The Islamic world and the West have maintained a wide-ranging and
constantly changing system of relations throughout history. Further to
the extensive political, economic and cultural relations, this bond has
been enriched more than once by episodes of personal lives. Within this
context, our volume contains studies and book reviews, which present
many new points of view based on the latest research results, which not
only enrich the relevant literature, but also provide an opportunity for a
more detailed and in-depth analysis of the topic, as well as the
designation of new research directions.
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FOREWORD

If we want to study the past and present of the Middle East, the Mediterranean, we
will find many books that will significantly enrich our previous knowledge of the
region. These certainly include this sophisticated volume edited by two
distinguished scholars of the Middle East, Abdallah Abdel-Ati Al-Naggar and
Zoltan Prantner.

The primary goal of the recognized editors was to ensure that the book would be
a richly diverse work, both in terms of content and genre. The individual essays
relate to different historical periods and raise a wide range of issues. The book does
not only focus on political history in the strict sense, but also on the history of
relations, political careers and political thinking.

The structure of the volume is well thought out, and the three main sections are
distinctly different in character. The first section is made up of five extensive
essays written by historians of considerable stature. The first study in the block
examines the Hungarian political position on the unification of the two Yemenis;
the second reviews Muslim sources on the Hungarian population before the
occupation of the Carpathian Basin; the third looks at the restructuring and staffing
of the Hungarian Foreign Ministry between 1945 and 1950, the fourth analyses the
career of one of Hungary’s most influential diplomats after the Second World War,
while the fifth examines Hungarian-Czechoslovak relations from a Hungarian
perspective in the period 1990-1992. In the second block, book reviews presenting
the results of historical research on the Middle East with evaluative remarks are
presented. Most of the twenty reviews were written by doctoral students of ELTE.
The third block included translations of four newspaper articles on Hungarian-Arab
relations that appeared in the Egyptian Al-Ahram in the early 1990s. In addition to
Hungarian historians, historians from Egypt, India, Indonesia, Croatia and Turkey
participated in the preparation of the volume. The book’s commendable feature is
its multilingualism. Arabic, English and Hungarian texts and sources allow a wider
readership to gain insight into the publication.

Accept the volume for what its editors intended it to be: a valuable mosaic
collection enriched with new colors, which they wanted to contribute to the
shaping of our historical perspective, to a deeper understanding of the past of the
Middle East, of the multifaceted relations between Europe and the Middle East,
and to a nuanced interpretation of the crisis phenomena. This is a noteworthy work
that may pave the way for further research.

Budapest, July 27, 2022.
Zoltan Kalmar
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INTRODUCTION

In Hungary the oriental studies have always been an organic part of academic
interest and achievements. Although the traditional approach of orientalistics has
mainly focused on Central Asia, Tibet and East Asia, great many scholars from the
mid-19th century have been aware of the extraordinary importance of the general
problematics of the Islamic world and its contacts with Hungary from the time of
the establishment of Hungarian state up to the most contemporary period. Great
oriantalists like Sandor Kérési Csoma, Aurél Stein, Armin Vambéry, Ignac
Goldziher, Gyula Germanus became highly appreciated personalities of the global
oriental studies. The later generatoin of academics have also created a lasting
impact on oriental studies including the modern problems of Islam and the
extremely exciting developments of certain regions and countries of the Muslim
world. Fortunately, many of them go on working on Islamic problematics with
special emphasis on vital political aspects. Among them excellent scholars like
Zsolt Rostovanyi and Laszl6 Nagy have played for many years an eminent role in
academic life of the Corvinus University (Budapest) and the University of Szeged.

That is why | show a special interest and pleasure that the members of the
younger generation of scholars, many of them are renown academics, have decided
to publish a good collection of studies, book reviews and a few press reviews
collected in the chosen topic. Abdallah Abdel-Ati’ Al Naggar’s and Zoltan
Prantner’s introductory chapter is highly promising. The unification of Yemen
enjoys a great interest today and with all probability will be an important issue in
the future studies as well. Taking into consideration of the somewhat important
role the Hungarian State played after the independence of South Yemen the readers
would be curious to see the relevant Hungarian documents of this theme.

