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The picture of the Roman and Migration Period of the Ier / Er Valley can be hardly drawn without taking
into consideration the work by Dr. Erné Andrassy. This region was certainly an important artery in the
northeastern corner of the Carpathian Basin. This becomes evident if we take a look at the unusual rich-
ness of archaeological finds of the region. Inhabitants of the Great Hungarian Plain used this corridor
to reach the entrance of the Ecsed Wetland. The territory lying north and east of it has a different nature
characterized by a find material connected rather to Transylvania. Despite it, up to now, research of the
Ier Valley has been in its infancy, which makes it especially important to re-explore and re-evaluate the
data collected by Andrassy. Aside from some exceptions, most of the material has not been published.
Our information is usually based on incompletely preserved notes, diaries, and data creamed off by other
researchers from these.! Consequently, the dating of the finds is frequently uncertain. Despite all these,
as the first step, we should collect all the known information. In the present study, I represent data on the
Roman Age and Migration Period.

Roman Age

One of the few published materials represents a Sarmatian cemetery part dated to the end of the 2™ - first
half of the 3" century:

Ersemjén / Simian - Sdrgafoldes godir (Groapa cu lut):* Site also occurs under the name Szunyogh-
tanya / farm. Starting from the 1930s, at the western edge of the settlement, on the bank of stream Mdka,
during clay extraction finds came to light continuously. Beside Bronze Age shards, Roman Age pottery
fragments also figure in the inventory of the Museum of Székelyhid / Sdcueni (MUZEUM-ISMERTETG, no.
12, LELTAR 592-600, 617-631, 1391, 1832-1833, 2264).

In 1927, Andrassy reported on an NW-SE oriented skeleton (MUZEUM-ISMERTET®, no. 12,
GHEMIS 2016. 235), delved (160 cm) into an earlier dwelling: “On the tempolar bone of the skull, there
are two small round indentations (trace of a mace?). The bone is coloured around it, organised haema-
toma. So, the person lived for at least two weeks after the injury”. (MUZEUM-ISMERTET®, no. 12, ASATASI
FELJEGYZESEIM 110, GHEMIS 2016. 241-242). At the right shoulder a spear, at the left hand an iron knife
was found (LELTAR 572-574) (Fig. 1). The burial was identified as Gothic or Gepidic. A complete gray
bowl (inv. no. 602) and a small plain gray bowl with an indention around its rim (LELTAR 637) (Fig. 2)
may pertain to a further grave.’

! Tam grateful to Péter Sz8cs and Attila Nandor Hago for the archive materials and photographs of the data I collec-
ted. For description and evaluation of the documents used, see Péter Sz6cs’s article in this volume, and GHEMIS
2016.

2 When naming the sites, we put Hungarian toponyms first according to the way Andrassy used them in his publi-
cations and records.

? The latter figures also as the find of the burial with the spear - NANAst 2003. 52. (he writes about several NNW-
oriented Gothic graves), NEMETI 2013. 18.
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In 2006, Sorin Bulzan and
Alexandru Ciorba authenticated the
site. They found the detail of an Ear-
ly Iron Age settlement and two S-N
oriented graves. They published the
latter correcting the earlier dating
(BurLzAN - C1orBA 2007B.).*

v \ Galospetri/ Galogpetreu — Frd-

ter erdé (Padurea Frater): Pottery
A sherds (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no. 7,
: LELTAR 978-993, 999-1005: sherds
and 994-996: stone and clay beads®),
and five Roman silver coins found
by shepherd Siandor Vida on the

« Fig. 1. « Ersemjén / Simian - Sarga-
foldes godor (Groapa cu lut)

bank of the Ier suggest a larger set-
tlement. In 1955, on Andrassy’s re-
quest Zoltan Székely, archaeologist
of the Szekler National Museum
(Muzeul National Secuiesc, Sfantu
Gheorghe) determined the denars.
According to him, these were mints
of Augustus, Faustina senior, Mar-
cus Aurelius, Commodus and Va-
lens (REGISEG-GYUJTEMENYEM 68,
NANAsI 2003. 33-34).°

