
FOR THE RECORD

Minutes of the OHS
Quarterly Board Meeting

April 25-26, 2002
President Jack Haley called the regular quarterly Board meeting to order at
9:00 A.M., Thursday, April 25, 2002, in the Oklahoma Star Room, Lake Murray Lodge,
Ardmore, Oklahoma.

Bob Blackburn called the roll. Members present: Bill Corbett, Mary Duffe, LeRoy
Fischer, Denzil Garrison, Aulena Gibson, Bill Gustafson, Jack Haley, Louise James,
James Kemm, Marvin Kroeker, Dan Lawrence, Leonard Logan, Paul Matthews,
Ruth Eager Moran, William Pennington, Danna Pippin, Ken Rainbolt, Emmy S.
Stidham, Frances Stiles, Barbara Thompson, and Allen Wright. Members excused:
Sally Soelle, Clyde Wheeler, Daniel Keating, and Alvin Turner. Staff present: Bob L.
Blackburn, executive director Robert Thomas, deputy executive director. Sandra
Stratton, director of Development and Special Projects; and Dan Provo, director of
Oklahoma Museum of History. Visitor present: Chester Grimm.

Presentation of Volunteer of the Quarter Award
Bob Blackburn presented the volunteer of the quarter award to Chester Grimm.

Mr. Grimm volunteers at the Murrell Home in Park Hill.

Approval of Minutes (January 23, 2002)
Paul Matthews moved approval of the minutes of the January 23, 2002, meeting.

Seconded by Louise James, the minutes were unanimously approved as submitted.

Treasurer's Report
Bob Blackburn reviewed the Summary of Actual Expenditures by Fund and Divi-

sion. Aulena Gibson reviewed the Summary of Private Funds by investment account.
Cash and invested funds total $2,446,323.18.

Executive Director's Report
Consideration of Long-Range Plan: Bob Blackburn stated that no changes

had been requested for the Long-Range Plan from staff or the Board. Bill Gustafson
moved to approve the Long-Range Plan as submitted. Seconded by Emmy S. Stid-
ham, the Long-Range Plan was unanimously approved.

Request for $16 Million to Fund History Center: Bob Blackburn reported
that no decision has been made regarding the $16 million. Support from the central
leadership appears to be strong. Bob Blackburn asked the Board to send out another
round of letters, e-mails, or telephone calls to individual legislators the first week of
May asking for the $16 million.

Consideration of Proposed Plan to make Budget Cuts in FY-03: Bob
Blackburn stated that two budget hearings had been held so far. He presented an
overview of the proposed plan for budget cuts for FY-03 calculated at 5 percent and 6
percent. Bill Gustafson moved to approve the plan as presented. Seconded by Leon-
ard Logan, the plan was unanimously approved.

Consideration of Policy Statement Regulating Investment of OHS Pri-
vate Funds: Bob Blackburn requested that Agenda Item 5d be tabled because the
process is not complete.

Bill Corbett moved and several members seconded the motion to table Agenda
Item 5d. Motion was unanimously approved.
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Review of Bond Projects Assigned to OHS Administration: Bob Blackburn
explained that this item came before the Board almost two years ago when it was
first passed by the legislature. It has been tied up in the courts since then. Through
fact finding and coming up with plans, several changes have occurred. Bob Black-
burn reviewed statewide bond projects, which included sixty-six OHS bond projects
for a total of $17,105,803. The supreme court will evaluate the entire list of projects.
Some projects may be eliminated.

Adoption of Resolution stating intent of OHS in connection with issu-
ance of bonds for the payment or reimbursement of expenditures for state-
wide bond projects: Bob Blackburn read the following: Resolution declaring the
intent of the Oklahoma Historical Society in connection with the issuance of bonds
by the Oklahoma Capitol Improvement Authority of the payment of or reimburse-
ment of expenditures for statewide bond projects.

Denzil Garrison moved to adopt the resolution as read by Bob Blackburn. Sec-
onded by several Board members, the resolution was unanimously adopted.

Report on History Center Project
Update on Construction: Robert Thomas reported that the project was on

schedule and presented a PowerPoint update on construction of the History Center.
Consideration of Construction Management Contract with Manhattan

Construction Company for Phase II: Robert Thomas reviewed the Construction
Management proposal submitted by Manhattan Construction Company. The figure
for pre-construction services is $57,123; general conditions were quoted at $73,294
per month; the fee was quoted at 6 percent of cost.

Marvin Kroeker moved to approve the Construction Management Contract with
Manhattan Construction Company for Phase II as presented. Seconded by Bill
Gustafson, the motion was unanimously approved.