Everybody taking interest in old Hungarian history will be enthusiastic to read
Istvany Zimonyi’s review of Muslim sources of Hungarian history before the
settlement of Hungarians in the Carpathian Basin. | wholeheartedly appreciate that
the authors do not forget about an evergreen topic, the Palestinian question. Good
idea to go back to four thousand years and make an attempt to see the continuity
and contadictions of some historical problems.

The propery selected book reviews constitute a valuable part of the volume. |
am really impressed by the book review written by 1. D. V&cz on the excellent
presentation of Zsolt Rostovanyi on the current questions in the modern islamic
politics and society.
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I highly appreciate the brave endeavour of Arya Wanda Wirayuda who
undertook to review a very exciting topic of the age-long territorial disputes in the
Middle East.

Excellent idea that the outstanding scholar Rdbert Simon’s book
,Historiography in Islam” has got a review. Simon’s unique comprehensive
approach is rooted in his general understanding of the Middle East making use of
his exceptional expertise not only in Arab but also in Iranian studies.

Worth remembering that a relevant review emphasises a very dramatic
contemporary issue, the ,,Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam on the Blue Nile”. A
very positive sign is that the new generation of scholars have a profound
knowledge of the unfinished story of the dam that directly influences hundreds of
millions people’s daily life and is a permanent source of the destabilization of a
vast region of Africa.

Very encouraging that the rewiever gives an impressive account of the
outstanding Hungarian Arabist, Laszl6 J. Nagy’s book ,Hungary and the Arab
Region”. In a common effort to show the old as well as the modern Middle-
Eastern-Hungarian contacts. L&szl6 Nagy continues playing a special role in the
joint efforts. Good to remember his other fundamental book ,,History of the Arab
Countries (1913-2003)” which is also reviewed in this publication. I hope it will be
available in both Arabic and English, very soon.

Budapest, August 20, 2022.
Andras Balogh!

! Andras Balogh (born 6 March 1944) is a Hungarian historian, diplomat, and former ambassador to
Thailand. His party, the Hungarian Socialist Party (MSZP) nominated him to the position of President
of Hungary in 2010. During a parliamental election the Fidesz-Christian Democratic People's Party's
candidate P4l Schmitt was elected.
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WHEN DID THE SUEZ CRISIS BEGIN? A NEW ATTEMPT AT
CONTEXTUALIZING THE SECOND ARAB-ISRAELI WAR

Krajcsir, Lukacs: Valsagbol valsagba: A Szuezhez vezeté ut 1955-56. [From
Crisis to Crisis — The Road Leading to Suez 1955-1956] Budapest: Antall
Jbzsef Tudaskdzpont, 2021. 408 pp. ISBN: 9786155559853. Language: Hun-
garian.

TIBOR MEZEI Eo6tvos Lorand University,
Hungary

The main proposition of the book is that the Second Arab-Israeli War was a direct
consequence of the arms deal between Egypt and Czechoslovakia signed in Sep-
tember 1955 (p. 13). In the Epilogue the author concludes that the arms deal be-
tween Egypt and Czechoslovakia generated an enduring crisis in the Middle East
that lead directly to the Second Arab-Israeli War and indirectly to the British-
French invasion. (p. 314) Mr. Krajcsir asserts that the nationalization of the Suez
Canal by Egypt was merely a step in the crisis which began to unfold already with
Egyptian-Czechoslovak arms deal. Having put forward this argument he does not
offer a detailed account of how the Second Arab-Israeli War evolved between July
1956 — when the nationalization of the Suez Canal was announced — and October
1956, but provides only a short summary of the events. While the book convincing-
ly demonstrates that the arms deal between Egypt and Czechoslovakia was a major
development in Middle East politics, | miss the argument on demonstrating that the
deal was indeed a direct cause of the Second Arab-Israeli War. In other words, | do
not see how the author can make the claim that the arms deal triggered the crisis
leading to the war without showing a direct, step by step connection between the
arms deal and the outbreak of the war. Simply stating that ,,the arms deal generated
an enduring crisis in the Middle East that — though proceeded with fluctuating in-
tensity — in combination with the repeated armed conflicts occurring along the lines
of ceasefire [between Egypt and Israel], lead directly to the Second Arab-Israeli
War” (p. 314) does not seem to provide a sufficient explanation for why the war
actually broke out. Concrete decisions have to be made to launch a war. In the case
of the Second Arab-Israeli War the Israeli side decided to attack Egypt, so | do not
think that a proper assessment can be made about the causes of the war without in-
vestigating the reasons for the Israeli decision.



