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In erview with C. C. Kin, born June 2, 1 1 in aye, Kansas . Lived 
in Hays his en tire li fe . In erview by orman •. Mai, on 1' ay 14, 19 2 . 

The fo llowin is a tape re orded in erview with r. c. c. King 

of Ha ys, Kansas. his in erview is bein taped at 3 3/4 inc es per second 

on s in le t r ac by Norn1an • }ai, on 1ay 14, 1962 in Hays, I<Mnsas. Now 

en , 1r. Kin I mi h start bJ et ing a bi of in forma ion on you. 

our name is • C. Ki ng? 

ea:t. 

I . And ou were bo~-n were, sir? 

Born in ays, Kansas, on the second day of June ei hteen undred 

and ei , one. 

I. one, I see. ow a , our educat ion level, how far did you 

o in sc ool , sir? 

SevenLh rade , mi dl o e seven ch rade . 

I. \ ere all have you live? Have you lived all your lie near 

Hays? 

11 Hays. 

I . Le 's see, four father ' s name? 

fat er 1 s ame was redrick ·111 m, his ri ht name was GQenig 

bu t e c an ~ed it to Kin when he joined the ~i f th United Sates Cavalry. 

I . I see, nd your mother 's name? 

t • o e r 1 s na e w s • r aret King or · ler , be fore she was married 

it was ill r r uller, -u-1-1- - r . 

/ 9 



I . And your f ather ' s pl ace of birth . 

N. N/ father? 

I. irnere was your tather born'l 

N. He was born i n the c i ty o f Canishburg i n Dansey country. 

I . In German/? 

N. In German/ . 

I . And your w~ther was born there also? 

N. Bor n in the city of ¼>nus near the Rhi ne , i n Germany . 

2 

I . And you r grandfather's p lace of birLh , I suppose , was in Germany. 

N. 0i:1, I don I c know noching about that. 

I. Let ' s s ee , a , I e,u ess Lhats about it so far a s that a , t.hat form 

of information l:Oes . Now I underst and , s ir , Lhat you llave a ; how long 

have you been i n the barber bus i ness? 

N. The barber bus iness? 

I. Yea h . 

N. I ' m working i n my sixty fo"rth year . 

I . Sixty four years . 

N. I s t arted t he 1 8 t h o f J anuary , 1898 . 

I . And , did you have a regular babershop? 

~ - Un yes . I ' ve r un four chair shops, t hree chair s hops , two chair 

shops , and finally t.1e help bot so dog gone bad chat I j us t run one chai r. 

I . In the early days , did you do qui te a bit of business for t he 

N. ~.ot 1..he arm/ . 

I. No t the army? 



e a when t 1e fo r L was 8 a don d n I 7, l J 

and s ee I was j S C a youn " kid . Bue ha I S , en I ar ed a in& 

was he 18th oi Janu ry , 1 98 . 

I. :!ell ' at ar so 0 OU• rec le i ons as ar s early 

days here in Hay go? i you run cross i r es n C rac s i 

your business? 

.. ell , I don ' kn <J , in w a t re ard? 

1, w 11 some eo le L were ) qu r I owned. 

l . 1! n tl e earl y days it s o [l joi h e 

ifc nited States ava rt , an uffalo ill w s scou t s C pa 

and he served nder a 'lajor arr , nd i u nt ~a 0 . 
·Y fat er was a t ru ecer f r Ll ... i d s 

enl s t din N w o ·k, e p icke up t Lrump was 0 f C 8 

tabl t e e an e w n ed L now i f r d C i e s JS , If 11, 

I can pla t i .. n l e 8/8 1 " I can ive u al erroan C lls . 1' y o her 

wa s a cru eter in he G rman C valr 11 t er an ca l s and 

if someon would U 0 -ea me I coul nn1 0 lay ae erican 

calls . II So th.ef . av a t ut or 0 Si eeks a d e · ss ne ill 0 

L e ompan 59 if t aval as a tru e er. ar a u i ll , 

l re i s ver f ew p ople at ve e im p rsona j l • • :t. cou ry . 

Bu t ~hen I was . youn bof be ore I as n t a be Si ess , was a 

deliv r1 boy or hr . C e U C 1 r sho , n he 00. m an r. 

OOV r -oo Joe Ba a · 11 ~o Bu fal o Bil 's Circus C lina . So . e older 

folks, e we o , ln side s ows an a l Joe as •all and I 0 go 

look a t he L.i rorJ w ' ch w id . nd e g t Se araL e so I went over 



lo the main t ent and Buffalo Bill was standing t here . And I said, "So 

your William Cocy . 11 He s aid , ' 'Yes ." I s ai d, "I bet you don ' t know w o 

I am. 11 He s aid , "No young man , I don ' t ." I s ai d , "I bet you knew rn/ 

father . He was trumpecer for Fifth Cavalry which Jou was s couc for. 11 

He said, "His name was l:Silly King . " I s aid , "Yeah. " Well, he wanted t o 

know if I was i;oing to Lhe circus . I said, " Sure . " He s aid , " You buy 

4 

any tickets . " I s a id, "No. " He s aid , "You'renot buyin~ ao y . 11 So he c alled 

an usher over and they had a three ring circus , and they sea t ed me in 

Lhe center s ection in about the center of the seats and told the ushers 

Lhere says, "Tell the boys when the y pass the pink lemon aid around and 

on thinb and another, that :i.t ' s on the house , this boy gets anything he 

wants." So we went to the circus that way . Firs t ching ccma alon& I took 

Joe Basgill sitting along side me , he was a deliver; bo; for Nr . Hoover , 

:md I said, u r.t?ll , we ' 11 have two popcorn balls~• And pretty soon t het come 

alons ,.ith the pink lemon aid . ·,1e took t wo glasses of t hat , well we 

repeated that two or three t imes whe n Mr . Kir k , Lhe f ellow I was working 

for s a i d , " •;ell wh; don ' t you buf s ome for us?• I said, " lJell you go t 

plenty of money Jou can buy /our OYAl . 11 So we seen che circus . 

I. I imagine that was quite a s pec t acular i n Lhos e days, t o go t o 

those wild west shows . 

?~. ·~11, he was quite a shot. He would s hoot glass balls , 1a kn ow, 

and a wi th a 22 r ifle! but he had real tine s hot in t here. 

I. Oh! 

?; • • nd so that ' s how t.hef bu rst thos e balls in t here . It would 

1..ake a ,i>rett.y 0 00d , take an expert to shoot 51 ass balls wi th a rifle , 

jus t one. And shoot over hia head a nd one thi ng an d a nother, s hoot a t 

li Ltle g lass ball s che s hot u~ . But i was all done with bird shot i n the, 

1 /. 11 
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in the lit le sells. ~11, hat was one t 'ngs. I also I can r emember 

when tl e soldiers left here , w en e For was a a oned . Rig acroslil 

fro e Firs ati nal ank, where i s tan ds now n e ot er side o 

t e railro r C , ere as a i e eva or c ere. d e; ia set 

oded u . ut c.wo cars on . e 

seen e 1 ad u las 

rac by his e evator, an they 

wo c rlo ds o t in ,s r o <'ort, mo 

I 

ly 

cookin • u ensil s and coo s ov s an s u 1 t hat ey had in t heir 

i ng , C lonel ar ess i c , /OU see. nd ere was ano .er 

se away . nd I can re1e e i en i n an y and s-

·ing i to tle de L o sip bac o u / lim . And Lef pla ed 

\. e m c L e ad c ens al l. I c an remember at , nd I c an 

remem t: u en / , you c e an laf · re in town r om he 

ort , Jou see, i e you e~qu in wi t e a e over er 

r. h or 

s . 

e 've been out t ere . 

e e ,as one pace , a long r w of o fi cer's building · ere, 

la ' s whe e 

' her e was 

o fie rs wer e. nd o ay , I hink ere is j ust two of 

ree o t o&a uildin s oved over, one was moved over 

ri eas t or we t e i J al. a · one 's been torn down an d 1' ark 

tram r li es i ne o OS fficer's u "ldings on t 1e sout1 pare o 

o-m . n ere o , ~111s s , a out 14t st eet, maybe 13t street 

ere is o e o (j c r ' s bui 1 din s ere. e firs part y a t 

ownedit r ha it moved o r w s a elderly f eller, a bachelor and his 

aid s s t r i C e An t a t was he second, or thir buil ing 

a , o t of i rs a was move d over here . nd the·r pa rade ground 

was nort o c e o icer's row of bui dings. I can remember where the 

-J 



thei r hosoita l wa ~. nd he· ha a saloon tiler nd e t ol b r 

was dol>m orth and e s of he arade 1:, r oun s , he 1ors ba a s u ff. 

1 used Lo ba er t 1er on er usj Lu ak qu i ea 

bit of pie and cake , •1a e t:!lon ,md s cu.if ov r d ere a d. s it t o t e 

a t.ldi r s. ould uy , n L e early a s t .us i an p i m. 

f 0 111 uss ia e r ~ e r ebular . ussian wa erm lon seed 

al on wit s r aw iles. d c e/ wou 

t y 

b n w ~on ox f ull. 

Sell ~hem o ou f six or a uarter a w a 1 er , puc n e , 

I would ta e baker bo ou o he w , n an oad u a a o t s e w t er-

melon and ~o up t e Fort. nd th s s ol i rs u ul j ust buy 'e like 

1a , ya kn w. T ey ' d thr w fa di e r t.hro J 1..,u r e • e 

cha e. .And we bouL c I m s i x or qu r er . d pies , w 

haul ies ver L ere, d e wen u 1 · e s a. 

I . Do our m her nJ slo tas L ur o .. 1 a out, 

t e caval y 1a \ i;e s o 0 f ur a .. er 1 s 

N. J..11 is , a 1 l i s rave i n wo rk was • xican boi.· r w rk . 

, nd l en aft r us er 's Nass cree , 1e .Fif h, valry w t up i n r ou~h 

t ere and did li t le clean Ob up . n / i 0 h in r eir 

work , he Fi - t. Cavalry , was ret y near a a ol wo r ' . ere w 8 a , 

know abou s me 1e old buildings e re n td/ ' / u e wel s 

li t le obacc s ore l a w s i t t Kr 0 er b i cl. ri g ·he 

w 11 / u kn "'1 l e re essl er ' s lau d / is 

I . es . 

nd t en wes · an t en hat i s one uil in0 n the m e r . 

I . es . 
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.Jell , that was b ilt by wo Krug:er boys . T 1e came to J erica 

f rom German here, and they ran sto e here . Oh , i was a kind of a , 

we l it had a litde of everythinf, , And they would trade merchandi s e fo r 

buffalo hides and s uff , and t en slip those buffalo hides to New York. 

And t lat is 10w l' r . •er ,arried a la/ by the name of Kruger 1 

Germany. d he and my mother were reat rien s . Aid after ·he/ were 

married about a /ear en t!ie; went back lo Germany for a visit to 

i Kru e r . Her name was · uge r before she married to him and no rel• tion . 

d she lo ked up mothe and persuaded her to come o Hays with her . 