Proposed plan for fund-raising campaign: Bob Blackburn reviewed the pro-
posed plan for the fund-raising campaign. Projected costs for the History Center to-
tal $54,873,52; state funds available total $48,617,000; and funds to be raised total
$8,992,520. The goal to be raised by the OHS is $9 million. The total raised to date is
$2,764,125, which leaves $6,236,875 to be raised. Naming rights for galleries and the
fund-raising budget were discussed. Mr. Kemm wanted to know if donors would au-
tomatically be given naming rights. He stated that it was important that the Board
approve any names. The Capital Campaign Calendar from June, 2002, through De-
cember, 2004, was presented.

Committee Reports
Archives: Alan Wright stated there was nothing additional to report.
Budget/Endowment: Aulena Gibson reported the Tulsa fundraiser would be

May 9.
Education: Barbara Thompson reported that History Day is May 3. Bruce Jo-

seph, coordinator of History Day, retired in early April. Ms. Thompson stated that it
had been honor to serve on the Board and wished everyone all the best.

Sites: Bill Corbett reported that visitation was up at the sites about 2,000 over
last quarter. The facility manager, Stephen Foster, at Sequoyah Home is retiring.
Centennial plans for OHS Sites have been completed.

Indian Heritage: Lewis Stiles stated the Indian Heritage Committee did not
meet.

Library Resources: Marvin Kroeker had no additional information to report.
Museums: Paul Matthews reported that Goals and Objectives were distributed

to committee members.
Membership: Paul Matthews moved that Brian A. Buswell and Marianne Ingels

of Oklahoma City and Allie Mitchell of Guymon be accepted as life members. Sec-
onded by Emmy S. Stidham, the motion passed unanimously.

Publications: No report.
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Oklahoma Museum: Bill Gustafson reported that the David Fitzgerald exhibit
at the Smithsonian concluded on April 9 with over 400,000 visitors. The exhibit will
be expanded and will open at the Wiley Post Historical Building on June 29 and run
until December 31. The Woody Guthrie exhibit is being extended until June 1. Ap-
proximately 16,000 to 20,000 have visited the exhibit, which includes about 5,000
students. The educational programs for the year are exceeding all goals and are run-
ning about 5,000 students a month. The museum staff has received Smithsonian au-
thorization to conduct site visits to the St. Louis Science Center and to perform the
on-site analysis of the Gemini 6 spacecraft in preparation for the conservation and
installation of it in the History Center.

Preservation: Emmy Stidham reported that the Annual Statewide Preserva-
tion Conference is in Durant, May 16-18, 2002.

President Haley stated that this was his last quarterly Board meeting as presi-
dent. He thanked all members who had served on the Board during his term as presi-
dent for their help and cooperation. He stated that it had been a tremendous joy in
working with each and everyone.

The meeting recessed until Friday, April 26, 2002, at 2:45 P.M.
The quarterly meeting of the Board of Directors reconvened in open session on

Friday, April 26, 2002, at 2:45 P.M.
Bob Blackburn called the roll. Members present: Bill Pennington, Thalia Eddle-

man, Jack Baker, Dan Lawrence, Paul Matthews, Leonard Logan, Emmy Stidham,
Louise James, Bill Corbett, Bill Gustafson, Mary Duffe, Aulena Gibson, Ruth Eager
Moran, Jack Haley, Frances Stiles, Carolyn Renfro, Alex Adwan, Marvin Kroeker,
James Kemm, and Denzil Garrison. Members excused: Sally Soelle, Ken Rainbolt,
Danna Pippin, LeRoy Fischer, and Daniel Keating.

Congratulate and Welcome New Board Members
President Haley welcomed Jack Baker, Carolyn Renfro, Thalia Eddleman, and

Alex Adwan as new Board members.

Election of Officers
President Haley requested nominations for the position of treasurer for the next

three-year term. Frances Stiles submitted the name of Emmy S. Stidham for trea-
surer of the Oklahoma Historical Society Board of Directors. Second was made by
several Board members. On motion by Ruth Moran, Emmy S. Stidham was elected to
the position of treasurer by acclamation.

Marvin Kroeker submitted the name of Aulena Gibson for vice-president of the
Oklahoma Historical Society Board of Directors. Second was made by several mem-
bers. On motion by Emmy S. Stidham, Aulena Gibson was elected to the position of
vice-president by acclamation.

Leonard Logan submitted the name of Denzil Garrison for president of the
Oklahoma Historical Society Board of Directors. Second was made by several mem-
bers. On motion by Paul Matthews, Denzil Garrison was elected to the position of
president by acclamation. Passing the gavel to Denzil Garrison, Jack Haley ex-
pressed his pleasure in serving as president during the last term.

