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ABSTRACT

Social networks are a way of creating a virtual identity
and entering into relationships with strangers in a series
of interactions that were not known to a man before the
existence of the Internet. Mobile phones and the virtual
world often create a personality of a person that is not the
same in the real world. It can be said that technology has
changed the course of humanity and human conscious-
ness and contributed to many changes in the mentality
of society, especially among the youth. Children are
often overwhelmed by materialism and jealousy, which
further encourages them to become an unconscious, im-
moral and unambitious population. One of the negative
effects of social networks is the abuse of privacy, which
is also becoming a growing problem everywhere in the
world and should not be ignored. However, a positive
attitude should be maintained when it comes to social
networks, because they facilitate communication, ac-
cess to information and learning, greater availability of
services and free advertising of some products or ser-
vices. High school students use the Internet intensively
every day, and the work raises the question of whether
they use it constructively or destructively. The research
was conducted in 2019, the population of high school
students was observed and 100 students were included
on the territory of Belgrade, Ni§ and Vitina.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Social networks have a profound impact on the modern world. At the individual
level, “there are negative correlations between the intensive use of social net-
works, subjective well-being, and mental health” (Allcott et al., 2020). A modern
user of social networks is used to having information about happiness avail-
able to him now and immediately. He is a “turbo-consumer, accustomed to a
hyper individualized hyper-choice, which, therefore, rests on a strong sense of
individualized consumption” (Lipoveski, 2008). Alcott also notes that “negative
outcomes such as suicide and depression rose sharply during the period when the
use of smartphones and social networks expanded” (Allcott, et al., 2020). Social
networks have contributed to the undermining of social awareness, democracy
and various abuses of rights, despite the fact that they still survive because the
positive experiences of their use successfully overcome the negative ones. In or-
der to examine the impact of social networks on the quality of life and education
of young people, the following hypotheses were tested:

H1: “Students have a positive attitude when it comes to the usefulness and the
use of social networks”;

H2: “Social networks have influenced the change in the mood and the quality of
life of young people”

H3: “Social networks have become an integral part of life, especially among
young people”.

Students spend too much time on social media, which often leads to mood swings
and addictions, especially when they have experienced some form of abuse, that
often puts them in a depressed state and affects their quality of life. On the other
hand, they find them useful for learning and education.

For younger, undisciplined people, with insufficiently developed critical aware-
ness, a few clicks bring immense satisfaction, the illusion of happiness and an
escapist solution - an escape from studying, learning and school everyday life
which require a certain mental effort and discipline. Often, young people on
the Internet are looking for a way to break free or escape from the everyday
social environment, overcome peer violence, escape from loneliness and misun-
derstanding of their own peers. In a 2017 longitudinal study, a group of authors,
summarizing thousands of previous studies, stated that “there are a significant
number of studies that have shown the importance of social interactions for peo-
ple’s well-being” (Sakya & Nicholas, 2017). Interactions that take place through
social networks are also included and it is confirmed that “human beings pro-
gress faster with social support and positive reactions of the environment and on
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social networks” (Sakya & Nicholas, 2017). Bokan (2020) points out that the
enjoyment and pleasant incentives that users receive on social networks do not
pass without negative consequences. Personal data entered in user profiles are a
lure for sellers who advertise their products on social networks and whose sales
depend on the attention of users that they manage to attract on social networks.
“Namely, the user pays for his virtual experience with exploitation and cashed
attention, which is occupied by frequent low-intensity pleasures” (Bokan, 2020).

In the developmental psychology of the child, puberty is marked as “a period
when there is a strong need to belong”. In social networks such as Instagram,
this phenomenon is especially pronounced because it has enabled everyone to
show an embellished and hyperbolized version of their life. When young people,
looking for their idols, see exaggerated versions of other people’s lives, their
psychological well-being is disturbed and their psyche is adversely affected.

Young people compare their own reality and everyday life with the one from
photography, notice differences and inconsistencies, and this cognitive disso-
nance is a favorable trigger for developing feelings of inferiority and dissat-
isfaction with one’s own life. Based on the data obtained from the survey, we
will see how the mass use of social networks affects the youth in Serbia, from
the perspective of high school students, that is how high school students in Nis,
Vitina and Belgrade manage on social networks and whether they can recognize
violence on the Internet.

