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A LIVIRG WAGE,

Mhe presest =rticle, we snzll eoneider, firet of =11, various
jone o & Living ¥age; then the =lements o7 8 decent livellhood:
i@ Eroundes of the claim, whersin will be diecussed the morel re-
fand socizl b=sl!s of the clair, ae wall "f the corresnonsing

lof ths laborer "nd emplover, This will be followed by & con-

on of the cleim in conerete, which will show computatione beeed

gpecial investigation of menufacturing establishments made by
ican and Canadian Censue taken in various ye&rs, Our conclusion

) gone Buggaected remedlea,

Lt do we nmesn by 8 liv ng wege” To besin with, thare sres thres
Paiich wedo not meen, A living woge ips not the sa=e se 2 eyb-
wige, nor & wege sdequite Tor the maintensnce of productive
[gney, nor 2 waga that correscondes to any of the current ecaler
gditure. It has eome referiece to gll of theee standerde, but
dertical with none of them.If 1t were the squivalent of mere

ftence it could not become the baeis of discuesion; for aven now

8lly ever worker gets sufficient remuneratiqn to keep him alive.

that will maintain the labourer at & normsl level of aroductive
lency 1s considerable higher than & subsirtence wege, EBnd in the
would perhanss not fall far below & living wege: vet it is
defective, inssmuch 7e it regarde the labourer orimerily as
fis to nationzl production or socisl walfare. It apnlie= tos 2 humen
the sane stands=rd of velus2tion the=t 18 emsloved !n the cose of
jght-horee or & locomotive. Thie point i1s is= &bly Ersusht osut in
unist Manifesto of ¥arl Yarx, which saye,” In proportion &s the
pieie, 1.e,,capital, ie developad, in the eame nronartion is the

tariat, the modarn working-clase, developed, 8 clhem of lakorers,




only #=o lonz »s they find work, and who find work only o long
B 1abor incressee capitr®l, Theee loborers, who mu=t rell them-
piscanenl, are 8 commodity, like every other z2rticle of commerces,
Sganeeiuently exnosed to 811 the viciersitudes of comnetition,
fthe Tlucturtione of thes marvat.

¥aurin,in his own inimitable war, discusses thie point in

e called The Fellscy of the ¥age System. "Capitel,” eaye

Fx;is accumulated labor not for the benef't of the laborers, but
fbenefit of the sccumulstors.,” And the capitaliste rucceed 1in
Bting lebor for their own beneflt by treating l=tor noti Bs S

as B commodity, buying it lLike any other commodity, At the
Boesaible price. And organized labor playe into the hande of the
t}!t!. or sccumulftors of lebor, by treating their own labor

I8 gift but ns 2 commodity, =elling it lite any other commodity
fighaert possible price, But the buyere of labor at the lowest
prics, and the sellere of labor at the higheet pore!ble price
Bhinz but commercializers of labor, When the l&borers plece

bor on the berg=in counter they 8llow the canpit liete or

iftors of labor, to accumulate the!ir lsbor., And when the canital-
accumulatore of l2bor, h&ve sccumulated =o much of the lab-
ilbnr. they no lonzer "ind 1t profitable to buy the laborers’
1lnd when the capitslists no lonager “ind 1t orofitabtle to buy

Borers' lsbor, then the laborers cen no longer sell their labor
pEnitaliste or the sceu-ulatare of labor, ind when the laborers
Honger sell their labor to the croliteli=te, or accumulstors of
2Y CEn N9 longer buvy the oroducte of their labor, And that
the laborere g=t for selling their labor to the cénitaliets

latora of libar, Ther juert get left, =2nd thev get what is
8 them, for selllingz their labor to the capltaliste or accum-

o' labor.



her demonstration of thle point can be esen in the work

fhe Theory of fages by Hicke, who ssye that the theory of the
Battion of wages in & free =&8ret 18 simply 2 ececizl cese of

