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DEAN'S MESSAGE

I warmly welcome you to our special edition of Happenings@FLC. This edition has a very
significant meaning to us as it not only serves as a memoir, but it is also an opportunity for us to
highlight our faculty’s achievements despite 2020 being a challenging year.

It is often said that hard times create strong people. Even in the midst of COVID-19 pandemic, the
year 2020 had been an inspiring year with publications, research activities and achievements
among others from the faculty members of FLC. Despite the constraint of meeting face-to-face for
organizing activities and meetings, our faculty members had managed to bring those activities to

the digital platform to ensure teaching, learning and networking continue to take place.

As we move forward in 2021, [ hope we will continue to double our efforts in pursuit of greater
academic achievement. Working as a team is clearly one of the secrets that can produce results in
more publications, research grants and global visibility. To recite Henry Ford's famous quote, “If
everyone is moving forward together, then success takes care of itself.”

Thank you and well done to FLC staff for their hard work and effort which placed the faculty in a
good light.

I would also like to thank the editorial team for compiling and documenting the happenings at
FLC throughout 2020 with three online newsletters and one special edition bulletin

encapsulating the year.

The year 2020 was good for FLC. Let us make 2021 better.

Teguh Bersama.
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UNIMAS signs MoU with Songkhla Rajabhat University

Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS) signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on strategic

cooperation in academic, research and publication activities with Songkhla Rajabhat University (SKRU),

Thailand on 29 January 2020.

The MoU was signed between UNIMAS vice chancellor Prof Datuk Dr. Mohammad Kadim Suaidi and SKRU
President. Associate Prof Dr. Niwa Klingngam, witnessed by Dean of the Faculty of Language and

Communication Prof Dr. Ambigapathy Pandian and SKRU Deputy President Associate Prof Dr. Kruan

Kuakeeree.
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Memartabatkan Bahasa Kebangsaan
sebagai Wadah Kelestarian Pendidikan

Berkualiti
BERSEMPENA DENGAN DEKAD 2020 PERINGKAT NEGERI SARAWAK

Tokoh
PROF. DR. AMBIGAPATHY PANDIAN
Dekan Fakulti Bahasa dan Komunikasi

Universiti Malaysia Sarawak
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DEAN'S INAUGURAL LECTURE

The Dean of the Faculty of Languagesand Among the interesting points highlighted
Communication, Prof Dr Ambigapathy Pandian during the lecture was the development of
was given the honour by Dewan Bahasa Pustaka Malay language which has played its role as
Cawangan Sarawak (DBPCS) to deliver a public national language since independence that has
lecture entitled “Memertabatkan Bahasa helped in promoting unity among Malaysians.
Kebangsaan  sebagai Wadah  Kelestarian
Pendidikan Berkualiti” on 21 October 2020. ‘On top of that, Malay language has also been
recognized as the foundation of nationalism
The online public lecture was organized in that underpins Malaysia’'s sovereignty and
conjunction with the state level Dekad Bahasa unity, national culture and eventually
Kebangsaan 2020 and was broadcasted live on recognized as language of knowledge.

Facebook and YouTube.

Memartabatkan Bahasa Kebangsaan sebagai Wadah Kelestarian
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FLC PUBLICATIONS
IN SCOPUS/ERA
JOURNALS

Ambigapathy Pandian, Damien Mikeng, Erlinda
Mikal, & Kundrata, K. D. (2019) Reading with
mom: Reading habits among rural readers in
Sarawak. International Journal of Asian Social
Science, 10 (1), 1-9.
http://doi.org/10.18488/journal.1.2020.101.1.9

Ambigapathy Pandian, Shanthi Balraj Baboo, &

« Lim, J. Y. (2020). Digital storytelling: Engaging

young people to eommunicate for digital media
literacy. Malaysian Journal of Communication,
36(1), 187-204.

Ambigapathy Pandian, Shanthi Balraj Baboo, &
Lim, J'¥Y.(2020). Reading the 21st century world:
self-assessment of digital media literacy among
secondary school students in Malaysia.
International Journal of Asian Social Science,

10(7), 350-359.