Denzil Garrison accepted the gavel and thanked members of the Board for their
vote. He stated that on all votes he would call for aye votes and nay votes but would
omit abstain. Those wanting to abstain may indicate so by raising their hand and
saying, "abstain."

President Garrison thanked Jack Haley for his exemplary leadership during the
past three years and called for a motion that he be commended and given a standing
ovation. Marvin Kroeker moved, seconded by several members, the motion passed by
unanimous vote.

Committee Appointments
Archives: Bill Pennington, chair, Thalia Eddleman, and Jack Baker
Education: Dan Lawrence, chair, Paul Matthews, and Leonard Logan
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Historic Preservation: Emmy S. Stidham, chair, Sally Soelle, and Louise
James

Historic Sites: William Corbett, chair, Bill Gustafson, Dan Lawrence, and Ken
Rainbolt

Library: Mary Duffe, chair, Aulena Gibson, and Ruth E. Moran
Museums: Paul Matthews, chair, Frances Stiles, Danna Pippin, and Carolyn

Renfro
Publications: Sally Soelle, chair, Alex Adwan, and LeRoy Fischer
Oklahoma Museum: Bill Gustafson, chair, Daniel Keating, Marvin Kroeker,

and James Kemm
Indian Heritage: Lewis Stiles, chair, Jack Baker, and Bill Corbett
Executive Director Evaluation: Marvin Kroeker, chair, Aulena Gibson, Emmy

S. Stidham, and Jack Haley
Development and Endowment: Daniel Keating, chair, Aulena Gibson, and Bill

Gustafson
Membership: Paul Matthews, chair, Marvin Kroeker, and Thalia Eddleman
Annual Meeting: Paul Matthews, chair, Jack Baker, and Bill Pennington
Nominating: Elected members who are not up for reelection
Executive: Denzil Garrison, president, Aulena Gibson, vice-president, Emmy S.

Stidham, treasurer, Jack Haley, Marvin Kroeker, LeRoy Fischer, Jim Kemm, Bill
Gustafson, and Leonard Logan

President Garrison called for a motion to change the name of the Budget and En-
dowment Committee to Development and Endowment Committee. Paul Matthews
moved and several members seconded approval of President Garrison's recommen-
dation. The motion passed by unanimous vote.

President Garrison called for a motion that the committee appointments, as an-
nounced, be approved. Marvin Kroeker moved and Emmy Stidham seconded ap-
proval of President Garrison's request. The motion was unanimously approved.

Consideration of Site Selection for 2003 Meeting
Bob Blackburn stated that several sites were considered for the 2003 Annual

Meeting. Woodward has only one hotel, and it was already booked for the two week-
ends of choice. Neither Clinton nor Weatherford had adequate facilities. The OHS
staff recommended Guthrie as the site of the 2003 Annual Meeting, and since a lean
budget year is expected, lodging for staff could be minimized. The Masonic Temple is
available as the site for programs and competitive hotel rates can most likely be
worked out. OHS museums will host activities on Thursday night. Possible dates are
April 10-12 or April 24-26.

Emmy Stidham moved to have the 2003 Annual Meeting in Guthrie. Seconded by
Jack Haley, the motion was unanimously approved.

New Business
Dan Lawrence complemented the Oklahoma Historical Society for selecting John

Davis as employee of the year. Mr. Lawrence stated that he had known Mr. Davis for
many, many years and had worked with him on many occasions and did not know of
anyone who works harder and that he represents the best of the OHS and the best of
the kind of pioneers who developed this state.

President Garrison presented to Mr. Haley the gavel used during his term as
president. Mr. Haley accepted the gavel and expressed his gratitude.

There being no further business, President Garrison adjourned the meeting at
3:30 P.M.

JACK D. HALEY, PRESIDENT

DENZIL D. GARRISON, PRESIDENT

BOB L. BLACKBURN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Minutes of the Annual Meeting
of the OHS Membership

April 26, 2002
President Jack Haley called the 2002 Annual Meeting of the Membership to order at
2:00 P.M. in the Harvest Ballroom at Lake Murray Lodge, Ardmore, Oklahoma.

President Haley introduced newly appointed Board members Carolyn Renfro
and Thalia Eddleman. Reappointed were Aulena S. Gibson and Bill Gustafson.

Bill Corbett, chair of the Nominating Committee, introduced newly elected Board
members Jack Baker and Alex Adwan. Reelected were Louise B. James, Emmy S.
Stidham, and Frances Stiles.