Baf value. lagee are the rice of labor: and thue, in the 2bsence
fpl, they are determined. like &l prices, by rupply =né de=and.
for a specinl theory of wages only “risees btecsure both tre
labor, and the demand for it, end the wey in which demand

ply interact on the labor mervet, have certein secullar oro-

B, ®tich maks it imposeible to 2oply to labor the ordinary theory
mocity value without some further easnsideration.He goee on to

it the dem=nd far lebor 8 only peculliar to this exte t: that

i & fector of production, »nd is thus devended (2s & genersl
Eot bacause the work to e done ‘s de=iped for &nd by iteelf,
jesues 1t 1= to be used 1n the oraductisn of sawme other thing

Bis directly desired, Personel serviees c=r= indeed &n excention

} rule: but apsrt from tiles exce>tion, the demand for 1lsbor is
fived dem nd, and t.e Bpecisl properties of derived demend may
gasonably be considered & pert of the genersl treory of wages,
?]15!13 defined, 8 living wage 1o 2 wera edejuste to 2 livelihood.
pthat amount >f remuneration shich will provide the laborer with
Blihood becoming to, worthy o®, proer for 2 hu-=n being, Hence

of a living woge #nd » decent liveliho-d are fundsmentally

i rather than physical o>r economic, They regerd the laborer ne

as a quel-eagred tel g, 2g one nossessed of intrineic worth,

g end in himeelf" The laborer 18 not concelved 2es & mare mesns

other individual, or to any s=ocisl purposa or interest, He ie
feon, morally obliged and morally privileged to pursue gelf-perfect-
to develope his personslity, to live a reasonable human life,

.

jile purooee he must have the means of exercising and develoning



lties, phyelcal, mentsl, moral and spiritual. To what
1, to =oms degree; to & reesonable degree: to thast degree
§ shich is neceeseary in order that he may live as & human

M not as A horee or 2 plg. So much st least is embraced 1in the

_'l decent livelihood,

Pisarching for explicit and orec!es rules for deterning what is

uneration for labor in medieval timnes, medieval writere are,

Mieapnointing, St, Thomaes Aquinas saye that, as Justice de-

liit a falir price be n2id for & meterial commadity, so 1t de-

it & falr -rice should be gziven for human labor,., Cthar writers

gontant themselves with the general decleration thet wagere

in accordance with juetice. Their fallure to be more specific

%0 be oxplained by the industrial conditione of the time.During

@ter part of the Middle Ages there wam, properly epesking, no

fing as & wage system; for there wes no clese of laborers, elither

or country, depending eolely on employers to whom they fold

fabor .Lat=r on, whan the wage-efrning clase asesuzed grester pro-
s ¥a find the ethice of thelr remunerstion exnlicitly dircusesed

ical writars.,at leset to some extent Molina, De Lugo and

B, writing =bout the beginning »f the ssventeenth century,

that in general that wage is just which is customsry for e

rvice in & given place . The only genersl standard of just re-

pn that they lsy down 1= cuetom., Whether the customary wages

days compllied with the rejulrements= of a living wige, ar then

food, 18 not sasily determined, However, eince wsgee remained

pduring long periode of time, sand since the direct influence of

pus and moral teaching on economic 1ife wea very coneriderable-

Paater than at oresent- 1t may well be that the ercentinls of &



_ . wage were fairly well realized, From the time of the writers
fitloned down to the year 1891, the theologicnal =nd canonist

on the athice of weper eseeme to have undergone mo important
snt. The old ohraeap sabout customary wiges BEnd Just whges

atly recurring,

B the year 1891, the late Pope Leo Xlll formulsted the doctrine
Bimum Living Wage in hie celebrated encyclical, "Rerum Wovarum',
Bknown by the title, "On the Condition of Labor," Undoubtedly,
izportant of a&ll the doctrines proclaimed in the encyeclical