Bee, C. L., Ambigapathy Pandian, & Souba
Rethinasamy. (2020). Recall and retention of
vocabulary depth of young learners via PWIM.
Pertanika Journal of Social Science and
Humanities, 28(52), 297-319.

Charles, M. W., & Mus Chairil Samani. (2020).
“Money Politics” and “Ethnicity™in voting
decisions during Tanzania presidential election.
Malaysian Journal of Communication, 36(2),
167-178.

Chuah, K.-M. & Fitri Suraya Mohamad. (2020).
Emergency remote teaching seenarios, struggles
and soundboxes: A case study on Malaysian
teachers. Interaction Design and Architecture(s)

Journal, 46(1), 13-28.

Chuah, K.-M., Yumni Musfirah Kahar, & Ch'ng,
L.-C. (2020). We “meme” business: Exploring
Malaysian youths’ interpretation of internet
memes in social media marketing. International
Journal of Business and Society, 21(2), 931-944.

Collin Jerome. (2020). A place I could call my
own: Queer Malays and the meanings of home".
Indonesia and the Malay World, 48(141), 247-260.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13639811.2020.1751948

Dayang Sariah Abang Suhai, Kesumawati A.
Bakar, & Norsimah Mat Awal. (2020). Modaliti
dalam wacana perbahasan parlimen. GEMA
Online Journal of Language Studies, 20(4), 186-
208. http://doi.org/10.17576 /gema-2020-2004-11

Dexter Sigan John, Chuah, K.-M., & Keezrawati
Mujan Yusuf. (2020) Challenge-based
assessments in a gamified learning environment:
A case study on linguistics students. Journal of
Critical Reviews, 7(16), 710-716.

Ernisa Marzuki, Rohde, H., Cummins, C.,
Branigan, H., Clegg, G., Crawford, A., & MacInnes,
L. (2019). Closed-loop communication during
out-of-hospital resuscitation: Are the loops
really closed? Communication & Medicine, 16(1),
54—66. https://doi.org/10.1558/cam.37034

Fung K. T. M., Chuah, K.-M., & Ting, S.-H. (2020).
Gender differences in computer-mediated
communication: a case study on Malaysian
millennials. Humanities & Social Sciences
Reviews, 8(3), 426-433.
https://doi.org/10.18510/hssr.2020.8346

Hamidah Abdul Wahab, Khazriyati Salehuddin,
Mohammed Azlan Mis, & Imran Ho Abdullah.
(2020). Eufemisme perceraian dalam
masyarakat Melayu Sarawak: Analisis semantik
kognitif. GEMA Online Journal of Language
Studies, 20(4), 74-94.
http://doi.org/10.17576/gema-2020-2004-05
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Jamilah Maliki, & Mohd Nor Shahizan Ali. (2020). implementation of School-Based Assessment
Pengaruh faktor pengetahuan terhadap (SBA) in Sarawak, Malaysia. Pertanika Journal of
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Siti Farida Salleh, Yazid Yahya, Mary Fatimah
Subet, & Muhammad Zaid Daud. (2020). Analisis
semantik leksikal dalam novel Sangkar karya
Samsiah Mohd. Nor. Asian PeopleJournal, 3(1),
45-63.

https://doi.org/10.37231/apj2020.3.1.144

Srikandi Saemah Samaon, & Mary Fatimah
Subet. (2020). Perwatakan dalam novel Komsas
“Di Sebalik Dinara”: Analisis teori relevan. Asian
People Journal, 3(1), 84-100.
https://doi.org/10.37231/apj.2020.3.1.155

Srikandi Saemah Samaon, & Mary Fatimah
Subet (2020) Teori Relevans dalam
pembelajaran KOMSAS. Borneo International
Journal, 2 (4), 47-54.