2. OVERVIEVW OF THEORETICAL IDEAS

“Social networks use social interactions and thus deepen loneliness and depres-
sion” (Twerge, 2017). The discontinuity is noticeable in the development of
human society from the most primitive communities throughout history to the
present moment. Historians and anthropologists talk about discontinuity every
time there is a significant change in the way the human community is produced
or organized. Chronologically, the closest point of discontinuity to us arose in
the 17th century, when, as Giddens (1998) claims, “a special form of organiza-
tion of society and social life in Europe emerged, which spread further around
the world”. Post-industrial society and postmodern culture have especially influ-
enced the transformation of identity which in the true sense of the word has be-
come fluid — multidimensional, discontinuous, decentralized, fragmentary, un-
stable and volatile (Bozilovié, 2020). At the same time, new tendencies in culture
have completely thinned the line between high and popular creativity and thus
called into question the status of established, hitherto valid values (Bozilovi¢
2020).
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A new point of discontinuity arises precisely with the mass use of the Internet.
With the advent of the internet we can talk about a new phase, a postmodern age
phase or even a post-postmodern one. The social sciences are currently looking
for new answers and theoretical approaches that would include new changes in
life habits and interpersonal relationships. If we talk about the present time, we
could say that the time of the media that have become an integral part of every-
day life is a means of communication, entertainment and non-formal education
(Ivanovi¢, 2019)

The use of social networks is now one of the needs, that is, imposed needs. Eve-
ryday use of these technologies is taken for granted. Young people in Serbia find
themselves in a post cultural universe with one part of their being, reason, while
they are emotionally enchanted by false images of the past filled with myths and
various superstitions (Bozilovi¢, 2020). The use of social networks in this way
can be purposeful, because through the experiences of others, each individual
can acquire new knowledge, develop, learn and improve the quality of all seg-
ments of life (Ivanovié¢, 2019). Users of social networks should be able to think
critically about media content, evaluate it and only in the end, if necessary, use
it. The speed at which modern media are incorporated into everyday life, as well
as into the educational system, also contributes to this situation (Ivanovié, 2019)

Videos, blogs and posts on Instagram primarily offer tips that cover all aspects of
life: health, love, sports, work, etc. (Lipovetski, 2008). Media all the more, be-
cause the technology necessary for their production is advanced, favorable and
accessible. The content offered in the media is less informative and educational,
and is primarily aimed at entertainment. Entertainment brings the biggest profit
and unwritten media logic is focused primarily on making the biggest possible
profit (Vudeti¢ & Radovanovié¢ Sarenac, 2018).

Social networks should be seen as a means of pedagogical development. This is
very important, if we start from the fact that in today’s dynamic world, education
still rigidly adheres to traditional perceptions and changes that have occurred or
are occurring are minimal (Ivanovié, 2019). Modern digital media in education
find various applications: from curricula for learning and exercises, databases
and tools, through games for learning and simulation, to complex communi-
cation and cooperation environments (Ivanovié, 2019). Information accessed
through the Internet is organized in a certain way by search engines, even inter-
connected through links, but this does not mean that it allows users to improve to
the level of experts. This information is primarily configured to shape the user,
primarily the consumer. Content on the Internet is aimed at promising or offering
the greatest possible happiness to anyone who approaches it.
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Marshall McLuhan’s media are described as sensory and neurological exten-
sions of human consciousness that, in spite of being useful, create dependence
(McLuhan, 2002). For dependent users of social networks, hedonism is the basic
value orientation in the abundance of content (Vukadinovi¢, 2013). They give
their time and attention for the sake of satisfying the illusions that the media of-
fer them, and the media, i.e. the creators of the content on social media, sell their
audience to producers (Herman & Chomsky, 1988). Now this is incomparably
easier than in the eighties and nineties because for the creators of media content
on social networks, ordinary people and their companions are easier to identify
and they consciously decide that they “help in generating revenue by being their
videos, like and watch the commercials and video to the end. People spend most
of their time in virtual space separated from direct communication, which is par-
ticularly acute among young people, whose life takes place in the world of hyper
production, networking and virtuality (Bazi¢, 2017).