i eancerning weges,

us recall that when 1t 2ppefred, the prevalling opinlon, not
pnz erployers but in the profeseionsl cl2eses, in the helle of
Btures, 27d in the thsories of economiste, was that the wege con-
Hell under no other reguletive principle than supnly and demand,
of the working classer themeelves, 't woe 2lmoest universelly held
jhe wages fixed in the market by the ®arces of unlimited competi-
gere alwaye Tair and juet, Yo matter how low the remunsration af
fdescendad, it was sthicellr right 1f 1t woe detersined by a free
it. This immortal doctrine Pope Leo flatly repudisted, "There is,"
plared, "a dictate of nature more 1moerisus and more ancient

y bargaln between man #nd man, navaly, that the remuneration
suTficlent to support the wages-sarner in reasgnatle o2nd
comfort. 1If through neceseity or fear of woree evil, the work-

peepte harder conditions becaure an employer will give him no

, he {2 made the victim of force &nd injuetice . "

At the present time, 2lmnet evervone renders st lemst lip marvice

ir principle of the living wege, It ie formally embodied in the



BF fair practice eet up by the Nastionsl Recovery Administration.
gnt Rooeevelt hes declsred that "no business which dapende for
fice on naying lere than 1iving wages to lte wortere hae eny

» enntinue in this country," &nd he expl2ine that by "living

he means "the wagee of & decent living." The government of

18 similaerly inclined ae is aeen from the follawing quotation
ifrom The Border Clties Star, . +An Appointment of a commiesion

e into 1living coete in varlioues parte of the Dominion &nd to
mend what 1t believes would be sdequate minimum wages for men

men 1e belng cineidered by the government, ..... Pasesage of &

in wege law wae forecast in the Speech from the Throne and 1t

e orizinal intention of Prime Minlseter R .E .Fennett to have thils
ifore throughout the Dominion, the scheduler varying only betwean
female.

The principle of a living wage seg 121d down by Pope Leo ir necul-
| eppropriate and necassary in osur present situstion, Until labor
higher wigea, A larger amount of purchfeing power end a grefitar
pof the oroduct, we eghall not make much prograse in sur attempte

t 2ut of the exieting deprersion. Nor shall we be able to prevent
foring of another and even more dertructive collapse unlees we glve
P nmore and capital less, Our experiencee of the last few yenrs
lproved to & demonetration thtt & living wage is not only right

eally, but wise economically,

p President #2id he mesnt by a living wage, "the wepes of 2

mt 1iving." Pope Leo efid "the remuneration muet be eufficient to
prt the wage-earner in reseonable and frugal comfort, It ief thie
e 07 our topic that we ehall consider now. What comprisae the

snts of a decant llvel ihood”?



@ Pope Leo X111, 1n hie encyclie2l, "On the Condition of Laber,”

gt Quoted wie intended to cover the conditione &nd rejulsites

_?j 11fe. Those who held to the affirmative cited in confirmation

¥ posltion the following peragrash of the pasesge, which occurs
Hiext paragraph of the encyclical: "If a workmsn's weges be suf-
Bto maintezinn himself, his wife, and hie children in reasonsable

B he will not find 1t difficult....... to nut by a2 little propertr.”
BEaAt a1l Catholic writers on the sublect hold that the emnlover

B moral obligatlion to give the workman a wage that will meintsain
%ly Be well ag himeelf, in f-0d, ¢lotting =nd houeing sufflclent
?itv nd quality to meintain the mawker in nornal health, in
gomfort, &nd 1ln an environment in whiech mnr&lity and relipg-

fal

fbe a:feguarded with & ressonable amount of e®fort, It embraces
By thet juantity of orovieion far the future which le neceseery
pentary security and contentment: mnd eufficlent onportunities
Betion, amuserent, eocial intercourese, educatisn, resding mattsr
j_h-mem;arnhiu to conserve health and etrength and to everciee
Bdegree the higher focultier, Although these etetementr may etill
B be -omewhat wvague, thelr meening could be readily nut into
ffinite and eatisfsctory terme, 1n any community, by any com-

il intelligent nerrons,. Yowever, difficultiases will be encountered.