Tangaprabu Murthy, & Mary Fatimah Subet.
(2020). Gajah (UIITe® 68T) dalam peribahasa
Tamil: Analisis semantik inkuisitif. Asian People
Journal, 3(2), 134-146.
http://dx.doi.org/10.37231/apj.2020.3.2.190

Ting, S.-H. (2020). Modes of value transfer in
Chinese family business in Malaysia. Asian
Business Review;40(1), 29-36.
https://doi.org/10.18084/abr.v10i1.460

FLC PUBLICATIONS
(ACADEMIC BOOKS)

Asmah Haji Omar, & Norazuna Norahim. (2020).
Indigenous communities and languages of
Sarawak, Malaysia. Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka.

Noor Aina Dani, Mariyah Talib, Zuraini Seruji, &
Ain Apainah Yuni. (2020). Autisme: Suatu fitrah.
UKM Press.

Siti Haslina Hussin, Nur Tahirah Razali, &
Radina Mohamad Deli. (2020). A quick guide to
aligning assessment with learning domains.
UNIMAS Publisher.

Teo, D. C. L., Gaddafi Ismail, Rasidah Abd Wahab,
& Roslan Ali. (2020). Kokurikulum berkredit
pelaksanaan kursus dan adaptasi pendidikan
berasaskan hasil. UNIMAS Publisher.

FLC PUBLICATION
(BOOK CHAPTER)

Salbia Hassan, Mary Fatimah Subet, Dayang
Sariah Abang Suhai, & Norlina Kiflie. (2020).
Pelestarian kata arkaik dalam dialek Melayu
Saratok. In Suraya Sintang, Mohd Nur Hidayat
Hasbollah Hajimin, Habibah@Artini Ramlie,
Syamsul Azizul Marinsah, & Abdul Hair Beddu
Asis (Eds.), Budaya etnik serumpun (pp. 78-88).
UMS Publisher.
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Collin Jerome (2020) A Place | Could Call My Own.
SELECTED I Indonesia and the Malay World, 48:141, 247-260, DOI:

f PUBLICATION 10.1080/13639811.2020.1751948
l AB STRACTS l This article explores the meanings of ‘home’ for queer

Malays in Malaysia through an analysis of the central gay
I . Malay male character in Azwan Ismail's story, Tiada
H BN B = == ‘

sesalan (No regrets). Drawing upon studies of home by
feminist and queer geographers, the article examines the
character's notions of ‘home’ and how these notions are
constructed across time and space. The findings show
that ‘home’ has been congeived of many ways: as (1) a
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Dexter Sigan John, Chuah Kee Man, Keezrawati Mujan Yusuf (2020) Challenge-Based
Assessments in a Gamified Learning Environment: A Case Study on Linguistics Students.
Journal of Critical Reviews, 7 (16), 710-716. d0i:10.31838/jcr.07.16.83

The increasing call for students to be equipped with 21st-century skills has prompted many

academic programmes in tertiary learning institutions to revise their core focus particularly
[ in their learning delivery and assessments. This study reports on the incorporation of
challenge-based assessments in the Language and Computing course offered in a Linguistics
undergraduate programme in a Malaysian university. In particular, the key tenets of
challenge-based assessments are embedded within a gamified learning environment, in
which the students are assessed progressively through a series of challenges. The course was
run for 14 weeks with 68 students. By the end of the course, the students were required to
evaluate their overall experience through a questionnaire. The findings showed that the
novel use of challenge-based assessments has sustained students’ interest in the course.
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Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Education Award

UNIMAS-Utsunomiya University EduTour programme

The EduTour programme is a
collaborative effort between UNIMAS
and Utsunomiya University (UU)
since 2018. The programme is
specially designed to provide a fun
and meaningful experience for both
UU and UNIMAS students. The
contents of the EduTour programme
are directly linked to SDGs.

