBHO
BBbPXY CTEHUTEe U JPBKKUTE Ha M0-KbCHU TpaHcropTHU ampopu oT [X—X / XI B. ([JoHueBa-IleTkoBa
1977, 144, 06p. 48.4-5; Hayes 1992, 77, fig. 27.19; Vroom 2005, 94-95).

3a mo-TouHara /JaTUpPOBKa Ha obeKTa Kpai BpecTHHWIIa JONMPUHACAT U IaHHKTe OT UHTepeCcHa
apxeoJiorMuecKa CUTyalus MpU BKOTaHO kuiuie 10 u MeTanypruuHa paborunuuia 2 (o6p. 8.1).
Bwpxy rozja Ha KW/IMILETO Ca pa3uMCTeHW OCTaHKWTe Ha /jBa YOBELIKH CKeJleTa, JIeKallld eJUH BbPXy
apyr?. Criope[ pe3y/iTaTUTe OT PaZiMOBBITIEPOJHOTO JlaTUPaHe, JaHHUTe 3a /[BaTa CKesleTa ca ChOT-
BeTHO: 772—886 calAD u 771-884 cal AD c Bb3MOXXHOCT 3a nperjusupane B 785/786-832/834 calAD
(06p. 8.4-5). ITuTupaHuTe JaTH B ITBPBUTE /leCETUIETHs / ITbpPBa TMOIOBUHA Ha IX B. ce siBABar u
terminus ante quem 3a CblLeCTByBaHeTO Ha >kunuine 10 v mo-paHHaTa oT Hero paboTumHULA. Hero-
Cpe/ICTBEHO T0/] YOBELIKUTe KOCTH Oellle HaMepeHO efHO (hparMeHTUPaHO KepaMHUYHO I'bpHe, U3pa-
6oteHo Ha 6aBHO Koseno (00p. 8.3), unKTo Npodua HaMmupa OIU3KY rapasiesiu C KOMEHTUPaHUs T10-
rope eK3eMIuisip OT MeTanypruuda paborunauna 1 (06p. 7.7). TlogoOHM rbpHETa ChC CJIOXKHO TIPO-
(dunmpan pr0 Ha YCTHETO ca u3BeCTHU OT Buaueapsm (oHueBa-ITeTkoBa 1977, 201, Tabn. 1X/151)
Y pa3KoIkuUTe BbB BhHIIHUSA rpaz Ha ITnucka (Iumutpos 2004, 178, 06p. 5/20, 26; Banabanos 2004,
145, 06p. 34A/5).

Kepamukara, n3paboreHa Ha 6GaBHO KoJieJio, TIpeiCTaB/IsIBallla Hal-ToJIsIM MPOLEHT OT 00Ius
apxeoJIorMyeCcKy MaTepras Ha 00eKTa, ce OTKPHBAILIEe B 3aITbJIHUTE/ISI HA BCUUKWA PAHHOCPE[HOBEKOB-
HU CTPyKTypu. Hapes ¢ MacoBusi KepaMU4eH MaTepuas Ce CpelaT u YacTy OT Ch/I0Be, U3pab0TeHn
Ha 6bp30 kosienio. TakvBa ca (hparMeHTHUTe OT e[JHa CBET/I0IIMHeHa aM(OPOBH/[HA KaHa C TTOKPUTHE
OT MacJieHo3e/eHa ia3ypa (06p. 9.2), Hamupailja rapaneny ¢ eK3eMIUISPH, JaTHPaHU BBB BTOPA TI0-
noBuHa / kpast Ha IX—X B. ot I'asmuue (Bwxaposa 1976, 235, 06p. 147/1), Tlnucka (bamabaros 2004,
149, o6p. 34/3) u Ilpecnas ([onueBa-IletkoBa 1977, 83-84, 06p. 22/228). YacTuTe OT /ie/NBU C U3-
JTbCKaHa MOBBPXHOCT U ZILJI00KO Bpsi3aHU KOCH iuHUM (00p. 9.3) cpelrjat aHaio3u cpej iaTupaHara B
IX — X B. kepamuKa ot [1nucka, ITpecnas, Toprosuitie ([JoHueBa-IleTkosa 1977, 104), Xyma (Parues,
Cranunos 1987, 144, o6p. XLII1/3,7) u HoBocen (Boues, [Tonuesa 2011, Tabm. 1V/28).

2 TIpoyuBaHeTO Ha KOCTHHTEe OCTAHKH € Mpe/|CTaBeHo B oTAenHa nmybnukanus (Pycesa u ap. 2022).
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O6p. 8. Cumyayus u mamepuaau om ekonaxo scuauwje 10 u scene30006ugHa pabomuaruya 2: 1. M32ned Kom
cmpykmypume (cHumka C. MeaHos); 2. Cumyayus okon0 pasuucmeHume oCmaHku Ha ckenemu 1 u 2 (cHMuka
C. HeaHos); 3. Pomo u epagpuuro uzobpadiceHue Ha 26pHe om noda Ha Jxcuiuujemo (cHumka C. FeaHos;
pucyHka K. CmosiHoga); 4-5. Pesyimamu om paduogsenepoOHo damupaHe, uzespuieHo 8 LllomaaHockus
YHugepcumem no oko/nHa cpeda 6 I'nazeoy (SUERC)

Fig. 8. Situation and materials from dugout dwelling 10 and bloomery workshop 2: 1. View to the structures
(photo by S. Ivanov); 2. Situation around the cleared remains of skeletons 1 and 2 (photo by S. Ivanov);