i the recent wage adjustmente 1n the en=l induetry snd in the
B industry, 1t wee Julte evident that there wee much confusinn

@ind of the public over the etand-rd-of-1!ving budrete, This
8N 2rore from the fact that there fre seversl diffrpant lavele

Bnd not Jjust one etendsrd of living, Tow of theese levels of



liying hEve been particularly wsll studied. Theyare the minimum-
Matence and the m!nimum-comfort level. The former is supposed
rovide Juet & bare exirtence, It can be determined in terme of
th-rates, sickness rntes, and caelorie needs, It 1& thet wege that ie
Mahit of when we spesk of requiring industry to nay = living wege snd
that Htherwise it 1s parseitic and ourht 75t to be permitted to exiet,
So drestic 8 7olicy hae never “een urged Tor the minimum-comfort
g, howaver derirsble it =8y (e gocislly to raise the standard of
finz . Condemning an Industry for not oevinc = living wize denends
f whet living =age, whether the minisum-subsistence wege o>r some
lavel, 1= =me=nt, Very frejuently the pminimum-coxfort w=tge hee
erronecusly called the minlmum-eubelet -nce wage,
Another use of standsrd of living flgures tr=t hos mede 11 seen
picticel is the tendency to =poly etandards= worved out in one lo-
Hty to snother and different locality. It is frejuently =cid thot
tostes & cert=in esum for 2 f'mily »f five to 1live in Cansde or the
Statees today, There 18, of course, not ju=t one eingle coet for
pStates nd Canads, There are many, varying from locslity to loeslite,
how great a varietion theres 'es "etwean J1fferent resions cannot
id without ® sbeciel investigsition.. Data aslready collected showe
t there 18 very lititle d17farsnce in onst of living according to
itions of the continent, Perhaps it 1s 58 1ittle lower on the Pacific
gt ,
The variabllity le somewhat grester, howaver, by elre of the
¢ular locality.The cost of living in the very lorge eity i= not
Bitly cifferent from the cost of living of the large citv. Fut there

me to be & good desl of difference tetween the coet of living in
i@ large city &nd in the emall town or village, We hEve very little



Rthere differencer may be, it should be remembered that

3!. vEriatisne.

Sefined what ie underetosd by a2 decent livelihood, the

pilly ariees, what preciesely dose th's imoly in terws of

ay" Evidently the question before us cemnot be anewered

precieisn, The needs of men snd thelir poweres of meking

P yrg af » given Bmount o gnode= or money, Are too dis-

Find & terfectly exfct ex-ression in any common denominetar,

LR gommon rate af warar wonld *ring oreclisely the sEms depgree

20 211 the femilies denendins upon 1t, there re=maine the

j;fficjlty af tranelrting™ ressonatle comfort " inte more con-

in all probability the individugl estivetes of no body of

8F competent 8nd well-=efining, whuld bs in entire sgreement,

fent perssn would asrert that a siight deduction from thae

ERat he regaArded as certsinly sufficient for = decent livell-

S render the remainder cert=inly inesuf“icient. Neverhteleers,

Btion cE1 be anewered w!th sufielent definiteneee to paesuerd

dignity »f the liborer and hie fomi. vy, Bnd th=t is =11 thARt
22 to Enaw,

facent livelihood may be understond either abeslutely ar re-

. In the former sense 't 1s &n unverying standard thet is

le toall conditions of human erxistence. It takes no account
based on custom or on any sublective Zpnoreciation éf the red-

i of welfare, nor doee it ms ‘e Aany allowance for t-e poseribilities
eff. It 1o mensured molely by nen's essentisl &nd universenl

