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Preserving and Restoring the Ability 
to Swallow in Patients with Head and 
Neck Cancer Requires a Team Approach 

Julie Bishop-Leone, M.A., a manager in the Section of Speech Pathology and 
Audiology , Department of Head and Neck Surgery, guides a patient through a modified 
baiium swallow using food prepared in the Barium Kitchen. 

by Dawn Chalaire 

hen speech 
pathologists at 
The University 
of Texas M. D.

Anderson Cancer Center coun, 
sel patients with head and neck 
cancer about possible side 
effects, the patients frequently 
tell them that they are worried 
about rwt being able to talk after 
treatment. What the patients 
usually do not mention, and 
often don't even think about, 
is the possibility that they may 
not be able to eat again. 

"Patients never think about swallow
ing because it's a normal part of living 
that we take for granted," said Jan S. 
Lewin, Ph.D., an assistant professor 
and director of Speech Pathology and 
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