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WHO ARE 
WE?

Dr. Verena Roberts EdD Learning Sciences, K-12 OEP

Calgary, Alberta, Canada

● Learning Designer - ETS- UBC

● Sessional Instructor - UVictoria & UCalgary 

● Ed Specialist - Cybera (Callysto)Non-profit Open Data Science/ 

Coding

● High School Online Humanities Teacher

● Mom 3- kids in Pandemic (online & F2F)

Leo Havemann, London, UK 

● Digital Education Advisor, University College London

● Doctoral researcher, Open University

● Researching open and digital practices and policies in higher education

● #GO_GN, #M25LTG



Why We Are Here Today….

The proposal for this session was almost unwritten due to the ongoing 
demands of the rapid 2020 ‘pivot online’. The increased workload has 
been accompanied by a deluge of online advice and discussion, the 

volume of which has made it challenging to even keep up with, let alone 
respond to.

But it is vital for those of us who have been at the screenface doing this 
work to think about what has been learned, and what this all means for 

online learning, our work, our colleagues, and our institutions.



(Or, living at work)





pandemic 
pedagogy



ostriches, owls 
and vultures



Pandemic Education Identities
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maybe this will just go away...

...when things go back to normal



free*
(*for 5 

minutes)



this 
is our

moment

For proponents of 

open, flexible, and 

distance education, 

however, this is the 

best of times...Distance 

education is no longer 

learning at the 

backdoor (see 

Wedemeyer, 1981). It 

is about learning 

through the front door 

(Naidu, 2020)

“The time for open to come into its’ own”

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01587919.2020.1825929


what about the reality of

trauma





https://maisonbisson.com/post/on-building-the-plane-while-flying-it/



Don’t reinvent the wheel 
Remix evidence informed 

theory/ practices & resources

Expand Upon…

Contextualize…

Personalize….

Share….

Empathize….

Humanize...



The Pivot to - Open Learning

● Human Centered-Learning - Intentionally Designing for 

Open from the Beginning 

○ Iterative & Responsive Learning

○ Social Pods (Developing Social Presence)

● Balancing OEP (Process) with OER (product)

● Contextualizing Learning Contexts 

○ Finding Cultural Border Crossings

● Connecting with Community- Connecting Nodes Together 

● Promoting Learning Ecosystem (You are Not Alone -PLN)

● Supporting development of Digital Literacies in Faculty/ 

Students (Integrating into courses) 
● Open Data: Bias in Data: Ethics of Open

● Just because we can do something, does not mean we 

should

● Who is making decisions (Eg. Settings in Backend) 


