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EX-PRISONER. OF WAR QUESTIONNAIRE 

1. Name: Nick K. S chuld 

2. 

Current Address: Box 129 3. I'-lain 
~ i c > ar c1 t cm , W D 

St. 
~; L6 ~~ 2 

Address at time you went into service: 209.5 ·.r:3 st 1 0L
1
_ ,:::; t. 

Birthday: 

Family: 

Au g ust ') :~ 
L ·,) 1 

Clevel and., Oh i o 

1914 

(spouse and children) Carolyn (Ke l sch) S c ljul d ; 
J aymonci N. Schu l d , 

>:ar :,'PJ' e t I'-·~. (S ch uld) GD.:enhart 
~,.=a th l een G. (,~ ci1u l d) r1eysr-

3. Work and educational experience prior to going into service? 

4. 

5. 

6. 

• . f~ .t • - :'.- ·,:' . . 

I ,,Jo I' lrn d a t Go ':T 1 e s 1l 1 o o 1 C ,:J • :.Ci n i sh i. n g t '.) o 1 s o f a ll s o 1.,, t s , and 
also f=i P d ,;:ds nse ) lants in t be .'::;~·:' i ncJi cg de ) a:c t :. ,1ent. ,~i Cf<Pvei°'Y\~ 

Dates and place of entry into service? I 
s 3r v ice March L1., 1 9Li.J. 

':Jas i nduc t ed into the 

Summary of events from time of entry into service and until just 
prior to capture or entering status as a POW? I wa! s e nt to 
Car,1p ·.-rn ee ler, Georgia for ~~:,, b 2sic tr a i n ing. :~~fter 13 ' .. ,1::::e~rn of 
t raining a ll me n we r e g r an ted a _s h o~t furlou gh. Aft e r r e t ur­
n ing to c arnp, all 111en we re mu st e red o u t r-.Ti t 'n c l o t h ing ai.-rid othe r 
items n eede d for going ov e r se ~s . We were s hipJed by troop tr ain 
to Carnp Shana n g o, .._Fen ;.1. s y lvania wb.Gre :.·Je s p e n t a f e·.-r rn .::> re weelr s 
of tr a ining an. d. phy sic2.l p r ep ar e dn e ss. On a Sat urday afte rnoon 
':!8 ~-rer>e s e nt by tr .Jop train to Camp ,Jhanks , New York fo r e~:1bark­
a t ion . I :rnnt on tl1e boat, Su san B. Anthon y in t he afternoon. 
',fo st 2.Pt l3d sai ling aro und s unset. /e s a iled i n a c on v oy of 1 8 AftC~ I/ 
s h i p s. Our journey was v e r 7 .p l e r:.S ant unt il we ·were ov e rcome by J~J'B \.:iV\ w~~"' 
en.emy aircr aft • . Al l t h e :ZU ns on t qe entire co nvoy '.-,ren t into ( ses P. 1) 
Unit, Country, time, area ; weather, etc., at time event occurred 
which resulted in POW status? At earl y morning o n Ro vemb e r 10, 

1 9~_·3 the enemy made a sur ~~H.,, is e att.s. ck on u s from our r e ar and 
cap tur ed t he mach ~ne g un s c uad t 8 wh ich I was a ssig ned. This 
took p l a c e in t h e hil ls pr ior to t ~e winter driv e t owar d s Casino . 
The weather 1,,Jas n i s ty. 

· All ,ights reserve·d. No portion of 
this publication may be repro~u ed 
in any form without permission o.f 
wr·iter_ Qr

1 
"N. Dak. EX-POW'S Inc.'1 

~ . . , • · r' I · .. .r/, · ~ 



7. Descrtbe military or other events that resulted in your POW status? 

The enemy managed to get beh ind our lines and sneak up from the 
r e ar and took u s by sur) rise. 

8. Following your capture, describe what happened. How many men were 
involved? Where did you go? How did you go? What type of personnel 
(military or civilian) took control of you? 
Af t e r we wer e c ap t ured we were forced t o crawl out of the line 
of r ifle fire 6n ou r bellies. The r e w~r e · a bou t S men in that 
gro up. l'fo mo ve d beh ind t.be e nemy line on foot. ·.-1e ·we r e for ced 
to carry a wounde d enemy soldier who was no t able t o 0alk . 
German milit ary took control of us. :1fo were t aken to a German 
field k itchen where we were locke d into a windowless buil d ing 
overni ght .• 

9. Were you able to hide or escape? If so, tell what happened. Where 
did you hide? Food? Clothing? Water? Weather? Sleep? etc. 
Hiding or escaping was i mp os s ible in a small g ro~p . The enemy 
guards were watching constantl¥• 

10. How did your escape end?- Returned to U.S. control? Discovered by 
enemy? " . Does not apply. 

11. Could you describe in sequence the· various places you were inter­
rogated and the methods of questioning the enemy used? I was 
int errog ated at Fresononi, the pLace where we were held in Italy . 
Th e Germans \.\Te re rather considerate . . They' aske d me about my 
nationality sin ce I spoke German . They asked h ow my kinfol~ 
got to America. No questions we re ask ed at that time about our 
military equipment. · The s e cond .. time T 1,rns inte r rog ated was in 
Luck enwal_d , Ge rmany. There the inquisitor asked about some of 
our weapons. The only torture we we re subjected -to was being 
loclrnd in solitary conf'inement f'or several days. We received 
a bowl of soup o~ce · a day. 