3. Photo and graphic image of a pot from the floor of the dwelling (photo by S. Ivanov; drawing by K.
Stoyanova); 4-5. Results of radiocarbon dating performed at the Scottish Universities Environmental
Research Centre in Glasgow (SUERC)
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OrmpezieisiHETO Ha MeTa/IHUTe HAaXOJKH JOITbJIBa OT CBOSI CTPaHa XPOHOJIOTHSITa Ha 0OHUTaBaHe
Ha KoMmIiekca kpaii bpecthuia. C HauaHWTe My eTary Morar Jla Ce CBbp)KaT HSIKOJIKO MeTaHU
rpeZiMeTa, OT KOUTO eJjHa >Kessi3Ha S-oBHHa ricanusi (00p. 9.1), Hamupalla CX0/CTBa C XapaKTepHU-
Te 3a PaHHOTO cpefiHOBeKoBYe ek3emrisipy oT Kaprarckus baceiin (Eisner 1952, Abb. 63/3, 71/2,
89/6; Cosma 2020, 82-84), nu. CeBepoustouna bwarapus (Motos 2004, Tabn. LXVII) u ap. Kbm
YacT OT CbOpaHuWsi MaTepuaJl, MPUHA/IEXAT ChIIO Ba OpOH30BU MpbcTeHa (00p. 9.4-5) oT rpymnara
,BU3aHTHHCKU T Hakuth ([puropos 2007, 06p. 58/9—-11; I'puropos 2013, 0b6p. 7/a) u Tpu MeTaIl-
HU HarpbJHU KpbeTa (00p. 9.6) ¢ 6m3ku aHanosu ot bearapus (JonueBa-ITerkoBa 2011), HacouBa-
11 KbM I10-CUI'YPHO o6UTaBaHe Ha cesuieTo npe3 IX 1 BeposiTHO oTyacT X B.

KoMn/ieKCHO apXeoMeTPUYHO U3C/eflBaHE Ha Xena3Ha pyaa,
LL1aKa 1 Kpuum. TeXHonorus.

KoMmr11eKCHOTO apXeoMeTpUUHO U3C/ieJBaHe, UMAITIO 3a L1eJ1 /1a IOMTbJIHA TEPEeHHUTEe Ha0/ro/Ie-
HUSI OTHOCHO XapakTepa Ha TeXHOJIOTMYHUS TIPOLIeC T10 KeJie301001B e 0ChIIeCcTBeHo B IHCTUTYTa
o gusukoxumus ,,AkazieMuk Poctucnas KanieB“ mpu bbeirapcka akagemust Ha Haykute U LleHTb-
pa o Apxeometpust kbM Coduiickusi yHuBepcuret ,,C. Knument Oxpugcku. Ha aHanu3 ca nog-
JIO>KEeHU TI0/I0paHU KbCOBE >KeJIs3Ha PY/a, 1IJIaKa, KPULK U (hparMeHTH OT KepaMUUHH COTIIa, BCUUKU
HaMepeHU Ha MSICTO, B KOHTEKCTA Ha MPOYUYEHUTe CPeHOBEKOBHU PabOTUTHULIH.

V3non3BaHy ca cjiefHUTe aHAJMTUYHNA TeXHUKW: peHTereHoBa Au¢pakuus (XRD), peHtre-
HoBa Quryopectienius (XRF) u ontruHa MUKpOCKOIUsl. PeHTreHO(ha30BUST aHa/NM3 e HarpaBeH C
amapar Philips PW1830 u rouuomersp PW1050, obopy/iBaH ¢ BTOpUUYEH MOHOXPOMATOp 3a elu-
MUHUpaHe Ha duiyopeciieHiusTa. MgenTudukammsra Ha da3ure e usBbpiieHa B QualX2 (Altomare
et al. 2015, 598-603) and Crystallography Open Database (COD) (Grazulis et al. 2012, 420-427;
Downs, Hall-Wallace 2003, 247-250; Le Bail 2005, 389-393). JudpakuruoHHUTe KaPTUHU Ha W3-
C/lefiBaHUTe KepaMUUHU 00pasiy M TJIMHM Ca 3alvCcaHy Ha crcTeMa Empyrean mpou3BOACTBO Ha
Malvern Panalytical, cHabmen ¢ PIXcel3D. ToukoBUAT e/leMEeHTEH aHa/Id3 € HallpaBeH C PeHTIeHO-
dnyopecuienteH criekrpomeTsp p-XRF, Titan S1, Bruker u Zetium X-Ray Fluorescence Spectrometer
(Malvern PANalytical) B pe>xum Ha small spot mapping. TTpu n36panu 06pasiy e U3BLPILLIEH U Me-
Tasorpad)CKy aHau3.

IanuuTe, T0/yYeHH TPU J1abOPaTOPHUTE aHAIU3W, MPeJOCTaBAT Ba)kHa WH(POPMAIWs, TMOo-
TBbP)K/IaBaliKi B rofisiMa CTeTieH, ue IpeBHUTe MeTayp3u OT KoMIliekca rpu bpectHulia ca nosHa-
Ba/Ii BCUUKY eTany Ha MPOU3BO/ICTBEHMSI TIPOLIEC 110 OOWB Ha >KeJisi30.

