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In the Kuchlak Sub-Basin (Pakistan), groundwater is overexploited, resulting in

growing stress on groundwater resources. The water table level has declined

rapidly due to intensive pumping. Artificial recharge methods and good

management strategies are vital for the sustainable production of groundwater

resources. Managed aquifer recharge is an artificial way of recharging the

subsurface aquifers using surplus surface water, treated wastewater, and

stormwater. It is a potential strategy for increasing freshwater supply and

adapting to climate change. The present study proposes a method to delineate

potential zones forMAR suitability in the Kuchlak Sub-Basin. INOWAS, aweb-based

tool, is utilized for narrowing down the available MAR techniques based on the

hydrogeologic parameter and objectives of the study area. A geographic

information system (GIS) coupled with the multi-criteria decision analysis

(MCDA), commonly known as GIS-MCDA, is used to develop the MAR suitability

map. Six criterion maps, including geology, land use, slope analysis, drainage

density, soil, and rainfall, were created in ArcGIS for suitability mapping. The

criterion maps are ranked and weighted based on their relative contribution to

the groundwater recharge and published literature using theMulti Influence Factor

(MIF) method. The final suitability mapwas developed by overlaying all the criterion

maps using a weighted linear combination (WLC) technique. The MAR suitability

map was divided into five zones, namely, very high, high, moderate, very low, and

low. The unsuitable zones reflect the urban and slope constraints that reduce

surface infiltration. The suitability map reveals that 45% of the Kuchlak Sub-Basin

exists in a very high-high suitability zone, 33% in moderate, and 17% in a very low-

low suitability zone, while 5% of the study areawas unsuitable due to the urban and

slope constraints. The MAR suitability map developed in this study can serve as a

basis for conducting a focused analysis of MAR implementation. Furthermore, the

technique and results of this studymay aid inmappingMAR suitability in any arid or

semi-arid region.
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1 Introduction

Groundwater is considered among the most essential and

reliable sources of drinking water worldwide (Todd and Mays,

2004). In arid regions, evapotranspiration exceeds average

rainfall, making groundwater recharge dependent on high

rainfall events, rainwater storage in depressions and streams,

and rainwater’s capacity to escape evapotranspiration through

fissures, cracks, or solution channels (de Vries and Simmers,

2002). In dry regions like Balochistan, a province of Pakistan,

sources of surface water are generally non-perennial, making

groundwater the only reliable source of water for the household,

agricultural, and industrial needs. The rise in population and the

growth of farmlands have put growing stress on groundwater

resources, which has resulted in the overexploitation of

groundwater and deterioration of water quality (Watto, 2015;

Mondal and Dalai, 2017). The situation is further exacerbated in

dry regions, such as Balochistan, where the water table continues

to decline rapidly causing the drying of karezzes and springs, and

the destruction of orchards (Ashraf and Sheikh, 2017). The

situation demands innovative approaches coupled with

integrated watershed management to recharge groundwater

and preserve sustainable production.

Water scarcity can be alleviated by subsurface storage of

surplus water during wet periods for later usage during a dry

season (Dillon et al., 2010, 2019; Arshad et al., 2020).

Increasing the water storage under the surface is a viable

strategy for increasing freshwater supply and resilience to

climate change. This artificial increase in the groundwater can

be realized through Managed Aquifer Recharge (MAR)

techniques, defined as the “intentional recharge of water to

aquifers for subsequent recovery or environmental benefit”

(Dillon et al., 2019; Sendrós et al., 2020). MAR refers to a

broad range of recharge techniques, including spreading

methods (SM); well shaft, in-channel modifications (IM);

rainwater and runoff harvesting (RWH); induced bank

filtration (IBF); and borehole recharge (WSB) (Villholth,

2021). MAR offers a promising solution to alleviate the

effects of the declining water table and replenish the

subsurface aquifer (Dillon, 2005; Sprenger et al., 2017;

Dillon et al., 2019) and can also alleviate drinking water

problems associated with the consumption of groundwater

with excessive levels of arsenic or salinity (Naus et al., 2021). It

has been effectively used worldwide to improve the quality

and quantity of groundwater resources, replenish the

groundwater levels, avoid saltwater intrusion, manage land

subsidence, alleviate floods, and boost ecological benefits

(Stefan and Ansems, 2018). However, to design a MAR

system, it is important to determine the soil infiltration

rate and permeability of the unsaturated zones between the

aquifer and surface land and ensure the lack of polluted zones

(Bouwer, 2002). The selection of an appropriate recharge site

is a vital step in MAR implementation since it influences the

selection of a suitable recharge technique (Dillon, 2005).