EX-PRI SON~H OF WA.i.q 1~UE3TI 0NNAI RE Additi onal pag e- 1 

(continued from Question 5) 

action and drove the aircr s f t off. i/J e lande d in Al g-ie r s, Africa 
about noon time. ~e g ot off t h e boat and marched -to an air-
field about 2 mi l Bs out of town. Th ere we p itch ed t ent and~Bjze~te 
stayed for 2 days. Th e n we wen t on stock train to-whe re we" 
entere d a boat to s 9. il fo r I t a l y . :,-.Je land e d at Sa lar n o in 
t h e mid-forenoon . Th ere we d ug i n and wa ited for f urth er 
orders. :_.-Je we re ass ign e d t o v ari. Jus o utfi t s >rhe Pev e r r e in­
forcements were ne e d e d. I was as siqn ed to a mach ine g un s o uad 

. 3f}-P~vl.Stili1P-n Comp any M. -~fo t he n mov e d n o r t h ~,,r'ard pu s h i ng b a ck t Ee en ~rny . 
We maid our mo v e s ma i nly at n i gh t. No vemb e r 8 we we r e c u t off 
by enemy artil ery f i r e fr om o ur c ommuni cati on and s upp l y line. 
We we r e without food or wat e r fo r a d ay and a n i ght. 

, , 



12·. · 

13. 

Did you have~ weapon on yourself when· you- were captured? Did it 
effec~ your treatment? I had mv rifle beside me at the time I 
was captured. I was lying in au p rone shelter sleep ing. ( Our 
group had to take turns watching and sl e eping). >Th en I awoke 
a G$rman was st anding over me with h is machine gun p ointing 
di re c t 1 y a t me • :-re ordered me to g e t out ~·J i t h :my b. and s up • rrh er e 

?e1:-en~otir&1: tiy i1.t~P~ihsiTai'f-k12f- aac1.~i.1aVl b1t- 1·1iti ii{~my0 tpo/'b1°t my 
wrong nationality? If so, how did this effect your treatment? 

No. 

14. When captured or escaping, what clothing or equipment were you 
wearing? What changes q:id the enemy make in your clothing? 
I was wearing a G.I. uniform when I was cap tured. j e wore our 
uniforms at all times. 

15. What was your first food you received · after your capture and what 
was your food from that date on? Our f ir s t food after b e ing 
captur ed was bi ts of b ee f from a 8arcass ~,,1h~ ch ·de had to carve 

. off and ro a ~t ov e r an ope n f ire. After that ~e received s oup 
cooked f1')om d ehydrat e d v egetables one d ay and a s mall amount 
of po tato e s in t crnir jackets, the next day. A loaf of military 
bread was served e very other d ay---one loaf for ev e ry three men. 

treat­
rn :3nt. 

16. Did your nationality, religion, or race have a be~ring on your. 
treatment from the enemy? I feel rny nationality had v ery little , 
b e aring on my tre a t ment fr6m t h e e nemy. 

I 

17. What was your impression of your captors? Were they arrogant, 
considerate, professional, troubled, confused, anxious, etc.? 
Hy impression was that my cap tors were some1,Jhat arrogant, but 
;also cons~~erate. Let's say t hey were just doing their job. 



. 18 . . Were yo6 alone or with others? How many? Same unit? Other units? 
Other services? Other nationalities, etc.?· I was with othe rs 
a t t h e t~me of being cap tured. Abo ut 1 0 men from t he s am e unit 
we re cap t ured--a,11 Ame ricans . 

19. At time of your capture, did you have h~9her or lower ranking persons 
with you? Did the difference in rank .effect you? I had t he lowest 
r an k i n t h e ser>vice. Tb e:r·e ~-re re s ome 1.1 i gher ranking me n ·with 
me. I feel our rank did not effe ct us . 

20. Following your capture, how did you feel about your family at home, 
and at what point or time did you feel they probably knew about your 
POW status? I T,..ras liv ing b~T my self a '.-Ta-y f rom borne fo r sev e r a l 
year s so my f ee l ings abou t my fami l y b ad l itt l e bearing on me. 
I k n ew t hey we re 11n re ~-J .:)rri ed t han I •v as . I n e ve ~2 i'e l t they 
k new a bou t my b eing c a } t ~red until I received a le tt e r ·fro~ 
borne . 