Book review: When did the Suez Crisis Begin? 187

His areas of research include the involvement of Czechoslovakia in Middle East
politics, also contemporary Chinese-Russian! as well as Egyptian-Russian rela-
tions. He was a staff member of Antall J6zsef Tudask6zpont in Budapest until its
dissolution at the end of 2021. He is currently a researcher at the Historical Ar-
chives of the Hungarian State Security, and a part-time instructor at the Institute for
International and Regional Studies, Faculty of Law, University of Szeged. His
knowledge of Czech language has enabled him to conduct extensive research in the
archives in the Czech Republic, the results of which are included in this book as
well. Present volume has also incorporated the research he had done in American
digital archives as well as in Hungarian archives. Although Hungary did not play a
major role in the Middle East in 1955-1956, Mr. Krajcsir regularly makes refer-
ences to Hungarian documents where they can add some interesting detail to the
general picture. The author did not rely heavily on the printed media of the investi-
gated period; he only occasionally cites from the Czech or the Hungarian press.

The book, at first, gives a short introduction about the history of British pres-
ence in Egypt, the First Arab-Israeli War, and the events leading up to the Egyptian
Free Officers removing the king and establishing the republic. The bulk of the book
investigates how the relations among the various states — Egypt, the United States,
Great Britain, France, Israel, the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia — developed be-
tween July 1952 and July 1956. Egypt is in the focus, but the author also explores
how Israel’s relations to the Western powers changed during this period. The new
government of Egypt, between 1952 and 1954, had two inter-related priorities: to
consolidate its power internally and to modernize the Egyptian armed forces. To
modernize the army, they needed modern weapons. Egypt was trying to procure
weapons from one of the Western powers, but it was not successful because the
Tripartite Declaration? signed by the United States, Great Britain and France se-
verely restricted arms sales to the Middle East and North Africa. The situation at
the border with Israel was relatively quiet; there were even some secret talks held
between the two countries during this period.

However, in 1955, as the author convincingly demonstrates, major develop-
ments began to unfold in international relations. In January the Baghdad Pact
(Middle East Treaty Organization) was formed by Iraq and Turkey, under the in-
fluence of the United States, in order to prevent Soviet expansion in the Middle
East and Asia Minor. In February the Israeli Defence Force attacked Egyptian
troops stationed in the Gaza Strip, as a result of which tension suddenly increased

1 Mr. Krajesir’s first book was on contemporary Chinese-Russian relations: Chinese-
Russian Cooperation in the Beginning of the Twenty-First Century. Veszprém, 2014.

2 In May 1950 the United States, Britain, and France jointly issued the Tripartite Declara-
tion, which guaranteed the territorial status quo determined by 1949 Arab-Israeli armistice
agreements and stipulated close consultation among the three powers with a view to limit-
ing the Arab-Israeli arms race.
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188 Tibor Mezei

in the region. In April the Bandung Conference (Asian-African Conference) was
held which proved to be a milestone in bolstering cooperation among Third World
countries. Meanwhile a significant shift occurred in Soviet foreign policy; whereas
earlier Moscow refused to cooperate with Arab and (non-communist) Asian states,
this gradually changed after Joseph Stalin’s death. The new Soviet strategy was to
develop relations with those states that are not US allies on the basis of mutual
benefit.