and describes in genarsl terms the rejuleitee af normal nand

fi2ble Buman 11fe, And 1t mey obvicusly be elther below nr abave

§¢ known se the conventional etanderd o r community. For example,

and women of Amerlca could live decent 2-d becoming livee, Ah-
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gpeaking, without wearing shoee during the summer sefeon. On
hend, 8 conventional strndsrd »f living, though ertiefsctory
Bbeople with whom it obtaine, may fall short of the ebesolute norm.
Pdereription given in Dicer's "Peasant State”™ is correct ® large
Bf the inhabitante of Eulgaris, spharsitly contented, ds not
sonable human lives, They hfve not the mezne of exercielng
inimum of activity, physical, intellectusl =nd wmoral, which

fdifferentiate the 1ife of men from that of bessts,

ile the conditione of exirctence indicated by the abeolute staAnd-
netitute A minimum below which it ie worng for men to dercend,
s not aufficlient for deceqt living in the cage of mnet clivilized
itian, ''an leg everywhere Affected by two clageer of needn* ob-

?”. or natural: and eubjlective, or Aedquired,

Rhrough the influence of habit ar custom he comes to regerd certein
gee gcquired neede g eseent!al elemante of 2 decent estandard of
. They d!ffer reletively to different reces, communities, ranks
arees of men, but to the persone amang shom they have been deyel-
ithey 8re of vit=l imcortsnce. Hence & decent livelihond, or a

s2ze, muet confors in a reaessnable dezree to the conventional
iard of 11fe that preveile in any community osr group. For, in order
ve becomingly, men must pomsses® not only thoe=e goode that are ob-
ively neceepary, but in somemessure thoss that they think &re neces-
 indeed, the latter may become more indispensable to decent living
j some of the thinge that =re ohiective and pri==ry: for sll men will
times procure them &t the expense of the othere, Thue, many perrtone,
pae well as women, will deprive themselves of necerczry food rather

i ApoeSr among tnelr nelghbore in garmente that are n-t in sccordance

i Lhe conventlonsl modes, At any rate, the insbility to eetisfy the



1l

rtant of the conventlonel nesds alweys involves & grave injury
f-respect, and therefore subjecte human beinge to hardehipe theat
ompetible with normel snd reasonableliving. Finally, owing to
elopment of ner wente, = decent livelihood now may be below

ndard of decency thet will prevail ten yesres hence. To ignor the

develoned wante then would be seg harmful 2s ta ignore exieting
now: hence 2 living wege 1¢ reletive o3ly to the community or cless

5 ite differant stages: 57 develonment,

'The content > & living wige for lebtorers of Americs will be dee-
firet as & certain quantity of goode and eonditione of living,
en in terms of money.

"Undoubtedly the firet moral cherge on the nationzl income 18

A 8um AB 18 necers&ry to bring up & family, oroviding for health,
ation, efflclency of work, end the conditions generally of a moral

. Anything below fuch & level subj)ects human belnge to hardehipe and
tations to which they should not be exposed, and to ¢onditione 1in
h men And wamen Are 7ot free but in bondege to -hysicel wente, If
prerent svsten, or sny eystem, did not promise thie st eome not
ant periosd, we should have tosey. llke ¥Will, thst, if thie or com-
sm were the alter-ative, "2l1l1 the difficulties, great or s=sll, of
niss would be but 28 duet in the b=lance.”

Mr, Devas sumnsrizes the minimum 1ivelihood thst should be gusr-
'ned to 21l workers thus: the meine »f shvsiczl existence: -racticel
£ibllity of marriage: geparsite homes; insurance sgsinst eicknese,
age, and industrisl sccidente; #nd rome f2ccess to the treseures of
terdture, art and culture.