21. When did you receive your first letter, package or information that 
your family knew of your capture? Hy par>ents received my firs t · 
le t t er in April of 1944 and I r e c e ived an ans we r in J une, 1 944. 
At t h at t im e I was inf ,:)rmed t b at t h ey h a d received a t e legram 
from t h e War Department in No vemb e r t hat _I was missing in action. 

22. In regards to your interrogation or · questioning--was this conducted 
formally at a special camp or location? Did you have $pecial or 
skilled interrogators? What did they want to know? How l~ng were 
you there? Then where did _you go? The interrogation was condu ct e d 
informally at a s p ecial c amp in Luck enwalde , Ge r marJ.y. Only one 
Der son condu ct e d t h e inte r rogation and h e was s k illed . He 
;Jant ed to x now a b o u t our Baz~oka; its eff ect and rang e·. He al-
so asked i f I h ad se e n any tanks at t h e f ront . l i nes. I was t here 
from Decembe r 22, 1943 to J une ·2, 194 4 . From t here we went 
to our p e r manent camp-.--Stalag 2B ," loc a t ed at t h e Polish b order 
eas t of Be r lin . · 



iJ. How did you feel the war was going when you were captured? 
I felt that the war was pretty rough going at the time of my 
capture although we (the Allies) were steadily advancing. 

24. Did you think you '. would eventually get home? 
I tr us t e d in the Lord, t b at he ~-r o u 1 d p ro t e ct u s and g e t us 

h or,1e somed ay. 

25. Did you have an opportunity to observe the enemy in combat, training, 
camp, or moving from one place to another? 

No. 

26. Did you suffer any injury at the time of your capture? What was 
done about your injury or illness £allowing your capture? 

I had no injury at the time of my cap ture. 

27. At your permanent ·camp or camps, would you describe your conditions. 
Food? Living 'area? Beds? Food ration? Health? Water? Weather? 
Number of men? Guards? Size.and location of camps? Organization 
in camp by enemy an¢! by U.S. forces? I g ot to my p e·r manent camp 
in fair condition.· The food was h eavily rati oned. ~ e receive~ 
one loaf of bread for three men for two days. :de g ot either a 
bowl of sou p or s·orne p otaV)8S (3 or 4) onc e ~ day. In the 
r:1orning an9- e vening we rec e ived 1-.iot ·wat e r to make coffee. Our 
living quar t e rs were barr ack s. -~he r e we~e five barracks in the 
American corap o und. A h i gh f e nce s urrounde d t h e barracks.- 3 ach 
barracks h ad two units: A and B. A washr o om was in the cent e r 
used by b o t h unit s . rrt-"J 'e floor 1:.vas made from brick. To e wat e r 
was good (we had to get it fr8m the was h room). The we ather was 
moderate with the temperature nev e r di pp ing below 30 de gre~ s 
d uring t l~e winter. I nev e·r k n e w b ow many rn en were in camp be­
cause t h ey can e one day · and the next othe I'S we r e s·ent out on 
commandos. At one time tll er e we re a bout 5 00 men in and out of 
camp. Along ~Ji th tb.e Ame ricans in Stalag 2B were French and also 
Serbs. They we. re kept sepe rate from the Ame ricans. , We we re al-
1owed to use t he same c h apel at d iffe r e nt times. Our services 
were conducted by lt'rench priests ·who also we re ·war prisoners. 
There were num e rous g uards p ost e d in 4 towe rs and also ~round 
th~ bar~acks on foot. Our entertainme nt wa s all from the States. 
We haci"several mu sical ins t ruments ·shipped in f rom YMCA' s and a 
complete band ·was for rrrnd. Tcrny g ave a conc e rt about once a month 
during the summer. The German s enjoyBd list e ning to our music 
as mudh as we did. They often g ath ered _on the other side of the 
comp ound to tak:e it in. We als o had 2 other arches tras in carnp. · 
One ·was the Nix Clicke rs. Th ey played harmonicas and · guitars. 
Ttl:1.El otner was Colonel Land and h is orchestra with accordian and 
$ r1.ngs.. - - -



28. While in your . permanent camp, did you know what was going on in the 
war? What did guards say about the ending of the war? 

":le were informed v ery little ab out t h e war fro m t h e Ge r mans. ~.fe 
rec e ived DVJre of our informati :)n .f:C' om ca.e> tiv e s as t h e-;:r came in. 

29. If you worked in camp or lived in work camps, please describe your 
daily transportation, work, food, punishment, etc.? 
i'iy job wa s inte r p ret or fo r t:1 e car,1 i1 so I ,:J2.s n e v ,=; r s ent o ut to 
j o i n t h e work p arties. The r e ~~s a b a r rack s in S tal a g 2 B wh ich 
wa s call e d t h e Clink. That was solit ary confinement w~e r e 
rati ons >Je re bT· e.s.d and !_·Je.te r f .-:J r a _'. ; e ri '.·) d of ti ra e d ::\_)e n d i ng on 
t h e 11 c i- i nrn 11 cornr1it t ed . 