Here I should note. that when in ° Fig. 2. « Ersemjén / Simian — Sargaféldes g6dér (Groapa cu lut)

1956 the Ministry of Finances made

the inventory of the silver coins of the numismatic collection, they inventoried 42 Greek-Roman pieces
(NANAsI 2003. 37). However, the provenience of most of them were unknown. We know the findspot of
one more coin:

* REPERTORIUL 1974, 73. Cat. Nr. 385. refers to it as Gepidic, and also StaNcIu 1997. 185. Nr. 13B., where the au-
thor determined the finds as Gepidic dated them to the second half of the 5%-6™ century. BuLzan 20078. dated
the site to the 3-6" century; according to BuLzaN — CIORBA 20074. 358. Nr. 184. it can be dated to the 4" cen-
tury. After the publication of BuLzAaN — C1orBA 20078B.; STANCIU 2008. 435. Kat. Nr. 27B. still evaluated the site
as Gepidic and kept the late dating: StaANCIU 2011. 362-363. Kat. Nr. 35.

Their belonging to the age in question is uncertain.

In footnote 3 Nanasi refers to the report of the Székelyhid / Sicueni Museum about the liquidation of the Dr. And-
rassy Museum (30 May 1959), to the acceptance minutes (1 November 1958), and to the legacy kept in custody
at him under inv. no. 38/1968. — non vidi. Mistakenly figures as site Erkeserti / Chegereu — Frater-erdd: NEMETI
2013.17.

[=
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« Fig. 3. « Archaeological excavation
in Ermihalyfalva / Valea lui Mihai — Forras-kuat

Ermihalyfalva / Valea lui Mihai - Forrds-kit: On
2 April 1957, in Rétalj Street 8, at Laszl6 Somogyi’s lot,
in the middle of the garden, a skeleton was found 70 cm
deep (Fig. 3). Dr. Andrassy made a 4x4 m large trench
where “Gothic?” sherds and a small bronze coin of
Aurelius (270-275) became known. The E-W oriented
female skeleton was incomplete, without any grave
goods. The age of the burial is uncertain (AsaTAsI
FELJEGYZESEIM 122, GHEMIS 2016. 240). At the same
time, Janos Németi mentioned an Avar grave and a
brooch dated to the 4™ century found later at the site of
Rétalja (Ratul) (NEMETI 1983. 144-145. Fig. 6-8, NE-

METI 1999. 40. no. 29n1).

While coin finds make the accuracy of chronology high,
dating of further finds to the Roman Age is less certain:

Ermihdlyfalva / Valea lui Mihai - Deréki sz6l6:
According to the inventory book, an iron spearhead
dated to the 4" century came to light in 1933 from
Lajos Szili's wineyard (MUZEUM-ISMERTETS, no. 13,

LELTAR 322).

Ermihdlyfalva / Valea lui Mihai: Andréssy mentions finds dated to the 4" century coming either
from the end of the Forraskut Street, or from the Sargafoldes godrok / pits: sherds (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO,
no. 13, LELTAR 2017-2024), sherds with line decorations (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no. 13, LELTAR 507, 690-

VM'L«(,,/‘(!(J'

« Fig. 4. » Vasad /Vasad

693), tooth of a ruminant (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no. 13,
LELTAR 512), and a clay bead (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no.
13, LELTAR 2323).

Ertarcsa / Tarcea - Frdter Béla-féle sz616 (Fosta vie
a lui Frdter Béla): Among finds recorded as of different
age (Celtic urn, Copper Age vessel’s pedestal) high clay
beaker from the Migration Age (2™-4" century) (LEL-
TAR 641, MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no. 6), and further gray
sherds (LELTAR 1720-1722, 1742., MGZEUM-ISMERTETO,
no. 6), a polished stone weight are mentioned (LELTAR
1752., MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no. 6).

Penészlek: Most of Erné Andrassy’s collection
comes from the Ier Valley. Find from Penészlek is an
exception. The settlement is situated in the Szatmar re-
gion of the present-day Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg County.
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Fragments of a “large crucible” dated to the Roman Age (2"-4" century), and gray sherds were found
here (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no. 19, LELTAR 1275, 1276-1278).