However, the selection of an appropriate MAR technique is

challenging because it is dependent on several interrelated

factors, including the source water availability for recharge

(Alam et al., 2021), the subsurface soil type suitable for source

water infiltration (Khan et al., 2020), the capacity of an aquifer

to hold and discharge sufficient water (Maples et al., 2019), the

quality of the source water (Rivett et al., 2008; Wiese et al.,

2011; Alidina et al., 2014), and the total cost of the project

(Perrone and Rohde, 2016). The site suitability analysis is

carried out to find a suitable technique for a given location

(Sallwey et al., 2019). The site suitability assessment for MAR

is frequently determined by intrinsic characteristics like

topography, hydrogeology, land use, soil type, and climate

since these factors influence the recharge process of

groundwater (Sallwey et al., 2019).

The traditional methods for locating, defining, and

mapping MAR suitability zones mostly rely on expensive

and time-consuming ground surveys utilizing geophysical,

geological, and hydrogeological techniques (Israil et al.,

2006). On the other hand, geospatial tools are cost-effective

and less time consuming to model different kind of data in

multiple geosciences fields (Oh et al., 2011). A literature review

shows that the potential zones for ground water recharge have

been identified and mapped using range of techniques. For

instance, some researchers used probabilistic model like

frequency ratio (Ozdemir, 2011; Razandi et al., 2015),

certainty factor (Razandi et al., 2015), MCDA (Chowdhury

et al., 2009; Rahmati et al., 2015), logistic regression (Ozdemir,

2011;Pourghasemi and Beheshtirad., 2015), decision tree

(Chenini and Mammou 2010), evidential belief function

(Mogaji et al., 2015), weights of evidence (Corsini et al.,

2009; Ozdemir, 2011) Shannon’s entropy (Naghibi et al.,

2015), artificial neural network (Lee et al., 2012), and

machine learning techniques like random forest (Rahmati

et al., 2016). Remote sensing and GIS together provide a

powerful tool that can be utilized for quick estimation of

natural resources among the many techniques. The

methodology is cost-effective and can be used to effectively

explore groundwater before using intricate and expensive

surveying techniques (Faust et al., 1991).

Several studies have used geographic information system GIS

and remote sensing (RS) techniques to locate the potential

groundwater zones. GIS and RS cover a large and remote area

in a short time to determine the high potential groundwater

zones for artificial recharge (Senthilkumar et al., 2019). GIS

coupled with the multi-criteria decision analysis (MCDA),
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commonly known as GIS-MCDA, helps in finding a suitable

location for MAR implementation (Rahman et al., 2012). The

GIS-MCDA can be defined as a collection of tools for designing,

evaluating, and prioritizing alternative decisions (Malczewski,

2006). In this method, the geospatial data are weighted against

each other and overlayed to evaluate the study area. The process

of assigning the weight is subjective and is defined by considering

the expert opinion, personal preferences (Agarwal and Garg,

2016), and objectives of the study area. GIS-MCDA is

advantageous due to the increasing availability and the

growing resolution of remote sensing data. Therefore, remote

sensing data is useful for places with little geologic and field

knowledge.

This study aims to address the water scarcity in dry regions

using MAR techniques. To this end, the present work is divided

into two sub-objectives. The first is to delineate suitable sites for

MAR implementation using GIS-MCDA and the second is to

suggest suitable MAR techniques. The main criteria used in this

study for site suitability assessment are geology, slope analysis,

drainage density, land cover, soil, and rainfall. The delineation of

suitable MAR sites is performed using GIS-MCDA, whereas

INOWAS, a web-based tool, is used to identify appropriate

MAR techniques.