30. Was your camp or camps ever bombed or damaged by the enemy or 
friendly military action? 

Our camp ·was never attacke d ':,·Jhile ·we i:.ve re t h ere. 

31. Could you describe ·your roll call or counting procedure in camp? 
Ev e ry morning every man had to rr et out of the barracks and line 
up to be count e d. Wh e nev e r t b e :;, e we r e some s h ort, a s e arch was 

· i mmediat e ly b e g un, g oing t h rough all the bu i ldings. 

32. What type of guards did you have? Age? Rank? Weapons? Number? 
Service, etc.? 
The guards were r o ug"~1ly in their 40 1 s. Their ranli:s rang ed from 
unde r officers to cap t ain. Th e y carried rifles. The g uards 
in the towers had machine guns. 



33. Could yo.udescribe your camp? · Size? Fences? Guard towers? 
Latrine? Ration distribution? Hours? Lock-up? Heat? 
Recreation, etc.? Stalag 2B ~ a s about the size of 4 city block s. 

The fence was high str ong wire. Our latrine was one bu i l ding 
with stalls ~like an o u thoL se. The building h ad a full concrete 
basement for t b.e rrn.t ~:rnrinP-: of :as te. ·;Jhenev e r it got i'ull it 
had to be p umpe d ·out and t1 a ·J led a ~.-rny i nto t h e fields. Ji,very Mond ay 
r.h::rning we we r e issued an Ame rican .2e d Cross food p ar,cel. It con­
tained 1 p ound of p o~de r ~ ilk, 1 p~ und of marger ine , 1 pound o f 
su g ar, 1 pack of crackers, 1 s ~ all can of' i n st ant co f fee, one 
can of corned beef or Spa~n :Jr .LJ I, em, 1 c an of t una, 3 p acks of 
ci g arettes, one solid c h ocolate bar, a~ d a b ox of p r un es o r 
raisins. At 7: 00 o'clock eve r y a v a n ing , ev e ryone h ad to b e in 
t h eir barracks unless acc ~~Jan i ed by a gu ar d. Our so urce of 
be at wa s a p ot belly stove in t he mi d d l e of each unit. The 
building was alway s unc.9mfort s.ble d ur ing the wint e r mJn.tbs. 1.rhe 
·'.'·i en al~-.rays b ad cold fe e·t. Ou r r e cr e ati on ·vni. s mostly p lay ing 
car 6 s. Some p l ayed p ok9 r f or ci ga~ 3 tt e s or food items. T~ere 
were readi n g , and s~ng in g g~ ing on occas i onally. Some of t h e 
very talented lay on their bunks· p lay ing l! arrnonicas_ or picolos. 
Otb ers tried to ma.tee '.:n me bre-w out of prunes, rais i ns, and su g ar. 

34. Could you describe the men close to you or the men you knew best? 
How did you get,along with ·them? 

~ e g ot along real we ll wi th ev ~ry one in the comp ound. Of co urse 
each one had some sp e cial friend. Th ere were no feuds or incidents 
of violence toward e a ch othe r. 



35. Could you· tell about epidemics or sickness in camp? What were the 
medical facilities? How were you medically treated in camp? 

I do not recall any e p idemi cs w~-:i i le I was in camp. If someone 
g ot sick, h e h a d to g o and as k to see the do ctor . I f 1.1e n eed ed 
treat me nt he ,l'jas t a.k en to a dLC'f e r 2nt Bar r a cks awa;l f r on o ur 
comp ound ~ h e r e he st ay e d unt il h e recov ered. So ne wor e sen t 
to a h o s p ital. 

36. Were any prisoners kille~ in camp or taken from camp and disappeared? 
1r o my k nowl e d g e no on e t .ras e ,v:r k ill ed or disappeared from 
c amp 

37. Could you describe the ration or food distribution system? How 
much? Fresh, canned, stale, dried, etc.? Local foods, Red Cross 
parcels, parcels from home, trade with guards or civilians? 

The so up or boi l ed p o tat oes ~ e re car ried b y two men wh o ~er e 
Am erican prisoner' s . Th e me a l was in :J al f baI'rels wi th a pol e 
r unning thr o ugh each s i de o f t h e b a r r e l. '.-l e h a d 'c1and-rnade 
mess ki ts to e at with . Th e f ood was di s jed o u t by t h e men 
who brought it in. ·r·:.i ;i-' e '.Fm no fo o d sent from l oved ones 
t hat I was a ware of. 1he on l y par cels from h ome c ontained 
cig arettes and other i terns t b at we re not ·to be h ad in p rison 
camp. 

38. Describe the type of work or responsibilities you .were assigned 
within the camp from friendly or qsA - prisoners? 

I h a d to t i-'anslat e the Ge r man to the Americ ans - and t o e Engl i sh 
to t h e Ger1n ans. · 



39. What were some of the things that kept you going while in camp? 
Your health? Age? Faith in U.S. Armed Forces? Religion? Family? 
Aid from other prisoners? 
Th~ t h ings t h at kep t me go i ng we r e mainly my he alth and faith 
in t he Lord and each ether, t b e n umerous entertainme nts we we re 
allowed by t h e German s a nd the news from t ~ e mo st r e c e nt arrivals. 