The discontinuity of consciousness arises in the perception of an individual when,
clicking from link to link, they expose themselves randomly or semi-randomly,
to information and content from the Internet. Such knowledge or “information”
has no clear structure and the individual perceives a wealth of visual, auditory
and textual information that does not meet any criteria of relevance or reliabil-
ity. Chaos in the hierarchy of information and mental activity that is unfocused
and does not have constructive and visible results, leads to dissatisfaction and

depression (Csikszentmihalyi, 2008).
The Internet and social networks contribute to the rapid spread of various ideas

and more efficient operation of various organizations, especially terrorist ones,
which causes fear in people (Bazié, 2017).

Lyotard marked the postmodern abandonment of faith in the progress of man-
kind and the disappearance of the “great narrative”, which referred to the devel-
opment of history in chronological order and implied the continuous well-being
of mankind (Lyotard, 1985).

Giddens notes that “the life forms brought by modernity have removed all tra-
ditional types of social order in a way that has never been seen before. For the
power and breadth of transformation are deeper and greater in the modern age”
(Gidens, 1998). He, of course, wrote this in 1998, before the mass use of the
Internet. The mass use of social networks has the consequence of even more
recent, i.e. newer and newer life forms of social interactions.

These changes affect the personal life and intimacy of social network users.
Should we be wary of them? Is it justified to trust social networks? Is the man
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of the consumer and information society doomed to a diabolical pact? (Bellini
1987).

Disruption in the private lives of individuals arises precisely with the abundance
and randomness of information that affects the interruptions and discontinuities
of consciousness. With the interruption of the chronological thread, there is also
the interruption of spatial frames. Thus, an individual’s perception of time and
space is no longer similar to the perception that our contemporaries had before
using the Internet and social networks. Both time and space have undergone a
kind of transformation.

Modernity has, therefore, a dark side, but certainly also a side of inconceivable
possibilities provided by the speed of information transfer, their availability and
exchange. The hypermodernity of the modern information age implies contact
with many other users of social networks, who are strangers to each other. The
character of communication is transient, and there is really no contact and in-
teraction with complete personalities, who have unique identities within their
smaller communities.

As there has been more and more talk lately about the impact of social media
on mental health, various questions have been asked — is it even possible to put
all social networks in the same category and, if not, what distinguishes them and
do they have different effects on the mental health of individuals (Biglbauer &

Korajlija, 2020)?

The use of social networks is associated with the degree of loneliness and a sense
of belonging in society, life satisfaction and self-esteem. Now their identity is
anonymous, changeable or limited to an avatar, i.e. information displayed in an
online profile.

The impact of technological changes on the introduction of new teaching con-
tent in education is visible in all areas and at all levels of institutional education
(Bazi¢, 2017). The rapid growth in the number of users of social networks is evi-
denced in the study conducted by the Pew Research Center for the territory of the
USA, according to which there are as many as 72% of adult users in the United
States (Gardasevi¢, 2021). Social networks have become an integral part of life
in the 21st century, especially among young people, as indicated by the fact
that there are currently over 3.8 billion users worldwide (Biglbauer & Korajlija,
2020). Every day we witness the increasingly intensive development of modern
information technology that affects all segments of human activity and its ac-
celerated and negligible impact on education (Novokmet, 2020). The use of ICT
in teaching is becoming more pronounced, and learning through them is already
known as M - learning. Tablets enable the use of electronic books, video and
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audio educational content from many subjects and thus make them much more
interesting and understandable (Bazié, 2017). Namely, Internet users should be
able to think critically about media content, evaluating them and only in the end,
if necessary, use them. The speed at which modern media are incorporated into
everyday life, as well as into the educational system, also contributes to this situ-
ation (Ivanovi¢, 2019).

