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PLATO is the third medium class mission in ESA’s Cosmic Vision programme, with a
planned launch date by end 2026. Its main objective is the detection and bulk
characterisation of exoplanets down to Earth size, with emphasis on planets orbiting
up to the habitable zone of bright solar-like stars. PLATO will study host stars using
asteroseismology, allowing us to determine the stellar properties with high accuracy
and substantially enhance our knowledge of stellar structure and evolution. Following
the successful Critical Milestone Review, ESA has given green light to continue the
implementation of the spacecraft and the payload, which includes the serial production
of its 26 cameras. We will present the status of the satellite and the ground segment
development, and report on the progress made on the PLATO Input Catalogue, the sky
field selection, the ground-based follow-up observations programme, and on other
activities associated with the scientific preparation. We will also give an overview of
the main upcoming milestones in the mission development and in the observing
strategy definition.



