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,,.,, 
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

Washington, D. C. 

JA?AN'~SE-AMERICANS IN RELOCATION _ CENTERS 

Of the 127;000 persons of Japanese ancestry in· the United States, 
apprt')ximately 107, 000 are in ten relocation centers -under supervision of 
the War Relocation Authority. Roughly two-thirds are i\merican citizens, 
almost all of vvhom 3.re under 40 years of age, and the l'emainder are aliens, 
most of whom h9.ve been in the United States since 1924, when the Exclusion 
Act went into effect. The population includes about 19,000 citizen men 
betw8en the ages of 18 and 37. 

The people now living in relocation centers were residents of stra
tegic military areas on the West Coast, which were evacuated last spring 
and suJJli118r, by order of the Conun;:mding General of the ~Vestern Defense Com
mand. The evacuated area includes the entire state -of· California, _the 
western half of Wa.shington and Oregon, and the southern third of Arizona. 
The evacuatir;m was announced and at first was placed on a voluntary basis. 
People of ~Tapanese ancestry were instructed to move out of the region, but 
might go anywhere they lihed. With Japa.nese invasion not unlikely and 

. infiltration of Japan~se agents always a threat, their presence in the 
coastal and border _areas con::>tituted a danger to the national security, but 
away from those areas it was _considered that the evacuees need not be re
stricted. ·Several thousand moved out but many of them encountered diffi
culties of many kinds growing out of suspicion and general public antagonism. 
v\Then it became evident that voluntary movement would not be sufficiently 
rapid, volunta.ry evacuation was halted, on March 29, 1942, and after that 
date, evacuation v1as carried O)J.t by military authorities on a planned and 
ordered basis, area by .area. 

The War Relocati!"ln Authority· was established by Presidential Execu
tive Order 9102 on March 18, 1942, to aid the military authorities in 
evacuation of any persons or groups from any designated areas and to re
locate evacuated persons. Its Lwnediate task was the relocation of the 
people of J apanese ancestry from the Pacific Coast areas. 

As ,soon as it was determined that voluntary evacuation was not 
effective, and that public sentiment was opposed to large scale relocation 
in ordinary corrununities, the War Relocation Authority, in cooperation with 
the Army, began lookin[, for locations for temporary communities where the 
evacuees might be maintair1ed under protection until opportunities in pri
vate employment r-_ould be fo,md. In the meantime, the Army hurriedly built 
15 temporary "assembly centers'' inside the evacuated area, at race tracks 
and fair grounds, vvhere the evacuees could be housed until the relocation 
centers were ready. 

Ten sites were chosen for relocation centers, to be supervised by 
the War Relocation Authority. Each one had enough land suited to agricul
tura l development so the evacuees might produce much of their own food. 
The centers, their location, and their approxjmate ' porJulations are as 
follows: 
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center 

Manzana r 
Tule Lfl. l<<e . . , . 
Colorado River . 

.. G:Lia Riyer 
Centr:a l Uta h 
Hinidoka 
Hear-t Mountain 
G'r3.had3. 
Rohwe r 
Je,rome 
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Stat e ---------
California 
Ca,lifor nia 
A.r izona 
Arizona 

. Uta h 
I daho : 
Wyoming · 
Colorado 
Arkansas 
Ar kansas 

Pop~ation 

10,000 
15 ,.ooo 
1?, 000 
14, 000 

8 , 000 
9, 000 

11 , 000 
7, 000 

' 8 , 000 
8 ,000 

107, 000 

. .. The ;eva cuation {rom ··hon:te s t o a ssembly. centers pr ogr es s ed fr-om Apr il 
. until Augu~·t, 1942, ·and th~ second move~eht , from a s s embly ·centers to . 
reloc .~~tion center _s; too'k pl a_ce. f r o:m ~ay to '·early November . · 

' ' . . . . 

. Urider the s1ipervis i on .'of the Army .6ngine er Cor ps , ba r r a ck type · 
Su:lldings 'v·ier. ~ -- put up t o accommodate 't he :eva cuee's . . Thes~ ar e of frame con-

. s·truction; us~lly ~overed with. tai pape r , 'and l ined vd th wa llboar d. Ea ch 
. building . i s 100 f eet l ong by 20 f E\8 t . ~vide ' . arid is divided into four' five 

or . s i x c'oritpartment ~; housi~g. as ~ igfunents ar e figur ed -on the b a sis of about 
100 . squar e f ee t 6'r . f l oo r . space p~r . person~ . 