2 Materials and methods

2.1 Study area

The present study selected the Kuchlak Sub-Basin of the

Pishin Lora basin in Pakistan’s western province of Balochistan

due to the significant decline in the groundwater table. The

Kuchlak Sub-Basin extends between latitudes 30°N −30°45′N

and longitudes 66°38′E–67°43′E, with an elevation range of

3430 m in the north to 1500 m in the south (Figure 1). It

covers an area of approximately 2083 km2 and extends from

northeast to southwest. Annual rainfall is 217 mm, with

considerable variability and the annual evaporation is

approximately 1750 mm. The Kuchlak Sub-Basin is classified

as arid due to low precipitation and drought episodes (Halcrow,

2007, 2008). Agricultural land consists of temporary crops

(arable or cultivable land) and permanent crops (orchards

like apples and grapes) covers around 276.8 km2. Cultivable

land which is part of agricultural land covers approximately

70.25 km2, which is approximately 16.7 percent of the Kuchlak

Sub-Basin. The Ghurkai Lora, Khanozai, Bibi Lora, Bostan, and

Surkhab Rivers are the major streams in the study area and

eventually flow into the Pishin valley via the Pishin Lora River

(Ahmed et al., 2021).

There are two major aquifers in the Kuchlak Sub-Basin:

one comprised of unconsolidated alluvial sediments that cover

the majority of the study area, and another comprised of the

bedrock of limestone (Ahmed et al., 2021). The primary

stream’s system in the Kuchlak Sub-Basin is ephemeral,

and poor rainfall recharge means that agriculture must

depend on groundwater for irrigation, resulting in

significant water table decreases. Agriculture consumes

97 percent of Balochistan’s water (Khair et al., 2010), and

Kuchlak is no exception. Farming continues to offer

employment for 31%–49% of the population in the Pishin

district where the Kuchlak Sub-Basin is situated. (Halcrow,

2008b). The groundwater level in Kuchlak Sub-Basin has

declined dramatically due to extended drought,

overexploitation, and poor management (Ahmed et al.,

2021). This grave scenario revealed the critical significance

of water conservation in the area through MAR techniques.

FIGURE 1
Map of Study area (Kuchlak Sub-Basin) showing (A) location, and (B) elevation.
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2.2 Workflow

The detailed workflow adopted for this study is shown in

(Figure 2), and the major steps are described below.

• Identifying suitable MAR techniques using INOWAS, a

web-based tool for narrowing down the available MAR

techniques

• Digitizing the conventional maps in ArcGIS, i.e., geology,

soil, and rainfall.

• Preparation and reclassification of thematic (criteria)

layers.

• Standardization of thematic layers to bring them to the

same level.

• Assigning weight to each thematic layer using the Multi-

Influence Factor (MIF) method.

• Generation of the final MAR suitability map using

Weighted Linear Combination (WLC).

2.3 Managed aquifer recharge method
selection

Since each MAR solution has unique site-specific needs,

checklists comprising the selection criteria are classified

according to MAR type. For instance, implementing an

induced bank filtration MAR scheme is only practicable in

the presence of a river or lake. By contrast, MAR schemes

utilizing well, shaft, or borehole recharge are virtually

independent of surface water. Because no generic selection

criteria for MAR can be defined, this research develops

selection criteria unique to the MAR type. INOWAS, a web-

based data-driven tool, assists in the identification of

appropriate MAR methods by analyzing hundreds of MAR

case studies from around the world (Glass et al., 2021). The

MAR method selection tool assists users in selecting an

appropriate MAR method based on the features/properties of

the selected MAR location. By selecting the research area’s

features, such as land use, soil type, MAR objectives, and the

average scale of the study, INOWAS makes recommendations

for appropriate MAR methodologies based on its library of

MAR studies (Sallwey et al., 2019). The MAR methods

suggested by the INOWAS are summarized in Table 1 and

the suitability/unsuitability is decided based on the current

climatic and hydrological conditions of the study area.

2.4 Collection of data and preparation of
thematic/criteria layers

The data used for the preparation of the thematic layers

comprises remote sensing data and existing conventional

FIGURE 2
Workflow adapted for delineation of MAR suitability zones.
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data from existing. Thematic layers, alternatively referred to

as criteria, are the spatial data that are used in GIS-MCDA.

The criteria used in different studies vary between 4 and 21,

but ninety percent of studies use less than ten criteria (Sallwey

et al., 2019). The selection of criteria should be based not only

on the availability of data and local attributes but also on

the problem statement and expert opinion (Sallwey et al.,

2019).

In this work, six criteria maps, namely, geology, land use/land

cover (LULC), slope analysis, soil texture drainage density, and

rainfall, were prepared using the existing conventional maps and

satellite data. A detailed description of each of the above criteria is

presented in the next section.

2.4.1 Geology
Regional geological characteristics, such as the porosity and

permeability of different rocks, influence the occurrence and

transport of groundwater. Consequently, the rock type

considerably impacts groundwater availability and recharge.