HamepeHuTe kepaMW4YHM COTIJIa Ca YacT OT CHCTeMara 3a BAyxXBaHe Ha Bb3/yX, MOBHUIIIaBaHe
Ha Temrieparypara 1 UHTeH3u(UIMpaHe TIpolieca Ha PeAyKIUs Ha esisisHara pyza (06p. 10.1-3). Te
ca 3aKperBaHU B KPBI'bJI OTBOP, O)OPMEH B 1jeHTpaHaTa YacT Ha BpaThukara Ha neiira. [log Hes e
OCTaBsiH y7el 3a U3THYaHe Ha BTeUHeHara Iijlaka. Bpatuukure ce oTKpUBAT BbB hparMeHTHPaH BUJ,
THU KaTo CJie]] BCAKA eKCII0aTarys Ha reiira Te OUBatT pa3TpoliaBaHy C 1ieT GUHATHOTO U3BaXKaHe
Ha nosiydyeHara Kpuija (06p. 10.3—4). Coriata ca oxapakTepu3rpaHH MO0CPeCTBOM ONTHYHA MUKPO-
ckonvist. [Tpu HAKOM OT U3C/Ie[IBAHUTE MPOOU SICHO Ce HAabJTF0/JaBa KOHTAKT Ha KepaMUKaTa U MoJierHa-
nara 1o Hes nutaka (06p. 10.5). 3a u3sAcHsIBaHe Ha XMMUYHHS UM ChCTAaB e HallpaBeH eJIeMeHTeH aHa-
JIA3 B HAKOJIKO TOUKH (Tab. 1). 3a 11akata Hal-1pe/iCTaBUTe/THA Ce OKa3a T. 3, KOATO e 3HAUNUTETHO
oborareHa c essi30. IIpy T. 5 OT KEPaMUUHOTO COTJIO Ce BUXK/A ChbP)KAHUETO Ha OTHOCUTETHO
MaJIKi KOJTMUeCTBa aJIKa/IHA M aJIKaJI03eMHH eleMeHTH, KOeTo ce 00sICHsIBa ¢ 00aBeHO /IOITb/IHU-
TeTHO KOJIMYeCTBO MACHK KbM ITIMHATA 3a MOCTUraHe Ha M0-BUCOKA OTHEYTIOpHa YCTOMYMBOCT.

Cpepn u3cnenBanuTe oOpa3iu oT obekTa Kpail bpecTHuIla, Te3u, HaMepeHH B MeTa/TypriuyHa
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O6p. 9. MemanHu u KepamuyHu Haxooku om Bpecmuuya—ITonemo: 1. Ilcanus; 2. BenoeauHeHa 2aasupava
kaHa; 3. dpazmeHm om 2spHe ¢ noaupaHa nogepxHocm; 4. [pscmer ¢ omeopeHu Kpatiwa; 5. Ipscmen;
6. Kpscmoese — eHkonnuoHu (cHumku u pucyHku C. MeaHos)

Fig. 9. Metal and pottery finds from Brestnitsa—Poleto: 1. Horse bit; 2. Glazed white-clay jug; 3. Part of pot
with polished surface; 4. Open ring; 5. Ring; 6. Encolpion crosses (photos and drawings S. Ivanov)

pabotunHuLa 1 Hal-ITb/IHO WTIOCTPUPAT MPOW3BO/CTBEHUTE OCTAThLIM, TT0/Iy4aBaH! MPH TPOLieCH-
Te, MPOTHYALLM BbB BCSIKA OT UETUPUTE TeMIlepaTypHH 30HH Ha rierifra (06p. 11). B rppioTo (ropHara
YyacT Ha Telra) mpu temreparypa ot okosio 500° C eaBa 3amoyBa MpolechT Ha PeAyKLys, 3a KOUTO
e XapakTepHO Ha/IMuKe Ha MarHeTUT. BrocTuT 1 peGHM KpUCTamdeTa MeTaaHO >KeJisi30 TpeCTaBIs-
BaT MPOAYKTH OT mnpotieca, npotuyait npu 800° C B 30HaTa Ha TA/IOTO Ha melra. B fosHara yact Ha
Ts710TO, TIpH NocturHaty 1200° C ce HabsmozaBa Audy3uoHHO 00eIMHSIBAaHEe Ha JKeTe3HNUTE YaCTHIIH,
a B chpLieBUHaTa Ha remra npu 1300° C ce ¢opMupa MeTanHa KpyLja Y I1171aka Ha J/bHOTO.

HampaBeHuTe H3csie/[BaHMsI HA HAMepeHHUTe HeZJoKpaii ipepaboTeHN KbCOBe pyZia MoKa3Bar, ye
HavajIHaTa CypOBMHA MPE/ICTaB/IABa OTHOCUTETHO UMCT XxeMatuT C (opmyna Fe,O,. Toi e 6un momy-
YyaBaH CJ/1ef] TIPe/IBapUTeTHO pa3apo0dsiBaHe U TeueHe Ha JoOuTtuTe >xesie3Hu pyau. Cresi 3apexaHe
Y eKCIUIOaTalys Ha TIelTa, TI0C/Ie/[0BaTe/THOCTTa Ha TPaHC(OPMHUpaHe Ha XeMaTHTa MOXKe /la Ob/e
npocseseHa no cnepnus Hauun: Fe,O, — Fe,O, — FeO — Fe (06p. 12).

HaxoakuTe Ha mlapyeTa keJisi3Ha Kpuija OT 00eKTa ca eJUHUYHH, KOeTO e 00SICHUMO TIpe/IBU/]
00CTOSITE/ICTBOTO, Ye UMEHHO KPHULIMTE Ca MPeZCTaB/IsIBa/IM ThPCEHHUAT KPaeH MPOAYKT W BEPOSITHO
ca O1/I CBOeBPeMeHHO OT0/I30TBOPsIBaHU. HSKOM OT TsIX ca MOJJIOKeHU Ha eJleMeHTeH aHa/u3 (TabJt.
2), KaTo B pe3y/TaT ca yCTaHOBEHU HUCKM KOJIMUecTBa TipuMecu oT As, S, Si u Pb. IIpucscTBreTo
Ha CUIMLIMI MOJKe /la ce CBbPJKe C HaJIMUMeTO Ha 0CTaThyHa 11IJlaka B HAKOM OT M3C/Ie/IBaHUTE 30HU.
XRD aHanu3bT Ha ChIUTE MPOOH J0Ka3Ba He3HAUMTETHHU BK/IFOUEHHUs Ha MarHeTUT 1 Koesut (Si0,).