District Judge Lee Card administered the oath of office to Board members Caro-
lyn Renfro, Thalia Eddleman, Aulena S. Gibson, Bill Gustafson, Jack Baker, Alex
Adwan, Louise B. James, Emmy S. Stidham, and Frances Stiles.

Bob Blackburn reviewed the Goals and Objectives for the coming year and re-
ported that the OHS received funding for an office in Tulsa, which is now open with
Guy Logsdon as the director. Collections increased during the year. A grant was re-
ceived for the Encyclopedia Project. The OHS has committed to raising $9 million for
the new History Center. A fund-raising campaign will begin in June and will con-
tinue until the $9 million is raised.

Robert Thomas made a PowerPoint presentation reflecting progress on the new
History Center. The projected finish date is 2004.

Bob Blackburn presented an employee of the year award and a ten-year service
pin to John Davis, historical interpreter at Ft. Towson, and a twenty-five-year ser-
vice pin to Bill Welge, director of Archives.

There being no further business, President Haley adjourned the meeting at
2:45 P.M.

JACK D. HALEY, PRESIDENT

BOB L. BLACKBURN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Minutes of the OHS
Special Board Meeting

May 20, 2002
President Denzil Garrison called the special meeting of the Board of Directors to or-
der at 1:00 P.M., May 20, 2002, in the boardroom of the Wiley Post Building, 2100 N.
Lincoln Boulevard, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

Bob Blackburn called the roll. Members present: Alex Adwan, Jack Baker, Mary
Duffe, Thalia Eddleman, LeRoy Fischer, Denzil Garrison, Aulena Gibson, Jack
Haley, Daniel Keating, James Kemm, Marvin Kroeker, Dan Lawrence, Leonard Lo-
gan, Paul Matthews, Ken Rainbolt, Sally Soelle, and Emmy Stidham. Members ex-
cused: Bill Corbett, Bill Gustafson, Louise James, Ruth Moran, Bill Pennington,
Danna Pippin, Carolyn Renfro, and Frances Stiles.

President Garrison stated the special meeting was called to discuss ways to make
up the revenue shortfall in the FY-02 budget.

Dr. Blackburn stated that the agency must always prepare for the future, and the
future economic outlook is grim. The OHS is expected to begin the new fiscal year
with at least a 3.5 percent cut, which is about $350,000 and could be as high as
$500,000. Dr. Blackburn made a presentation regarding the current situation. The
first budget cut was $239,000. The second budget cut is $185,000, less $21,000 for
the Race Riot project, which leaves a real cut of $164,000. Adding an existing deficit
of $67,000 to the $164,000 cut equals $231,000, which is the problem that must be
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dealt with within the last six weeks of this fiscal year. A savings of $145,870 realized
from divisional budgets reduces the cut to $85,130. The year must be finished with a
balanced budget. Options are fairly limited, and at this time, the only option under
the Merit Rules is a furlough. The $85,130 cut divided by $21,000, which is personnel
costs per day, comes out to four days per person. Dr. Blackburn recommended a uni-
form furlough with limited exceptions allowed by the Merit Rules. The only excep-
tions are employees paid from grants or revolving funds. Dr. Blackburn recom-
mended that the Wiley Post Building be closed May 28-29. Field Sites and Museums
will be closed the same days with the exceptions of Frank Phillips Home, Murrell
House, Peter Conser House, and Spiro Mounds, which will be closed May 29-30.
Route 66 Museum will remain open. The other two days will be in late June and will
be the same as in May as much as is possible. Dr. Blackburn explained that the Fur-
lough Plan must be approved by OPM and posted for twenty-four hours.

President Garrison said he would like for the Board to know that the Executive
Committee discussed this problem on May 15, even though it was not on the agenda,
and there were no objections to the plan as presented by Dr. Blackburn.

Jack Haley moved that the Board approve the plan as presented by Dr. Black-
burn. Seconded by Leonard Logan, the motion was unanimously approved.

President Garrison asked Dr. Blackburn to convey to the staff that the Board re-
alizes the sacrifices that they are making and that it is appreciated. Emmy Stidham
moved that President Garrison's statement be conveyed to the staff. The motion was
seconded by Dan Lawrence and unanimously approved.

Dr. Blackburn stated that he had a list of legislators and their office addresses for
anyone wanting to make a quick visit or leave a note before heading home to let them
know that $16 million is still needed to finish the History Center.

There being no further business, President Garrison adjourned the meeting at
2:45 P.M.

DENZIL D. GARRISON, PRESIDENT

BOB L. BLACKBURN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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