The geological map was prepared by digitizing the existing

map in ArcGIS (Ahmed et al., 2021). The primary lithologies

identified in the study area are conglomerate, fractured

limestone, silty sandstone, and sandstone and shale.

Conglomerate and fractured limestone have a high infiltration

rate, while silty sandstone and mixed shale (sandstone and shale)

have a low infiltration rate.

2.4.2 Land use land cover
Land use/land cover controls surface runoff and infiltration.

Plant roots hold water in vegetation-covered places such as

forests and agricultural traps, hence increasing the infiltration.

In addition, urban areas and paved roads reduce infiltration by

enhancing runoff during rainfall (Das et al., 2017). The land

cover map was prepared from the Esri global land cover map

with a spatial resolution of 10 m. The map was then reclassified

into different land use classes based on the guideline provided

by the Esri. The primary land use classes identified in the study

area are shrubland, bare land, cropland, built area, and few

water bodies.

2.4.3 Slope analysis
The slope of the terrain is an important parameter for

suitability mapping. The most promising infiltration occurs in

locations with little runoff, which is only valid in flat terrains. The

slope map was prepared from ASTER-DEM with a spatial

resolution of 30 m and then reclassified into five classes. The

slope of most of the study area is less than 10%.

2.4.4 Soil texture
Soil texture defines the water retention capacity,

permeability, and infiltration rate of the soil. Large particle

size increases permeability and surface infiltration

(Stephenson, 1979). The soil map was prepared by digitizing

the existing conventional map (Soil Survey of Pakistan, Lahore

1993) in ArcGIS and reclassified based on the available codes.

The primary soil types are Sandy Loam, loamy rock, and bare

rocks (no soil).

2.4.5 Drainage density
The drainage density can be defined as the total length of all

the streams in a unit area, irrespective of the stream network

(Magesh et al., 2012). It can be used as an indicator for surface

infiltration and runoff. High drainage density is related to low

permeability, which leads to low infiltration and increased runoff.

The drainage density was prepared from the ASTER-DEM using

the line density tool in ArcGIS. The map was reclassified into

three classes, i.e., high, medium, and low.

2.4.6 Rainfall
The rainfall map was prepared from the existing map

(Ahmed et al., 2021) in ArcGIS. The MAR suitability

mapping is highly dependent on the infiltration rate, which is

determined by the rainfall distribution and slope angle. The

rainfall map was reclassified into high, moderate, and low.

2.4.7 Criteria standardization
Each criterion is represented by a map of varying types,

including classed maps (e.g., land use) and value maps (e.g.,

infiltration, slope); it is not easy to compare the two maps with

TABLE 1 MAR methods suggested by INOWAS and their suitability for the study area.

MAR methods suggested
by INOWAS

Suitability Explanation

Infiltration ponds and basins Unsuitable High temperature and high sedimentation rate render these methods unsuitable

Trenches Suitable Economical to make and manage

Subsurface Dams Unsuitable The water table is very deep for most of the part (20–30 m)

Dune Filtration Unsuitable No dunes

Rooftop harvesting Suitable At the household level, it is an effective method

Ditches and furrows Suitable Economical to make and manage

Flooding Suitable Useful in times of heavy rainfall to prevent damage
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distinct types in ArcGIS. For example, a land-use map with

categories of urban, forest, and water bodies is not comparable to

a slope map with categories of 20%, 50%, etc., But when each

category on the criteria map is assigned a numerical value, based

on its relative importance for MAR suitability, the comparison is

easy. Standardization approaches such as step-wise and linear

functions are commonly utilized in GIS-MCDA (Bonilla et al.,

2016). The present study makes use of a step-wise function. The

criteria are standardized on a scale of 0 (low suitability) to 5 (high

suitability (Table 2). For example, flat surfaces facilitate

infiltration, so they are standardized at a scale of 10 (high

suitability for MAR). Similarly, the area with a high slope

decreases the infiltration and increases run-off, so they are

standardized at a scale of 0 (low suitability for MAR). The

standard chosen for assigning the values to the criterion varies

greatly and depends on the researcher’s choice.

2.4.8 Criteria weighting
The weighting of criteria is critical for spatial multi-criteria

decision analysis. Although GIS-MCDA is used for MAR

suitability mapping by many studies, the criteria selection and

weighting still lack a common understanding (Sallwey et al., 2019).