ITpu meTanorpadcku aHamu3 Ha ipoba ot kputia (06p. 13) ce pa3KprBa ChCTOSTUST Ce TIPOLIeC
o obpasyBaHe Ha HUCKOBBIVIEPOZAHO asida >kessizo (hepuT), KOeTo e Beue MPUTOAHO 3a MO-HaTaThIl-
Ha 06paboTKa 1 U3KoBaBaHe Ha HOBY IPeJMEeTH.

CnbpaHuTe B rosiMo KOMMYeCTBO ILIJIaKK Ca C BUCOKA TIOPbO3HOCT U MMaT PbXK/1BO-KadsiBa
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O6p. 10. OcmaHku om newjHume ceopeiceHusi: 1-2. Kepamuutu cona; 3. Conio ¢ noenHana winaka; 4.
®pazmeHm om eauHeHa epamuuka (cHumku C. HeaHos); 5. Paspe3 Ha conio ¢ nonenHana waaka
(cHumka I'. AeOeeg)

Fig. 10. Remains of the iron bloomeries: 1-2. Ceramic tuyeres; 3. Tuyere with adhering slag; 4. Fragment of
a clay breast-wall (photos by S. Ivanov); 5. Cross-section of a tuyere with adhering slag (photo by G. Avdeev)

MOBLPXHOCT ¥ CUHKABO-BUOJ/IETOB JI0 UePeH LIBAT C MeTa/ieH O/1AChK. BbpXy HAKOM OT TX ce 3abe-
JII3BaT OTITEUATHLM U ZIOPU TlapueTa HeU3ropeu AbPBeHU BBIVIUINA, U3MIO/I3BAHU KaToO PeyKTOp U
TOPUBO B MeTajypruuHus Tporiec. HampaBeHUsIT KopenaloHeH aHaimu3 Ha JaHAuTe oT XRF aHa-
JI13a Ha TIPOOU OT 11I/1aKa YCTAaHOBM JIUTICATa Ha CTaTUCTHUECKH 3HAUMMa B3aUMO03aBUCHUMOCT MEXY
ChBP)KAaHUETO Ha KeJIS30 U CUIUIMEBHs AUOKCH (KopenanoHeH KoedurenT 0,53), koeTo fiaBa
WH/IMKalliY, Ye OCBEH eCTeCTBEHOTO ChbpyKaHHe Ha KBapll B U3M0/3BaHUTE PYY He e UMaJIo liesie-
HacoueHa Jo0aBka Ha ¢uitoc (crarmsiy areHT). HUCKUTe HMBa 3a JIeCHOTOITUMUTE ejieMeHTH Pb, As u
JITicaTa Ha JlaHHM 3a Hasmure Ha Cu, Sb, Sn, joka3Bar ejHO3HaUHO, Ue e U3I10/13BaHa MMPOMeTayp-
riuyHa 00paboTKa, TIPU KOATO TSIXHOTO KOJTMUeCTBO O c/ie/[Baio 3HAUMTETHO /la HaMaiee.

Bcruky HaripaBeHM M3c/ie/iIBaHMs TIOTBbPIK/aBaT KaTerOpUYHO, Ue apXeoI0rnuecKruTe Haxo/-
KU Ca CBbP3aHU C MHTeH3MBHA MeTaypruyHa JielHOCT 110 To/lyuaBaHe Ha MeTasiHo »esisizo. Hamu-
HU Ca JloKa3aTeJICTBa 3a MHOTOKPaTHO M3TMO/3BaHe Ha TielljiTe, OCTaThbLY OT TIXHOTO 3apeXxjaHe U
TIOYMCTBAHE TI0 BpeMe Ha eKCIlyIoaTalusiTa uM.

VIHTepnpeTauus

I/IayanaHeTo Ha paHHOCpeHOBEKOBHUA >Kene30/:[061/113 141 meneaonpepaGOTKa B B']:f[l"apl/lﬂ 3a-
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Mecmononoxcenue Touxa 3 Touka 5
¥ Fe 81.738 Si 59.048
Si 11.75 Fe 18.259
v Al 3.293 Al 12.119
Ca 2.345 K 4.156
K 0.758 Ca 2.6
Mn 0.115 Ti 2.208
P 1.284
Zr 0.128

Tabauya. 1. PenmeeHogo-¢yopecyeHmeH aHanu3 Ha conio ¢ noaenvana waaxa (I. Aedeeg)
Table. 1. XRF analysis of a tuyere with adhering slag (G. Avdeev)

Mecmonononcenue | Touxa 4 Touxa 2 ' Touxa 6 Touka 3
Fe 99.776 % Fe 99.723 % | Fe 92.647 % Fe 100 %
As 0.158 % S 0277 % | Si 6.98 %
Pb 655.8 ppm S 0.319 %

Cr 543.5 ppm

Tabauya. 2. PenmeeHogo-¢yopecyeHmeH aHanu3s Ha censzHa kpuya (I. Aedees)
Table. 2. XRF analysis of a iron bloom (G. Avdeev)

Iron ore: almost pure
hematite with small

inclusions of quartz.
Co(T4)

: .

Part of the hematite
turns into magnetite.