According to President Gomperr of the American "ederation of

bor, & 1living wage 1s, "a wage which, when exnended in the mort

nomical manner, shell be sufficient to maintain "n averdpe sized
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1y in a manner consistent with whatever the contemporary locsl
{zation recosnizes & indesnensable tn physical &nd mentsl health,

lap required by rational eelf-ressect of human beings,"

"in cities of from five thouesnd t» one hundred thousesnd inhabi-
te,” says Past President ¥itchell of the United ¥ine Wrokere, "the
ean standerd of living should meen, to the ordinary unekilled
kman with an averzge f mily, & comfortabel house of at leset eix
8. !t shoild mean & bathroom, good sanitary plumbing, & psrlor,
groom, kitchem, and sufficlent sleening-room that decency may
preserved and & reasonable degree of comfort maintained. The Amer-

b stendard of living should mean, to the unskilled worlkman, carpete,
fures, booke,and fur-iture with which to ma¥e hie home bright,
fortable, and attrective for himeelf o2nd hie femily, an amnle supkly
Blothing suitable for winter enéd eummer, and abtoce 211 & eufficient
jtity of good, wholesome, nourlshing food &t &ll timee of the year.
pAmerican standerd »f living, moreover, should mean to the unakill-
jorkman, thet hie children be kXent in echool until t-ev have resched
epe of eixteen at leset, and that he be enstled to lay by euffi-

it to maintain himeelf and his family in times of illness, ~r &t
ftlose of hle industrial life, when 2ge and we2knesr render further
E impoeellle, and to mzke provision for nis femlly agalnst pre-

ire death from accident sr otrerwise.

“"Thie, or something like th's, ie the American stsndard - living,
existe In the ideals of the unskilled workingman..... ?wf the

it m2jority of men, who are willing to work snd are not incapsci-
by physical, mental, nr moral defects, the menner of living

¥e dercribed 18 &n mpproximate statement of whet their standard
te and with the great productivity of American lsbor, 1 believe
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not unrsasonatls ta pay thet these thinge should nor be posrersad
every workingm.n, however unskilled,

fhese d177ersnt nninions, however verisue the terme 1 w ich they
e forrzulated, are 1n tolersbly close agrsement, except in the matter
f provision for sickneee, diesbility mnd old ege . The ciure of this
screpancy lies 11 the di'ferent viewpointe f om which the problem
g regarded, Writers who have in mind the socisl welfare, conrider the
living wage primerily in relat on to the laborar's induetrial efficlency.
ey do not take into sccount hie needs duriag the time when he 1is
able to work becsuse they &re not dercribing vhat he osught to have
g &8 man, but w=hat he requires a8s &7 insirument of production.The gquest-
n that we are concerned with !2 not what 2 m"n muet heve in order to

B profitable oroducer, but what he gught to have e & human belng,

The following is submitted 8s 2 roush ertizats of the minimum
ount 3% goode &nd opportunities that will su®fice for decent living

nd the rearing of a family:

1, Food, clotning and shelter for the laborer and his femily until
ie children are old enough to become wege efrners,

(a) The Children: Except pome'ble dur ng schosl veeetion, no
114 of elther sex should be evdloyed 2g ® wegs esrner under the age
of esixtaen yesrs, Balow thet sge they #re, 8s & rule, not su“ficliently
trong to work day aftsr day under the diresction >% =n e-slaover,
ferides, if they are taken out of echool earlier they get less than a
f=ir rhere 5% education, and of the industrirsl ooportunities depending
upon 1t.
(b) The Wife: The welfere of the whole family, and that of soclety

11-ewlee, renders it imperstive thst the w!fe and rother should not
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e in any labdr excent thet af the household. ¥hen she worke for
re she can neither cire pranerly for her own hezlth, reer her children
nt, nor mate her home wHat !t should be for her husband, her child-

and her-elf.,

(e) Food-: The latorer should have food suffiecient in qurntity,
1ity and variety to maintain himeelf and the members of his family

8 norral condition of health and vitality.