Vasad / Visad: By the adobe pit situated near the Gipsy village, beside mostly prehistoric and Ar-
pad Age pottery sherds, Sarmatian (according to Andrassy “Daco-Sarmatian”) pottery fragments were
found including a gray rim fragment (MUZEUM-ISMERTET®, no. 8, LELTAR 866,” 1528-1529, 1531) (Fig. 4).

Museum founder determined the site of Erkeserti / Chesereu - Paksy Dezsé udvara (Teren al lui
Paksy Dezsd) as belonging to the Roman Age (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no. 4), but, in my opinion, it comes
from a later period (I will refer to the question below).

5th-6th century

While the number of Roman Age finds is relatively low, the collection of the early Migration Period is
strikingly rich. One of the most prominent finds of the age came to light in Ermihalyfalva:

Ermihdlyfalva / Valea lui Mihai - Stanc-kert (Gradina Stanc): in 1924, during construction works
of a house, in the vegetable garden of shoemaker Sandor Stanc, at the end of Kis Street, four graves
were found together with burials dated to an earlier period. Due to dr. Erné Andrassy, the graves were
rescued. We know the data concerning grave 1 from his records. Workers demolished the finds. Marton
Roska, who arrived at the site following Andrassy’s report could make an authenticating excavation only
at a narrow stripe. He excavated three further graves disturbed during the building of the house. Roska
purchased the finds for the Transylvanian National Museum (Muzeul National a Transilvaniei).

Grave 1 described by Andrassy is one of the keystones in the chronology of the period. In the
mouth of the warrior buried here, a Barbarian golden replica of emperor Theodosius II's (408-450)
Constantinaples solidus was found. Other finds: a sword with silver mountings and amber pommel,
dagger, gilded buckle with granade setting, smaller silver buckle, and helmet.® The prototype of the coin
comes from 442 or 444, the replica cannot be much later (ALFOLDI 1932. 28, SEY 1968. 102, SASIANU
1980. 84, 180. XXIX: 8). Roska published the finds soon (Roska 1928/32., Roska 1930.), and since that
time it figures in almost all publications dealing with the period.’

Ermihalyfalva / Valea lui Mihai - Krizsdn-kertészet (Gradina lui Crisan): The deservedly famous
site of Stanc-kert / garden is not the only Migration Period burial place in Valea lui Mihai. In the Krizsan-
garden, during clay extraction, workers disturbed graves. In contrast to the previous site, these burials
were very poor. Erné Andréssy tried to keep his eye on the bank of Méka stream, and when something
turned up, they regularly reported to him. However, despite all his efforts, it sometimes happened that
graves were demolished in his absence. If he was informed and had any possibility, he tried to visit the
site. That is how, between 1935 and 1941, he rescued 8-10 W-E oriented graves dug into a prehistoric
settlement. The find - earring with a polyhedric knob, beads, iron buckles, dagger, strike-a-light, flint,

7 Judging from the very poor quality photo made of the vessel under inv. no. 866, the piece belongs to the late
Middle or Modern Age.

8 Dr. Erné Andrassy wrote: “I took it myself from the mouth of the Germanic warrior” (ANDRASSY 1944. 94).

? Recently Ioan Stancru (2019. 156. Fig. 11.) dealt with the assemblage, presenting it with good quality colour
photos.
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knives, vessels, characteristic crescent-shaped hair ring, combs - got to his collection (LELTAR 363-391).
The doctor himself published the cemetery part and dated it to the first half of the 5" century, because “its
knife with a spherical pommel reminds me of the sword pommel found in the Stanc-garden” (MUZEUM-
ISMERTETO, no. 13, REGISEG-GYUJTEMENYEM 12, ANDRASSY 1944., REPERTORIUL 1974. 84. no. 439, NE-
METI 1999. 40. no. 2912, NANAs1 2003. 53, NEMETI 2013. 18, GHEMIS 2016. 233)."° Specialists of the
period somewhat modified this dating."