Throat

co(TH)

Fe,0,

Mainly slags with low
iron grain content.

co(TH)

FeO
Liquid slag, wuestite ;
and small inclusions §
of iron lumps.

Stack

Fe

Hearth

Iron bloom

O6p. 11. Moden Ha KHcene30006usHus npoyec (cHumKu u pucyHku I. Aedees u C. MleaHos; nocmpoeHuemo e
no udest om Pleiner 2000, 134, fig. 33; Thiele 2010, 104, fig. 5)
Fig. 11. Model of the iron making process (photos and drawings by G. Avdeev and S. Ivanov; the construction
is based on an idea from Pleiner 2000, 134, fig. 33; Thiele 2010, 104, fig. 5)
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O6p. 12. Mukpockoncku u3o0bpasiceHust u Ougpakmoepamu Ha pyoa, waaka u kpuya: 1-2. ITeueHa pyoa —
xemamum; 3-4. YacmuuHo pedyyupaHa pyoa — xemamum/maeHemum; 5-6. Illnaxka — elocmum; 7-8. HauaneH
eman Ha nosied Ha Memasn — glocmum u MemasHo icensnso; 9-10. Kpuya — memanHo dHcensizo
(XRD ananus I'. Asdees)

Fig. 12. Microscopic images and diffractograms of ore, slag and bloom: 1-2. Roasted ore - hematite; 3—4.
Partially reduced ore — hematite / magnetite; 5-6. Slag - wuestite; 7-8. Initial stage of metal appearance —
wuestite and metallic iron; 9—-10. Bloom — metallic iron (XRD analysis G. Avdeev)
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O6p. 13. XKensazHa kpuya: 1. Memanoepagcku paspes; 2. Mukpockoncko uzobpadiceHue. [Jobpe ce susicoa
cgemausm ¢pepum u momHusm nepaum. Iliugem e nposieen ¢ HUTOJI (memanoepacpcku anaus I'. Aedees)
Fig. 13. Iron bloom: 1. Metallographic section; 2. Microscopic image. Light ferrite and dark perlite are
clearly visible. The thin section is developed with NITOL (metallographic analysis G. Avdeev)

ToYBa B HAua/I0TO Ha MUHAJIUS BeK C Pa3KoIKuTe Ha mbpBara ctonuiia [lnucka (IIkoprivn 1905a,
301-317; Ikoprun 19056, 318-321). [TocTereHHo, C HarpeAiBaHe Ha TIPOyYBaHUsATA TaM, Ca pa3-
KPHUTH HSIKOJKO TIPOM3BO/ICTBEHU KOMIL/IeKCa, Hal-3HaUMMHST OT KOMTO e yCTaHOBeH TpeJi BbTpelll-
HOTO JIML|e Ha 3arajHara KaMeHHa KpernocTHa cTeHa. Cpes HaMmepeHWTe 58 MeTasypruyHu Iewu
Y KOBAIlIKA OTHUILA € ChOpaHO TOJIIMO KOJIMYeCTBO IJIaKa, KbCOBE YAaCTUYHO TpepaboTeHa pyza
u xene3nu kpuiy (JoxueBa-ITeTkoBa 1995, 34-41). Cnenu oT ob6paboTka Ha »kes3o B Incka,
BKJ/IFOUMTE/THO KOBAIIIKK PabOTHUIHMLIM OT X— Hauasio Ha XI B. ca OTKpUTH U B M. Acap ziepe (MaBpo-
nuHOoB 1948, 163—-165), ceBepHO OT roykHaTa ropta (MunueB 1975, 246-273), ipy ceBepHaTa ropTa
(BanabanoB 1980, 95) u 1XKHUS CEKTOP Ha 3arajiHata KperocTtHa cteHa ([JonueBa-ITetkoBa 1980,
27-32). TlomobHU CTPYKTYPH, CBbP3aHU C METAJyPrUYHOTO TIPOU3BO/ICTBO OT KHCHUS CTOJIMUEH U
CJIe[ICTO/TMYeH TIepUO/, Ca TPOyUYeHU Ha HSKOIKO MecTa U BbB Benuku I1pecnaB (Bwkaposa 1960,
395-415; Yanrora 1969, 211-224; Totes, Ctanunos 1972, 56-76).

CHabpisIBaHeTO Ha TOJIEMUTE TPA/ICKUA CPeIMIIA C KeJisi3Ha py/ia Tpe3 Mepro/ia Ha PaHHOTO
Cpe/IHOBEKOBUE € BBITPOC, KOWTO OTZIABHA BbJHYBa ObJArapckute HayuHu cpeiu. ITspeu I. KoHspoB
KOHCTAaTHpa JIICaTa Ha CTapy pa3pabOTBaHM HAaxXOZMINA 3a Kems3Ha pyAa B CeBepon3touHa bbii-
rapusi (KonsipoB 1958, 79-84). ITo-kbcHO B cBosi 00Oo01iaBaia cratusi o TeMara CT. BUT/IsiHOB
ot0esisi3Ba OTCHCTBMETO Ha PyZa B TIOUTH BCUUKU Pa3KPUTH Kejie30TpepaboTBaTeTHU ChbOPbKEeHUS 1
TIpe/ITIoJIara, e JKes30TO e JOCTUrasIo Kato momydpabpukary (KpULK), OT KOUTO MalCTOpUTe KeJle-
3apu ca U3paboTBa/IM Ha MSCTO pa3iuuHu nipeaMeTH (ButisaHos 1980, 142). P. PariieB 1opH Jomycka
IThJTHA JIMTICA Ha MeCTeH /J0OMB ¥ TIpe/irio/iara eJMHCTBeHO BHOC U IpepaboTBaTe/THU IeHOCTH Ype3
TOTeHe Ha W3/1e3/T1 OT yroTpeba >kesie3uu rpeamety (Pates 2008, 155). JIpyr u3ciefoBares1, KOWTO
rnpejJara ro-pas/MyHO MHEHUe 3a MbPBOM3TOUHULMTE, e JI. [loHueBa-IleTkoBa. B egHa oT cBOMTE
MyO/IMKaIvy Ts C OCHOBaHHE HAaCOUBa BHUMAHHMETO KbM OOTaTvsi Ha JKeJjsi3Ha pyza paiioH B TposiH-
ckus ¥ TeteBeHCKO-3naTuiKus [isi1 Ha Crapa ruiaHuHa (JoHueBa-ITetkoBa 1980, 31). imeHHO Tam
ce HaMHpa U HOBOPETUCTPUPAHUST >Kele30j00MBeH LIeHThp Kpaii bpecTHuLa.