It includes five major components
which are English language classes,
visit to historical and interesting
places’ around Kuching, visits to
school and faculties in UNIMAS, and
recreational S activities. A __special
component of the programme is the
involvement of UNIMAS students as
buddies. Thebuddy system creates a
platform forUU  and UNIMAS
students to interact with each other
and form lifelong friendship.
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In eonjunction with the award; an
onliné symposium was held on 23
September 2020. During | the
symposium AP Dr Izuha who
represented UU delivered his speech

and AP Dr Souba Rethinasamy

conveyed her appreciation message
on behalf of UNIMAS EduTour team.
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CILEx 2020
Gold Medal - Innovative Curriculum in Academic Programme

Bachelor of Arts in English for Global Communication (Hons)
DrJoseph Ramanair, AP Dr Soubakeavathi Rethinasamy & Dr Yvonne Michelle Campbell

CILEx 2020
Gold Medal - Innovative Curriculum in Academic Programme

Bachelor of Arts (Linguistics) (Hons)

Dr Yvonne Michelle Gampbell, Dr Renimy Gedat, Dr Hamidah Abdul Wahab, Dr Colline Jerome,
Dr Roslan Ali, Dr Zuraini Seruji, AP Dr Shanti NadarajanyRosnah Mustafa, Dr Wan Robiah Meor
Osman, Dr Monaliza.Sarbini, Dexter Sigan anak John & Ahmed Shamsul Bahii Mohamad Tuah

It was a successful feat for the Faculty of Language and Communication when two programmes
emerged winners at the UNIMAS Curriculum Innovation and Learner Engagement Exhibition

(CILEX2020).

The English for Global Communication jProgramme won gold medal for their entry entitled
“Innovative Curriculum in Academic Programme” while the Linguistics Programme obtained gold
medal for CILEx2020 with the title “The Learning of Language and Culture through Experiential
Learning”. It 'was the second participation for the Linguistics Programme after winning Bronze

Medal in CILEx19.

The Linguistics Programme, which started its first cohort in 2014/15, has undergone several
improvements including experiential learning in most of its courses. Students are given the
opportunity to experience for themselves learning in real life contexts while applying the
knowledge they have learned in the classroom. Indirectly, this exposes them to issues related to
linguistim.ianguage, and culture in the real world.
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FLC ACTIVITIES

Chinese New Year Celebration @ FLC

Tossing the Yee Sang for a prosperous year ahead with Prof

Datu Mohd Fadzil Abd Rahman and Assoc. Prof Dr. Puah

Chin Hong.

The celebration was held on 7 February 2020 and was

organized by students who took the Mandarin language

course.
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Community Engagement: Reading with Mom

A total of 33 teachers and mothers of students from of SK St. Patrick, Krokong, Bau received certificates of
participation and support from FLC UNIMAS in a special ceremony at the MultiMedia Theatre on 7 July
2020,

The event was organised to appreciate their participation and support for the “Reading with Mom” project
which was funded by the UNIMAS Special Top Down Research Grant headed by Prof. Dr Ambigapathy
Pandian.
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Ustaz Mohd Azhar Ali collaborated with SK Endap, Kota
Samarahan, in a community engagement project to
upgrade the school's canteen' and toilets to make it
more conducive for the students. The project will
definitely benefit the students in the long run.

| page 19



Online Motivation Program: Mudahnya Belajar Bahasa Melayu with Thaksin

University

The current COVID-19 pandemic did not prevent

teaching and learning from taking place.

This was evident when the Faculty of Language
and Communication's lecturer Encik Dilah Tuah
was invited to give a talkata mgtivation program
for students at Thaksin=University, Songkhla,

Thailand on 21 September 2020,

The online motivation program was attended by 21

students who are taking Malay language course at

-~

BAHASA ILMU

the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,

R Amoeng.the bbijectives of the online motivation talkexe to increase intetesh dmMong Students o4dearn and
4 master Malay lahguage; Lo éxposc students 10 ereative ways to masier the language and at the same Lime.to
strengthen networking ties between UNIMAS and Thaksin University especially between the two faculties.

