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Deborah H . Doolittle 
My Mother's Kitchen 

"It helps if you actually draw the k itchen first, with crayons!" 
-Rita Dove 

Where I turned my crayons 
to the parchment 
wall, pine blades of grass 
could not spring so high, jungle palm 
fronds never touched the ground, forest 
beetles clung to olive branches, 
secret shamrocks, jaded mushrooms. 
Where soon my fingers smelled 
of magic mint and eucalyptus, 
left their own wax impressions. 
Where the cat tip-toed 
through moldering African violets 

•on the window sill. 
Where buns were in the oven, 

" my grandma said. 
Who could tell which was more mellow: 
yellow-green or green-yellow? 
All I know is when my sister saw 
the wall, the look of triumph 
was all I saw, as she ran screamin' 
green through the house. 
Where I was left 
to fo rm my first thought. 
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