Starting from theoretical settings that should reconcile cognitive, social values,
classical and ICT models of learning, the need for individualization and meeting
the needs of today’s society is pronounced (Vasiljevi¢, 2016).

In the last ten years, social networks have become a digital gathering place for
a large number of people. There are four million Facebook accounts in Serbia
alone, while Instagram recorded two million users in 2018. The popularity of
social networks has made it easy for users to organize and gather around certain
interests (Novokmet, 2020). According to a survey by Social Serbia with the
support of Huawei Mobile 2020, the most popular social network in Serbia is
still Facebook, but the number of users continues to decline slightly from year to
year (Social Serbia, 2021).

Realizing the importance of innovation in education, but also society as a whole,
developed countries are among the first to create, adopt and develop strategies
for innovative education (Vasiljevié¢, 2016). The unification of the education
system and the aspiration towards its stronger global regulation is a very cor-
responding tendency to the Fourth Industrial Revolution, which generates needs
for knowledge that is universally and directly applicable in order to accelerate
labor mobility and competitiveness in the global market (Bazi¢, 2017). Recently,
dozens of new profiles have been established on Instagram, the goal of which
is to explain a rule or popularize a linguistic or literary topic in various ways,
primarily in cooperation with images and text, profiles that pay special attention
to the quality of visual and thematic contents are, above all, in Serbian (Novo-
kmet, 2020). It is necessary to devise ways to bring the wonderful world of the
Internet closer to children and young people. Social networks can be oriented
towards the individual as an individual and a social being. It is for these reasons
that the American Psychological Association has created principles that support
educational reforms around the world, based on the transformation and moderni-
zation of learning paradigms in the new ICT environment (Vasiljevi¢, 2016). The
results of the research confirm the assumptions about underutilized educational
resources of libraries, especially when bearing in mind that most students from
the earliest days are directed toward the use of their services, and deviations
from expected results occurred in connection with reading electronic and printed
books.
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With the extreme expansion of social media in recent years, we see that among
hundreds of millions of users, some are becoming extremely popular. That is,
so popular that they certainly influence the decisions of people active online
(Bogicevi¢, 2020). The most influential influencers in Serbia are among the
ranks of Twitter users (mostly for political marketing) and Instagramers (the
most influential are currently gamers and bloggers). They shape the thoughts of
young people with their posts, messages and pictures (Bogiéevi¢, 2020). This
raises the issue of trust, privacy, as well as the issue of security of Internet users.
Through Instagram accounts, everyone who has them can connect with other us-
ers of this social network and follow their activities. Advertising on Instagram is
becoming increasingly popular in Serbia, because over 1.5 million people sign
up for this application every day, over 38% are users aged 18 to 24 and over 34%
are users aged 24 to 35 (Vukovi¢, 2020).

Many researchers have realized that the network perspective provides new levers
for responding to standard social and behavioral research problems, giving a
precise formal definition of aspects of the political, economic or social structural
environment (Raki¢ & Marjanovié¢, 2019). In the last few years, influencers have
positioned themselves as potential promoters, creating opinions and shaping
consumer attitudes in the most effective and cheapest way, unlike, for example,
promotion by celebrities or some other marketing strategies (Bogicevi¢, 2020).

In Serbia, young people are very active on social networks and spend a lot of
time contacting friends through social networks and following the content of
influencers. Most young people in Serbia follow one or more influencers, while
the most represented areas are fashion and cosmetics (Bogicevi¢, 2020).

3. METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH TO THE PROBLEM

As for data processing, for the purpose of the research, we used descriptive sta-
tistics and correlation analysis procedures. The variables that are correlated are
“favorite social network” and “social network they spend the most time on”;
“frequency of the use” and “mood swings”; “addiction” and “jealousy”; “utility”
and “education”. The scale was reduced in order to examine the extent to which
the position on “the use of social networks in education” is congruent with the

general position on “the usefulness of social networks”.

The research was conducted in 2019. The sample consists of 100 respondents
from schools in Belgrade, Nis$ and Vitina, and it is a pilot research. Students from
the first to the fourth grade of the Technical School from Vitina, the Polytechnic
— School for New Technologies from Zemun and the Secondary School of Elec-
trical Engineering “Nikola Tesla” Ni§ were examined.