T ere w sn ' t an German calkint> peopl ere in chose days and she was 

• rett/ broken Engli sh, ya know . But she married thi s Kru6 e r . And 

m ther ca e here . s·1e came r.o a;s in 1872 , and fathe - 11as di scharged 

a · or t '~JS in 1875 . nd shorcly th re a ter e and o her were married. 

nd to that. familf there wa i ve bo sand one girl, in which the f irst 

bo/ ass e away wen e was young , in fa c . nd en my bror.her, Frank, 

w s bo 

s e di 

rhen between f brother rank and 1self t here was a 0 irl and 

in infancy , and I lived . Th nm er Harry and en brother 

Geor e was bo n. S •ran and Iarrf and o er and father have all passed 

a af and there is just to f us le f~ f the King bunc . You s ee we d . 

our n arae , 1,nen our father joined :.he- Fifth United States Caval ry, hi s 

ri~ht n e as Coenig., which means King . So that ' s how we co e b y he 

name .anz . 'ell, thi s a , thi s Kru er 1i ved in thi s ouse ri ht south ot 

he passenger dept . d ·11 hos e trees a~ wa s lan ed there , t ose 

big trees , uy ,ottie- lar,L and carried water from the court use way 

u,> her in Il J S d wn to a er s e trees. d s e rai sed by and he 



last buffalo c.al f that w s ver rai ed i n Elli s Coun y. · 1a t g. w 

to U1 e a i animal . d i t oul d c e u own an in t e rly days 

t hey used 0 have Lheir ap l e s and o a 0 s nd cabba e in bas e ouL in 

fron l f the st re . d e ' el hi s lf 0 W at he wan ted a leave he 

res out i he s treet . n ' e fin 11/ 60 t t e a nuisanc afld so .one 

ki ll d m. But 1 ot e r, ou ee , t ,is •,r . Krug r a L a ded r ce ries , 

1e 'ian ise £ this buf f-l o al i , and mot ~r ra i d iL , it ,ilk from 

u see . 

I . \OU ld e rade , woul d e · ive tis lndi n --did e eL thi s buffalo 

t .is calf? om 1.. 1e Ind ans o , where did he 

N. Oh Lat . Some el ow cu· it , ;ou know, an 1.. aded i for 

chandise . It was a bi rcan ile s t re 1.. 1ere , ad a li le i ever • 

~•a tra e i e s an n; in or some in to eat . 

I . So uffalo w ref 1 l y pl e i ru l i n tos da s1 

Q' , 1ea ea see e n1 de neJ on t os bu alo des . T e 

u e r br L 1ers inall di ssolve a Lners 1ip . n d F d -u ar , 1.. e 

younger bro he o:[ e o , uilt a s or ' 
,ro er sto~ r it t w ere c.hi s 

new 'building w· s .,u . up ere, j s t recentl us o ene u 

I. T is Ba ain arn own c :iere? 

1'.i t nott ,r e ·11 there . ,. 

I. 0 ) ea ld b e ,col'° h ' s s ore . 

The ol w l I S , .I. at ' s where l,ool wor l.8. e r n a SC re t ere 

nd t n t e t e bro er , w He s t ar ed i tl r ocer s tore 

ri t wes ' a li le w s s.s ' s 1 undr is n ow . ut fina lly 

ed (ru er sold ni s e \. t e b ar ro s. n · t e Ha g r brothers 

so l Lh s ew years la er t . l oover. d ~u- . oover run it a 

/4 /1 
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while ar!d sold it to Joe Basgall which was his delivery boy . He and 

I was t he ones t hat a, and Joe run it there for quite a while . And 

~hen f i nally he builc on the corner with this J ack and Jill store . Bu t 

I 1 11 tell you the town has changed . 

I . Yeah. I ' magine! 

N. ~;hen the soldie r s left here the population run down t o 231 people. 

Now we ' re crowding around 12 , 000, I t hink . Was there an1thing else you 

wanted to know? 

I . Well , let ' s see a , perhaps we might i:;o back LO your s chool days. 

Do /OU remember an ything particularly i nteres ting that happened during 

your school days? 

N. During my school d~ys'l Well , I c an tell you one s tor/ , but i t 

wouldn' t do for pri nt . 

I . ~~11 , it won ' t be in print . 

N. It won I c? 

I . No . 

N. Well, I was in che f i £th grade, and }1iss Andrews was our t eacher. 

And we had to have our pictures caken, out on the steps of t he old school 

building an d during recess. ·~ 1 d pull flap s o( pants , and they t ore al l 

che buttons off my pants. And I did fina l ly find a s afecy pin to bri ng 

i t over and pin it togecher. And chen we had to march ou~. I wanted in 

t he hind row. And Niss Andrew says, " I want you up i n the front r ow 

Charlie," I s ays , "okay. " By thac cime I had my legs c ross - legged so 

m/ p ants would s tay closed . tlell she t ook t he picture and finall y, s he 

s ays , "I t was a wonder ful picture, but why in tile world did fou s t and 

cross - l egged . 1~ I says, "hiss Andrews you won ' t get mad i f I tell you why." 
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She says, "No I won I t get mad. " " l ell, 11 s s, "If J ou l ad as many 

buttons torn o f f your p an t s a I did off mine, 1ou 1 d stand cross-leL&ed 

too . " "'he says, 11 T at ' ll be enou£h out of ou. 11 Then in the middle o f 

the s eventh rade, prior Lo hat, whenever 1e; ad a little doin f, of 

some k nd I always had Lo get up and preside . I ad t g reet the peopl e 

as they come in an d ask hem to co e a 0ain nd so Lor ·h and s o on . And 

I di d that for wo years, and finall/ I ol in·o sevenc g r a e and about 

the middle of the seventh ~rade. l iss Dean was teacher he , -she says 

there, 11Charlie .'' s e sa s , "the s uperin endeo f he sc :iool , t e 

county superintenden t will be here and I 1an you to t:i l up t ere t o j 

desk and greet h i m and welco e mad so forth and s o on . I s afs , 

''t- i ss Dean , Hi s Dean, 11 I says , "why don ' t you give so 1ebody el s a c hance. 

I ' ve ad it in t ~o room lee s o ebody else do so eLhi • . " She sa;s, 

"I ' ll t;·ve y u to underst.imd ha 1 1 teaching this ro nd i f you 

think · au c n teach i t , · u your ap l i c atio i an 11a1be you can be t you 

a j ob next year . " I s aid , "I don ' i: want to t eac it and I ' m oat going t o 

p res ide either . " '"" 11 , " she s ays , "au are." I said , " I ' not . " " Now 

Mi$ De an , II I s ays, II our f l s liv out on the Saline 1 ·vet' . CSL , en d 

theJ drive two Texas ponie s to LO\om , one ' s a r ay and one' s a bay , an d 

the have ,alf rope and half s hane harness . II I said , "Do 1ou know some -

hing wron g with t ose hors es ? " s e s a a, II o , no n par i cular . I "Do 

you noci ce s o e hin • wren wi l eir back , the· ' r e swa back , " he said, 

'Do you 

hem too 

111 didn ' t not ice it u t: e; ' r e probab l a litt:le b II ... . I sai d , 

now wl a cau s ed that? 11 11 W y, " s he Sa/S , "~, at ?" I sa s, " i din 

youn , and I don ' t want my b ack o e ... hat waf . o yo can e t s omebody 
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e lse to do this for Jou . " She s a ys, " I ' 11 give you to unders tand that 

I ' m t eaching this room." I safs , " I ' 11 give }OU to unders :..aod that I'm not 

going to serve." so I s carce d to p i cking up my books. She says , "wh at 

are /Ou boin0 to do?" I sa/s, "I ' m ;.,OJ.Oh home , quitt ing school. 11 She 

says , " You can ' t do that:" I sa;s, " Wlt/ can ' t !? 11 I said, "You ' re i n 

Lhe east end of Lhe room, I ' m here , ic was on the second s tory , I ' m here 

by die door a L the head of the steps. ."\c<l j Ou can ' t ~et from there over 

here whil..? I toe.: down those s t eps." So I picked u,> m/ books and I s aid , 

"Now Miss Dean , 11 I s ays , 11you ' l l re0 ret this someda/. Here 's one b oy 

chat you drove awa/ from school. 11 So I never w eoi: back to school . Then 

my father had me t:,rease pans an d work in Lhe bakery . And 1 worked t,~ere 

quiLe a little . while s o 1 could roil out loaves of bread and buns . And 

f i n allJ one daJ he had me mix up a batch ot .doug11, an ·so pound t a~d . He 

went to s tep ouL somewhere, I guess to geL a boLtle of beer . Ano he 

cvme back and I said , "Dad , 11 I s aid , ''do you know whaL i t takes to make a 

baker , /OU know. " He said , 11No . " I said, 1'A sciff back and a poor mind , 

and I ' m noc baking . I ' m not working in a bakery no mo1.e . " "well , you ' re 

0 olng back Lo scnool." I s aid , " t-lo , I 'm not . I ' m go,ing t:o work for Schereck. 

I ' m goin0 down to Lhe grocery bus iness and I ' m goin 0 to learn the meat 

L\l s iness . Learn how LO bu t e ller and cut. up meal and do t.hat . " So 1 

worked for him up undl I went i nto <.he barber busin ess . Now t hat ' s 

how I happened to t,uit s c1ool . But Mi ss Dean , it boLherec1 her a who le 

loL . She quic teachinh . She went to Oklahoma to take care OL her b r other's 

children , her broL1er , her sisler-in-law had died. And f . nally sne got 

down sick and she prajed Lhe k.rd co save her lonJ enough to make it al l 
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right wi t h me for what s he had done . t-.ell , I f or got all ab out i c . I was 

r unning a s nop of my own , and I happened tQ go p11s t and she wa s setting 

there in a buggy and her sis ter . An d b y t ne way a t that c ime Lne1 lived 

right a cross the s t reet f rom us here . So s he was s t aJing with her s i s t e r . 

I was passing chem, coming home , and her sist er says, " Charli e , just a 

minute . 11 She saJ s , ' '1-iarie wan t s co see you." That was haraar , we called 

her . And sne told me tnat ane ha<l prayed chat she would be able co see 

me and make bood for driving me away from school . I sai d, " Well , I'm 

doing all right . " I s ays, "I have a good home , I'm married . I have a 

good wi fe and I have two childr en . 11 And I saJ s, 11 'I<.~ ' re ge t t ing along 

f ine . " I s ays, "The r e I s one thing chat you can do, t o makt.:! it "ood . 

You ' re s taying witn Jour s iscer across 1.:he s treet , and I wan..: /OU to come 

over and meet my wi fe an d my two kids." An d they become greac f riends . 

