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To create a dataset which describes the care experience of
children in Scotland data. To share with analysts in a safe set-
ting to allow linkage, and provide information on the strengths
and weaknesses. To gather feedback on its use to inform fu-
ture collections and improve experience of future users.

The dataset was created by combining 11 years of data
provided to Scottish Government by local authorities. The re-
sulting longitudinal dataset includes details of the children, the
periods of care including the type of care setting, along with
the legal basis for this care, and information on the destina-
tion of the child following care. Detailed information about the
dataset is provided along with a background document in how
the dataset was constructed. Data quality flags are provided
to highlight situations where there may be inconsistences, and
code is shared to create a cleaned dataset for analysis.

A longitudinal dataset has been created covering the pe-
riod 2009 to 2019. This covers almost 60,000 children with
details of the care setting and legal basis. The dataset has been
indexed to a population spine, which enables it to be linked
to other data. Additional derived variables have been added,
and improvements made to data quality where possible. In
other situations data quality is highlighted with guidance pro-
vided on how to deal with these issues. The results have been
shared extensively with the data providers, and previous users
providing valuable input. This has resulted in improved under-
standing of the data, and informed the practice of gathering
data in future years, and plans for official statistics on health
outcomes of care experienced children.

This project has created an enduring resource which will
improve evidence for policy making by allowing analysis to
consider patterns of care experience and link it to outcomes.
This is particularly relevant given a review of care experience
in Scotland, and the commitment by Scottish Government to
keep the Promise.
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