Each criterion is weighted based on its relative importance for

MAR within the set of criteria. There are several ways to assign

weights to criteria, including the multi-influence factor (MIF),

used in this study. In MIF, a higher score/weight is assigned to a

criterion when it significantly influences other criteria (Figure 3).

Solid lines represent the major influence with a score of 1, and the

minor influence is represented by a dashed line with a score of 0.5.

The final weight is obtained by adding the relative score of major

and minor influence for each criterion (Table 3). The relative

weight is then converted to a percentage.

2.4.9 Weighted overlay analysis
The final step in generating the MAR suitability map is the

overlay analysis. In weighted overlay analysis, all the criteria are

superimposed using the relative weight and standardized

suitability score. This is done by multiplying the weight of

each criterion with their standardized rank (1–5) for each cell

and summing the result. Different overlay methods are available,

including the weighted linear combination which is used in this

study. The final suitability map is categorized into five levels from

1–5. The value of 1 indicates a very low suitability area for MAR

implementation, while the value 5 indicates a very good

suitability area.

3 Results and discussion

3.1 Evaluation of suitable MAR techniques

INOWAS, a web-based data-driven tool is used to select the

appropriate MAR techniques for the study area. Table 1

summarizes the suitable MAR techniques suggested by

INOWAS based on the input parameters related to the study

area. The suitability/unsuitability of the proposed MAR

techniques is decided based on the study area’s existing

climatic and hydrogeologic conditions. Some of the proposed

techniques were not suitable given the Kuchlak climatic

conditions. For instance, INOWAS recommends dune

filtration as a potential MAR approach; however, the study

area lacks dunes. The leaky dams MAR technique is also

included in the suitability analysis because it is an effective

MAR method applied in many areas of Balochistan (Ashraf

and Sheikh, 2017), though INOWAS does not suggest this

technique. The average annual rainfall in the study area is

217 mm, with extreme variability. During the summer

monsoon period, heavy rainfall occurs, followed by severe

drought in the pre-and post-monsoon period. Therefore,

flooding is a possible MAR technique in the study area to

capture the high rainfall during the monsoon period.

Furthermore, the suitability of a specific MAR scheme at a

proposed location requires a detailed study and depends on

the hydrogeologic parameters and the target user group. The

flooding technique is suitable for installation in the high suitability

TABLE 2 Standardization of criteria and their suitability class.

Value/Common scale Suitability class

5 Very high

4 High

3 Moderate

2 low

1 Very low

0 Unsuitable

FIGURE 3
Interrelationship between the criteria showing the major
(solid lines) and minor (dashed lines) influence using the MIF
method.
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zones of the central and southern parts of the study area due to the

high number of agricultural lands which can easily absorb water.

The urban areas are used as a constraint in the study due to the

scope of the study. However, rooftop rainwater harvesting is

suitable for urban areas and is shown by the unsuitable zone

in the final suitability map (Figure 5). This technique can be used

in the high-moderate suitability zones of the central and North

parts due to the high number of river and streams network.

3.2 Evaluation of criteria maps

The six parameters used in this study to delineate suitable

locations for MAR implementation are described in detail.

Table 4 summarizes the reclassification, weight assignment,

and ranks of all criteria based on their importance to the

MAR methods. Figure 4 demonstrates the criteria maps

prepared to evaluate appropriate MAR locations. The land

TABLE 3 Relative weight and score assignment of each criterion using the MIF method.

Criteria Major influence Minor influence Combined relative weight Proposed score (percentage)

Geology 1 + 1+1 + 1 — 4 32

Landcover 1 + 1+1 — 3 24

Soil 1 + 1 — 2 16

Slope Analysis 1 + 1 0.5 2.5 20

Rain — 0.5 0.5 4

Drainage Density — 0.5 0.5 4

Total ∑12.5 ∑100

TABLE 4 Criteria reclassification and associated suitability score (rank) and weight.