. . . ; . . . . . . . . ' 

Twe lve barrhck bui~dings· usua liy ar e grouped into _ a "block", and 
each blo ck hJ. s .;:, ba th house <i nd l atrine , a me s~ hail , a recreation hall, 
and a l a undr y r oom . The blocks ar e separ a'ted by "fire l:Jr eaks" of 200 f eet . 

. . Standard equipment · for li vl.ng. include s a cot , mattr ess , and bla nkets 
f or ea ch per s on a rid a heating stove ,for ·ea:ch compartment . gach famil y is 
permitted . t.~. use i t .s own .f:urni t ure lf .it so des i r e s , but most 'f amilie s did 
not · r ece i ve their fur niture f r om stora.§,e for · s onte 't ime and so contrived 
homemade f'urnl. ture out of scr a p lumber . ' . 

Feed ing is .dorie ln mes s ha l ls, loca t ed in each block . ·Menus i nclude 
bot h . Amer:Lcan a nd Japanese t ype f ood . . 'z va cuees are subj ect . to . the s a.me 
rati~ning re stricti6~s . a·s 6the.r civilians ' a ncl ' a ma.Xiinum' of h5 . cents. per 
pe r son per d_a y ·i s allowed fo:t' f oo d . · Act ua l f ood cost ha s been about 40 
cents iJ!3r persor1 . per day • 

. Medicti:i car e is · pr ovided without 'Char ge to eva cuee.s , and a · has pi t a l 
wa s · :i.'nclude.d ih t he bas i c construction pr ovi ded by t he Army in each r eloca
tion c .:mter. I!:v<~ cuee doctor s , nur ses , pha rm3.cists , and dentists make up 
most {)f t he st aff of each h()spita l and . hea lth service , although thEJ head 
phys i .cia n a nd head nur~se u(sually are non-Japanes e . Housing i s such tha t 
most 'ca s es of tilnes ~ must be . car ed f or ·in the hospital ' r a th.er than in the 
hom·~ . · · 
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Schools of el ementa ry and high scho'ol grad~s · a r e provided for children 
of school age . La ck of materia ls f or tha construction.· of ·s'chool buildings 
ha s made it necessary to hold classes in barrack buildings and r ecreation 
halls, in most insta nce s using homemade · 'sea:ts_ ·~{ri i:l ·ge n~ra:lly improvis ed equip
ment. The curriculum is planned to meet . the r equiren1ents of the state in 
which the. cente r i's located. It is exocct (Jd "tha:t schools will opcr ;'lte the 
year around, with empha sis .on ~vorl\: exp~rience in the swmn..-3 r months. Ev:::tcuEJe 
t eachers ar e employed to the extent that they ar e availabl e , but since their 
number is insufficient, about half the t eaching staff is composed of non-
J apanese t eachers. · 

The f or egoing items: Housing, food, medical care a nd education through 
the high school l evel , make up th 'J basic items whic h th.::; V1ar RelocJ.tion 
Aut-hority provides to the eva cuees . · In additi on , the evacuees. a r e given 
the opportunity to earn cash compensa tion by pe r fo r 1ning thl~ . ne cessary work 
of the community , ,<J. nd by cng.1ging in production of some of the corrunodities 
needed by the eva cut;es themselves. 

The l a r gest singl e group of workers is e ngaged in handlinb food; 
warehousemen, t ruck driv0r s , chefs, cooks, servgrs 2 etc. Ther e is a con
siderable amount of clerica l work in conne ction with the administ r at ion of 
the project, and it i~ don e by eva cuees. Each administra tive division, 
r esponsible f or schools, construction, a~:,ricul t ure , etc ., headed by a Civil 
Service employee , ha s a staff of eva.cuees , which carries on not only the 
l aboring jobs but a lso sorne of the "whi tc collar 11 work as well. · Evacuees 
who work at r egul:lrly a ssigned jobs ar e paid wages of $12, :$16; or $19 per 
month, depending on the type of work a nd the skill of the worker. Clothing, 
too, . is r egarded as a part of compensa tion, and cash allowa nces for cloth- · 
ing a r e paid to each worker, based upon the number of de pendents he h::ts . 
The maximum is ~$3 . 75 per month for an adult , with a llowances sc~tlcd down 
for children. 

