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Abstract 

In an effort to aid students in developing their problem-solving skills that are essential to dealing 

with the challenges of today’s business environment, university academic programs must find 

ways to update their curriculum and delivery to meet the talent need of businesses. This study 

illustrates how an academic program utilizes industry partnerships as a resource to maintain the 

relevancy of its curriculum. In particular, a university/industry collaboration experience is 

examined to showcase how a real business problem at an industry partner has resulted in a 

business case used in the classroom to enhance students’ problem solving. 
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