Avar Age

Finds of the Avar Age of the Ier Valley are even less known than the ones coming from the Roman and
Migration Period even though this territory cannot be neglected by Hungarian research from the point
of research concerning the Hungarian Conquest Period. Besides a little settlement material, and a single
grave from Ermihélyfalva / Valea lui Mihai dated to the end of the 7" - beginning of the 8" century, an-
other one from Erkévas / Cauas dated to the 8" century, and from Dengeleg / Dindesti dated to the 8"
— first half of the 9" century (NEMETI 1983. 137, 145-148, Fig. 3, 6-8, NEMETI 1999. 18. no. 6a2, NEMETI
1999. 25. no. 12d), the only published material I know of, comes from the site of Szalacs / Salacea — Veres-
domb (Dambul Veres) dated to the 8"-9™ century (NANAsI-WILHELM 1996.). The mentioned finds were
found not by Andrassy, but at the same time when these came to light, his collection was extended by
new finds dated to the same period.

Eradony / Adoni - Virsziget
(Cetate de pe insuld): At the edge of
the village a branch of the Ier forms

/\éj’/ (s z/;/'x:?’ ," )

an island. On the lots around the 1230 W), ’g ; f
island, graves came to light, among i

them one oriented E-W. The man i

buried in the grave had the following Frraao i\?i “ \

goods: a spherical vessel at the head,
a drinking beaker at the left and a
sickle, iron nails, and pieces of slag at
the right hand. Andrassy considered
the finds Daco-Sarmatian. (LELTAR
704-709., REGISEG-GYUJTEMENYEM
48, MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no. 5).
The “lower part of a Gothic vessel”
also appears in the inventory book
(LELTAR 710, MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, . Fig. 6. « Plan of the excavation at Erkeser(i / Chesereu - Forras-domb
no. 5). At the same time, according (Dealul Izvorului)

¢
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10" Actually, the grave found in Stanc-garden is also later: the replica of the solidus minted in the 440s gives only the
post quem date of the assemblage that could get into the burial most likely after the middle of the 5™ century, at
the end of the Hun - beginning of the Gepidic Age. Otherwise, Andrassy originally suggested that is was Slavic.
(MUGZEUM-ISMERTETO, no. 13).

"I REPERTORIUL 1974. 84. Cat. Nr. 439. mentions it as a small Gepidic populus cemetery dating after the Hun Peri-
od; BONA 1986B. 141. considers it Gepidic; recently Stanciu 2011. 367-369, P1. 16., and Stanciu 2019. 157-178.
PL Fig. 12 dated the site to the last third of the 5" - first two thirds of the 6™ century.
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¢ o = to NANAsI 2003. 54 the grave and

’W"VM . further burials found here belong to

the Avar Age.

Erkeserii / Chesereu—Forrds-
domb (Dealul Izvorului): In the
1930s, the locals found graves du-
ring digging a ditch. A row cemetery
consisting of N-S oriented burials
was recorded as Gepidic or Avarian
(REPERTORIUL 1974. 24. Cat. Nr. 90)
(Fig. 6). Under this site name Erné
« Fig. 7. « Erkeser(i / Chesereu - Forras-domb (Dealul Izvorului) Andréssy documented the inves-

tigation of 10 Avarian graves (MU-
ZEUM-ISMERTET®, no. 3). Judging from the photos of poor quality found among his records and from
his sketch showing the situation of the graves, this was definitely an Avarian cemetery, that is to say,
Andrassy determined their age correctly. This is probably the first cemetery of this age found in the Ier
Valley, which is, despite this fact, is still unpublished to date. (REPERTORIUL 1974. 24. Cat. Nr. 90, NEMETI
1999. 36. no. 25e, NANAsI 2003. 54).

