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The relationship between hackney carriages and private hire cars in 
West Yorkshire. 

Jeremy P .  Toner 

I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Transpor t  S t u d i e s  

Un ive r s i t y  of  Leeds 

Abstract. 

The 1985 Transpor t  A c t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d  t h e  l e g a l  
framework f o r  r e g u l a t i n g  hackney c a r r i a g e s  such t h a t  a 
l i c e n s i n g  a u t h o r i t y  may r e f u s e  t h e  g r a n t  of  a hackney c a r r i a g e  
l i c e n c e  f o r  t h e  purpose of l i m i t i n g  t h e  number o f  hackney 
c a r r i a g e s  i f ,  b u t  on ly  i f ,  it i s  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no 
s i g n i f i c a n t  demand f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of hackney c a r r i a g e s  which 
i s  unmet. By c o n t r a s t ,  l o c a l  counc i l s  have never  been pe rmi t t ed  
t o  impose an a r t i f i c i a l  l i m i t  on t h e  number o f  p r i v a t e  h i r e  
c a r s  i n  t h i s  way. The ques t ions  of i n t e r e s t  a r e :  

i) For what purposes  do people  use  hackney c a r r i a g e s  and 
p r i v a t e  h i r e  c a r s ,  and how do t h e s e  d i f f e r ?  

ii) Do consumers pe rce ive  any d i f f e r e n c e  between hackney 
c a r r i a g e s  and p r i v a t e  h i r e  c a r s ,  and t o  what e x t e n t  a r e  t h e s e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  cons idered  impor tan t?  

iii) What a r e  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of (i) and (ii) f o r  l i c e n s i n g  
p o l i c y ?  

The answer t o  t h e s e  ques t ions  i s  t o  be  found i n  an a n a l y s i s  of 
West Yorkshire  and Leeds d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  by ITS. W e  a l s o  use  
some evidence ga ined  du r ing  an unmet demand s tudy  conducted by 
ITS f o r  Rochdale Borough Council.  
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