Criterion Categories (reclassification) Qualitative
rank (suitability)

Quantitative rank (common
scale)

Weight

Geology Conglomerate Very High 5 32

Fractured limestone High 4

Silty Sandstone Moderate 3

Sandstone and shale Low 1

Landcover Sparse vegetation (Bare Land) Very high 5 24

cropland High 4

Shrubland Low 2

water bodies Very low 1

Built-up area Unsuitable 0

Soil Sandy loam Very High 5 16

Loamy rock outcrop Moderate 3

Bare rock (no soil) Very low 1

Slope analysis Flat (0–10) Very High 5 20

Gentle (10–15) High 4

Moderate (15–25) Low 2

Steep (25–35) Very low 1

Very steep (>40) Unsuitable 0

Rain (mm) High (230–250) High 4 4

Medium (215–230) Moderate 3

Low (200–215) Low 2

Drainage density Low (1–2) Very High 5 4

Medium (2–3) Moderate 3

High (>3) Low 2
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cover provides information on surface infiltration, groundwater

potential, etc., (Das et al., 2017). The land cover map is classified

into five main classes: shrubland, sparse vegetation (bare land),

built-up area, cropland, and water bodies (Figure 4A). Shrubland

covers most of the study area (80%), followed by bare land (10%),

cropland (7%), built-up area (2.6%), and water bodies (0.4%).

The bare land and cropland are assigned a high suitability score,

as they are highly suitable for water infiltration. However, it is not

easy to convince the landowners to sell their agricultural land for

MAR, especially when their livelihood depends on farming. The

built-up area is used as a constraint due to low infiltration and

poor water quality.

Geology plays an important role in the occurrence and

distribution of groundwater (Yeh et al., 2016). The study area

is dominated by fractured limestone and silty sandstone followed

by mixed sandstone and shale, and conglomerates (Figure 4B).

The type and composition of rock significantly affect the

infiltration rate and groundwater recharge. Karstic limestone

and silty sandstone have high infiltration rates; therefore, most

areas lie in the high-moderate suitability zone. Moreover, mixed

FIGURE 4
Criterion maps with standardized values used for the delineation of suitable MAR locations in the Kuchlak Sub-Basin: (A) Land use; (B)Geology;
(C) Slope analysis; (D) Soil type; (E) drainage density; (F) rainfall.

Frontiers in Environmental Science frontiersin.org08

Sardar et al. 10.3389/fenvs.2022.916504

R
ET

R
A

C
T

ED

https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/environmental-science
https://www.frontiersin.org
https://doi.org/10.3389/fenvs.2022.916504


sandstone and shale have low permeability, limiting groundwater

percolation; therefore, these areas are less suitable for MAR

implementation.

The slope map is classified into five categories: flat (0–10),

gentle (10–15), moderate (15–25), steep (25–35), and very

steep (>40) (Figure 4C). The slope of an area directly affects

the surface runoff. Flat areas permit the water to move slowly,

increase the infiltration rate, and are highly suitable for aquifer

recharge due to very low surface runoff. Conversely, a steeper

slope reduces the infiltration and enhances surface runoff due

to the fast movement of water. Therefore, high suitability rank

was assigned to flat areas while a steeper slope was assigned a

low suitability rank. Moreover, a slope higher than 40 was

used as a constraint due to the very low infiltration rate.

The soil type and associated permeability control the water

holding capacity of the soil and infiltration rate. The soil

criterion map of the study area shows three categories: sandy

loam, loamy rock outcrops, and bare rock (no soil) (Figure 4D).

Sandy loam (55%) dominates the study area, followed by loamy

rock outcrops (27%) and bare rocks (18%). The sandy loam is

considered suitable for MAR since it has relatively high

infiltration. Conversely, bare rock (no soil) is the least

suitable for MAR due to the low infiltration rate. Therefore,

high suitability rank was assigned to sandy loam while bare rock

was given a low suitability rank. Moreover, soil act as a purifier

when surface water infiltrates into the aquifer. Areas devoid of

soil cover are unsuitable for implementing the MAR methods,

as the absence of soil cover poses a significant risk of

contamination. This risk grows further in the case of karstic

aquifers, where water filtration is virtually non-existent.

However, regions devoid of soil cover are included in the

suitability mapping process since purification happens when

water infiltrates through rocks, not just soil.

The drainage density and its pattern are regulated by

surface geology and are therefore considered a significant

indicator of surface runoff and infiltration

(Gnanachandrasamy et al., 2018). The drainage density of

the study area was classified into five categories, i.e., low (1–2),

moderate (2–3), and high (>3) (Figure 4E). High drainage

density is associated with low permeability, reducing

infiltration, and increasing surface runoff. Therefore, areas

with high drainage density were assigned a high rank

(suitability score for MAR), indicating high runoff and low

infiltration, and are considered least suitable for MAR.

Contrarily, a high score was assigned to low drainage

density areas, indicating high suitability for MAR.