246 http://www.ae.ef.unibl.org/



http://www.ae.ef.unibl.org/

(ACE) Acta Economica, Vol. XIX, No. 34, 2021 239 - 256

The aim of the research is to find out whether students recognize the impact that
social networks have on their daily lives: whether they access social networks
during classes, whether they recognize a change in mood after accessing social
networks and whether they believe that social networks have a positive effect on
their motivation, learning and whether they use social networks for some kind
of education.

The subject of the research is the impact that social networks have on high school
students, their quality of life, mood and education.

The data collection instrument is a survey with 15 questions. The data were dis-
tributed among the schools in which the research was conducted. Students had
the opportunity to leave their opinion or comment at the end of the survey.

The terms the young and youth in the Law on Youth of the Republic of Serbia
published in the Official Gazette (ZOM, 50/2011) is defined as follows:

“Youth or young people are people from the age of 15 to the age of 30.”

Since the focus of this research is high school students, the terms the young and
youth were used in a narrower sense, as a synonym for this target age group. Our
conclusions do not apply to those over 18. The paper can serve as a starting point
for more general research that would include respondents of other ages who also
belong to the category of young people. The paper tries to look at the phenom-
enon of social networks from the perspective of pedagogues and subject profes-
sors, persons responsible for the upbringing and education of those younger than
themselves.

Manuel Kastels (Kastres, 2014) provides the following explanation of the term
network:

“The network is a set of interconnected hubs. Hubs can have different levels of
importance in the network, and therefore in some versions of network theory
hubs that are particularly important are called centers.” He further states (Kas-
tres, 2014) that networks have: “the ability to introduce new actors and new
content into the process of social organizations, with relative autonomy that ex-
ists when it comes to centers of power”. The social networks that are the subject
of our survey are: Instagram, YouTube, Facebook, Twitter and Snapchat. These
networks were chosen because students prefer them due to the type of interac-
tions and media that can be shared through them. At first, YouTube certainly
functioned as a site for sharing media content, but it soon added benefits for
social networking, so now it fully functions as a social network, but has retained
the basic feature of a site for sharing video content (Cejko. 2019). Due to this
property, it is in the survey.
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4. RESEARCH RESULTS

The comment of one of the respondents is striking: “Parents think that YouTube
is fooling people, but I do not agree with that and I think that YouTube has edu-
cated more people than schools.” This indicates a generational conflict, but also
a great deal of confidence in the quality and usefulness of the information ac-
cessed. Also, the second comment: “It depends which social network is in ques-
tion. For example, YouTube has nothing to take from you or hide while you post
the situation of your life on Instagram and Facebook.”

The structure of respondents by gender, year of education and school they attend
is shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Structure of respondents by gender, year of education and school they attend

Respondent structure N

Gender of respondents

Men 57
Female 43

Year of schooling

First 20
Second 54
Third 11

Fourth 15

Number of respondents per school

Technical School Vitina — Vrbovac 30
Secondary School of Electrical Engineering “Nikola Tesla” Ni$ 35

Polytechnic — School for New Technologies, Zemun 35

Total students 100

Source: Author’s calculation

4.1. Favorite social network students spend most of their time on

The results in 7able 2 indicate that, when it comes to students’ favorite social
network, Instagram is convincing with 70 students, followed by Facebook with
24 students, while the rest of the students opted for YouTube, Snapchat, Twit-
ter and other social networks. Students spend most of their time on the social
network Instagram, which once again confirms the fact that it is their favorite
social network, then on Messenger, and least on Twitter, which is not strange,
because there is an opinion that Twitter is mostly used for business and political
activities.
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Table 2. Display of the distribution by categories of the variable “favorite social
network” and “social network they spend most of their time on”

Favorite social network N The social network they spend most of their time on
Instagram 70 Instagram 74
Facebook 24 Facebook 16
YouTube 1 Messenger 3

Social network Twitter 1 Social network Twitter 5
Snapshot 1 YouTube 2
Others 3 Others 0
Total 100 Total 100

Source: Author’s calculation

Relying on technology, daily access to the Internet and having a profile on one
of the social networks is a default part of everyday life. The simplicity and good
concept of Instagram have made the application develop and spread around the
world at the incredible speed (Vukovié, 2020).