:

FLC academicians (Khadijah Mohamad Tuah,
Erlinda Mikal and Melisa Malini Raja Gopal) and
students (Nur Aimi Khalidah Hamzir, Azma
Azrina Ahmad and Aida Yasmeen Sam Suri)
collaborated with a UNIMAS alumni, Cynthia Lee
who is currently a managing partner at Citrine
One Sdn Bhd to produce a music video entitled

"Tenanglah.”

Tenanglah or stay calm is hoped to provide reassurance to all Malaysians who are fighting this pandemic

together in isolation.
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EduTour 2020: Students from Utsunomiya University, Japan
10-22 February 2020

—

4
Apart from C%
Utsunomiya/ /stude

actively involved {1}
such-as Kayaking ét
hiking at Bako Nalio

Let's Play Board Games

A fun board games session was organized by the

English for Global Communication prégra}mme
, students on 6 March 2020. This session was
 _organised to provide students with the
~ opportunity to-have fun, de-stress, and-enjoy

~—each other’scompany. — -~
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PROGRAMMES OFFERED

UW-6-222-001
BACH ELOR OF ARTS (IJNGUISTICS) WITH HONOURS

Current students: 275
Core courses offered under the program: 41

BA Ling is a three-year degree programme offered by the
Faculty of Language and Communication. It aims to
produce graduates equipped with the flexibility to apply
their knowledge and skills on language in the respective
industry of their choice that may include humanities,
technology, economi¢s among others. Accredited by MQA,
this programme also offers students opportunities to
learn Borneo languages via experiential learning
platforms:

== =UW-6-321-001, o
BACHELOR OF COMMUNTCATION (STRATEGK.COMMQ@_CAHON) WITH HONOURS
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POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

FLC™ offers Master “and PhD programmes by research in
Linguistics. Applied Linguistics, Teaching and Learning as well as
Communication. Currently, there are 68 postgraduate students;
25 of them are international students from China, Pakistan, India,
Indonesia and Yemen. Various activities have been conducted
throughout the years as part of the students’ research training.
Our postgraduate students have won many awards both at the

national and international level.




PENGHARGAAN

Penerbit bersama:
Fakulti Bahasa dan Komunikasi UNIMAS
Citrine One Sdn Bhd

Penulis lirik: Nana
Komposer: Zoe W

Penghargaan khas:

Te/n/a/nfgz/a/h/ kouvran
Kw masch bewsamami

(l)adarw Tak 6—mF,&9«arv? ta/n?a,n,
Dw?a/wrv int sama kito te/nvln/uxh

Hén/?g,w tiba nante
Masanya hile bekjumpa /a,?«i/
Kini sabar di namah, jaga diri
Pm?«m/w/w keluwar, kite batasc

Walow tok berswa muka
Te/n/a/rvgzl ah teman, akw ada.
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Editor's Note

The year 2020 was indeed challenging. The spread of COVID-19 pandemic affected
everyone across the globe. In the first phase of the pandemic, the virus momentarily
stopped all activities in different sectors including education when the government
imposed Movement Control Order (MCO). Schools were forced to close while higher
institutions of learning had to integrate technology fully in the teaching and learning
process. This came as no surprise as majority of Malaysians were forced to work from home

and embrace the new normal affecting their lifestyle.

Looking back, despite the gloom that COVID-19 brought, members of the Faculty of
Language and Communication were able to remain lively, animated and energetic in
performing their duties. There were hurdles that hindered the execution of activities and
duties, but the faculty members managed to overcome those through teamwork and

determination.

The faculty was abuzz at the beginning of the year 2020; there were numerous activities
lined up which educators and students alike looked forward to. One of the most anticipated
activities for the year was a visit by students and educators from Utsunomiya University,
Japan for the EduTour Program. Final year students were eager to come up with activities
to create final memories of their time as university students..but then, the COVID-19

pandemic struck.

Resilient. Adaptable.
Though the initial responses were surrounded with the feeling of confusion, helplessness

and dread, the faculty members were determined to rise above and not give up.

The faculty managed to produce 35 SCOPUS/ERA journals, worked
id managed to secure 5 academic awards. Despite these accomplis
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