Rainfall is the most dominant factor that influences

subsurface recharge. Areas with high rainfall are considered

highly suitable for MAR due to the large amount of water

available for groundwater recharge. The rainfall criterion map

of the study area was classified into three categories: low

(200–215 mm), medium (215–230 mm), and high rainfall

(230–250 mm) (Figure 4F). High rainfall is observed in the

South-Western part of the study area, indicating high

suitability for MAR. Other important parameters to be

considered are the duration and intensity of rainfall; a

prolonged period of 30 mm has a more significant effect on

recharge than a brief 60 mm rainfall period.

FIGURE 5
MAR suitability map of Kuchlak Sub-Basin, Balochistan, Pakistan.
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3.3 Assessment of MAR suitability map

The final suitability map was used to delineate the regions

suitable for MAR implementation by combining different

criterion maps using GIS-MCDA. The suitability map was

classified into five categories, i.e., very high, high, moderate,

low, and very low (Figure 5). The final suitability map reveals

that the highest MAR suitability in the Kuchlak basin covers

the south and western part of the region. About 45% of the

study area falls in the very high-high, 33% moderate, and

17% low-very low MAR suitability zone. The unsuitable

zones contribute only 5% of the total study area The

spatial distribution of the suitability zones typically

demonstrates a mirror reflection of the significant

contributing factors. The unsuitable zones are mainly

concentrated in the Southeastern part, reflecting the urban

constraint mapping. Similarly, the North and Northwestern

part’s unsuitable zones correspond to the slope constraint for

steeper topography. The North and Eastern part shows

relatively low MAR suitability due to the steeper slopes

and presence of mixed shale and sandstone (geology),

which are the major contributing criteria for MAR.

This study aims to provide a broad recommendation on

the suitability of the Kuchlak sub-basin for MAR

implementation, and it did not target any specific user

group i.e., domestic, agriculture, and industrial (detail

studies are required for each user group). However, the

availability of data on the water table depth, lineament

density in the case of fractured limestone, and precise

information on the hydraulic conductivity of the soil will

be critical for creating high-resolution MAR suitability maps

at the local scale. In addition, data on water usage can further

enhance the map, as the required water quality for drinking,

agriculture, and industry varies significantly. Finally, while

mapping the suitability of MAR is one component,

socioeconomic factors such as cost, land requirements,

expertise, and public acceptability all contribute to the

success of MAR. By increasing the number of criteria, the

accuracy of the MAR suitability map increases, but the data

availability also influences it. Therefore, due to the data

limitations and scope of the current study, the above

parameters were not included in MAR suitability mapping.

4 Conclusion

The population growth and development of agriculture

have put growing stress on groundwater resources, resulting

in the overexploitation of groundwater. In Balochistan, the

water table is declining rapidly due to intensive pumping.

There is an urgent need to address this issue using MAR

methods. In this study, the identification of appropriate

MAR techniques and delineation of suitable MAR sites

were performed using INOWAS and GIS-MCDA,

respectively. The most suitable MAR techniques

recommended by INOWAS include Trenches, flooding

and ditches and furrows. The leaky dam MAR technique

is also included as it is widely applied in many areas of

Baluchistan though INOWAS does not suggest this method.

For suitability analysis a total of six criteria, such as geology,

land cover, soil, slope, rainfall, and drainage density, were

used in this study. The MIF method was used to assign the

weight to different criteria, and the highest weight was

assigned to geology as it has a major influence on water

infiltration. The final MAR suitability map was developed by

overlaying all criterion maps based on the ranking and

weighted values. The study area is divided into five

categories based on MAR suitability, i.e., very high, high,

medium, low, and very low suitability. The final MAR

suitability maps show that the Kuchlak basin lies in a very

high-high suitability zone (45%). Moderate and low-very low

suitability zones cover an area of 33% and 17% respectively.

The unsuitable zone accounts for only 5% of the total

area Therefore, if correctly designed and managed, MAR

has the potential to alleviate the water scarcity and

increase the underground water storage in the Kuchlak

basin. It is important to note that regions with low

suitability scores should not be ruled out for MAR

implementation, as MAR suitability mapping reveals

the relative suitability of various components of an

area. The MAR suitability map generated in this study

can be used as a starting point for conducting focused

studies on MAR implementation. The technique and

results of this study may aid in mapping MAR suitability

in any arid or semi-arid location. This study demonstrates

that, despite its inherent shortcomings, GIS-MCDA is a

helpful tool for resolving real-world groundwater problems.
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