In grave 1, at the left side of the buried warrior there was an 81 or 82 cm long iron sword
(including a 10 cm long grip, the crossguard is 8 cm - Fig. 7), and a bronze belt-end fitting. In grave 2, a
decorative bronze buckle was found beside a woman. In grave 3, there was a man with a bronze buckle
and belt-end fitting, an iron knife at the left hand, a red vessel at the head, a dog skeleton at the feet. A
bronze belt-end fitting was situated by the dog’s neck. At the right hand of the skeleton in grave 4, an iron
knife, at the waist an iron buckle came to light. Considering grave 5, Andrassy wrote that there was a
very old woman in a contracted position without any goods similarly to grave 6 and 7. In grave 8, an iron
knife and a buckle, in grave 9 an
iron knife was found (LELTAR
731-747, REGISEG-GYUJTEME-
NYEM 52, ASATASI FELJEGYZESE-
M 106-107, MUZEUM-ISMERTE-
T8, no. 3, REPERTORIUL 1974. 24.
no. 90, NEMETI 1999. 36. no. 25e,
ApaM II. 91, NANAsI 2003. 54-55
published it as Avarian, NEMETI
2013. 18-19, GHEMIS 2016. 235,
240-241) (Fig. 8).

Erkeserti / Chesereu - Pak-
sy Dezsé udvara (Teren al lui
Paksy Dezsg):'> In 1931, dur-
ing construction works at the

- Fig. 8. « Erkeser(i / Chesereu - Forras-domb (Dealul Izvorului) Marton-lot, in the yard of Dezs6

12 T publish the name of the site based on REPERTORIUL 1974. 24. Cat. Nr. 90.
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Paksy, two graves from the 37-4" century determined as Sarmatian were found (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO,
no. 4)." In the 180 cm deep male grave excavated by Andrassy, at the left hand'* a 34 cm long iron dagger,
at the waist a corroded iron buckle was found. I quote finds from the neighbouring female grave from
Janos Németi’s work because it seems more accurate: “At the depth of 1.10 m, an E-W oriented female
skeleton lying on its back was found with decayed remains of thick boards among which four iron clamps
came to light, probably, they held together pieces of the coffin. At the neck of the dead, there were 13
greenish-white beads and three conical pendants.
At the backside of the skull a larger bead was found,
on the breastbone a small iron ring and a 5 cm long
iron plate; on both arms there were bronze brace-
lets with widening, trumpet-shaped endings. On
the left ankle, a bronze wire bracelet came to light.
According to Andrassy, these graves can be dated to
the 37-4" century and belong to Sarmatian culture.
A small handmade pot was also found in one of the
graves.’"”

The find material (LELTAR 716-729) is still
unpublished, we try to correct the dating on the
basis of the description (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no.
3, REGISEG-GYUJTEMENYEM 52, ASATASI FELJEGY-
ZESEIM 107, GHEMIS 2016. 235, 240) and a picture
of very poor quality survived in Erné Andrassy’s
legacy (Fig. 5). Andrassy arrived at the 3"-4™ cen-
tury Sarmatian definition based on an analogy
from Csongrad, a publication in Dolgozatok XVIII.
1942. he referred to in his records (ASATASI FEL-
JEGYZESEIM 107, GHEMIS 2016. 240). However, on
the site in question, no objects were mentioned,
only a coffin with iron fittings. The E-W orientation
(actually rather W-E, that is to say, with the head
towards the west), and the hollow bracelets with
trumpet-shaped ending point to a later period."
Besides the dating, in the case of the bracelets, their function is also questionable. Probably, they could be
parts of horse bits, in this case, the graves can be dated to the Avar Age (LORINCZY-STRAUB 2005. 142.)."

« Fig. 5. « Erkeser(i / Chesereu - Paksy Dezs6 udvara
(Teren al lui Paksy Dezsd)

From the vicinity, the inventory book mentions sherds of “similar age” (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO,
no. 3, LELTAR 758-759, 769, 779-783), that could mean Sarmatian but also later, perhaps, Gepidic Age.

3 Andréssy’s biographer Zoltdn Nénasi determined a “row cemetery belonging to a populous Sarmatian settle-
ment’, only two graves of which came to light (NANAsT 2003. 51-52).

'* NANAsI 2003. 52 indicated the right arm.