4.2. Students’ attitudes about privacy and data abuse on social networks

What is worrying is the fact that 93 students had some form of abuse on social
networks, of which 74 female students, whereas 7 students had a different at-
titude and it is the students who spend little time on social networks - Table 3.

Table 3. Attitudes of students about privacy and misuse of data on social networks

Guaranteed data privacy N Abuse on social media
Yes 57 Yes 93
No 43 No 7
Full structure
Male Female Male Female
Yes 33 24 Yes 19 74
No 20 23 No 4 3
Total 100 Total 100

Source: Author’s calculation

Guaranteed privacy on the Internet means the right to personal information, stor-
age, use, security from third parties and display of personal information, iden-
tification information related to the visitor of a particular social network. The
most common form of privacy abuse occurs through the use of other people’s
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data, false information, downloading and misusing photos and videos. In modern
society, often the question arises to what extent the collection and disposal of
personal data are allowed and justified. Today, due to the large number of social
network users, they are most exposed to this type of data abuse and privacy.
Based on the obtained results, we can conclude that females are more exposed
to the abuse of privacy on social networks. On the other hand, it is encouraging
that 72 students think that social networks are a useful thing in their education,
growing up and education.

4.3. Students’ attitudes about the usefulness
of social networks and their use in education

Social networks were confirmed by 72 students, while 28 students had the op-
posite attitude, so the first research hypothesis (H1) was confirmed. The follow-
ing table shows students in terms of usefulness and the use of social networks in
education and training. - Table 4.

Table 4. Display of the difference in the level of expression of the positive attitude of
students towards the usefulness and the use of social networks in education

Student attitude N

The usefulness of social networks

Yes 72

No 28
Motivation to learn after using social networks

Yes 8

No 92

The use of social networks for educational purposes (as an aid to the adoption of school
materials, follow influencers in the field of education, use Youtube to learn new skills, etc.)

Yes 89

No 11
Access to social networks during classes and classes

Yes 70

No 30

Total students 100

Source: Author’s calculation

Exactly 72 students have confidence in the usefulness of social networks, al-
though a significantly smaller percentage is convinced that they are guaranteed
privacy on social networks. However, 92 students are not motivated to learn
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after accessing social networks, while for 8 students this attitude is less impor-
tant, which can be related to previous questions and answers of students created
in this research, when it comes to the use of social networks. Furthermore, 30
surveyed students do not access social networks during school hours, while 70
students use phones in class, which is an alarming figure for teachers and wor-
rying if we consider various possibilities of manipulation, except in the case
of permission by teachers or the use for learning. It is also encouraging that 89
students use social networks for educational purposes to help them adopt school
materials, follow influencers in the field of education, use Youtube to learn new
skills, etc. In order to examine the extent to which the attitude towards the use
of social networks in education is congruent with the general attitude about the
usefulness of social networks, the attitude item about education was recorded so
that one indicates a negative attitude (has a lower “intensity”) and a two a posi-
tive attitude “intensity”), and then correlation analysis was applied and it was
obtained that there is a statistically significant low, positive correlation between
the general attitude towards the use of social networks and the attitude about
online education and training (p = 0.14, p = 0.01). Thus, students who have a
positive general attitude towards the usefulness of social networks, also have a
negative attitude towards the use of social networks in education and training.
From this we can conclude that most of the mental energy is spent during the stay
on social networks, that students are exhausted after using social networks and
that they do not find motivation on social networks, ie. “constructive incentive
to learn” (Vuci¢, 1991).