(da) Clothing: He should be &ble to provide himeelf and femily

th clothing adapted in Juantity and Juslity to the ressonaile require-
te of comfort. In addition to being protected ageinet t'e inclemency
the climate, they ought to have the mennm of sppearing in becoming

ire sn "social” ocecasione, in echool, in church, and in public gath-
inge. It 18 lmpossible to stste orecisel” the minimum thet ie renson-

e for thie pursose, but speeking generally we may say that the labor-
and hie family should possese an outfit of "holiday" apperel, distinct
m thelr ordinary or "everyday" garments. This is essential to enable

to appeAr among thelr fellows without hurt to that self-respect

natural pride which are indiepensable to decent living,

(e) Shelter: Under this heed 1t 1e sufficlent to ssy that the
1ling occupled by the lsborer &nd his family ought to consist of
least five rooms, 2nd in genersal conform to the relulreasents of
jasonable comfort. Thres roome (one for the parents, one for the male
one for the female children) ars the minimum or eleaping sccom-
dations, and 1t would seem thsat at least two rooms are required faor
other purposes, As to equipment, the house must, ~f course, be pro-
ded with a reasonable stock of furniture and utensils, and with the

unt of heat, light and drainage essantisl to health and comfort,
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The material rejuieites of 2 decent living may, therefore, be sum-
up as A reasonable smount of food, elothing and shelter for himeelf
nd his wife as long =8 they live: and for four or five children untll

hese nave reached the sge of elxteen years.

2. Beerldes the needs that are constant, sctuslly exietent, there
Ife othere that are intermittent, 2nd etill others that will be felt
¥y in the future., The laborer'e remunerstion ought to be sufficlently
irge to enable him to provide againet accidente, eickners and old age,
it does not he will, when temporarily or permanently incapacitated
wors, become A burden on tha community or on hie children, In the
ftter case the wnges racelved by the children would have to be increa-
beyond their own rejuirements, Thias le not in accord withtthe order
'_thingu, which sugzents th2t & man'e 1life toll should bring him
ifflclent provision for hie 1life needs,

3, Finally, the laborer snd nie family have certszin mental and
itual needs, the satisfaction of which 1le e=sential to right living,
# chlef among themare: & moderate Smount of amnusement end reerestion;
jeation in the primary brsnches of instruction for the children:
periodical and other literature; membershipn in certain organizations,
gh as Eenaflt nncltiép and Lebor Uniana:; and l2et, but by no mesans least,
p means of fulfllling 'n & becoming ménner the obligetions impoeed by

jArity and religion,

Food, clothing, shelter, insurancs, and mental And eniritunl eul-
= 8ll in & reasgonable degree- are, therafore, the ererenti=l condit-
i of a2 decent livélihood. Remuneration inadenuate to secure all pf
ffe thinge to the laborer 21d his family falle below the level of

flving Wage.




flow shall we expresr there reluleltes in termes of money? The
ying cost of living at different timee *nd in different rectlons
e country 1s slone sufficlent to render & single generel &answer
dingly difficult, Yeverthelese, an ap-toximation e¢®n be mede that
$ 8ppesl to 811 fsir-minded men &8 conservative and juet, and will
joate with coneiderable de”initeness en idenl of precticsl end precti-
Juetice thut, alas, 1g yet very far from being reslized.
Various studles have teen made to determine the income Peduired
fintain & necesssary minimun pleine, There 18, of course, 8 veriation
;ﬁi wipdom with which an income 1= expended, Eut no Bmount of wiedom
j make an exceedingly low lncome cover familly needs sdejustely.
ftudie= have generally hed in ~ind the ordinary care &nd intel-
@ence which might be expected., In some cnn&n it:ey have prefumed AanN
fen higher level of wiedon than generally oreveils even in Tamilies

S education.

In 1926 the Vational Induetrisl Confersnce Boerd rarched the
paclueion that a wege of §1,007 per year, or 436 .68 per weel, was
gpuirad for a faniir of five ia Hew York City to malatain a deceat
fane of liviag. And such an lncone would perult only & very siaple
$fs. It would allow out ¢44 per year for reor=ation; S50 for medical
deiital care: §1H for readine material, stationery, postags, tele-
fionsa sto. Rent was estiaated at 404 per month, which would sesure
ihrea or four rooas In the older type of house. o marzin was left

for savinss, old ace, collersa tuition for children, and very little

for the ordinary comforts of life.