Hue Miss Dean t old me, she says, "Any t ime you want and need ant money, 

she was wealthy, you need anf mone/ , wire me ac mJ expense and I ' ll wi r e 

back to /OU . I ' 11 do anything to s 4uare for drivini; you awa/ from school . 11 

t;ell , I s ays, 11I t ' s all over now, " I says , I ' m making i t all right . " 

But s he c,9 t acquainLed with the f olks here , and boy they got quite 

frien dl y . 

I. ·~11 , I don ' t know, i t s eems to me t hat perhaps in , in your 

barbering business fou run across s ome pretty Lall sLori es . An d do you 

happ e n t o remember any o f ~hes e tal l s tories, s ome of these characters 

migh t hav e c old? 

N. The1 ' re not , 1 wuuldn ' t let them ta.k an/ o f this spicy s t u ff in 

the shop . 
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I. '-.'ell, I mean oh, about. the weather, tou know how bad a storm wa s 

or somethin& like Lhis , how bad the crops were and , or how JOod the c rops 

were and stories dlon0 this line. 

N • .Jell , I don' t know, I didn ' t , dido ' ~ care for this muddy stuff 

in my shop at all . Anybody ~ot a little lon6 and l.,Ot to s wearin ~ ~ I sa i d, 

"That will be enou 0 h 0 u -.. of Jou . It ;ou bot. LO do t hat , go ouLside and 

do it . 11 I said, ''You know that door is open . ?eople t:,oing back and f orth 

and ... ue .,eople on the ou t s ide don' L l i ke to hear that. kind of talk and 

I know I. don ' L, s o you cue. ic. ouL if you want co sta/ in or aet ouc. . 

Bruce Gross , boes do\-m there , he w,rked for me , he I s b een a p r etty good 

barber . Those k1.ds t,1at , I had several ot them that went to school. 

i,,.el l , LheJ si::art:ed c11em o n che shinini; chai r and made barbers out of the m 

and ever/one of ' em picked Up a different occupation. I said, "I t ' ll 

work Jou throu,;h scnool all nt,; 1t , i t ' ll help /OU throut>h and Bruc e he 

was kind oi , p re tJ good with the glove s , I used to have 0 l oves down c hert 

we ' d do a lot. of hexin g . And there was a fel low Of the name o[ Harveston 

and e come in and l1e t.hought he was quite a Doxer. i;ell I s aid , "I don ' t 

wane t.o box 1ou , " I said, 11 thi s kid will . " The y went down t o the old 

ciLJ hal l and Brus·e Just peppered ,um all over and come back and well , I 

s a i d, "How did you kids make ou t ? " He said , " Oh, that bo j ' s pretty good, 11 

and he g ot. kind of smart and I roas t ed him , lilde bit and he s aid , " maJbe 

;ou wan sorue oi it . 11 ·;ti1 , I s a id, 111 '. 11 1..ake 1 ou on." He s a id oh, no 

Lhanks . " man by che narne o.f Srni ch , he was quite a Baptist and Ra y Scott. 

was qui c.e a c:ac.t.:lc man , he ouuboc. cattle . Smith wa s setting up i n che 

chair and t cotc.. uas selcin., on t.he laundry' oasket . Oh, I said , "Harve ston ," 

I said, " i f you hink you ' r e so good and you want Lo pu t them o n , I ' 11 put 
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the on tit you . II So C p t ·hem on, I sys II OU ol '<s f you ,1ant to 

s ee a it·le f n , if ;OU 1:.,0 ti e to wait we ' l l show yo a itde fu " 
('.•o larveston made a pas s a .. oc. and I ducke i wen1.. over / sho laer . 

And co e back and I plasc:.ered hi n ne on the no e an d br ok hi n o s e 

and e1e . UL and Lhc bloo flm all ov r thos e fell ows s h1 t s 

and I er d .im t L ee more i e s and Nr . Smid says , " Ch r lie 

I t 1ink he ' enou0 , Jou 'ad be er ~uit . You ' ll have blood 11 over 

1..he s ere . 11 o I ok lio over to he basin ad wash d iin p an d 

old o 0 0 up t Dr . Lil o an ave s nose set , I ' d ay for· 

11 0 , 11 he sa s , " I a sked for i , I &ot i , 11 e s a/s , 'Jus 1 ti t . r w 

the way ic is . " So I had an XLra s rt in t. ere that some fe ll ow ha d 

lef~ , ere throu h harves Lime and di <ln t call for ic. It jus t fi t him 

I cleans irL . But he , and c.en he as . oing t o f ix me f t er 

ha· , we had a li · le br om maker her e , he wa s t;ui e a boxer an d he was 

;a know, arves ton was . He o t k i n d o f cu t e 

witl his broolll maker . .r.n d b oom 1.ak ~r s l ugge .lm on an lifted hi m up 

on s work t ble an le him la; here Lil l1e come out f it . An t hen 

e com ac 0 e s op , 1 'ell , " I a/a, "Harves t on , " I says , 11di d ou 

come bac i o · s 01:.-ie ore?" le s a i d , '- o , I ' ve cot it.. 11 l.aken out o me . " 

He s ays , "ya know I went. down o i s broom 1a er a d a d hi teac me 

and ~ e i.l , he laid ou so I said , " I x , .I ust w r ' L o any 

or " 
b x , 

10 o l 

I. 

ere 1.s one tl ·ng a ever id s hou l d l earn , i s to l earn how t o 

w to rot ct ui s cl · . ' d ave as h'~h ns a do zen l i ct l e £ llers 

ears o din he s · o and I ' d make ' m put on 0 lov e s for s a r t. 

i d you , you were s ort o f a ~i·1 h r o o r t en? 

. o , I w s n ' t , j us for spor t . 01 , I kne how t o 1andl e 'em, 
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my two children. But I made my son and daughter both box. They'd box 

each other. And my daughter is teaching school now. And I said, "Golly 

it'll come in pretty handy. Sometime you run up against somebody that 

will get pretty smart and might take a pas• . at you. If he doea you're 

ready to do something." So when she was teaching out at Oakley, they 

had a little entertainment ther~, colored boy sitting in the back end of 

the auditorium, and he was making quite a little noise back there. Ollie 

sent back and told him to ait down and behave h.iaself that people like 

to hear what's going on. so he sit down. She came back said, "lo.here•• 

your ••• ?" He got up and some more of th.is and Ollie went back again 

and she says, "I told you to sit down and behave yourself. " And he aaya, 

"So what!" And she says, " I'll show you so what!" She got a hold of 

his shirt and tore his collar open and sat him down in the seat. "Now 

you stay ther9, or 1 1 11 do worse than that. 11 well , the principal was 

afraid of this colored oo y. And after the thing was over he said, 11Miss 

King wasn I t you afraid of this colored boy?" She said, "No, my dad 

taught me how to box." She said, "The vital thing to do to hit a fellow 

is to hit him under the jaw bone here. And you get that first hit in, 

and that's usually what the pays for the whole game, ya aee. And like 

she says, "Furthermore, if that wouldn't get him why then I would kick 

him in the shins. You kick a nigger in the shin;§,-, and he can't take 

that either." so she never bad any trouble with that colored boy after 

that. Anything they had to do, Christmas or anything, ''Misa King 

can I help ya?" She saya, "When I want you, I'll call you." 

I. 'hell, do you have any a, do you have any contact with any other 

around here beaide1 boxing? 

N. Oh, I played baseball. I caught here for nine on the fir•t 
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t eam. I was with a kid wi t h a pair of blue jeans, I was atanding there 

and this friend of mine that went to the circus with me, Joe Basgall, 

was cat cher for t he firs t team. I had done a lot of catching for the 

kids, ya know. I was ftanding there watching the game. And Joe had to 

put his right hand out to catch a ball, and it split it wide open. And 

they had no catcher. And, by gosh, they called me out there to catch 

for the fi r st team. ~11, I got out there, and the first ball was thrown. 

It was a wi ld one, and I had to stop it with one hand. This fellow on 

thir d base, two outs. Boy did that sting! This old doc had some arnican 

and lodin and stuff made up and he bathed my fingers in it. "I 111 go back 

and catch." And from that time on I caught for nine straight years. 

Football, I played with the t own t eam a couple of three seaaons. All 

t hat t i me , I never got hurt in a f6ocbal l game. 

I. They were pret ty rough in those daya. 

N. Oh•1'l played Ruseell one time. And they had a preacher on 

the Russell t eQm, a congregati onal preacher, thought he was a pretty 

godd player. He weighed about 230, a big fellow. On the kick off he 

came and followed up Lhe kick of f, And he had to step on me. About ready 

to hit 100 but I aide -stepped him, and he missed me, and he hit hia 

shoulder in the ground. WI was taught how to aide-step, ya know, and 

one t hing and another. And then the next time we kicked off and he 

was going to stop me, but I stepped on him and I hit him and he spun 

like a top. And down he went, and he laid there. Af ter the half was over, 

he come over to me and he said, ".Are you juat big or are you juat padded 

up?" I aaid, "You ought to know." Every time I go down to Rusaell in 

Banker's store there, and there'• aome atranger in there he, Banker got 

more kick out of that preacher getting knocked dom and all and he'll 
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tell t he people that story . Ther e '• the fellow that fixed that preacher. 

~ 11, we played baseball. I was drum maj or for bands here for years and 

years. Down at the museum at the college, you have my shackle and my 

drum ~ajor coat and my baton. I even drum majored your college band 

there under Harlem Morris. 

I. t.tien was this? 

N. Huh? 

I. 'hben was this? 

N. Oh, let's see. I started to drum majoring, nineteen hundred 

and one, with our Hays band we went to Kansas City to 904 Parade. That 

was in nineteen hundred. In nineteen one we went to Denver to the car• 

nival parade there. And nineteen two we wen t to Washington D. c. with 

our band. That's when I s tarted drum majoring before we went to Kansaa 

City. In those days, the citizens went together and paid our round trip 

transportation to Kansas City and back,was $16 . Had to pull the car. 

And the citizens paid for our t ransportation to Washington D. c. At 

Washington D. c., we played, we went there and played one engagement to 

an old J. R, Encavant. And when we got through, we had to play seven 

engagement s. W! got $6 an hour to play. t,,e took one evening at Camp 

Roosevelt. They had it built out in little camps, you know, the different 

sections. And Camp Roosevelt , Sousa's band was supposed to play. But 

Sousa, t hree fellows t hat was in the 15th Infantry Band here at Hays at 

the Fort, came up and they wanted to know if there was anybody fcom Hays 

that they knew. I said, "Yes, I think there is. Our alto player, Jake 

Scheffs, played in your 15th Infantry Band, and our clarinet player, 

l,Jasing~r, played in your 15th Infantry Band." So they was tickled to 

death to meet those boys. That was a long afternoon. An d,,i , after supper 
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we ot a phone call, could we get together real quick and go over to 

a p Roosevelt and pl ay in place of Sousa's band because there was a lot 

o f dignitaries that came over from the old country that Sousa's band 

ha d to entertain. So we got that job. And then we played in, they put 

on a naval par ade for the old soldiers. And they needed one band and 

through three fellows,le got that job . to be in that parade because our 

uniforms were very similar to the navy un1£onns. And we had one parade 

there, we, the big parade, we reported to work, to play, at 9 o'clock 

in t he morming at a certain place. we was there, and we never ~tin the 

parade until 2 o'clock in the afternoon. That's how big it was. It's 

sun alph.ibet ically, The atates were. We finally played that and the 

band let out and we were planning for Sousa. He put on a band concert. 