[MocnegHoTo my6MKyBaHo 06001aBaio u3csiefBaHe, CBbP3aHO C >Kene30/j00MBa Tpe3 prUM-
CKara eroxa 1 cpefHoBekoBreTO Ha [ToneH [IyHaB u CraporyiaHuHCKara 061acT e MoHOrpadusTa Ha
b. Jymanos ([Jymanos 2021). IIpeaBui CKOPOIITHOTO U M3/[jaBaHe, B Hesl e BK/IIOUeH ¥ KOMeHTap Ha
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OO6p. 14. I'eonodicka kapma ¢ mecmononodiceHue Ha TlaHedxckust Kapcmoes patioH u apxeono2uuecku obexm
Bpecmruya—Tlonemo (no IMonoe 1962; IJaHkos u dp. 1991; Baamakoes 2013, obp. 3; Shilegarska 2020, fig. 3
¢ donwsnHeHus Ha C. HeaHog)

Fig. 14. Geological Map with the location of Panega karst region and the archaeological site Brestnitsa—
Poleto (after ITonoe 1962; Llankos et al. 1991; Baamaxog 2013, fig. 3; Shilegarska 2020, fig. 3
with additions by S. Ivanov)

BBITPOCA 3a TOYHATA JIOKa/Iu3alys Ha OpeCTHHUILIKOTO pyHO Haxoauirle. Criopez b. /lymaHoB efiviH oT
Bb3MO)KHUTE BapHaHTH 3a J00MB Ha CYPOBMHEH MaTepurasl 3a Hy)KAWTe Ha MeTayp3ute oT bpectHu-
1la c/iefiBa Jia ce ThbpCHU B paiioHa Ha Bp. BacunnoB (1490 m), Hamupall] ce Ha pa3CTOsSIHUE OT Haf,
25 km cnpsimo obekra (Iymanos 2021, 137). B fefiCTBUTE/THOCT TIPY HarlpaBeHH apXeoJyiorHuecKd
Pa3KOIKH B palioHa Ha BacuiboB ca yCcTaHOBeHU cTapy pa3paboTKu Ha OTKPUTH PYAHULIM, Halmuure
Ha JKeJIsi3Ha pyZa (XemMaTuT) U Apyry JaHHU 3@ UOBELLKO MPUCHCTBUE MPe3 aHTUUHOCTTA U CpeJJHUTe
BekoBe (kpast Ha XII/ mbpBa monoBuHa Ha XIII B.) (BenkoB 1927, 14; Anekcues 1995, 6; 1999, 5-14;
XpuctoB # ap. 1995, 11-12). JIpyra Bb3MOXXHOCT 3a U3sICHsIBaHe BbIIPOCA 3a CYPOBUHHMSI U3TOUHUK
B paiioHa mpejyiarat poy4BaHusTa, poBejeny ot U. Yonakos u I. VIBaHOB, /01TyCKaiiku 100MB Ha
CHIepUTOBY KOHKpeIUHY upe3 ch0MpaHe Ha CypOBHHA AWPEKTHO OT KOPUTOTO Ha p. BUT, mpeMrHaBa-
1ia ripe3 ETpononckara ceuta (Hosnakos, MiBanoe 2021, 952). MHdopMartiust 3a pa3rosioykeHo B Hero-
cpefcTBeHa O/IM30CT PYAHO HaXOAMIIle MOXKe /1a Cé ThPCH U B TOTIOHMMHUSITA Ha ChCeHOTO C. [pajiex-
HUIIA, Pa3rnoyioyKeHO Ha 3 km FOroM3TOUHO OT MeTaaypruuHHs KOMILieKC. MeCTHOCTTa, UAUTO Tpa-
HULIM 3aeMaT TOpHaTa yacT Ha BUCOK xpebeT, HOCH Ha3BaHHETO PhKJaBuIja — TOTIOHUM, TTOZCKa3Ball]
Ha/IMUMeTO Ha CKa/M C pa3/iuyeH ,,pbKAMB [IBAT U pa3/inyaBall] ce 3HaUUTEeHO OT XapaKTepHHUTe 3a
paiioHa cvBU BapoBULM. [loc/ieHOTO ce MOTBBP)K/AaBa M OT JAaHHWTE BbPXY Ieosio)KKaTa KapTa Ha
ITaHe>XKHs1 KapCTOB paliOH, Ha KOSITO B 3eMJIMIIIETO Ha C. I'pazieXkHuIIa ca 0TOe/si3aHd MHOXXECTBO
yuacTbL C HaJlM4Me Ha aprUIUTH, aJIeBPOIMTA U KBapLIUTH ChC CHEPUTOBU KOHKpeLwu (00p. 14).