40. Did any prisoners become mentally-sick or irrational in camp and 
were they removed? 
rr 0 my l:r10-:;1 ledge no one '.:-;V :J r be came :mental ly ill an d ~)ad to b e 
r emov Gd. 

41. Did you have any secret radios, newspapers or outside news sources 
in camp from which you received information? What information did 
the enemy give you? 
We were no t allowed t o nave anv radi o in our po ss e ssion. Th e 
n e~,1s we r e c e ived cs:rne from Ger;;.i? Il newspapers and a lo ud s peaker 
mount ed at a high pol e outsi de of the barrac~s , a t tac~e d to a 
Germ an radi 1J soiJJet1l'1ere in -Stalag ~?B . 

42. Did you have any serious illness in camp? 
I ·was n ever . s er io i)rn l y ill wh i le in camp . 

43. Did you have any riots in camp? 
iJ e never had a riot whi le i n c amp. 



44. 

45. 

How did you first know that war was coming to ·an ~nd? 
We could tell by the way th e Ge r mans acted towards t h e prisoners. 
Th ey we r·e a lot more consider e. te t 11 an t h ey b ad been e arlier. 
Then came the bi g move from S t a l a g 2B to t b e we s te r n front. 
On January 29, l '·)/_~_S e v ,'?, r y pr is'Jn~r '.Jf -w ar h ad to le a ve 3 talag 
2B on foot a lon .s ~-.ri t h arr,;e d c uard s an d march to-r;·rnrds the 
1fest ~rn fro1;t _ b e catt-s 8 t b e 1J- 1::; r 1·12n s ·:rnul d not s u r r e n de r any 
American pris or:e :i:'s to the ? u s s i ans. 3 ,J we we re .::m f -'J (Yt -·-till 
, 1 l rj t 1 n - r - . - ·r T~i:1e --; -c o or u a:rc r:) . .,;e st aye d in la::."'gc:: stabl e s d uring 
t 11 r:::. n i' a- ,.J t '·)·- ,..., n J. ,. .. 'h .,__ T , ~ • " • 1 , .- - , . -· -'- , 

!. v - - (~ , [ . • -., 1 1 c; ... • - [.:: ~ J L, -: , S3 s -c .'.:'. v e a i n an op en 1 l 2 o • J e o u L L l, \ s ,2 e 
What were some of tfie tricks you played on guards? 

46. What about escape procedures and methods used by you or others 
that you have knowledge of or direct information about? 

47. 

48. 

I have no 1-::nc)~:Jl edg e of any e sc ap e proc s d Ln'es. 

Were you ever bombed by friendly or enemy aircraft? 
r,Je we re strucl{ s e v e ral timAs a t o ur bar::e a cks at Ha gn a u. One 
time a bomb ~as drop Je d o u tside of t h e comp ound b0t it did 

D
neos-'-cl,rb

1
loewaun-yp. sprne1:c_.J P

1
°"' a c

1
re :'°tL"-::nr ,as.n

1
. unn 

0
c ;r·1e cs

1

h::e e
1
. dp it out and rernov e d it. . b trip you took while a prisoner? 

A seargant and I were s ent off to Luckenwalde to ·an Interrog ation 
carnn on a German pass.en.r-: e r train." Th e train ·was so· crowded with 
Ge r ; an troops g oi~g horn~ for Christmas t h at there was only 
strai ght-stand ing ro ,_) m for us in a corner. An a rYned gu~rd was 
our escor t . ~b ile in Lucke nwalde we witnessed the b 8rnbing of 
Berlin wh ich ~-.ras abo u t 18 mil e s to the north . Th is was done 
Dec amber 24, 194 3. It lo ' k e d lik e a severe li gh tening storm. 
We left on t h e passe nger tr a in. Jan0iry 2, we went through 
Berlin wh ich lo oked lik e a s e v e re earth quak e h ad occurred. We 
went from t h e r e to Stalag 2B a n d arrived -t h ere the a f ternoon of 
January 3rd. 

p. 2 ) 



EX:-~i"PR ISONEH OF WAR (~UESTIONNAI HE Additional page- 2 

( continued from question L1.L~ ) 

b:mfires t'.) ke s p f r om fr e e z i rp_·. ·. 'fe d i d not re ceive any 
~1 e d Cr o s s a j_ d - "\.{_1 i re- '.) n t h e ,-., :.J v 2 , t 2J. e r e fo r e , t h e g o in g _:~rns 
rough be c ause o u r r• a tions T.ri r e so limi ted. F inally .s.t ·Che · 
19t ·:1 day of 1 ~ar ch , a~YJU.t ;::oo me n '. ---T e:-c e s e n t to :U ag en au_, Ge r r.Jany 
to a Ge~rrnan Ai r Bs.s e. 'f:J e I'e ~-.re ;3 tayed :.n1t il -,rn 1,rere liberated 
by t ern A.me ric ans. 