And gave us all a ticket and saved a row of seats for us, for our whole 

band to listen to the band concert and also bought tickets for us for a 

play, the ~ ite Slave. And that was the first time that was played. And 

it was played 1n the Academy of Music 1n Washington D. C. And we all 

had a seat to that free. And then the band was in Denver in the carnival 

parade. There was two little kids, two little girls about the same size, 

looked like they were twins. They come running along side ua, ''Mr. can 

we walk along side you?" we like the way your band plays and we like 

the way you handle your, they called it a stick I says, '1 don't care, 

Get on each side of me and go rigl)t along ." And it so happened tpat 

these two kids were daughters of the wife of the head man of the music 

committee. So a, .1 don 1 t know aome how or another aha found out • these 

kids was with our band. And when we went into the arena to play well the 

little fellows ask, "Could you please play a cake walk for ua?" I said, 

"Yeah, I think I can." So we cake walked through the arena with 
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li tl kids ta in alon Played Claud Johnson's cake walk in ---
d just s I was leavin the exic there was a couple of irls came down 

with reat big bunch of erican roses, American beauty roses and give 

hem to me . Becau se these little kids, oh, they got a hand when they 

went throu h the dance and the band played . Oh we did lots of funny 

thin s. 

I , ~11 , lets see, perhaps we coul d go back a little bit farthe r 

a ain. Do you remember anything about the a , oh the social life here in 

Ha s, the dances or box suppers or parties? 

Oh yeah, we had a lot of box suppers and we us ed to have old 

fashioned dances we had, well we had 1wo groups of people the hi h toner 

people that they called t he "silk socks" and t he clowner they called them 

"co t ton socks" , h en you go to dances, if you went to a !'cot ton sock" 

dance you had to show that you had cotton socks on. "Si lk socks" had to 

et out t 1ey don' t belon to this group . Oh we did a lot of old fashioned 

thin a. ~11 in the earl y days, we used to have a lot of good old ssian 

I been to ' em when they had their big lunchen, beer, beer by t he 

keg , ya know. I didn't care for it. 

I. Oh'l 

N. No , I don't drink any. I haven't drank since '98. Not a drop. 

Oh , we used to have old settlers pi cnics, and the old t imers would get 

out and t he band, our band would pla'y for t hem. Then they would have a 

big quartet f rom over at Catherin come down and sing for them. 1 111 tell 

ya those boys could sing too, Course it was all German songs, but they 

had harmony , They could sing. ~11, ah , we used to have a lot of, at our 

hotel, we used t o have a lot of show t roops stay with us, Uncle Tom's Cabin 
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and all them old shows , ya know? Yeah, Yes , sir, t hose days are gone , 

the early days. t-klat else? 

I . t~ll I don't know, you mentioned something about , a while back 

you mentioned something about harvest crews . Do you remember anything 

that you 1 d like to tell us? 

N. Harvest crews? Oh yeah, t here uaed t o be harvest crews. They 

used t he header and the header bars. I worked in the harvest field. 

scratched around the stacks . Seventy - five cents a day , for one harves t . 

E'or the next harvest I drove the header for $1 . 25 a day, I ' ve shocked 

wheat back of an old binder t hat about every third bunch i t would t hrow 

of f t he bundle would br e ak, and 1ou had t o l earn how to t i e it with an 

old straw header , old s traw or wheat . I could do that . I shovel ed coal, 

I ' ve hauled i ce, I ' ve helped put up ice . I was so doggoned poor and now 

in 1905 couldn ' t buy any overshows , we didn 1 t have any money . had to 

put burlap sack around our shows and t ie it wi t h binding twine . You 'd get 

ice on ' em al l t hrough the day , hauling i ce and at night time you ' d have 

t o scick your feet in t he warming oven , the cook s t ove to thaw ' em out so 

you could get ' em on, get those old bur lap sacks off your legs. '£hen 

you ' d put them on the chair, back of t he stove , so t hey could dry so 

you could use them t he next morning . i-.~ got all SO cent s a day from day -

light to dark. 

I. Back in 1905 now were these hard times for everybody or were t hey 

depression times or waat? 

N. They were just hard times . Just hard t ime. . The only picture 

since then was about as big as the whole house , yo11 know. I've shoveled 



21 

coal , J ohn Shaffer and I , but that was before , be fore I went into the 

bakery. I ' ve had this , before I worked for Schereck i t wa s . J ohn Shaffer 

and I, we shovel ed al l t he coal for Treeky Shaffer, Yost 's Mill , Har old'• 

Mill , Ike Zeigler, and swabs. 1Je got a dol l ar a carload, cour se the cara 

weren ' t as bi g then as they are no'W, t hey were 28 f oot cars. I f you get 

a fla t car that was all right. You coul d start at one end, ya know, and 

have it s hovel ed into the shoot , ya see , then you could move t he c ar. But 

in a box car you had t o walk. And w~ got a dollar a car . The most: money 

we got out of a car of coal was 60 cents a piece. Twenty- two ton o f 

nut - coal . The f i r st third of t he c ar by the door , t hat was all right, 

that would go easy, but w.1en Jou walk with nut -coal back and forth you 

had to shovel a lot. If your shovel would push i t forward why you had 

t o shovel it over again. So the on l y t hing to do was to pick up your 

shove l and carry i t in all . got a dolla r a carload. And a dallar 

was big , awful big. You could, those days you could buy three packages 

of Lyons coffee or Arbuckle ' s coffe fo r a quarter . If /Ou bought a 

dollar ' s worth, you got 13 pounds. You would go over to a car with this 

dol l ar . You could buy a bushel of apples. You could buy a bushel of 

potatoes. You could buy a bushel basket full of cabbage . Or it you dfdn 1t 

want that , you woul d go to the grocery s tore and buy a three pound of 

Lyons coffee and quarter 's worth of sugar out of a doll ar. And 1ou 

can ' t do that now. 

I. That 's for sure. 

N. Oh, I've s een pl enty of hard t imes . I did a l i t tle of ever y-

thing before I finally settled down. I worked for old Tom Shereck there. 

le gave me 50 cents a day. I was from earl y morni ng until 10 o'clock at 
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ni ght . And on Sunday you had to go out wl t h him and buy few cattle and 

dr ,ive them in . Sometimes you get in at midni ght an d sometimes a littl e 

later. And I, whe n I worked f or him, well, my morni ng 's work was to, 

didn 't have telephones in those days , my morning 's work was to go up to 

his house , curry t he horses, clean out the b arn, feed t hem and harness 

them. And hitch one old horse up front to the delive r y wagon . Get i t 

out of the yard. Had to go do:wn to the store itself without a dri ver . 

And you had to back up your wagon to the icehouse and fill this wagon 

with ice that you put up last winter, and milk two cows. And by t he 

time you got through with that, you wen t to the house. And they gave 

you your breakfas t consisting of a couple of old burnt s t r ips of bacon 

and one egg and some baking powder biscuits that were made the day 

before. They were so hard you could throw them through a brick wall. 

And black coffee. Oh , you had pl enty of cream. Milked two cows, but you 

never had milk until after your breakfast. Then you come downtown and 

you unloaded, you hitched up this team, all this ice down. Unloaded and 

put it in the refrigerator. Then you went around town and took orders 

for the grocery s tor e . You go up in the north part of town and write it 

down in a little book, ge t the north part run over. Then you come, leave 

the book at the store. Then you take the south part of the town. And 

while you ' re getting the orders down there, they ' d have the north's order• 

ready. Then you 'd have to deliver those . And when you got those deli vered, 

they' d have t he south's. Then you 'd have to deliver those . Then you had 

to take this spring wagon and t eam and go down there two mile s, a little 

down ther e back where that picture shows there, t hat ol d buil ding. The 

stuff that was butchered th.e night before, we ' d have to load up . Had a 
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canope to put in the wagon. You'd load your meat and atuff Qn that and 

back it up to the slaughter house door. Take the team off and put them 

on the corn grinder, and grind about two oD three grain sacks full of 

corn chow. And put out in the feed troughs where some old toothless cows 

that they had outtbere, ya know, they'd lap it up, you had to get it real 

fine. Then you have to put some water in the troughs for the hogs to drink, 

you know. T_hey waa a trough there big enough for the cattle too. But 

when you was all done, you had to put out aome alfalfa out for these old 

toothless cows. They had a little alfalfa and hay mixed and weeds and 

everything else. · And then you come to town. And then you counted out 

egga. And then you take eggs for groceries and stuff, you know. The first 

few eggs were awful light, but when you handled and pac~ed them in cases, 

about ten caaes, they got pretty heavy. And you done that for 50¢ a day. 

And old Kerrick got a little bit too much to drink and felt pretty good, 

he'd, he'd give you an extra 50¢ on your week's wages or $4 q week. And 

that looked as big as a house. tllat other stuff you got there? Any-

thing else? 

I. well, I can't, I canwt really think 0f anything else that I 

planned to ask you. Can you remember any tall, tall stories is what I'm 

after? I mean you know, about oh, in this one book we had at school. We 

had a story about some old Swede down here, you know. He was just a make-

believe character, but this one farmer tells about him all the time, you 

know. And makes you feel, aeema just like he1 a .alive. Thia ia what I 

mean by tall stories. And a I wondered if you ran across any characters 

that ever told real tall stories like that. About how many big fiah they 

got or something like that. 



N. Oh, I never was nuch of a story teller. I listened to them. 

I. Ya, that 's the way I am. I can listen to stories. I can't 

remember them too well. 
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N. Oh, there was lot s of thinga that happen. You take the doctor~ 

today, t hey don't have it like the old timers did. They have, well they 

had to go out in the com count r y with a team. And snowy s torms and 

everything. And now if you're sick, you come co a hospical, get in the 

best way you can and we'll t ake care of you there. 

I. You ever hear anything particular about theae old time doctors? 

N. To my notion they were pretty darn good doctors for their time. 

Of course, i t 's not up to where they are today, but they've done a lot 

of wonderful works:. Doctor Middlecall used to go out, and he had a cart 

and a bay horse that he drove. He'd put on a big robe and get a soap 

atone and heat it and put it so his feet would be warm and then go out 

in the country in the storm to take care of the people . And on the way 

back home, he could let, the old horae knew what to do, he'd just go to 

sleep. And the old horse, first thing you know, be out here stopped in 

front of the stable door waiting for old doc t o wake up . That was pretty 

rough going for those old timers. But they went, they went_. ~11 • • • 

I. I believe that will just about do i t , Mr. King . And I certainly 

thank you. 
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I: Mai, Norman 

N: C. C. King 
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I n terview wi t h C . C. King , born June 2, 1881 in Hay s, Kansas . Lived 
i n Hays his entire l ,lfe . Interview by Norman E . Mai, on Ma y 14, 1 962 . 