!5 NEMETI 2013. 17-18. I should note that NANAsT 2003. 52 writes also about a third grave: “in the third grave be-
side a male skeleton, at the shoulder there was a yellowish jar, and a bronze ring on the dead’s finger”

!¢ Istvan Bona mentions it already as a cemetery of a Gepidic manor (BONA 19864. 153).

17 T thank Gébor Lérinczy for determining the object.
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« Fig. 9. « Ermihalyfalva / Valea lui Mihai
- Bujanovics-sz616 (Via Bujanovics)

Between Ermihdlyfalva / Valea lui Mihai -
a Bujanovics-sz616 (Via Bujanovics) and the railway
gate, on the bank of the stream, Andrassy excavated
further Avarian graves (REGISEG-GYUJTEMENYEM
12, NEMETI 1999. 40. no. 29m, NEMETI 2013. 18).
According to the inventory book, a buckle and three
vessels, one of them handled, got in the collection
(LELTAR 495-498) (Figs. 9-10). They may be the
same as those three E-W oriented burials men-
tioned by Andrassy, about which he wrote that they
came to light from a depth around 90 cm. Skeletons
were in a rather good state. At the feet of a female
skeleton, there was “a high, milk-jug-shaped vessel’,
at the waist of a male skeleton a bronze buckle, at

\ . its left limb a “small black handled jar”. He men-

WW/&“ tioned that another jar was found “separately” at
L4

the site (MUZEUM-ISMERTET®, no. 13, LELTAR 1247,

\ \ s ( /
ey U LT g L 2 GHEMISs 2016. 234).

Szalacs / Sdlacea — Viarboc (Dealul Cetdtii /

Varbot): a bracelet from an Avar grave got to the

collection from here (MUZEUM-ISMERTET®, no. 2, LELTAR 1220) At the same time, Andrassy mentioned
graves from the Hungarian Conquest Period found at the site (REGISEG-GYUJTEMENYEM 74, NEMETI
2013. 18, GHEMIS 2016). It is not clear whether he formed this opinion based on the bracelet.

el

« Fig. 10. « Ermihélyfalva / Valea lui Mihai -
Bujanovics-sz4l6 (Via Bujanovics)
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Szalacs / Salacea - Vida-hegy (Dealul Vida): In the case
of two graves found near a small cemetery dated to the 10"
century, it was suggested that they belong to the Avar Age (La-
KATOS-BALLA 2008. 29) — see below.

Period of Hungarian Conquest

Undoubtedly, one of the most important Migration Period
sites discovered by Dr. Andrassy is Galospetri / Galospetreu,
where he found traces of ancient Hungarians. It happened al-
ready in the 1950s. In his letter written to the director of the
Hungarian National Museum Ferenc Fiilep, he highlighted
the importance of research at this site, however, because of his
heart disease he could not at this time “undertake field trips
to the countryside”. This assemblage dated to the second third
of the 10™ century is the earliest known cemetery of southeast
Nyirség (GALL 2013. 113).
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Gdlospetri / Galospetreu — Malomdomb (Dambul Morii): In 1942, Gyula Cservid and his neigh-
bours disassembled an old cellar opposite of the Calvinist church. There were four graves in the intact

soil above it, only in one of them grave goods were found. Only 12 years later locals brought the finds - a
vessel, a plate bracelet, four shank buttons and a pair of cast hairdiscs (ASATASI FELJEGYZESEIM 112, LEL-
TAR 2418-2422)" - to Andrassy to get money for them (CHIDIOSAN 1965., NANAsI 2003. 55-56, NEMETI

1999. 33, NEMETI 2013. 19, GALL 2013. 112-113, 35. tébla).

Szalacs / Salacea - (Burga, Burga-teté / Dealul Vida,
Burga): Discovery of the Szalacs cemetery situated 6-7 km from
Galospetri / Galospetreu can be connected to Erné Andrassy
only indirectly. At this site he recorded a Bronze Age hillfort
finding here also medieval objects (REGISEG-GYUJTEMENYEM
74).”

