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Welcome from the members of the Library Space SIG! 
The SIG-Library Space charge is to promote discussion and exchange of ideas about the design and delivery 
of library spaces and services across systems and cultures. Here are our members: 

Kelly Miller, 
U. of  Miami  
Libraries,  
United States; Chair 

Simone Kibler, 
Technical University  
of Braunschweig,  
Germany 

 
           

       

Gry Bettina  
Moxnes, Oslo 
Metropolitan U.,  
Norway 

Samantha  Narcis, 
U. of  Adelaide  
Library, 
Australia 

Veronika  Dmitrievna 
Schubert,
Tomsk State University, 
Russia 



) 

University of Miami, 
United States 

Technical University of 
Braunschweig, Germany 

Oslo Metropolitan U., Norway 

U. of Adelaide Library, Australia 

Tomsk State University 
Research Library, Russia 

Global Representation 
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Key Questions 
in 2022 

• What are current and emerging space 
priorities in University Libraries across the 
globe? 

• What types of spaces are libraries developing 
or renovating? Are these priorities 
geographically or culturally specific? 

• How might we learn from our global 
counterparts to improve our spaces and 
expand our thinking about them? 



 

   
 

 

  
 

 

 

Goals and 
Structure for 

Today’s 
Session 

Goals: 

- Foster international conversation about library 
space planning and design 

- Share ideas about 4 topics: 
1. Planning and Renovation 
2. Emerging Library Space Types 
3. Virtual Library Spaces 
4. Resources: Toolkits, Conferences, etc. 

- Gather your input 



 

 

    

 

 

Topic 1:  Planning and Renovation 

Example 1: Planning a New Library 

The University Library as the heart 
of the campus. 

The planning of a new library at 
OsloMet. 

Photo: Benjamin A. Ward / OsloMet 



 

 
 

  

 

 
  

Topic 1:  Planning and Renovation 

Example 2: 
• Master Planning at the 

University of Miami Libraries
with architectural firm, Shepley 
Bulfinch 

• Holistic 
• Inclusive 
• Responsive to trends 
• Includes benchmarking 
• Supports informed decision-

making about future renovations 
Richter Library, University of Miami Libraries, USA 



 

Question for Discussion 

What types of space planning and 
renovation are you conducting at your 
libraries? 



 

  
   

 
    

  

Topic 2: Emerging Library Space Types 
• Example 1 • Example 2 
Indigenous Australian cultural space; Meditation Room; University of Miami Libraries 
University of Adelaide Library, Australia – with cubbies for yoga mats, etc., and a Grow 

Wall provided by the Student Eco-Agency 



 
  

Topic 2: Emerging Library Space Types 
• Example 3: Cyber Classroom • Example 4: Open air venue at Tomsk State University 

at Tomsk State University 



 
  

Question for Discussion
Question for Discussion 

What new types of spaces are being 
planned or created at your libraries? 



 

     

 

Creating the Barr Smith Library 

1lw Un1vers,,ty of Adel~de LJbrif"Y ongiNtld ,n !he 
Mitchell BUlldlng m the 1890'1 In 1899, tht Univer51ty 
Counol deoded to name the llbr"ary a11ei- one r:J its 
grealHl beMflidors. Robert Ban- Smith In honour of 
tn talher. Tom Elder Barr Sm,lh financed the 
construction of this stnknv., bullcing lo house lht 
library, and the MW Barr Sm.1h Library was othc1.Uy 
opened m 1932. 

Topic 3: Virtual Library Spaces and Programs 
Example 1: 
Virtual tour of the Barr Smith Reading room at the University of Adelaide (Australia) 

Link to Tour: https://www.adelaide.edu.au/library/collections-archives/exhibitions/reading-room 

https://www.adelaide.edu.au/library/collections-archives/exhibitions/reading-room


 

 
 

• 

................ 

14 :17 ·" -,. ,. , 
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Topic 3: Virtual Library Spaces and Programs 

Example 2: 

A Self-Guided Library Tour 
using a mobile phone app 
https://www.adelaide.edu.a 
u/library/library-
services/library-tours 

University of Adelaide 
Library, Australia 

https://www.adelaide.edu.au/library/library-services/library-tours


   

  
 

SCIENTIARUM -~•. ,. •• •• • · 
Hay1.1HaS1 
61,1611MOTeKa 
ToMcKoro 

rocyAapcTBeHHoro 
yHr,,ieepc,,neTa 

f- ComPass 

ComPass - cpyHKu,1t1s:i, Koropas:i no3sons:ieT 
nonb30BaTerno Ha111rn co6eceAH1t1Ka Ans:i 
1t13y4eH1t1s:I lt1H0CTpaHH0ro s:13b1Ka. 

KaK 3TO pa6oTaeT? 
Bbl 3anonHs:ieTe aHKeTy, 1t1 anrop1t1TM 
aBTOMaTlt14eCKlt1 peKOMeHAyeT BaM 

co6eceAH1t1KOB c cosnaAa10W,1t1M 
3anpOCOM . 