I . The followin g is a tap e reco r ded int erview with Mr . C . C. King 

o f Ha ys, Kansas . Th:l s int erview is b e ing t ap ed at 3 3/4 inches p er second 

on single trac k b y Norman E . Mai , on May 14, 1962 in Hays, Kansas . Now 

t hen, Mr . King , I mi ght start by getting a bi t o f information on you . 

Your name is C. C. K:i.ng? 

N. Yeah . 

I . And you were? born where, sir? 

N. Born in Hayi3 , Kansas, on the second day of June eighteen hundred 

and eighty one . 

r . Ei gh ty one , I see. Now a , your educat ion level , how f ar did you 

go in school , sir? 

N. Sevent h grade, middle o f the seventh grade . 

I. Where all have you liv ed? Have you lived all your li f e near 

Hay s? 

N. All Hays. 

I . Le t ' s see , your f a ther ' s name? 

N. My f a t her I s name was Fredrick William, his right name was Goeni g 

but ne c nan ged it to King when he j oined t he Fi f th Un i ted States Caval r y . 

I . I see , a n d .f our mot her I s name? 

N. Mot her 's name was Margaret King o r Mi l ler, be fore s he was married 

i t was Miller or Muller, M-u -1 -1-e - r . 



I . And your father ' s place of birth. 

N. Ny father? 

I . Where was your f ather born? 

N. He was born in the city of Canishburg in Dansey country . 

I. In Germany? 

N. In German/ . 

I. And your motner was born there al so? 

N. Born in the city of Y,brms near the Rhine , in Germany . 
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I . And your grandfather ' s place of birth, I suppose , was in Germany . 

N. Oh , I don 1 t know nothi·ng about that . 

I . Let 's s ee, a , I guess t hats about it s o far as that a , that form 

of information goes . Now I understand, si r , that you have a ; how long 

have you been in the barber business? 

N. The barber bus iness? 

I. Yeah . 
u 

N. I ' m working in my sixty fo'rth year . 

I . Sixty four years . 

N. I started the 18th of January, 1898 . 

I . And , di d you have a regular babershop? 

N. Oh yes . I 've run four chair snops, three chair s hops , two chair 

shops, and finally the help got s o dog gone bad that I just run one chair . 

I , In the early days, did you do quite a bit of business for the 

Army? 

N. Not the army . 

I . Not the army? 



N. 10 , tne arm; wnen tne ore was abandoned in a 1 7, It ink , 

and see I was just a young kid . Bu chat ' s when I si.:arted a bar ering 

was the i th o f January, 1 98. 

I . He ll what are some o f yom.· recollec ions as f ar as t he early 

days here in Hays ~o? Did you run across any in eres ing characters in 

1our bus i ness? 

11 , I don't know, in w at reg ard? 

I . O, well some people ta were perhaps quite ta ous or renowne . 

N. 0 In the early days it so na2 ened Lhat my fat er joined the 

Fift United States Cavalry, and Bu ffalo Bill was scou for i s company 

and he served under a Ma jor Carr, and Li eu tnant Eaton . He was a trumpet er . 

y fat er was a trum)eter or t e Fift United States aval r y . i- en ne 
, 

cnli s ced in Neu Yor , he pi c ked u, 1.. he t rump e t t at was on the office s 

t able tnere and he wanted LO know if e dared t o play i He s ays , " 11 , 

I can play it 11 e says, "I can give you all t e German calls . My brother 

wa s a trumpeter in the Germ n Cavalr . 1 know all c· e German calls and 

i f s omeone would ucor me or teac me I cou ld learn to play e meri can 

c · 1 s." So they ~ave nim a t u tor fo · s ix wee s and chen assi g ed ' im to 

t he Company A59 Fi f t. Caval ry as a trumpeter . As far as Bu falo Bill, 

t ere is very few people that ave me t him personall y i n t tlis coun t r y . 

But wen I wa s a y un g boy be ore I wa s in the barber b s iness, I was a 

delivery boy f or Nr . Ki r at tne butc er sop , and e to k me and Nr . 

Hoover took Joe Bas gall to Buffal o Bill 1 s Circ us ac Salina . so t he older 

folks, t ey wen- to into the s ide s ows and told J oe Bas gall and I tog 
( ? ) 

look at the n i rory w ti.ch we did. nd we got se ara t ed so I went ove r 
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to the main tent and Bufl:alo Bil.L was s t anding there . And I said , "So 
'~,.. J 

your William Coty . " He said, ' 'Yes . " I s aid , "I bet you don' c know wno 

I am . " He said, "No ;oung man , I don ' t ." I said, "I bet you knew m/ 

father . He was trumpet er fo r Fifth Cavalry which fOU was scout: f or. 11 

He said, "Hi s name was Billy King . " I s aid, "Yean. " l,ell, ne wanted to 

know i f I was going to the circus . I said, " Sure. " He said, "You buy 

any cicket s . 11 I said, "No." He said, ''You're not buying any . " So he cal led 

an u s her over and they had a three ring circus, and t hey sea t ed me io 

the cencer sect ion in about the c·enter of the seats , and t old the ushers 
,'""i,'--1 t> 

there says, "Tell the boys when they pass the pink lemon _aid around and 

on· thing an d anot her, t hat it 's on the hous e , this boy ge t s anything he 

wants . 11 So we went to t he c ircus that way . Firs t thing c ome a long I took 

3 
Joe Bas gill sitt ing along side me , he was a delivery boy for Nr . Hoover , 

and I said, " t•.l:!11 , ~ ' 11 have t wo popcorn ball s ~' And pret ty soon they come 
.:t,., 

along wit h the pink lemon aid . We took t wo glasses of that , wel l we 

repeated t hat t wo or three times when Mr . Kirk, the fellow I was working 

for said, " Well why don ' t you bu y some f or us? 111 I said, " Well you got 

plen ty of money you can buy your own ." So we seen t he circus . 

I . I imagi ne that was qui te a s pec t acular in those days, to go to 

those wi l d west shows. 

N. Well, he was qui te a s hot. He would s hoot glass balls, ya know, 

and a with a 22 r i f le but he had real fine s hot in there . 

I. Oh! 

N. And so that 's how the y burs t thos e ball s in there. It would 

take a pretty good , take an exp e rt t o s hoo t glass ball s wi th a rifle, 

j ust one . And s hoot over his head and one thing and anot her , shooL at 

little bl ass b a ll s the shot up . Bu t it was all done wit h bird shot 1n the , 



in the little shells. Well, that was one tings . I al s o I can renember 

when the soldiers le t nere , when the Port was abandoned . ght across 

from t e Firs t National Bank , were i stands now on the o her side of 

t e railroad rack, t · ere was a big elevator chere . And they had se · 

out two cars on the sicte track by this e eva·or, and the y loaded up . I 

seen them load up tne l a st two carloads of tnings from the Fort , mos ly 

cookin3 utensils and coo s toves and stuff ike that they had in tneir 

mess kite en, you see . An tent ere was ano er thing , Colonel Yarg 

pas sed away. And I can remember how t e fifteenth infancry band es -

corting into the depo to shi him bac to bury 1im . And tney played 

t e mare, t e dead march ends a 1. I can remember · a, and I can 

remember when they, you could hear the Dand plaf ere in t own f rom t e 

Fore , you see . re you acqu inted wi 

I. The art? 

N . Yes . 

I , Yea , I've been out t ere . 

the p ace over ere? 

T1ere was one place, a long row of officer's bu ilding th re , 

~ac' s w,ere t e officers were . And oday, It ·nk there i s jus t two of 

'em . There was three of those buildings moved over, one was moved over 

ri ght eas t or west of t · e city tall . T a one' s b een orn dowi: and Nark 

Stromar lives in one of those o fficer ' s buildi n gs on t e sou t part of 

own . And over here on , hi s is lbth , about 14t street , maybe 13t s tree t 

there is one o the officer's building s there . The fir s t party tac 

wnedit or ad it moved over was an elderly feller , a bachelor and s 

old maid s i s ter live there . And tat was the secon d , or third building 

that , of te officers that was moved over here . And their parade g rou nd 

was n rth of the of f icer's row f buildings. I can remember where the 
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their ospi t al was . And t ey ha a saloon there an ten the old barns 

was down north anct eas t of the parade groun s, t e orse barns and stuff. 

And a we used to bather mot her on er balery. used to take quite a 

bit of ie and c ake , wa ermelon and stuff over t here an sell it to t e 

so dier s . We could buy , in the early dafs there, t e uss ians planted 

the regul ar ussian watermelon seed t hat they broug t f rom Russia here 

along with s traw p iles . d t ey would ring t em double wagon box f ull . 

Sell them to you f or s ix for a quar ter and we ' d t a e 'em, put 'em in ne , 

I would take baker box out of t e wagon an d loa up a load of t hes e wa er-

melon and go up tote Fort. nd t,os e s oldiers would jus t buy 'em up like 

tat , ya know. T et'd hrow ya a dime or trow ya a uarter, keep the 

change . And we bough 'em six for a uarter . And pies, mt gos h , we'd 

haul pies over t1ere , and t1ey went out like hot cakes and buns. 

I . Do you remember an y s t or~es that your father used t o t el l abou · 

the c avalry? a t were some o f your fa t ber 1 s experiences? 

N. No . All hi s, all hi s t r aveling work was Mexican border woLk, 

And then af t er Cus ter 's Massacree, the Fift- Cavalry went up in through 

t ere and did a little cleaning up . The y didn ' t do any f i ghting . Their 

work , the Fift Cavalry, was pre cy near all patrol work . T ere was a, 

cnow abou t some o f the old bui ldings here in Hays, you take well thi s 

li t tle tobacco s t ore that was in the Kruge r building rig t across the a , 

well you know w1ere Kessler 's laundry i s? 

I. Yes . 

N. And then west and then that big s t one bu i lding on t e c r ner. 

I. Yes . 
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11, that was built by t wo Kruger boys . Tley came to .America 

fro German y here, and t ey ran a store ere . 01 , it was a kind of a, 

wel l it h ad a little o f everyt n <• b ' And they wou d trade merchandise for 

buffalo ides an d s u ff , an ten ship t ose but£alo ides to New Yor 

And thac is how Mr . Kruger married a la 'y by the name o f Kru ger in 

Germany . And she and my mo ner were grea f riends . And after they were 

ma ried about a year ten they went ba ck to Germany for a vi sit to 

Mi$ Kruge r . Her name was Kruger before s e married to ira and no relat ion . 

n she looked up mot her and persua ed er to come o Hays with er . 