4.4. Students’ attitudes about mood swings, the frequency of the use,
addiction or jealousy with access to social networks

Social networks undoubtedly affect us, as we do not seem to be moving in the
direction of reducing the use of technology and related social networks, so in the
long run it is important to learn how to function in a technology-mediated world
in a way that benefits our mental health (Biglbauer & Korajlija, 2020). There are
a large number of social networks on the Internet and they represent an increas-
ingly important space for communication, cooperation and exchange of ideas
(Bazi¢, 2017). They represent a great challenge to education because they are
very close to pupils and students so they form an integral part of their lives, they
are the media through which information spreads quickly, like-minded people
gather around them, various ideas are promoted and changes are encouraged
(Bazi¢, 2017).
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A large number of students are aware of the change in mood affected by their
stay on social networks, and yet 83 stated that they cannot not access social
networks at least once a day, so based on this attitude it can be concluded that
hypothesis (H3) has been confirmed. Social networks often lead to the change of
mood, way of thinking and desire to become something that in reality we do not
want so much. In this respect, 96 respondents rounded up the affirmative answer
when it comes to their mood before and after the time spent on social networks,
whether it was depression, empathy or joy, and the research hypothesis (H2) was
confirmed. Also, more than half of the respondents feel nervous when they are
not able to access social networks. Nervousness or discomfort if they are not able
to access social networks is always felt by 25 students, sometimes by 64 students
and never 11 by students.

Table 5. The difference in the level of frequency of the use and mood swings

Students’ attitudes N

Could you spend a day without using social media?

Yes 17
No 83
Does it happen that after the time spent on social networks your mood changes?
Yes 96
No 4
Do you feel nervous or uncomfortable when you are not able to access a social network?
Yes, sometimes. 64
Yes, always. 25
No, I never feel that way. 11
Total students 100

Source: Author’s calculation

Among the negative emotions, there is jealousy, with the largest percentage of
students claiming that they sometimes felt jealous because of the post they see on
the social network (64 students), but also the vast majority, almost the same per-
centage of students, publish statuses that provoke this feeling in their companion
(97 students). In addition, 21 students feel jealous because of someone’s post on
social networks, while 15 students never feel jealous, and they are students who
are less active on social networks or who are active on a social network that is
less popular with the younger generations.
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Table 6. Students’ attitudes about addiction and jealousy

Students’ attitudes N

Have you ever felt jealous because of someone’s post on a social media?

Yes. 21
Yes, but sometimes. 64
Never. 15
Have you ever posted something to provoke envy or jealousy in a friend or a companion?
Yes 97
No 3
Total students 100

Source: Author’s calculation

Out of 100 surveyed students, only 3 surveyed students did not have posts on
social networks with the aim of causing envy or jealousy among their friends,
which is also a worrying fact. Young people, under the influence of social net-
works and the environment, often present themselves differently from real life,
in order to gather likes, views or audience.

5. CONCLUSION

The impacts that social networks have on the quality of life of high school stu-
dents can be viewed as constructive (advantages) and include: easy and fast com-
munication, availability of information that will benefit the further education of
students and achieving long-term life goals. Influences that disrupt the quality of
student life, negatively affecting their mood and feelings, zeal for learning, and
long-term success in school and life, are what we have identified in this paper as
shortcomings.

There is a need to raise awareness among young people regarding the digitaliza-
tion of education and the application of ICT. Electronic media provide the abil-
ity to quickly gain knowledge. The knowledge acquired in a traditional school
should be replaced by the development of information retrieval skills using ex-
isting technologies and their conversion into information that students under-
stand and know how to apply. Digitization of education is a very responsible
social and economic task.

The term postmodern, introduced by Jean-Frangois Lyotard, in an effort to name
the non-historical period in which humanity finds itself, with the use of the Inter-
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net, can be further developed to follow technological progress and correspond to
the most modern state of society, i.e. societies.

In the newly formed phase, there is a certain disorientation of a person. It is pri-
marily conditioned by the discontinuity of consciousness and the randomness of
information. These two concepts, together, go hand in hand. In contrast to formal
education, which is realized in certain institutions, through pre-planned and or-
ganized curricula, which include gradual acquisition and mastery of knowledge,
where between the phases there is a conditionality — the transition to the next
phase of learning and education is impossible without mastering the previous
phase of random information scattered across the internet.

