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DECLARATIONS FROM GHOSTS 
Rachel Eliza Griffiths 

Som day I go co Saint Monica's 
and couch the pews: I cannot pray 
co wood. Instead I watch the old 
worn n who have oucliv d you. 
I cudy ch ir wrinkl d hands, hu 
of liv r pot , ch w dding 
ring lipping around their knuckl 
I pray for d ach b for my body an b tray 
m : bri f ach dral of miracl . 

y; u w r not a mall woman. Larg 
and full y u fill d ch hamb r of my livin 
h art with your cudy f d tail : ch mira I 

f miniacur ch pau b rw n h rd . 
I had n c put m arn1 ar und u n u h. 
Th la c d I am c ur h u I c f; r 
n din t a m thin . 'L lat 

ur hu band aid. n ar lat r h wa b era d 
b ch an r in hi thr at. H uldn t v II w 
ch c i h c: a i l n t k eel n ch c 
1 n Id r n kit h n. 

I cud al ndar hi I I i c in ch p 
unttn ch b . 111 p rh t mp ' 

r " an c ch ITl h rt 
num J i l .Id n c li 

11 m r. M n c1m J ch p ll1 

li he nd . rn nd l r 
n1 < t r dr n hin r 

r I h ld ur r m in , cl 
th n t n p und th uo-h O U r l n 
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an infant. The royal blue velvet softened the hard 
corner of the urn. I imagined the one beating heart, no more 
than a pound while you lived. 

Tell me you ar d ad. Declare it 
a certainty. So that, in my dr am and day 
and daily rout , I will not pau and call 
for you. I will wor hip th gro ry tor 
ch ach dral, th y llow ah', and ch park 
not copping for gho t who ov rand ov r 
all out your nam . 
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