We W'~ "e o...s lJ it ~J r() V-Lt') CM s J-e to.\ J-3 ~c 1/\ J' Dut lx ,~ 7he w~ 0!~ 
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I , 

>~ e amp ~Y'O~ h !__.t /'tA' C\,; r' 1? ti 'dL r'>ro t{_c t/cf'. I 
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.) f f" 'h, t., e ~ 'h' J.' F . . .. 
. . h -e tJ ) 6 tv I AJ lt! Cr~ j #\ 3 th '< C ~ r h1 a.. )1 & i-l a..rc.~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
J F 'v c/A L " 'i./ e a- · O 'f. T \ . 

/ I\,; r C,.nJ I "t' f l.f. I() -e.. S O i\ Y ii U I it C c."L H1 ? il \ I t' .. 
_ . 111 "'e heh,,\, Bti.r.k'y 

Th err, C\ few hire · ~ i\ J... c>... t"-f'" ..z..1. "L<~,. 
. I ) ,. • vy I fl Lr·- s tJ TA e Sea...rc/u?JJ~' w/JI 
/Jo/ fin& t/iqn., Sc f'J_ ..... 

W,t. c, ' C I A e j c~, · J 7Jtll !1,iJ !A ehr.. 



49. When were· you close to death or felt all was not worth living and 
you probably would die or be killed? 

At t h e moment o f c a p t ure I f elt g r e a t depres sion and was s ure 
I would not mak e it. 

50. Could you tell about a.ny special religious observanc'es by the enemy 
or special occurance when they relaxed or tightened security rules? 
·:Je a l way s had )~_ arme d gu a rd s a t" ou r re l igio us s i:::? rv ic e s an d 
t ~ e re wa s n e ve r any d isiu r banc e by t~e enemy . 

51. Would you describe in detail any particular holiday, if observed, 
by enemy or prisoners, such as, New Years or Christmas. 

At Christmas s e ason abou t -on e week b e f or e Ch ristmas i n 1943 
the enemy wo c ld n o t l e t us us e ~ur chapel buil d ing a ny longe r 
because t h ey said they ne e deq t h e building f or oth er purj_J os e s. 
The Fr ench prisone rs h ad a b u ilding for movies and o t her ent e r­
tainments so t h e A_me ric a ns a ske d the Prench wh ich v.ra s more i ,n ­
porta.:.n.t to t hem: a s -(iow -h all 'J r a ch apel. They · a g r e ed to con­
vert it to a cb ap e l. The A~e r i cans and the French built a 
b e auti fu l altar a ut of r ~0gb l umb e r ~h ich we g ot from t h e 
Ge r mans. It t ook some bri b ing t o ge t t h e mat e rials. Se v er al 
cartons of cigarett e s Has t :1e ~)rice. i:Je h a d a Hi dn i ght Mass that 
all t he pris oners will r emembe r for t he r es t of t heir l i ve s. A 

52. HbW8 tU8 yo~ 8 ltei 8 1Sotift 8 fbbtFifi '2 ~Amf,1d ti~~ §1at~fi~~gf56a.11
·
1~grt~a{H.tfited. 

you? What was food? What were utensils? What did you make to eat 
with? Pots, pans, cups, plates? 

donside ring our position i s prisone rs of war, I felt t h at the 
food wa s fair , r1n s t 1 ir t h a n k s t o t h e A rn e r i c an Red · Cr o s s par• c e 1 s 
without which it wo uld ci ave b een v e r y s k i mpy. Th e fo~d was eithe r 
vege table so up or boi led po t at oes. Once in a great wh ile we g ot 
a p iece of sausage . At t be c amp i n Hagenau 1,rn g ot s -:J :.1p o u t o f 
dehydrated tur•nip s. It was h or r ibl e . ' . .fo were · issued sorne mess 
g e a r from t he Germans. 1I1he c L-:p s :,re made o u t of tin c ans. 



53. Were you aware of any other American or Allied POW camps in your 
area? Ci vilian camps? 
There wa s a Ru ss i on pr ison c amp a bo ut 2 mil es away f:'"'orn the Am -
e ric a n c amp. ;_fo l1ad to g·:J t 'ne r e fo r a CL1es t x-r ay one time . The y 
h ad it r o u r{n. '11:1ey did n-Jt r e c e ive any p a rce ls from t h eir c ount ry. 
To.ere ~.:r a s also a Ge r :_,J an garr•is'.)n c ar.~: ) ri ;zht n ext t8 t h e .Arner ican 
camp at .S t a lag 2B. -----.A b )a :i_.., d f ,sn c e , S 'Jl;18 c oil :::.) d barbe d wi re and (s ee p.J ) 

54. In reference to your mind or yourself, how do you feel --yeu held up 
in camp? Did you suffer periods of depression, crying, hysteria, 
headaches, loss of memory, etc.? How about the other ·men in camp? 
How do you feel you and others were able to live - without nervous 
breakdowns? 

