Trinity College
Trinity College Digital Repository

Community Learning Research Fellows Center for Hartford Engagement and Research

2012

Who Chooses? Which Hartford students are likely to apply to a
different public school operated by the City?

Matt DelConte

Sushil Trivedi

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/clrf

Recommended Citation

DelConte, Matt and Trivedi, Sushil, "Who Chooses? Which Hartford students are likely to apply to a
different public school operated by the City?" (2012). Community Learning Research Fellows. 74.
https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/clrf/74

Trinity College

HARTFORD "CONNECTICUT


https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/
https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/clrf
https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/cher
https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/clrf?utm_source=digitalrepository.trincoll.edu%2Fclrf%2F74&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/clrf/74?utm_source=digitalrepository.trincoll.edu%2Fclrf%2F74&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://www.trincoll.edu/
https://www.trincoll.edu/

¢ Abstract

Hartford has the lowest student achievement test
scores In the State of Connecticut, which is also the
state with the highest achievement gap. Since 2008
Hartford students have had the choice to apply to a
variety of schools, including Hartford public
neighborhood schools, Hartford public interdistrict
magnet schools, and suburban Open Choice

schools. The rationale for open choice is primarily to
allow parents to choose better performing schools,
driving out the lower performing schools, thus improving
the achievement level of Hartford students. In our
research we attempt to answer: “Which Hartford
students were more likely to exercise choice?” We use
data on all Hartford Public School students grades 3-

8. We expect to find students making applications to
higher performing schools. We found, however, that
very few students who are currently attending a HPS
apply to another HP neighborhood school. Of these
applications, 30% was to Achievement First, the only
HP district school with a high achievement

score. Movement to this high performing school was
almost exclusively from the north end, where the school
IS located. Virtually no applications came from the south
end of Hartford.

¢ Introduction

The research question we are pursuing is: Which
Hartford students are more (or less) likely to submit an
application to a different public school operated by the
City?

Our research question Is prompted by views that public
school choice accomplishes two goals:

Increased racial integration between city and
suburban districts

» Greater school accountability

* Do choosers differ by student-level demographic,
achievement, and choice application
characteristics?

* |s there a tradeoff between school achievement
and distance from home?

¢ Hypothesis

With the integration of open school choice In
Hartford under Sheff vs. O’Neill, students will
apply to higher performing schools than their
current school.
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¢ Data and Methodology

Percent of Hartford Students Attending Different
School Choice Options: Data Constraints
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¢ Conclusion

) 1. Very few students make applications to the district
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schools run by the City

2. Of those who do, a majority applied to a higher
performing school

3. Nearly 1/3 applied to the highest performing school in
the City, Achievement First Academy; however,
students were not willing to cross geographic or racial
boundaries

¢ Possible Reasons for Not Choosing

1.Preference for neighborhood school

2.Preference for child to not be in the racial minority in the
school

3.Lack of transportation

4.0thers...
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