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Research Abstract

We have succeeded in establishing an Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) genome- positive and epithelial cell line by the fusion of EBV-transformed lymphoid cells with
an epithelial cells. However, the epithelial hybrid cells (A2L/AH) were nontumorigenic in nude mice during early passage levels. Thereafter, an EBV genome-
negative clone and two EBV genome-positive clones of the A2L/AH cells have been successfully cloned. We have continued to culture these three clones, as
it is possible that EBV may disturb mechanisms that regulate tumorigenicity when cells are grown in vitro for long periods of time. Two EBV genome-positive
A2L/AH clones have become tumorigenic in nude mice after long period of time. The data suggest that EBV may be associated with tumorigenicity in nude
mice, at least in part.
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