There ~ .. .r ::3rc2 s ome men who ~-F::r e depres s ed, n ot so rrm c h abou t t ·oe 
c a mp life bu t r a t he r f ·,:0 om not h e a r ini?'. fro :n :10-cne, o r h.e a ring 
sad n e ws from h ome. i wa s s Aldom depre ssed a f t e r my c ap t ure. 
I a l ~ a y s n a nag sd to fi n d s ~8 eth i n g t o d o to k e ep my mind o cc up i ed . 

55. How do you feel other American POW's behaved or acted' while in enemy 
hands? Please do not name an individuar by name if you feel their 
behavior was not correct or up to the standards you set for yourself. 
I feel ot bers behaved rather well wb.il e in camp. They ke p t · 
t hemselves busy doing s o~e t b ing , such as p lay ing c ar6s, brewing 
li qu or out of raisins and prune s, or playing on. s mall m~si.cal 
instr ume nts, r ead i ng , ma k ing someth ing out of tin, p lay i n g soft­
ball or ju st wal king around t h e c omp~ und. 
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(continued from Que stion 53) 

anothe r wire f ence protect e d it an d a s entry ~ alk ing 6a ck 
and f orth separ ,?~ t ecr- t h e t ',; ·:) C2,nJ ]} S• 
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EX-PRISONER OF ·,,lAR QUESTIONNAIRE 
Additional pag e - 4 

(continue d fro m Que stion 61) 

to b e come c i vil i ans_. ?rom t be2 ,3 ~-.r e wen t on pass n g e r train 
to Le =-ravre, Pr a nc e . ~Ie j u st a b ) u t st a:-c v e d on that t ri-p .- .1e 
we r e s e rved a b 2 f; .9_1( fa s t at a s tat i on s t op , t :. J en tr a v e 1 e cl an ,:J ·t h er 
d ay until we g ot t o a carnp c a ll e d Car.ip Luct :y Strik e. ·· Th. at camp 
~as all t ents. l ft e r 2 day s t ~ e r e we want ou t on boat. 

\lt/r ~<i I ltJ ~tu !;·0ti l-n£-t ic lo.\t.\ -~it .4ii/p .,y,fh Wi,\.Te.") 
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~ e -00- i{-!} -~ ~l~y s CD 1n ,'t1-c3 ho..( J< fd ff, e Sh"~ S · 
\) ·,f- -. 
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I hoee. TAi .. s w;1; 

To t~L-J;est CJf 

A e / p )' o u ~ re t.:iu e.s t 

'l1( k--uow.-1'4-JJt., ~-



56. Towards the end of the war, what were first signs that the war was 
coming to an end in our favor? 

The long march to the west ~r n front Na s o ur fir s t s i g n t h a t 
the war was coming to an end in our fa~or. 

57. How did the enemy guards or administrative personnel · treat you towards 
the end of the war or when it was apparent the enemy would lose the 
war? The en emy gu ar : s and adm i n istrato r s ~ 2r e very c 0nsid 2~at e 
_t o t -o e ? ri-:?n =; 1 .... s. ;Fn ey ',,J ::, re "uF)stly c 'Jnc ,.::: rned ab :Ju.t ' I ~! E~ t >1ul c. 
n a ;::j L) en. -co -c ~J e r:1. 

58. Could you describe how your POW status ended? 
On Hay 2i~d, l ·:)L~ 5' t c1.e Amer ic an tro op s c ame in earl :7 i n t e 1:·1orn ­
ing riding on t a nks. 1-:Lrny destroye d all t h e war equi j_n:·; e ti t tb a t 
the enemy had aro und t h e r e ---mostly t he ir aircr aft. Tjer e d &s 
n o r 3s ist cm c e frcrm t he enemy . rr'crny just thr ew in t h e t ·Y:~ l. 

59. When or where did enemy guards leave? Did guards say or do anything 
at the end of the war? The enemy guards l eft us at our c amp as 
so ,:=m a s they s aw . t b e first Arne ric an troops come in. Tbey said, 
n :.Ie will n cYw trade. Yo u a r e n 8W free and we are t he p r isoners. 11 

60. What did the American staff at the camp ao at the . end of the war? 
1I1he American staff had the ir. band s· full -wi t h t h e Gerrn an military 
and c i vili ans _c oming in to su r render. The Germans a l l had to 
abandon t he ir me a ns of transportati on and g o on foot be L·1ind t h e 
line. Th ey ~ 8 r e se s n in fie l d s in gro up s lik e cattle in the 
pastures. It was a pitiful sight. 