Inside the center evacuee s ar e accor ded about the sante fr eedoms they 
would have outside. They speak in English or Japanese, opt:: r a te t heir own 
newspapers, and worship a s they choose. They operat e their own stores, bar
ber shops, sho e r epair shops a nd other s er vice enter pri ses on il non-prof it 
cooperative basis. With limited r esour ces and f a cilitie s they h:we developed 
exte nsive programs of r e creation, including sports of many l<inds , a rts, 
cr.J.ft s a nd hobbies . 

Permits to Leave . 

The growing scarcity of m'lnpo·v~e r r esulted in dema nds early in 1942 
that evacuees be ava ilable f or some of the agricultur.'J. l work in western 
states which ordinarily is performed by itiner c: .. nt worh;r s . During the 
spring a nd swruner months of 1942 , over 1, 600 eva cuee s fr om as s embly centers 
and r c~location cente r s wore rc~c rui ted to cultiva t e sugar beets in sta tes 
outside the eva cuatbd ar ea . In the f all, the dem'1.nd for l abor to hJ.rv..::st 
sugar beet s and oth ..-3r cr ops was much gr eat er a. nd ?tbout 10 , .000 we r e gr 3.nted 
short t e rm per mits f or work in t he harvest fi elds. ,. It is e stimated t h.:tt 

. the sugar beets .ha rye_sted by the eva cue e worker s in 1942 would make a.bout 
297,000,000 · pounds of :t'efined sugar. M=my of the ha rve st wor ker s were 
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hired on a permanent b.:1sis by their employers , and h.:we not returned to 
t 

r e loca tion centers. 

In July, 1942, the 'ilar Re location Authority 'mnounced a :Jolicy of 
permitting oualifie d Am erican citiz.ens ~unong the ev .=t cut:: e s to led.ve r eloc .. c
tion centers to accept permanent j<?bs , On October 1, this policy with thd 
approval of the ~ifn.r .J.nd Justice Departments wa.s broad ened to include:.: alLms 
'l.s well as citizGns . Und er present policies of the har Reloc:1tion Authority, 
a ny evacuee m':t.y .:tpply .for a ?ermit of indefinite l e::we . The permit will be 
granted under the .following conct·itions : 

a . He has a pl a c e to go and menris of suppor ting himself; 

b . A check of r ecords of the FBI ~nd other intelligence age~cies, 
plus the a pplicant 1 s r e cord of be h::vior in the r eloca tion cen
t e r indic<.1.tes tha t he would not e ndanger national security; 

c . There is evidence that his pr e0Emce in the COi.T'Jnunity in vvhich 
he propos ~:.: s to t,o is not likely to c =1us-:~ a public disturbance_; 

d . He agrees to k ee p th8 IV,'l. r Re l ocation Authority informed of his 
address .J.t all time5 , 

In addition to th~.:: sev c•r a l hundre d eva cuees who l .3.ft r e loca tion 
centers for ha.rvest work rmd obta.incd permane nt jobs , many others have 
bee n gr a nt ed p ermits of i ndefinit e l e:1.ve ; thous ands have held thf" ir 
applications for l eave approved, a nd their .3.ctu:tl return t..o private life 
outside a r e l ocation center awaits only the off er of a suitable j ob . 

Of those who ha ve left the r e loca tion centers, agricultura l a nd 
domestic worke rs have been most nume rous , but the group Et lso inc1uc!es · 
students, stenogra.ohers , cooks, hote l vvorkGrs a nd a wide variety of 
skilled workers . Ono of the l a r gest single categories to d~te has bebn 
wives a nd sweethearts l eaving r elocation centers t o .join soldiers of 
J a pa nese a ncestry serving in the United States Ar'my . 

March , 1943 . 
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