In 1966, specialists of the Nagyvarad / Oradea Museum
excavated here a small cemetery of a relatively poor communi-
ty of the 10" century (CHIDIOSAN 1965., NEMETI 1999. 34. no.
21b3, LAkKATOS-BALLA 2008., GALL 2013. 459-463). Besides
the burials of the period two graves (nos. 6 and 9) — according
to their publisher - differed from the Conquest Period ones in
three characteristics: orientation (N-S and NW-SE, while the
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« Fig. 11. « Ern6 Andrassy’s letter to Ferenc Fllep, director of the Hun-
garian National Museum about the Hungarian Conquest
finds from Galospetri / Galospetreu
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« Fig. 13. « Erselind / Silindru - Allomas
elétti tér (Piata Garii) / Square
in front of the railway station

rest: W-E), depth (deeper than the rest)
and truncation of the dead (probably,
looting). They were conditionally dat-
ed to the Avar Age (LAKATOS-BALLA
2008. 29).

Erselind / Silindru - Allomas
elotti tér (Piata Gdrii): The dating of the
assemblage is not clear. On the mead-
ow between the railway and the row of
hills, close to the Piispokhalom a burial
with a horse was found. Records men-
tion a sword and tools among the finds.
We learn that “most of the finds were

lost”. The inventory book under the date of 12 September 1930 (LELTAR 804-808) displays a bridle, an
iron chisel, an iron nail, a small bronze chisel, and a fragment of a yellow grave vessel (Fig. 13). Andrassy

'8 Erné Andréssy in his letter on 2 June 1955 to Ferenc Fiilep, director of the Hungarian National Museum men-

tions a necklace lost by the little daughter of the finder (Fig. 11).
19 See Péter S6cs’s study in the same volume.
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first interpreted the grave as lazygian (REGISEG-GYUJTEMENYEM 60., GHEMIS 2016. 236), later it was
described as a “Hungarian grave” (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no. 11). In the case of the burial with a horse,
dating it to the Hungarian Conquest Period (NANAs1 2003. 55, NEMETI 2013. 19) is more probable, at
the same time it is not clear whether further objects belonged to the assemblage. The artifacts listed here
would be rather unusual in a 10"-11"-century cemetery.

Szalacs / Salacea - Szdllds-domb (Dealul Sdlas): “Opposite of the Vida Hill, between the two
churches”, “on the Széllds Mound from a 9""~10"-century Hungarian grave (it was looted) came a bronze
plaque (Byzantine product) depicting St. George: No.: 1193 and a prong of a bronze buckle: No.: 1194
(Kozlemények-Kolozsvar. 1942. II-page 247)” (MUZEUM-ISMERTET®, no. 2, REGISEG-GYUJTEMENYEM
74, LELTAR 1193-1194, REPERTORIUL 1974. 64. no. 334, NANAsI 2003. 55, NEMETI 2013. 19). For the dat-

ing (11™ century) of St. George depiction, see BIRS 1942.

Sites of uncertain age

Finally, I should touch on the sites that can belong (also) to the age under study, however, it is impos-
sible to determine them more accurately because of the demolition and scattering of the collection and
records, and their chaotic state. We learn these data from the inventory records made in Andrassy’s diary:

Bere / Berea — Sz6l6s-domb (Dealul viilor): In 1953, in the Nagykaroly / Carei district, that is
to say, relatively far from the Ier Valley, in the vicinity of Bere, at the northern side of the Sz6l6domb
(Grape Hill) gray sherds dated to the 2"-4" century were found (MUZEUM-ISMERTET®, no. 17, LELTAR
2109-2121).

Dengeleg/ Dindesti - Ref. pardkia kertje (Grddina parohiei reformate): In the garden of the Calvin-
ist vicarage and on the hill behind the Calvinist church, on the surface and 1-2 spitdeep pastor Kovacs
collected sherds. Besides prehistoric and medieval ones, the Migration Period and 6™ century pieces were
also inventoried (LELTAR 1601-1602, 1632-1633).