61. At the end of the war, where did you move? What was your food? 
Your health? · Your moral,e? 'o'!e ~.-rnr e i-1auled on troop t ~u cks to 
3 ilde s heim, s a ut~ from Hagenau wher e we received medi cal care 
and wer e p ro i) er 1 y f ed. :;>J e w s re de 1 '.Ju s e d a n d re c e iv e d fr e sh 
ch othing. Our food i:..ras light to prevent us f r om becoming ill. 
We were s e rv e d a l o t of ch ick en ; s tewe d . The mor ale was g reat 
b e c au se we knew we W8r e on o ur way h ome. Fr om Hildesheim ·we 
we re flov,m out of Germany in C-4 7 1 s and landed in Nancy, Fran _ce 
for a roy al reception. We s p Ant enough time there to enjoy 
a g ood meal wict music. Then off ·we went on freight car s to a 
town, Epern~, France where we were furth er p rocessed :for s h ip­
n;1ent to _tbe States. \.fo s p ent · 2 days in r:..i'pe rn;;/. lear_ning how . 
lsee p. f J .. . 



62~ Could you describe some of the confusion that took place when you 
were liberated -at the end of the war? Time, place, friendly or 
enemy forces involved, food, health, morale, POW discipline in 
camp, contact with U.S. military forces, etc.? 
At t he e v e ning before we w~re l iberat e d we w2re t old that t h e 
Germa ns wou l d blow up their i~munit i on 0 umps i n the morning 
and the g u a:cds ,_,.Je :;_"e·--i n s t ru e t e d to t ,7J:ce t'r.1e ~Jri s oner s oµ_t of 
t he compound 2 miles a ~ay. ~~e ~na ricans b e a t t~em t o ii b y 
on e 11 our a:n. d et i d th e .i ob f::n~ t h e m . r.1 e d a.s h ·.., d o u t of . c arm 1 i k e 
scared r abo i ts. '1.1h e c ~)nf 1...1s l')D ··rn. s i mmense due to al l tb~ p eo1') l e 
comi ng t hro ugh to sur r e ~der. 

63. After liberation or the war ending, what happened? Did you move as 
an individual or group, go by foot, train, bus? Where did you go, 
to another U.S. camp? Refer t o Gue : ti on 61. 

64. What happened at your camp prior to returning to the States? Did 
u.s. military officials interroqate you, examine you physically, 
give you food, clothing, etc.? I ·-.! as not inte:rrog ated by U. S . 
officials. Th ey fed us :·Je l l and c1ot :i e d us. 



65. 

66. 

How,. when and, where ~did you ::_ arrive back in the United States? ·· bid 
you stay at some camp? Did you go home by train? ~tle g ot b ack 

to the States som ~time in late May ( in the harbor b y the St a tue 
of Lib e rty). From the re we '.·Tent to a camp in New J e rsey for one 
nigh t and t h en off to Fort Snelling f or fin a l c h eck out before 
g oing home. I continued h ome ~y train. 

What things today remind you of P.~iso~ life ~n.y9ur day,to , ~ay living? 
~,'I'nen I s e e p eople was ting f o od i L, ·,na _<:e s me -c h in_c now -cnan te l u-J_ 
we would h ave been if we had taat foo d d ur ing o ur ili1prisonrrkmt. 

·-:,· 

'67. Do you have an complaints about how you have been treated since your 
POW days? . 

I haie no complaints about t r eatment after my POW days. 

68. Do you have a picture of yourself prior to being a POW, preferably 
a picture in uniform? Do you have a picture of yourself following 
the war? Do you have a picture of yourself and your family recently 
taken, or taken within recent years? Any or all of these pictures 
would be appreciated. They will be returned to you after we have 
made copies of them. ~ 

69. Do you have any copies of telegrams from the War Department or the 
U.S. Government regarding your becoming a POW? Or your release, 
or war ti~e status as a POW? These or copies of these would be 
appreciated. If you wish them retur~ed, t~ey w~1i be s~nt back 
to you. I did not ke ep any l e tt e rs 1 receive d wnile being . 

a Pris.one r of ':var. I only received 2 letters fror:1 home while 
I was in P.O. W. cat11p. I did n :) t bring any souveniers h ome 
with me. 

· }. 



- 70 .• . 

71. 

72. 

Do you have·· any letters or copies of letters- you sent home or 
received from home during war or during period you were a POW? 
These or copies of these would be appreciated. They also will 
be returned if you so indicate in your reply. 

A few POW's were able to return to the U.S. or home with a few 
articles they may have made, been given or in some way secured in 
POW camp. Some of these could be: paper notes, camp regulations, 
clothing, cigarette lighter, insignia, hand made pans or pots, 
special cans used in camp, sma11· tools, etc. If you have any of 
these, we would appreciate a picture of them. If you desire they 
could be sent with this report and we will take a picture of them 
and return them to you if· you so desire. 

The above questions or suggestions are limited and .you may write 
or explain many items not included; therefore, feel free to express 
yourself in any manner you desire. 

An :rtgh ts reserved. N ~ porti_on of 
this publication ma.y be r~produre~ 
in any form without permission o,£ · 
writer. <,r. "N. Dak. EX·POW'S Inc." 
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