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Make Visible is a satellite exhibition series led by renowned New Zealand artist Shannon
Novak who is featured in the The 10th Asia Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art (APT10).
The project aims to grow support for the LGBTQI+ community in Queensland by making
visible the challenges and triumphs for this ‘rainbow’ community.

The project is hosted by Queensland Art Gallery of Modern Art and further partnered by
Queensland Museum and University of Southern Queensland Art Gallery between 2021-
2022. Make Visible: Its O.K To Be Me is the University of Southern Queensland exhibition
iteration at the UniSQ Gallery, Block Toowoomba campus that aims to enact as a physical
platform where local LGBTIQA+ voices can be centred, amplified and celebrated. The
exhibition ran from 21 March until 29 April and is accompanied by a community project,
titled ‘Dear Toowoomba…’ as an extension of QAGOMA’s ‘Dear Queensland’.

Make Visible – It’s O.K To Be Me

UniSQ Project Lead team: Amy Mullens, Beata Batorowicz, Annette Brömdal & Brodie Taylor.

Curatorial Panel: Shannon Novak, Chris Mills-Kelly, Gwen Walker, Beata Batorowicz & Brodie Taylor.

Make Visible: It’s O.K. To Be Me  - Original Work in Group Exhibition



RESEARCH STATEMENT

Background: Queensland LGBTQIA+ communities encounter ongoing mental health issues such as
high depression and suicide rates due to hardships, violence and discrimination experienced in diverse
societal settings (Zwick et al., 2021). Therefore, there is much need in raising awareness and creating
‘safe spaces’ of LGBTQIA+ communities to develop a sustained societal transformation.

Contribution: The curatorial premise for Make Visible involves LGBTQIA+ artists, scholars and allies in
activating cultural and educational spaces in making visible the challenges and triumphs of rainbow
communities. The curated works are installed in such a way that they transform art and educational sites
as ‘safe spaces’ for rainbow communities. The curatorial emphasis is ongoing sustained effects across
local and global communities. This is exemplified by the featured community participatory work ‘Dear
Toowoomba…’ as an iteration of Queensland Gallery of Modern Art’s ‘Dear Queensland..’ project within
the exhibition’s curatorial design.

Significance: Hosted by Queensland Art Gallery of Modern Art, Make Visible was a highly attended
satellite exhibition series led by renowned New Zealand artist Shannon Novak as part of the 10th Asia
Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art and partnered by Queensland Museum and University of Southern
Queensland (UniSQ). The UniSQ project lead team includes interdisciplinary researchers; Amy Mullens,
Annette Brömdal, Beata Batorowicz, Brodie Taylor alongside artists Chris Mills-Kelly and Gwen Walker
who successfully connected communities through the participatory work ‘Dear Toowoomba’ and
numerous external panel discussions and workshops including presentations at Toowoomba’s Curious
Arts Festival and the exhibition was reviewed in NITRO journal and the Field Guide.
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