The fact that a large part of their time, as well as the time spent at school, young
people spend on social networks, testifies to the fact that young people do not
know how to use their time well and productively, and that they are not overly
focused on planning for the future. It is up to parents and teachers to point out to
them that life can have a better structure, and thus greater quality and satisfac-
tion. Adolescent egocentrism and mistrust towards the generation of parents and
teachers can be a challenge and an obstacle for both parents and teachers, since
adolescents at this developmental stage notice a discrepancy between the ideal
and the real, and this is a frequent source of dissatisfaction and rebellion directed
at the elderly.

This research fills a gap in the literature regarding the usefulness and disadvan-
tages of social networks for the younger generations in Serbia. The research was
conducted in 2019. Since then social networks have gained additional impor-
tance as support in conducting online classes, as well as remote communication.

Recommendations for future research are to include a larger sample and impact
which networks have on online teaching. Future research should include primary
school students, both because of the growing representation of students on social
networks, and because of the usage of social networks for teaching.
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AHAJIN3A YTULHAJA JPYIITBEHUX MPEKA HA
KBAJIUTET KUBOTA U OBPA3OBAIBA MJIAJIUX

1 Jenena Jepruh, [TonurexHuka — mKoa 3a HOBE TeXHONOTHje, beorpan, Cpouja
2 Munan C. Jlajuh, Texanuka mkona Buruna, Bpoosai, Cpouja

CA/KETAK

JpymTBeHe Mpexe jecy Ha4uH Ja ce Kpeupa BUPTYEIHU UACHTUTET U CTYIH Y
OJJHOCE ca HEMO3HATHM JbYIUMA, Tj. CTPAaHLUMMa Y HU3 MHTEPAKLKja KOje HHCY
Omsle To3HaTe YOBjeKy IpHje TOCTOjara WHTepHeTa. MoOumHu TenedoHH H
BUPTYEJIHU CBHjET YECTO KPEUpajy JMYHOCT OHAKBY KaKBa OHa HHUje y CTBap-
HOM cBeTy. Moxke ce pehu na je TexHoor1ja u3MHjeHnIa TOK YOBj€YaHCTBA H
Jby/ACKE CBH]ECTH M JIOTIPUHHjeJIa MHOTUM M3MjeHaMa y MEHTAJINTETy IpYyILITBA,
HApOUYUTO KoIl omianuee. Jljera HepujeTko OuBajy 00y3eTa MarepHjaTu3MoM H
JbyOOMOpPOM, IITO MX AaJbe MOACTHYE A2 MOCTAaHy jeHA HECBjeCHA, HEMOpaHa
¥ HeaMOUIMO3Ha Monyaauyja. Jeaan of HeraTuBHUX YTHILAja IPYIITBEHUX Mpe-
JKa jecte 3moynorpebe MpUBaTHOCTH, INTO, Takohe, mocTaje pactyhu mpodiem
CBYTJIj€ Y CBHjeTy W He Tpeba ra 3aHeMapuTH. MelyyTum, unak Tpeda 3aapxaru
W TO3UTHBAH CTaB Kaja Cy y NMUTamy APYIITBEHE MPEXKE, jep ONaKIIaBajy Ko-
MYHHKaIHjy, PUCTy HH(popMaIjama u yuewy, Beha je ToCTymHOCT yciyra,
OecIUlaTHO OIVIallaBamke HEKUX MPOM3BOAa MM yciayra. CpenmOIIKOIIH CBa-
KOZIHEBHO HHTEH3MBHO KOPUCTE HHTEPHET, a paj nokpehe nurame 1a Ju ra Kopu-
CTe KOHCTPYKTUBHO WJIN IeCTPYKTUBHO. VMcTpaxkuBame je cnpoBeneHo y 2019.
TO/IMHU, TOCMAaTpaHa je Momylalija CpeImkoIIKonana, a ooyxsaheno je 100 yue-
HUKa Ha Teputopuju beorpana, Humra u Butnse.

Kibyune pujeun: opywmeene mpesice, Mucmazpam, Jymjyo, miaou.
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