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Examination of Risk A culturally-informed questionnaire shows alcohol
Factors for Crime among

Indigenous Peoples and illegal drug use were significantly related to
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criminal behaviour among Indigenous Peoples.

BACKGROUND

Existing risk assessment tools tend to ROC Curve - Alcohol Use

ROC Curve - lllegal Drug Use
predict reoffending worse for
Indigenous offenders. Indigenous
offenders are also more likely to be
classified as high risk.
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METHODS

The purpose of this study was to Table 1: ROC Analysis for Predicting Convictions and Charges

identify correlates of criminal Variable AUC Effect size
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questionnaire whose questions focus
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on issues unique to Indigenous
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» Beingin a foster care (p = 0.04)
was significantly related to
criminal behaviour.

* In contrast, adoption (p = 0.75)
and living on reserve/reservation
during childhood/teen years (p =
0.14) was not significant.
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DISCUSSION

* Information on culturally-relevant
factors could be important for
enhancing sentencing decisions,
treatment, and community
reintegration.
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DECOLONIZING RISK ASSESSMENTS

Commonly used risk assessments

* Are founded on cultural values that
largely represent non-Indigenous
Peoples.

* Inadequately capture the of
Indigenous offenders to reoffend.

« Fail to consider unique cultural risk
and protective factors for

Indigenous peoples.

MOVING FOWARD

To address their treatment needs,
researchers need to validate current
risk scales or explore factors that are

potentially unique for Indigenous

offenders.
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