Dengeleg / Dindesti) — Vardomb (Cetate): Migration Period (5"-6™ century) sherds were collect-
ed from the Castle Hill, including pottery fragments with “decoration imitating fingers” and ones with
wavy lines and circular decoration (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no. 10, LELTAR 1599, 1562, 1600, 1604). By the
stream, on the surface, a piece of plaster came to light alongside further sherds (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO,
no. 10, LELTAR 631, 1632-633).

Dengeleg / Dindesti: In 1928, a record was made in the inventory book about a Migration Period
lid (LELTAR 1314.).

Eradony / Adoni - Pocsdros-diilé (Hotarul Pocsdros): In 1940, the lower part of a vessel recorded
as Gothic got in the collection (LELTAR 710).

Eradony / Adoni: Andréssy recorded in his diary (REGISEG-GYUJTEMENYEM 48, GHEMIS 2016.
235) that in the old times, in the yard of the Greek Catholic vicarage a burial with horse was found.
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Erkeserii / Chesereu - Piispik-halom (Dealul Episcopului): besides the prehistoric hillfort, where
the stone building from the age of Louis I of Hungary is situated, beyond the rampart, on the southeastern
side of the hill, the diary mentions a cemetery from the Migration Period (REGISEG-GYUJTEMENYEM 52,
GHEMIS 2016. 236).%°

Erendréd / Andrid - Bika-domb (Dealul Taurului):*' 4" century pottery fragments were found ac-
companied by Bronze Age sherds (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no. 9, LELTAR 1514-1516), and half of a “Hun-
garian-type” bridle (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no. 9, LELTAR 1740).

Ermihdlyfalva / Valea lui Mihai - Gencsi utca (Strada Gencsi): Among 12"-13" century finds,
burned soil of a 4™ century fireplace from a “pithouse” found 150 cm deep, and a Gothic(?) sherd came
to light (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no. 13, LELTAR 501-502, 517). A W-E oriented skeleton was found at one
meter depth, its upper part was disturbed. No finds were observed. Andrassy conditionally determined it
as belonging to the Migration Period (ASATASI FELJEGYZESEIM 102, GHEMIS 2016. 237).

Ermihdlyfalva / Valea lui Mihai - Sdrgaféldes godrok (Groapa cu lut): Migration Period and Slavic
sherds (LELTAR 1658-1662), and a 4" century clay bead (MUZEUM-ISMERTET®, no. 13, LELTAR 2323.).

Ermihdlyfalva / Valea lui Mihai: this is the site of “a
small red (terracotta?) mug from the 9" century” (LELTAR
1880) (Fig. 12) and an iron knife (MUZEUM-ISMERTETO, no.
13).

Ottomdny / Otomani — Kiitfé domb (Dimbul Kiitf6):
Andrassy excavated at this site. He mentions as stray find a
copper ring with stone inset from the Migration Period (MU-
ZEUM-ISMERTETO, no. 1).

Szilagypér / Pir —Vdardomb (Cetate): on the territory
surrounded by rampart, on the surface Migration Period
sherds were collected (ASATASI FELJEGYZESEIM 114, LELTAR
1510-1512).

Sources?* « Fig. 12. « Ermihélyfalva / Valea lui Mihai

AsATASI FELJEGYZESEIM = My field records
Andréssy Ernd asatasi feljegyzései. (Field records of Erné Andrassy)

LELTAR = Inventory book
Andrassy Ernd leltarkonyve. (Inventory book of Erné Andrassy)

2 About the site, see NEMETI 1999. 36. no. 25b1.
2L About the site, see NEMETI 1999. 27. no. 13al.
22 For the data of the sources, see Péter Sz8cs’s study in the same volume, in footnotes 2-5.
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MUZEUM-ISMERTETO = Museum guide
Andréssy Erné: Az Ermihalyfalvai “Dr. Andrassy” Régészeti Muzeum ismertetése (Presentation
of the “Dr. Andrassy” Archaeological Museum of Valea lui Mihai)

MuUzeumoM = My museum
Andrassy Erné: Muzeumom, 1967. (My museum, 1967)

REGISEG-GYUJTEMENYEM = My collection of antiquities
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