MetanypriuyHusT LjeHTsp Kpaii bpectHuIa cbC cBoMTe pabOTUMHULM HamMypa O/lU3bK Mapa-
71Nl C TI03HATUTe Beue PaHHOCPEJHOBEKOBHH >Keslie30[00MBHU ChOPBKEHHS], XapaKTepHHU 3a TepHu-
topusita Ha EBpona u gopu LlenTtpanHa Asus. basupaiiku ce Ha cebpaHara MHbopMalys, Morar ja
ObJaT HarlpaBeH! U HSIKOM Tpe/JBaPUTETHH U3BOJM 3a XPOHOJIOrHsATa Ha obekra. CTpaTurpacKusiT
XOPU30HT Ha/| HAKOM OT MeTalypruuHuTe pabOTHU/IHULIM Ce CbCTOU OT SICHO pasrpaHUUMMU JKUHILA,
BKOIIaHU CJjle[] IPUK/IIOYBaHe JlelfHOCTTa Ha 4acT OT IPOM3BOCTBeHUTe Meliu. [lomyueHuTe pasno-
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BBIVIEPO/IHU [aTU NTOCTaBAT ChllleCTBYBaHeTO Ha KoMIllekca B Kpas Ha VII/VIII-IX / nauano Ha X B.
JlaTupoBKaTa Ha HaMepeHUTe MeTa/IHH NPeIMeTH U KepaMyKa CBIII0 ChBIa/a ¢ 1abopaTopHO ycTa-
HOBEHHUTE XPOHO/IOTUYECKU PAMKU.

3ak/itoyeHve

[laHHWTe OT apXeon0ruuecKnUTe pasKorky Kpaii bpecTHHIla ¥ TpoBeZieHHTe [0 MOMEHTA apxe-
OMEeTPUUHM aHa/ 3| ONpOBeprapar Hallb/IHO HaJI0’KeHOTO TIpeJi BpeMe MHeHMe 3a He[JOCTaTbuHUTe
PYZAHU 3aracy B JJ0/THOAYHABCKUSI pETHMOH Tpe3 PaHHOTO CPeAHOBEKOBHE U OpraHU3UpaHust J0OUB Ha
JKeJisi30 eJMHCTBEHO upe3 MpeTorsiBaHe Ha u3XabeHu v TIOBPeJieHr MeTaslHU NpeAMeTH. Pe3ynTature
OT MpOyYBaHMATA JI0Ka3BaT, ue B M. [TosieTo ce e HaMupasa HeM3BeCTeH [0 MOMeHTa MeTalypruyeH
LIEHTHP CbC cenuie oT Kpasg Ha VII/VIII-IX / HauanoTo Ha X B., KOUTO e IMBPBUSAT MO-1IS/IOCTHO
TpoyueH kese301001BeH KOMILIeKC Ha barkaHCKUs TI0/TyoCTPOB. BhIipeky HaMepeHUTe MaTepyary,
KbM MOMEHTa He ca pa3KpUTU CTPYKTYPH, KOUTO Zila HACOUBAT KaTerOPUUHO KbM IMPaKTUKyBaHe Ha
MeTa/llypruuHa JeHOCT U C/le]] HauasoTo / cpefiaTa Ha IX B., Koraro ce rpejriosara ue CejuIleTo
ce Hamupa B npefienuTe Ha [IbpBOTO OBITapCKO HapcTBo. HecbMHeHO, B Goratust Ha pyza paloH
CUHXPOHHO Ca CBINECTBYBaJM U APYTW MTPOU3BOACTBEHU 00EKTH, HO MecCTara C Telld BCe Olle He
ca TOuHO Jioka/m3upaHu. KocBeHu fiaHHU 3a 3abesieXKuTe/THUsL HallpeIbK B >Keme30/100MBa U >kejte-
3apcTBOTO Mpe3 [X—X B. ce OTKpUBAT B HAKOM OT MCTOpUUecKuTe mu3Bopu ([yitueB u gp. 1961, 23;
Burtnszor 1980, 138; boxkusios, ['to3eneB 1999, 125) 1 HagIHMCHTe C MHBEHTAPHHU OPB)KeHU CTTUCH-
LY, CBUJIeTe/ICTBALLY 3a HAJIMUYMETO Ha 3HAYMTEHO KOJMYECTBO LIJIEMOBE, IJIETEHU U IJIaCTUHYATH
pusnuiM oT [Tpecnas u obnacrra (Bereaukos 1946, 146—160; Bemernuer 1992, 193-204).

C HamyckaHeTO Ha KOMIIeKca Kpaii bpecTHulla, Hall-KbCHO B ITbPBUTe fleceTuieTust Ha X B.,
He ce cjiara Kpai Ha >keyie30/00MBHUTe JIeMHOCTH B OKOJTHOCTTA. CTap I00MB Ha pyzia e 3acBU/ieTer-
CTBaH U MO-KbCHO B PalioHa Ha Bp. BacuiboB. 3a HempeKbCHATHUTe MeTaypPrudyHy IeHHOCTU HAlloOM-
HAT MHO)K€CTBO HAMMEHOBAHUSI HA MECTHOCTHM U CeJIvIlla, OCTaHa/IM 3ara3eHu /10 Hally JHU, 4acT
OT KOWTO TIPUTEXKABaT U pa3moyiokeHuTe Habm3o cena Tonsima 1 Manka YKensisHa (KoBaueB 1969,
90; MapkoB 1990, 15-23). CrioMeHaBaHETO UM B Hali-paHHUTE OCMaHCKH perrctpu oT XV go X VIII
B. ChC CHLOMpATETHOTO Ha3BaHue 3ese3Ha, XKenesna van XKenesyn (Croiiko 1961, 363; MyTtacdoBa
1992, 46-65; 2018, 131-198) e AokKa3aTe/CTBO 3a aKTWBHA eKCIIOaTalusi Ha palioHa Tpe3 Ljeaust
CpeJHOBEKOBEH MepUo[.