There wasn' t any German talking people here int ose days and s1e was 

pre ttf broken "ngli s h , ya know. Bu s e married t is Kruge r . And 

mother came ere . s11e came to Hays in 1 72 , and ·ather was di sc harged 

at Fort ays in 1875 . nd s nortly t ere a f ter he and mother were married . 

And t o that family there was five boys and one girl , in w 1ich the firs 

boy passed away when he was young , infancy . And ten my brother , rank , 

was born . Then between my brother Frank and myself there was a girl an 

s e died in infancy, and I liv ed . Ten my bro her Harry and then bro her 

George was born. So Fr ank and Harry and mot er and f a ther · ave all passed 

away and t ere is ju s t two o f us left o f he King bunch . You see we had , 

our name , when our father joined the Fifth United States Cavalry, his 

ri ght name was Coeenjg, which means King . So that Is how we come by the 

name ing . well , thi s a , tis Kru ger lived int is ouse right sou th at 

the passenger depot . And a l l thos e trees that was p lanted t ere , those 

big trees , my mot er planted and carried water from the court house way 

up here in Hays down to water t ose trees . d s e raised by iand the 
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las t buffalo cal f that was ever raised in Eliis County . And that grew 

to quite a big animal . And it would come up town and in the early days 

they used to have their apples and potatoes and cabbage in baskets out in 

front o f the store. And he ' d nelp himsel f ... o what ne wanted and leave t he 

rest out in the street . And ne finally go t to be a nuisance and someone 

killed him. But mother, you see, this Mr . Kruger had t r a ded groceries, 

merchandise for this buffa lo calf , and mother raised it with milk from 

a cow, you see . 

I . 1Jould he trade , would he give this Indian - -did he get this b uffalo 

f rom the Indians or, where did he get this calf? 

N. Oh that . Some fellow caueht it , you know, and traded it for 

merchandise . It was a big mercantile s tore t nere, had a little 01 every-

t hing . we I d trade hides an d anything for something to eat . 

I . So buffalo were fairly plentiful in t hos e days? 

N. Oh, yeah! Yeah, see they made money on those buffalo hide s . The 

Kruger brothers finally dissolved partnership . And Fred Krugar , the 

younger brother of the two , built a store , g rocery s tore right where this 

new building was put up her~ j ust recently just opene d up . 

I . This Bargain Barn down there? 

N. Right north of the mill there. 

I . Oh, yeah that would be the ~olworth 's store . 

N. The "1-,bolworch ' s . That's where w:>olworths . He ran a store there 

and then the ocher brother, he wenc . He started a lictle grocery store 

right west, a little west o J: where Kessler ' s laundry is now. But finall y 

Fred Kruger sold his s tore to the Hagga r brothers . And the Haggar b rothers 

sold t ne store a f ew years later to Mr . Hoover . And Mr. Hoover run it a 
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while ad sold it to Joe Bas gall w1ich was his delivery boy . He and 

I waste ones tat a, and Joe run it t ere for quite a while . And 

ten finally e buil on the c orner wit tnis J a ck and Ji l s tore . Bu 

1 1 11 tell you t e tovm las c an ged . 

I . Yea . I ' magine! 

N. t en the soldiers left here he population run down to 231 people . 

Now we're crowdi ng around 12 , U, I think. Was there anything else you 

wanted to know? 

I . Wel, let 's s ee a , per ap s we mig - go back t o your sc ool days . 

Do you remember anything part ic lariy in teres ting hat happened durin g 

your sc hool days? 

N. Durin g my sc ool days? Well , I can tell you one s tor y , bul i 

wouldn ' t do f or print . 

I . well , i t won' t be in print . 

N. It won't? 

I . No . 

N. Wel l , I was int· e fifth grade, and iss drews was our teac her . 

And we had to ave ou r pie ure s taken , ou t on the s t e p s of t e old school 

building and during reces s . r.,ie 1 d pul flap s of p an t s, and they tore al l 

the buttons o ff my pant s . And I did finally find a sa f e ty pin to brin g 

i t over and pi n it together. An d ten we had to march ou t . I wanced in 

t he hind row. An d Mi ss An drew s ays, 111 want you up in the f ront row 

Charlie . " I s ays, "okay . " By that t ime I had my leg s c ross-legg ed so 

my pant s would s tay c l osed . Well s e took the picture and fin ally , s he 

says , "I t was a won derful pi c ture , bu t w yin t e world di you s tand 

cross - legged." I say s, "Mi ss Andrews you won ' t g e t mad if I te 1 you w y . " 

/L...1 I 
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She says, " No I won ' t ge mad ." 11 Well," I says, "If you had as many 

buttons torn off your pants a s I did off mine, you 'd s tand er ss-legged 

too . 11 She say s, "That'll be enough out of you . " Then in t1e middle of 

the e event I grade, prior to that , w enever c ey had a little doing o f 

some kind I always ad to ge - up and pre side. I had to gree t t e people 

as the y come in and ask them to come again and so fort and so on. And 

I did that for t wo years, and fi nally I got in o sevent grade an d about 

the middle of the sevent g rade . Mi ss Dean was t eacher then , she says 

there , " C arlie, 11 s e says, "the superin tendent of the sc ool, the 

county superin tenden t will be here and I wan t you to ge t up there o my 

desk and greet him and welcome nim and so forth and so on . I says, 

"Miss Dean, Mi ss Dean " I sa ys, 11why don't you give s omebody else a chance. 

I ' ve had it i n t"Wo rooms let somebody else do some hing . 11 s 1e say s, 

"I ' 11 give )"OU to understand that I ' m teaching thi s room. .nd if you 

t ink you c an teac h it, p u your application in and maybe you can get you 

a job next year." I said, 11 I don ' want to teac1 it and I 1m not gain$ to 

pres ide either . " 11Well," s e says, "you are . " I said, "I'm not . 11 11 Now 

M:is:l Dean," I says, " your folks live out on t e Saline River. Yeah , and 

t ey drive two Texas ponies to town , one 's a gray and one I s a bay , and 

they have alf rope and half s hane arness . 11 I sa id, "Do you 1 now some -

t ing wron g with tho s e 'torses?" She say s, "No, no in articular." "Do 

you notice something wrong witn their back , they 1 re swa y back.'' She said, 

"I didn't notice it but they ' re probably a little bi t ." I sai , "Do you 

know what cause d that? 11 "Why, 11 s e says, "w at? 11 I says, 11 iding them too 

youn g , and I don 1 t want my back to get that way. So you can get somebody 

r-/6 J 11 



else to do t,ds for you ." She sa/s, ' 11 ' 11 give you to understand tt1at 

I ' m ceaching this room. 11 I says, "I' 11 give )OU to understand that I ' m not 

going to serve. 11 so I stan:ed co picking up my books. She sa1 s , "What 

are you goinb to do?" I saf s, " I ' m going home , quittin6 school . " She 

says , "You can't do that" I says, " Why can't I?" I said, "You ' re in 

the east ena of the room, I ' m here , it was on che second s t ory, I ' m here 

by the door a t the head of the s tepS And you can ' t ge t from there over 

here while I g•et down chose s t eps . " So I picked up my books and I said , 

11Now Miss Dean," I says, " you ' ll regret this s omeday. Here 's one boy 

tt1at you drove away from school . 11 So I never went back to school . Then 

my father nad me grease pans an d work in the bakery . And I worked there 

quite a little while s o I could roll out loaves of bread and buns . And 

finally one da.f he had me mix up a batch of douglt, an _flu pound band . He 

went to s tep out somewhere , I guess to get a bottle of beer . Ana he 

cc.me back and I sa:kd, ' ' Dad , 11 I s aid , "do you know wha t it takes to make a 

baker , you know. " He s aid, "No . 11 I said, "A s tiff back and a poor mind, 

and I ' m not baking . I'm not working in a bakery no more . " " well , you ' re 

going back to school . " I said , " No, I ' m not. I ' m going to work for Sch_ereck . 

I'm going down to the grocery bus iness and I ' m goin g to learn the meat 

business. Learn now to butcher and cut up meat and do that . 11 So I 

worked for him up until I wen t into t he barber business . Now that ' s 

how I happened to quit s chool . Bue Mi ss Dean, it bothered her a whoie 

loL . She quic teaching. She went to Oklahoma to take care of her brother 's 

cnildren , her brother, her sister- in - law had died . And f nally s he got 

down s ick and s 11.e prayed the Lurd to s ave her long enougo. to make it all 
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right with me tor what s e ad done . vel 

running a snap of my own , and I hap;:,eoed 

I forgoL all abou t it . I was 

go ? s t and s e was set ing 

t ere in a bu ggy and her sis er . And bf tne wa y at that c.ime cney lived 

righc across tne s treec f rom us here . So she was s LaJing wi h er sister. 

I was passing hem, coming home, ano (\er sis ter says, "Charlie, just a 

minute . 11 Se says 11 ' arie wants to see you . 11 That was f, araar, we called 

er . And s11e told me tnat s he ha d pra 'ed t hat s e would be able to see 

me and make good for driving me away from sc ool . I said, 'Well , I'm 

doing all ri g t . 11 I says, 11 1 have a good iome , I ' m married . I have a 

good wi f e and I ave two c ildren." nd I sa J s, 11 v~ 1 re getting alon 

fine . 11 I says, "There ' s one thing that you can do, t o make i t "'ood . 

~ou ' re s taying with fou r s i s ter acros s e s treet , and I want you to c ome 

over and meet my wife and my t wo kids. 1' nd they become great friends. 

But Mi ss Dean told me , she says, 11Any time you want and need any money, 

she was wealthy, you need any money , wire me at my expense and I 1 11 wire 

back to you . I ' ll do anything to s quare for drivi g you away from sc 1001. 11 

{~11 , I say s, "It 's all over now , " I says, "1 1 m making it a 1 rig t . 11 

But s e got acquainted wi th t e folk s here , and boy they got quite 

friendly . 

I . wel 1 I don I know, it seems to me chat perhaps in, in your 

barberin0 business ou run across some pretty tall storie s . Ana do /OU 

happen o remember any oft ese tall s ories , some ot these charac ers 

mi ght have old? 

N. They ' re not, 1 w uldn 1 t let t em la~k any of this spicy stu fin 

tn.e shop . 
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I. Pell, I mean oh, about the weather, you know how bad a s torm was 

or s omething like .:.h.i s, how bad tne crops were and, or how good t:ne crops 

were and stories along tnis line . 

N. weli , I don ' t know, I didn't, didn 1 1. care tor this muddy stuff 

in my s hop at all . Anybody got a little long and got to swearing , I said, 

11That will be enough out of ;au . If you got to do chat:, go outside and 

do it . 11 I said, "You know tnat door i s open. People going back and forth 

and tlIB people on the outside don ' t l i ke to near that kind of talk and 

I know I don ' t, s o you cut it ouc if you want to s tay in or ge t out. 

