
Harpur Palate: a Literary Journal Harpur Palate: a Literary Journal 

Volume 5 Issue 2 Article 33 

January 2006 

Formal Dream State Formal Dream State 

Ed Zahniser 

Follow this and additional works at: https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Zahniser, Ed (2006) "Formal Dream State," Harpur Palate: a Literary Journal: Vol. 5: Iss. 2, Article 33. 
Available at: https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol5/iss2/33 

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by The Open Repository @ Binghamton (The ORB). It has 
been accepted for inclusion in Harpur Palate: a Literary Journal by an authorized editor of The Open Repository @ 
Binghamton (The ORB). For more information, please contact ORB@binghamton.edu. 

https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate
https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol5
https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol5/iss2
https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol5/iss2/33
https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate?utm_source=orb.binghamton.edu%2Fharpurpalate%2Fvol5%2Fiss2%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol5/iss2/33?utm_source=orb.binghamton.edu%2Fharpurpalate%2Fvol5%2Fiss2%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ORB@binghamton.edu


FORMAL DREAM STATE 
Ed Zahniser 

I dream Basho on the narrow road 
to the far north laying down his steps 
like written characters. He knows 
preci ly every breath relationship 
between the journey and each metaphor. 
His bru h pen mapping progress 
topple a ake glas and wake me 
to hi paperback on the night stand 
and thoughts of how its tight-packed 
quared-off angl might impres him a 

a narrow coffin for uch flight of fancy. 
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