Ha3Ha4aVITe BCTpe4y Ha cneu,111anbHOM 

Meponp1t1s:irn1t1 61116m110TeK1-1 - Language 
Wednesday. 
Meponp111s:irne npoxoA1t1T no cpeAaM s 
Me>KAYHap0AH0M pecypcH0M u,eHTpe 
Hay4HOVI 61-16n1t10TeK1-1. 
~HcpopMau,1t1s:i o 6n1-1>Ka111weM 
Meponp1-1m1,11,1 HaXOAlt1TCs:I B yBeAOMneH1t11t1 

pe3ynbTaroa no1t1cKa. 

OpraH1t13arop Meponp1-1s:irns:i 0Hna111H 1t1 

ocpna111H - Me>KAYHapOAHb1111 pecypcHb1111 
u,eHTP H 6 TrY 
rpynna BK https://vk.com/irc libtsu 

n A 
'v'leHIO Moi-16pOHl-1 ComP<.SS lpo¢11rnb 

Topic 3: Virtual Library 
Spaces and Programs 

Example 3: 

ComPass - to find a conversation 
partner for foreign language 
learning using a mobile phone 
app 

https://play.google.com/store/a 
pps/details?id=com.tsu.bible 

Tomsk State University, Russia 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.tsu.bible


 
 

Question for Discussion 

What types of virtual library spaces and 
programs are being created at your 
libraries? 



 Topic 4: Resources: Toolkits, Conferences, etc. 
• Toolkits 
• Publications and Inspiration 
• Upcoming Conferences 

Technische Universität Braunschweig 
University Library 



  
 

  
   

  
  

 

  

LEARNING SPACE 

~·r IQ.Q,~,~.!.! 
Technology•RlchlnformalLurnlngSp,cts 

Roadmap Needs Assessment Space Types Services Technology Integration 

Digiraf Media Lab. NCSU libraries 

Getting Started 
Orienumon 

Not sure where to begin? Get oriented to the Toolkit Below 

are the six components of the Toolkit 

Roadmap 

,,,..-;;- Ci"\ Typical proJect phases. 
('\ \ stakeholder roles and 

commun1cat1on 
resources to successfully 
plan and implement 
learnmgspaces 

Space Types 

The building blocks th at 
~\· make. up technology-rich 
~ learnmgspaces. 

'-._____,./ 

Needs Assessment 

What activn:iesare 
envisioned for a learning 
space and assessing how 
well spaces are working 
to support those 
actMties. 

Services 

(;fZ f;. spaces to support their ® Services provided within 

~~ users. 

LSTKSTORY 

The toolkit 
contains resources for: 

plonnl~ 

e,olu•t~•~ I ft\~ 
~ ~ ! supporting 

te<hnotogy rich, Informal learning spaces 

LSTK ON FLICKR 

LSTKAT-A-GLANCE 

LEARNING SPACE 

~•r TOOLKIT 
........... ........ ,........., .... _ --

Learning Space Toolkits 

• provide collected information on the 
design of learning spaces to assist 
practitioners in their work 

• provide resources to support the full 
lifecycle of a project planning process 

• are freely available on the web 
• exist as community-driven, "living" 

documents 
• available in US, UK and Germany 
(English and German languages) 

https://learningspacetoolkit.org/index.html
https://www.ucisa.ac.uk/learningspace
https://lernraum-toolkit.github.io/
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Selected 
Publications 
and 
Inspiration 

Examples of recent and upcoming
publications 
• Todaro, J. The Post-Pandemic Library

Handbook. Rowman & Littlefield 
Publishers, 2022. 

• Designing Libraries for the 21st Century. 
Edited by Tom Hickerson, Joan
Lippincott, and Leanora Crema.
Association of College and Research
Libraries, forthcoming 2022. 

Inspiration 
• Library Buildings in Europe -

https://www.librarybuildings.eu 

https://www.librarybuildings.eu/
https://www.librarybuildings.eu/
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Conferences 
and 
Organizations 

US 
• Designing Libraries (conference), Temple 

University, Philadelphia, PA, November 2022 
(more details to come) 

• SCUP conference (Society of College and 
University Planning) 

Europe 
• LIBER Architecture Working Group Seminars 

Global 
• IFLA Library Buildings and Equipment Section 

https://www.scup.org/conferences-programs/scup-2022-annual-conference/
https://libereurope.eu/working-group/liber-architecture-working-group-lag/
https://www.ifla.org/units/library-buildings-and-equipment/


  

Question for Discussion
Question for Discussion 

What resources have you found helpful as 
you plan and design your libraries? 
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What’s Next? 

Project for the Coming Year: 
• Continue to foster international conversation 

about library space and design 
• Develop relevant resources to share via the 

IATUL website 
• Invite applications for new members to join 

us. Add link to survey form. 



 

  

   

Thank you! and Questions? 

Click to add text 

Architecture Research Center, University of Miami Libraries, USA 

Simone Kibler 
s.kibler@tu-braunschweig.de 

Kelly Miller, Chair 
kelly.miller@miami.edu 

Gry Moxnes 
gry.moxnes@oslomet.no 

Samantha Narcis 
samantha.narcis@adelaide.edu.au 

Veronika Schubert 
haritonova@lib.tsu.ru 

mailto:s.kibler@tu-braunschweig.de
mailto:kelly.miller@miami.edu
mailto:grybm@oslomet.no
mailto:samantha.narcis@adelaide.edu.au
mailto:haritonova@lib.tsu.ru
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