The Egyptian government, facing a potential conflict with Israel and acknowl-
edging the Soviet opening to the Middle East, decided to purchase weapons from
Eastern Europe to modernize its armed forces. Negotiations started between Egypt
and Czechoslovakia, as a result of which an arms deal was concluded in September
1955. This was the first such contract between an Arab country and the Soviet bloc.
The reactions of the Western powers as well as of the Arab countries showed that
this move significantly strengthened Egypt’s position in the international arena. For
the Arab countries President Gamal Abdel Nasser’s policy appeared as an alterna-
tive to joining the Baghdad Pact. Washington realized that exerting pressure on
Cairo would not work, so the Eisenhower administration® tried to win over Egypt
to its side through economic cooperation, and initiated talks on the construction of
the Aswan High Dam by offering American support in December 1955.

The British and French reactions were different, and their Middle East policy
began to diverge from that of the US. They did not consider approaching Egypt,
but, in the first half of 1956, began to negotiate with Israel about selling weapons,
and by June they did sign an arms deal. Meanwhile, in the US, internal political
pressure grew against providing American financial support to build the Aswan
High Dam. The Eisenhower administration, in the end, decided not to risk political
defeat in the upcoming Congressional elections, and therefore, withdrew from the
negotiations regarding the construction of the Aswan High Dam. In response, a few
days later, President Nasser announced the nationalization of the British and
French owned Suez Canal Company to use the income to be gained for building the
Aswan High Dam. The ,storyline” of the book ends with President Nasser’s an-
nouncement, and the Epilogue merely offers a short overview of the period be-
tween July and October 1956.

The book provides a very detailed account of the diplomatic manoeuvres and
foreign policy developments concerning the Middle East in the period between Ju-
ly 1952 and July 1956. Moreover, a lot of attention is paid to the Egyptian govern-
ment’s efforts for obtaining modern armament; an exhaustive description is offered
on exactly what kind of weapons Egypt was trying to procure, and a complete list
is given on what weapons were included in the arms deal with Czechoslovakia. It is
a strength of the book that it highlights the importance of the role played by the

3 Dwight D. Eisenhower was the President of the United States between 1952 and 1960.



Book review: When did the Suez Crisis Begin? 189

Czechoslovak government in facilitating cooperation with Egypt. It also emphasiz-
es the Czechoslovakia’s role in initiating cooperation with other Arabic countries,
particularly Syria. The subtitle is perhaps misleading because when one reads ,,The
Road Leading to Suez 1955-1956”, one tends to think of the Suez Crisis; however,
the book does not discuss the Suez Crisis at length, but — as | pointed out — it fol-
lows the chain of events in detail only up to the announcement made by President
Nasser on nationalizing the Suez Canal in July 1956.

,,From Conflict To Conflict” is a thorough and professional work, which offers
a well-structured and concise overview of how Middle East politics changed in the
course of 1955 and 1956. Moreover, the book definitely contributes to deepening
our understanding of the role Czechoslovakia played in fostering cooperation be-
tween Egypt and the Soviet bloc. It also demonstrates in a convincing way that the
situation in the Middle East had already become tense before President Nasser ini-
tiated the nationalization of the Suez Canal. However, | would argue that the author
failed to undergird his claim that the arms deal between Egypt and Czechoslovakia
generated a crisis leading directly to the Second Arab-Israeli War. It rather seems
to be the case that the interplay of several factors — the British and French aversion
against President Nasser, the lack of coordination between the US and its British
and French allies, the ,,hawks” suppressing the moderates in the Israeli cabinet, and
others — caused the outbreak of the war in October 1956. Nevertheless, ,,From Con-
flict To Conflict” is a worthwhile and rewarding reading, and it gives a profound
and accurate picture of Middle East politics during the period between 1952 and
1956.
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