Bruce Gross, goes down there , he l«>rked for me, he 's been a pretty good 

barber . Thos e kids that , I had several of them tnat went to school . 

~~ll , they start ed tnem oo the s hining chair and made barbers ou t of them 

and everyone of 'em picked up a different. occupalion . I said, "It ' ll 

work you through school all n.g ,1t, it 1 11 help you t nrough and Bruce he 

was kind of , pretty good with the gloves , I used to have gloves down ther~ 

we ' d do a lot of ocx i n g . And there was a f ellow bf the name of Harves ton 

and he come in and he thought he was quite a box er . well I said, 111 don't 

wane to box Jou , 11 I said, "this kid will . 11 They went down to the old 

city hall and Bruce just peppered ,1im all OV(:r and come back and well, •:I 

said, " How did fou kids make out?" He s <i id, "Oh, tnat boy ' s pretty good , 11 

and he got kind of s mart and I roas t ed him a little bit and he said, " maybe 

you want some of it . " ~;hy, I said , "I' li take you on ." He said oh, no 

thanks. A man by the name of Smitn, he was quite a Baptist and Raf Scott 

was quite a cattle man , he bought cattle. Snu th was setting up in the 

chair and Scott was setting on the laundry basket . Oh, I said, "Harves ton ," 

I said, "i f Jou think you ' re so 0 00d ana yuu wan t to put chem on, I' 11 put 
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them on wit /Ou ." So he pu the m on , I says "You foL ks if you wan to 

see a little f un, if you go t ime to wait we' 11 s ow / OU a littl e f un . 11 

So Harveston made a p ass a me and I ducked, it wen t over my shou oer . 

And I come bac k and I plastered nim one on the nose and broke hi s nose 

and p u t one ey€ s l u and t e blood fl ww all aver hose iell ows s irts 

and I amniered nim wo or hree more i me s and r . Smi tlt says, " harl ie 

I tnink he's got enougn , you ad betcer quit . You'll ave blood all over 

the shop ere." So I took him over to e basin and was ed irn up anct 
Ao '! 

told him t o go up to Dr . Mi lco and ave ni s nose se t , I'd p a y for it . 

11No, 11 he says, "I asked for i , I got it , 11 he says, " jus t let it g row 

the way i t is. 11 So I had an ex ra shir in t, ere t at so ae fellow ad 

left there throu n arvesc im and didn ' t cal l f or it . It j ust f it him 

I give him a c lean shirt . Bu he, and t en e was goin g to fix me a ft er 

t at, we had a little broom ma ·er here, 1e was quite a boxer and e was 

going to train p toge me, ya know Harveston was . He go t kind of cue 

wi th his broom maker. And broom ak ar slugged nim one and lifted nim up 

on hi s work table and let llim lay t ere t i ne come out of it . .And then 

he come oack c:o the shop , " Well II I says, 11Harves t on" I says , lldi d yo u 

come bac k for some more?" He said, ''No, I ' ve got it all taken out o f me . " 

He says, " ya know I wen · down to this broom maker and ad im te ach me 

and he a, he laid me out so I said, "I can' t box, I jus t 1o n 1 t box a y 

more . 11 There is one t ing t a t every kid should l earn, is to learn how to 

box, ow t o protect imself . I'd ave as hi gh as a dozen little f ellers 

10 t o 12 years old in the sop and I ' d make 'em put on gloves f or sport . 

I. Did you, you were sort o f a right p romot e then? 

N. No , I wasn 1 t , j us t fo r sport. Oh , I knew how to andle I em, 

I 
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my two childr en. Bu t I ma e my s on and daughter bot h box. TheJ 'd box 

each ot her . nd my daughter is teac ing sc oo l now. nd I said, ''Goll y 

i t ' ll come in pretty handy . Sometime you run up agains t s omebody t a t 

'Will get pretty smart and might t a ea pass at you. I f he does you're 

re a dy to do somet hi ng . 11 So when s, e as t eaching out at Oakl ey , t hey 

had a li tt l e en ert ainmeo t ther e, color ed boy s it t ing in the back en d o f 

the auditorium, and he was making qui t e a li t tle noise back there . Ollie 

sent back and told him to si t down and behave i msel f t hat people like 

t o hear w at ' s goi ng on . so he s it down . she came back s aid , " where 's 

your ... ? 1 He got up and some more o f t his and Ollie wenc back again 

and she sa/s, "I told you t o sit down and behave your s el f . JI And he s ays, 

11 So vha !" And s he s ays, "I ' ll sow you sow a t ! 1 She got a hold o f 

his s hirt and tor e hi s col l ar open and s at. him down in t he sea t . 11 ow 

you s t ay t here , or I'll do worse t han t r: . 11 Well , tle principal was 

a f raid o f t hi s c olored oo y. And a f ter t he thing was ove r he sai d , "Mi ss 

Kin g wasn ' t you a f raid o f this colored boy?" S,e s aid, 11 o, my dad 

taugh t me how to b ox . ;• She said , ''The vital thing to do t o hit a fe llow 

is to hit him under t he jaw bone here . And you get t hat f i r s t hit in, 

and that's usuall y what the pajs fo r the w. ole game, ya see. An d like 

she say s, "Furthermore , i f t hat wouldn ' t get him why then I would kick 

him in t he shins . You kick a ni g$er in the s i ns, and he c an ' t take 

t hat either . 11 so she never ad any tToubl e wi t h t ha t colored boy aft e r 

t hat . Any thing t hey ha d t o do, Christ mas du t ies or an ything , 11.t- is s King 

can I he l p ya? 1 She s ays, 111hen I want you, I ' ll call you . 11 

I. · 11 , do you hav e any a , do you have any cont ac t wi t h any ot her 

sport s aroun d he r e bes ides boxing? 

Oh, I p layed bas eball . I caug ther e f or nine years on t he f i r st 
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team. I was with a kid wi t h a pai r of blue j eans . I was s Landing there 

and t his fri end of mine that wenc to the circus with me, J oe Bas gall, 

was cat c her f or the f irst team. I had done a lot of catching for t he 

kids, ya know . I was ~ anding there watching the game . And J oe had t o 

put his right hand ou t to catch a ball , an d i t split it wi de open . And 

the; had no catcher. And, by gosh, they called me out t here to catch 

f or the f i r s t t eam. ~;ell, I &ot out there, and t he first ball was thrown . 

I t was a wild one, and I had to s top it wi th one hand . This fellow on 

thi rd base, t wo outs . Boy did that sting ! Thi s old doc had some arnic an 

and lodin and stuff made up and he bathed my fingers i n it. "I' 11 go back 

and catch . " And from that time on I caught for nine st r aight years . 

Football , I played with the t own team a c ouple of t~ree seasons. All 

that time, I never got hurt in a f 0otball game. 

I . They were pretty rough in those days. 

N. Oh !. played Russell one time . And they had a preacher on 

the Russel l team, a congregational preacher, thought he was a pretty 

good player . He wei ghed about 230, a big fellow. On the kick off he 

came and followed up t he kick off . And he had to s t ep on me . About ready 

t o hi t me but I s ide - s tepped him, and he missed me , and he hi t his 

s houlder in the groun d . was taught how to si de-st ep , ya know, and 

one thing and another . And then the next time we kicke d off and he 

was going to s top me , but I stepped on him and I hit him and he spun 

like a top . And down he went , and he laid there . Af ter the half was ove r , 

he come over to me and he s ai d , "Are you just big or are you j ust padded 

up?u I said, "You ought to know. 11 Every time I go down t o Russell in 

Banker ' s store there, and there ' s some stranger in t here he , Banker got 

more kick out of that p r eacher gett ing knocked down and all and he ' ll 
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t ell t he people tha t s t ory . There ' s the f e l low that fixed that preacher. 

~11 , we played bas ebal l. I was drum major f or bands here for years and 

years . Down at t he museum at the c ol lege , you have my shackle and my 

drum ma j or coat and my baton . I even drum ma j or ed your coll ege band 

t her e under Harlem Morris , 

I . t-.hen was this? 

N . Huh? 

I . wilen was this? 

N, Oh, let ' s s e e . I s tar ted to drum majoring , nineteen hundr e d 

and one , with our Ha ys ban d we wen t t o Kansas City to 904 Parade. That 

was in ni net een hundr e d. In n i neteen one we went t o Denv er to the c ar -

niva l parade t here . And nineteen t wo we went to Washington D. C. with 

our band . That 1 s when I s t arted dr um majoring bef or e we went t o Kan sas 

City . In thos e days, the citi zens went t ogether and p ai d our r ound trip 

transpor tation to Kansas Ci ty and back, was $16 . Had t o pul l the car . 

And the ci t izens paid f or our transportation to Washing t on D. c . At 

Washington D. C. , we played, we went there and playe d one engagement t o 
~} I 

an old J . R. Encavan t . And when we goc t hrough , we had to play s even 

engagement s . 1~ go t $6 an hour t o play . we t ook one evening at Can~ 

Roos evelt . They ha d i t buil t out i n little c amps, you know, the diff erent 

se ct ions . And Camp Roosevelt , Sousa ' s band was suppose d t o play . But 

Sousa , three f el l ows that was in the 15th Inf antry Band her e at Ha f s at 

the Fort , came up and t hey wanted t o know if there was anybody from Hays 

that t hey knew. I s ai d , "Yes, I think there is. Our al to pl ayer, Jake 

Sche ff s , p l ayed in your 15t h Inf antr y Band , and our c lar i ne t p l ayer, 

was i nger , playe d in your 15th I n f an t r y Band . " so they was tickl ed to 

death co meet t hos e boys . Tha t was a long afternoon . And , after supper 
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we got a phone call, could we get togethe r real quick and go over to 

Camp Roosevelt and play in place of Sousa's band because there was a lo~ 

o f digni taries thac came over from the old country chat Sousa ' s band 

had to entertain . So we got that job . And then we played in, they put 

on a naval parade for the old soldiers . And they needed one band and 

through three fellows,~ got that job to be in that parade because our 

uni f orms were very similar to the navy uni forms . And we had one parade 

t here , we, the big parade, we reported t o work , to play, at 9 o'clock 

in the morning at a certain place . We was there, and we never ~t in the 

parade until 2 o ' clock in the a fternoon . That ' s how bi g i t was . It ' s 
I 

sun alphabetically . The s tates were. We finally played that and the 

band let out and we were planning for Sousa . He put on a band concert. 

And gave us all a ticket and saved a row of seats for us, for our whole 

band t o listen to the band concert and also bought tickets for us for a 

play, the 1hite Slave . And that was the f irst time that was played. And 

it was played in the Academy of Music in Washington D. c. And we all 

had a s eat to that free . And then the band was in Denver i n t he carnival 

parade. Ther e was two little kids, two little girls about the same s i ze , 

looked like they were twins . They c ome r unning along s ide us, •~1r . can 

we walk along side you?" We l ike the way your band plays and we like 

the way you handle your, they called i t a stick I says, ' ![ don ' t care . 

