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Bill McKibben wrote, ‘We live in a post-natural world.’
But did ‘Nature’ in this sense ever exist? Or was it
rather the deification of the human that gave it an
illusory apartness from ourselves? Now that non-human
agencies have dispelled that illusion, we are confronted
suddenly with a new task: that of finding other ways

in which to imagine the unthinkable beings and

events of this era.

-Amitav Ghosh, The Great Derangement
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Title: The Great Delusion
Medium: Video
8 minutes 10 seconds




Video Transcript

Let’s start in the middle
the perceived now
with a strange question.

What is this thing?

This nature thing?

This thing

I'm told

has life

is life

is more alive than my inherited-ly
blind life.

This nature thing.

Yesterday I read about ticks.

Their territory is growing you know
because of the warming.

What does warm look like?

Red is the warmest visual color
as defined by science.

Or is it white-blue?

Or purple?

Visual to who?

To what thing?

They say the world is warming.

Warming fast.

Faster than predicted.

Because predictions are precedented.
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That this nature thing matters.
That matter matters.

That it matters what matters
we use to think other matters.

That this nature thing
this thing over there
under there

up there

on here

in here

matters.

That a matter of degrees matters.

Will warm look different tomorrow
from today?

Matters get wonky when

we think about mattering.

In a world full of matter
where mattering is regulated
dominated

outsourced

and extracted.

Where mattering is a matter

of life and death

of animate or inanimate

where mattering implodes on itself
when I look in the mirror.

This thing.

This nature thing.



Thing.

Defined as an object that one
need not

cannot

or does not

wish to give a specific name to.

Thing.

An inanimate material object
as distinct from
a living sentient being.

Example given:
I'm not a thing
not a work of art to be cherished.

Thing. 15
This nature thing.

How do we care about this nature thing?

Care is an interesting term
an ethical term

a term that might be

the point of rotation

the axis

the concept to center.

Caring implies connection.

When did we stop seeing the

connection?
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When did this begin?

At
or

some point
more accurately

a collection of many points
before and after one another..

Was it:
the beginning of agriculture?

or
or
or
or
or
or

the scientific revolution
when Columbus was born?
in 1610

in 1619

in 1945

yesterday

when I filled my car up with gas?

When was the beginning of
this mass delusion?

The great delusion?




I’ve been obsessed lately with these lists of
false binaries:

mind/body

good/bad

past/future

complete/incomplete

A semiotic reduction.
A cascade of questions.
Mind/body.
But things are always lost in translation.
I look up anthropocentrism
a philosophical viewpoint
the default in the west.
Man over nature.
erence between land and body

i ? o ¥
What does warm look like? vays lost in translation

Visual to who?
To what thing?

The cascade of questions.
This nature thing.

Where is this nature thing?
Over there?

Under there?

Beyond the fence?

Inside the fence?

THE
SPACE
Who made the fence? SRS

MANUAL
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Interlude:
Let’s look with this tree for a moment.

This tree
has roots
has seeds.

These seeds are only released with heat
but not too much heat

but the balanced heat

caused by small fires

like the ones that were

used in the pre-“new world.”

And this tree loves disturbance
disturbance ecology.

Like it used to get before
the purity of fences.

This tree is both male and female
it is non-binary

this tree refutes time

and is time

and displays time

and was poisoned

by pesticides

promoted by petrochemical companies
the ones invested in making sure
this nature thing stays a thing.



These trees were planted as ideal crop and
resource by the Forest Service

a US agency under

the Department of Agriculture

you know

a different agency

than the Department of the Interior

which handles these nature things

like:

Fish and Wildlife Services

Bureau of Land Management

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
The cycles

and circles.

Feedback loops.

This thing.

This nature thing.

Spanol

U.S. Department of the Interior

< Index of U.S. Agencies

and Departments
n P n The Department of the Interior manages public lands and minerals, national parks, and wildlife

Branches of Government refuges and upholds Federal trust responsibilities to Indian tribes and Native Alaskans.
Interior is ible for species c tion and other
Contact by .
Topic conservation efforts.
Elected Officials Agency Details
State, Local, and Tribal
Sovemmepis Acronym: Dol
‘Website: Department of the Interior (DOI),
Contact: Contact the Department of the Interior
Main Address: 1849 C St., NW

Washington, DC 20240

Email: feedback@ios.doi.gov
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Does warm feel different today?

Care, caring, carer

burdened words

contested words

and yet so common in everyday life
as if care was evident

beyond particular expertise

or knowledge.

Care.

Caring.

Carer.

As if we haven’t been programed
to not care.
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I’ve been carrying this weed around
with me and I’'m not sure why.

Weeds are defined as
plants in the wrong place.

According to who?
To what thing?

Examples given:
Poison sumac
Dandelion
Crabgrass
Ragweed
Bindweed
Jewelweed
Tumbleweed

noxious
invasive
26 parasitic

Unwanted in human controlled settings
such as farm fields

gardens

lawns

and parks.

Who made the fence?

These plants came with settlers
in bags of flaxseed.

They love disturbance

disturbed land

like the land of manifest destiny
and nuclear testing sites

and

the warming.

Each plant spreads 250,000 seeds
as it rolls around.

This nature thing.



These weeds are everywhere in the
American imagination:

freedom

individualism

survival of the fittest

wide open spaces

opportunity

rugged

daring

pull yourself up by your bootstraps
frontier myth.

I grew up picking these weeds by hand.

Under mountains named after men
Moran

Bierdstat

Kit Carson

you know the guys.

I grew up within the frontier myth. 27
Myth

a widely held

but false belief or idea.

The weeds roots are strong and deep.

Sometimes it would take
falling over backwards

to yank them from their place.

A few years ago
a strange phenomena occurred.

They call it tumblegeddon.

30 foot waves of tumbleweeds
overtook cars and homes.

Those rescued said
“normally you can drive
right through them.”




leweedtumbley
leweedtumbley
bleweedtuible
nbieweedtumb]
leweedtumbley

nbleweedtumb]

-q ""“‘1‘\:1‘:"\.1 A|_|r\{'\.fq +‘



vee dtumblewe
veedtumblewec
cweedtunblewe
Leweedtumlewe
veedtumblewee

eweedoumblew
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Normally.
When is normal?

Shifting baseline syndrome is

defined as the inability

to see change from within change.

Like the fishermen that keep smiling even though
their fish are smaller.

This nature thing.

It takes 40 years for the carbon dioxide
emitted to start

affecting climate systems.

That’s a reductionist statement
but still true.

1982 becomes today
today becomes 2062.

A time when we must queer time.

When future becomes today
and today becomes.

They say the world is warming
warming fast.

Faster than predicted.

Because predictions are precedented.



Cartesian maps decentered a body.

Are we ready to be decentered?
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Works Cited:

(flipped and in reverse order)
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