BnarogapHocTu

O6paboTkaTa Ha apXeoJIorHUeCKUTe MaTepraay U U3BbPILIBAHETO Ha 1abOpaTOpHUTE aHAIM3U
ce ocbIIlecTBsiBaT OslarojapeHre Ha CrieuesieH MPOeKT 3a HayuyHO-K3C/ie/joBaTesicka pabora, huHaH-
cvpaH oT HaljuoHaiHusl apxeoyioruuecku UHCTUTYT C My3el nipy bbirapckara akajieMusi Ha HayKu-
Te. ABTopuTe Oarogapst Ha gotl. 1-p Banepu I'puropos (Cekuus 3a CpeZJHOBEKOBHA apXeoJIoTHsl,
HAUWM-BAH) 3a koHCy/TaL[MuTe, TIPOBEJeHN B Mepro/ia Ha TepeHHUTe TIPOyUBaHUs U MOoAKpenara
T0 peayM3vpaHe Ha Npe/iBapyUTe/HaTa MMy O/TKaLys.

LintupaHa nutepatypa

Anekcues, M. 1995. CrygeHTcKu excrieguiuu B TposiHckust isin Ha Crapa rianuHa. IToceauwjHu
npoyusaHus 3—4, 5-6.
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The Early Medieval iron bloomery complex Brestnitsa—Poleto
in northwestern Bulgaria: chronology and archaeometric
analysis (preliminary data)

Stiliyan Ivanov, Georgi Avdeev, Doroteia Giurdzhiiska-lvanova,
Boyka Zlateva, Deyan Lesigyarski

(summary)

The renewed construction of the Hemus highway in northern Bulgaria necessitated large-scale
field surveys of a number of archaeological sites, previously located along its route. One of them,
which gained popularity with the collective name Brestnitsa—Poleto, is an Early Medieval settle-
ment with a bloomery complex. The newly discovered site is situated in Lovech Province, at the
northwestern foot of the Vasilyovska Mountain — the highest part of the northern slopes of the Troy-
an—Teteven division of the central Stara Planina (fig. 1). It is located 2.9 km to the southeast of the
village of Brestnitsa and approximately 1.5 km to the southwest of the Vit River gorge, today called
Boaza (fig. 2). After conducting two consecutive archaeological campaigns in 2019 and 2020, on an
area of about 1 hectare, many Early Medieval structures have been established — at least 13 dugout
dwellings with stone hearths, over 10 external household ovens and nine bloomery works (fig. 3). Of
essential importance for the present research is the location of the bloomery complex in a region rich
in iron ore that predetermines its main specialization in iron making. The preliminary results of the
excavations and laboratory analyses focus on the production features unearthed in the settlement and
their related finds in order to clarify the chronology of habitation, the structure of the features and the
technological processes that took place in the bloomery complex near Brestnitsa.

The nine iron bloomery works revealed were positioned on the clearly distinguishable me-
dieval terrain or were dug at different depths in it (fig. 4). The examples of the first ground type
shaw that the almost free-standing bloomeries are built directly on the medieval walk level (fig.
5.1-6). At the front opening and the space opposite the furnace there is a shallowly dug-in bloomery
working part with an oval plan. The second type of bloomeries is characterized by a deeper dug-in
work-space. Unlike the previous type, here the smelting furnaces in which metallic iron is produced
through separating the metal from the ore are partially built into the side walls of the pit and only
the upper part with the throat rises above the ground surface (fig. 6.1-7). Smithy fireplaces have also
been established in the central part of some iron workshops (figs. 6.1, 5-7)., In addition to a large
amount of slag, there are also ore pieces, burned animal bones, parts of the furnace walls, pieces of
clay breast-walls for plugging the hole in the layouts of both types of bloomeries, as well as many

157



C. MBaHosB, I. ABgees, [. MNopmpxuiicka-BaHosa, b. 3naresa, . Jiucurapcku

ceramic tuyeres for blowing air into the iron furnaces and smithy hearths (fig. 9). Although rare, frag-
ments of Early Medieval pottery can be found in some structures.

To clarify the technology, many ore pieces, slags and blooms have been analysed. The basic
analytical techniques include XRD, XRF and optical microscopy. All the examinations confirm cat-
egorically that the archaeological finds are related to intensive metallurgical activity for production
of metallic iron (figs. 11-13). There is evidence of repeated use of the furnaces, residues from their
charging and cleaning during their operation.

The metallurgical centre near Brestnitsa with its workshops finds a close parallel with the
already known Early Medieval iron mining facilities in Europe and even Central Asia. Based on the
collected information, some preliminary conclusions can be made about the chronology of the site.
The stratigraphic horizon over some of the metallurgical workshops consists of clearly distinguisha-
ble dwellings dug into at the working debris or after the operation of some of the production furnaces
had ceased. The radiocarbon dates obtained set the existence of the complex in the end of 7% / 8"-9®
/ early 10" centuries. The dating of the metal objects found and the ceramic ware, coincide with the
chronological framework established by the radiocarbon measurements.

The results of the research prove that there was a hitherto unknown bloomery centre with a
settlement in the Poleto locality, which is the first fully studied Early Medieval iron making complex
in the Balkan Peninsula.
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