Get on each side o f me and go right along . 11 And it s o happene d that 

t hese t wo kids were daughters o f the wi fe of the head man of the music 

committee . So a, I don ' t know s ome how or anocher she found ou t these 

kids was with our band . And when we went: int o the arena to play well t he 

litt l e fellows ask, "Could you please play a cake walk for us711 I said, 

"Yeah, I think I can . 11 So we cake walked through the arena with those 



i 9 

little kids tagging along . Played Claud Johnson's ca e waik in 

And j ust as I was leaving the exit there was a couple o f girls came down 

with a great big bunch of American roses, American beauty roses and give 

them to me . Becau se these little kids, oh, they got a hand when they 

went through the dance and the band played . Oh we did lots of f unn y 

things. 

I . 11 , let s see, perhaps we coul d go back a little bi t fart er 

again. Do you remember anyt hi n g about he a , oh the social li fe here in 

Rays, t e dances or box suppers or parties? 

N. Oh yeah , we had a lot of box suppers and we used to have old 

i;a shioned dances we had , well we had t wo groups of people he high toner 

people that they called the "silk socks 11 and the clowner they called t em 

11cotton socks". en you go t o dances, if you went t o a 11c tton sock" 

dance you had to show that you had co t on socks on. "Silk socks 11 ad to 

get out they don ' t belong to this group . Oh we did a lot of ol d fa shioned 

things. 11 in the earl y days, we used to have a lot o f good ol d Russian 

I been to ' em wen they had their bi g lunchen, beer , beer byte 

keg , ya know . I didn't care for it. 

I. Oh? 

N. No. I don ' t drink any . I haven ' t drank since 1 98 . Not a drop . 

Oh, we used to ave old sett lers picnics, and the ol d timer s would get 

out and t e band, our band would plaf for the Ten they would have a 

bi g quartet from over at Catheri come down and sing fort em . I'll tell 

ya t ose boys coul d sing too. Coursa it was all German son gs, but they 

had harruony . They could sing . 11, ah, we used to have a lot of, at our 

hotel , we used to have a lot o f s how troop s s tay with us, Uncle Tom 's Cabi n 

J 
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and all them olds· ows, ya know? eab. Yes, sir, those days are gone , 

the earl - da ys. at else? 

I . ·;rell I don ' know, you enti ned so e ing about , aw ile back 

you mentioned something abou t harvest crews. Do you remember an ything 

that you'd like t o tell us? 

Harvest crews? Oh yeah, there used to be harves t crews. The 
L , -

us ed the header and the eader bars . I worked in the harves t field. 

Scratched around t he s tacks. Seventy - five cen t s a day , f or one harvest . 

i or the next harves t I drove he header for 1.25 a day . I've shocked 

wheat back of an old binder tha about every third bunch i would throw 

off the bundle ~ould break, and / OU had to learn how to tie it with an 

old s traw header, old st raw or wheat . I coul d dot ·t. I shoveled coal, 

I've hauled ice, I ' ve helped put up ice . I was so doggoned poor and now 

in 1905 couldn ' t buy any overs ows, we didn ' t hav e any money . 1-Je had o 
• < s 

put burlap sack around our s ows and tie it with binding twine. You ' d get 

ice on ' em all through the day, hauling ice and at ni ght time you'd have 

to s ti c · your feec in the warming oven, tle cook s cove tot aw ' em out so 

you could get ' em on , get those old burlap s acks o ff your legs. Then 

you ' d put them on the c air , back o f t he s tove , so they could dry so 

you could use them the next morning . .Je got all 50 cent s a day from day -

li t to dar.k . 

I. Back in 1905 now were t es e hard times for everybody or were they 

dep ression times or what? 

They were j us t hard ti .es . Jus t hard t im ~s. Te on ly pict ure 

since t 1en was abou as bi g as the whole ouse, yo know. I ' ve s oveled 
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coal, John Shaffer and I, but that was before, before I went into the 

bakery . I ' ve had thi s, before I worked for Scherec k it was . John Shaffer 

and I, we shoveled all che coal f or Treeky Shaffer , Yost's Mill, Harold ' s 

Mi ll, Ike Zei gler , and swabs . got a dollar a carload , cours e the cars 

weren ' t a s big ten a s they are now, they were 28 foot cars. I f you get 

a flat car that was al l right. You coul d s tart at one end , ya know, and 

have it. s hoveled into t he s hoot , ya s ee , t 1en you could move the c ar . Bu t 

in a box car you had t o walk . And we got a dolla r a car . The mos t money 

we got ou t of a car o f coal was 60 cents a piece . Twen t1 - two ton o f 

nut -coal . Te fir s t third of the car by the door , that wa s all ri ght , 

that woul d go easy , but w en you walk with nut-coal back and f or th you 

had t o s hovel a lo . If your shovel would push it forward why you had 

t o shove l it over a gain. So t he only thing to do was t o pick up your 

shovel and carry i t i n al l. got a dollar a carload . And a dallar 

was bi g , awful big . You cou ld , those day s you coul d buy three packages 

o f Lyons co ffee or Arbuckl e ' s coffe f o r a quarter . If J ou bought a 

dol l ar 's worth, J ou got 13 pounds. You would go over t o a car with this 

dollar . You coul d buy a bu shel o f apples. You coul d buy a bus hel o f 

potatoes. You could buy a bus hel bas et f ull o cabbage . Or i t you · n ' t 

want that , J ou would go t o the grocery s tore and buy a three poun d o f 

Lyons coffee and quarter 's worth of s ga r out o f a dollar. 

can ' t do that now. 

I. T at 's for sure . 

nd you 

N. Oh, I ' ve seen plenty o f hard times. I did a little of every -

thing before I finall y settled do~m . I worked for old Tom Shereck t here . 

~ gave me 50 cen t s a day . I wa s from early morning until 1 o ' c lock at 
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night . And on Sunday you had to go out with him and buy f ew cattle and 

dr ive them in . Sometimes you get in at midnight and sometimes a litt le 

later. And I , when I worked for him, well, my morning 1 s work was to , 

didn 1 t have telephones i n those days, my morning 1 s work was to go up to 

his house, curry the horses , clean out the ~ ~rn, feed them and harness 

them. And hitch one old horse up f ront to the delivery wagon . Get it 

out of the yard . Had to go do,;,ro to the s t ore itself without a driver . 

And you had to back up your wagon to the icehouse and f i ll thi s wagon 

with i ce that you put up last winter , and milk two cows . And by the 

time you go t through with that , you went t o the house . And they gave 

you your breakfast consisting of a couple of old burnt s trip s o f bacon 

and one egg and some baking powder biscui t s that were made the day 

before . They were so hard you could throw them through a bri ck wall . 

And black coffee. Oh, you had plenty o f cream. Milked two cows , but you 

never had milk tlntil after your breakf ast . Then you come downtown and 

you unloaded, you hitched up this team, all thi s ice do~m . Unloaded and 

puc it in the refrigerator . Then you went around town and took orders 

,for the grocery s tore . You go up in the north par t o f tovm and write i t 

doi~n in a little book, get the north part run over . Then you come, l eave 

the book ac the s t ore . Then you take the s outh part of the town . And 

while you 1 re getting the orders down there, they 1 d have the north ' s orders 

ready. Then you ' d have to deliver those . Ana when you got those delivered, 

they ' d have the south's. Then you ' d have t o deliver those . Then you had 

t o take t his spring wagon and team and go down there two miles, a little 

down there back where tha:t picture s hows there, tha t old building . The 

s tu ff that was butchered t h e night before , we ' d have to load up . Had a 



canope to put in the wagon . You ' d load your meat and scuff a n t hat and 

back it up to the slau:.;hter house door . 'fake t he team off and put them 

on the corn g rinder, and grind about two or three grain sacks full o f 
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corn c how. And put out in the feed troughs where s ome old toot hless cows 

t ha t they had ou t there, ya know, they ' d lap it up , ; ou had to get it real 

f ine . Then you have to put s ome water in the troughs fo r the hogs t o drink, 

you know. They was a trough there big enoul)h for che cattle too . But 

when you was all done , you had to pu t out some al f alfa out f or thes e old 

toothless cows . They had a l i ttle al f a l fa and hay mixed and weeds and 

everything else . And then you c ome to to~-m. And then you c ounted out 

eegs. And then you t ake e ggs f or groceries and stuff , you know. The firs t 

few eggs were awful l i ght , but when you handled and packed them in cas es , 

about ten cases, they got pretty heavy . And you done that for 50¢ a da f . 

And ol d Kerr i ck got a litt le bit coo much to drink and felt pretty good, 

he ' d, he ' d give you an extra 50¢ on your week' s wage s or $4 a week . And 

that l ooked as big a s a house . t-.hat other s t u ff you got there? Any-

thing else? 

I. ¼tell , I can ' t , I c an ' t really think of anything else that I 

planned to a sk you . Can you remember any tall , tall s tories is what I ' m 

aft er? I -raean you know, about oh, in this one book we had at s chool . We 

had a s tory about s ome ol d swede down her e, you know. He was j ust a make -

believe c haracter, but t hi s one farmer tells about him all the time, you 

know . And makes you feel , s eems j ust l ike he ' s alive . This is what I 

mean by tall s tories. And a I wondered i f you ran across any c harac ters 

that ever told real tall s tories like that . About how many big fish they 

got or something like that . 



N. Oh, I never was much o f a s t ory teller. I list ened to t hem. 

r. Ya, that ' s t he way I am. I can listen to s t or ies. I c an ' t 

remember them too well . 
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N. Oh, t he r e was lot s of t hings t hat happen . You takl': the doctors 

t oda y , t he y don ' t have it like the old t i mers did . They have, wel l they 

had to go out in the c orn countrf with a team. And snowy storms and 

everything . And now if you ' re sick, you come to a hospital, get in the 

bes t way you can and we ' ll take care of you there . 

I . You ever hear anything particular about t he se old time doctors? 

N. To my not ion t hey were pret t y darn good doct ors f or t heir time . 

Of course, i t ' s not up to where they are today, but t he y ' ve done a lot 
" I , , 

of wonderful worl~s. . Doctor Middlecall used t o go out, and he ha d a cart 

and a bay hors e t hat he drove . He ' d put on a big robe and get a soap 

s t one and heat it and put it s o his feet would be warm and then go out 

in the country in the storm to take care of the people . And on the way 

back home, he could let, the old horse knew what to do, he ' d j ust go t o 

sleep . And t he old horse , first thing you know, be out here s topped in 

f ron t o f the s t able door waiting for old doc to wake up . That was pretty 

rough going for t hos e old t i mers . But they went, t he y wem:. well . . . 

I. I believe that will jus t about do i t , Mr . King . And I cert ainly 

thank you . 
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