Other atudies have brourht satinates from 1,680 to J3,000 as




gsgent ial for a family of five per year, all of theun far above the
averace waze of the workers ian the United S3tates. In 1921 and 1922
the United States Departaent of Lavor ovroduced what was called a

Minimun Health and Decepncy 3udset. It was uot intended as su ideal

4
1

budzet but &8s the miaimum reauired to maiatain health and decency
for a family of five for one vear. It did not include many comforts
Wnich should be inclunded in the proper Aaerican 3tandard of Liviwe.

fThe budeet, worked out for ten cities varied from a little above

22,000 to somewhat above 42,500 depe.uding on tkhe city,

The charitable ugencies of Chicazo & number of years azo worked
put & standard budzet for families uunder their care. This was the
lovesﬁ_ﬂqontt that they estimated stonld be provided or a family of
five with childrea of about thriteen, teun, sevea, if they were to be
maintained without physical or mental deterioration. The aznonnt was
gl b48,84 without reat. When rent is sadded tris wil]l be near

gmnounts set by e Industrisl Zonference Board and the United States |

Labor Bureau,.

It has frecueutly veen asserted that the standard budzets are
too hizh, that families can and do live on a smaller amount. This

asgsertion is in part due to the fact that a aininmum-comfort standard

uw

18 compnred with minimun-of -subsistence plane of livine. Que
inclined to thiak that there is more danger of & alunimum-of-subsis-

nizh.
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The reason iz this. Framers of standard pudze g at the minimum-

of-subsistence level tend to ezxtinate st:indards for each separate

seconent of a8 budeet as for ilastaance, for food, Tor clothing, for rent,
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for tuel and light, and tor certzin miscellaneous exnenaitimres, 'rhey
then add un these stenderas, If thie ie done, the gepnarate standards
8dd up to some sgum, say #1300, But aoeg it follow that $1200 will
@ctually be spent by the wage-earner's tamily in the s&me proportions
that thetremers 2llow? There ig a tendency tor standera pudgets sbé
mede to minimize the miscellaneous expenditures, there is much evi-
gence to show tnet worker's famillee will go without the necesgsary
food, clothing, and wermtn in oraer to get recreatlion or purchage
gerviceg or gooas that have to do with goeial stendlng.

Cr course 1in setting wages according to st=ndarde or living, we
must not assume the famllies to noseese sunernumnan »ill power or
extracorinary rationality. #e must take hu 2n nature 28 we tind it.
e should not torget that desires Tro reersation and social apnroval
are Just as integral 2 part nt our legliimate desireg 2g ia the deslire
for bread. "or these refgong, 1t is thought, any error tnhet mev be
found in minimum-subeisgtence standerce 1e likelvy tn make the etsnasrd
too lLow rather than t:o high,

The groungse upon which the cleim to 8 '1/ing wage m2y be based-
are moral, religiousg, social and popular, rirst we ghall congider the
moral basis, Like all otner persone the labourer hse a natural rignt
to live from tne bounty or t-e eartn; ftor, on the one nand, 8ll men
are or equal moral or intrineic value, 2nd, on the nther hand, God
hae made the earth the common heritage of 211 nis children, whereby
they 2reto live, rurtherm-re, men have equsl rithte to live human
lixgg, to "8 decent,livelinocoed; from thies undivided heritege. Yo with-
lold rrom some peresns tne meane o7 living decentlyv, 2g retits human
peings, 18 no more reacpnatcle than EOIWitTOl“ Trom them the mesns ot
theri subslietonce; to deprive them or thelr subsgistence ig no more

justiriable than to take awsy their liberty or their lives, hile
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Plghte diirer 'n derres of i1mportance, theyvyarse all emrantial

"
gT=Ary Lo the perrectinn sna aevelopment of persirnsl'ty. It

Erinslc warth of tna man celns p8® nNot isoly E moral claim

B worthy of & husan oeing, it is 8 meres Torm of worde, snd ar-

i =oral orotsecti->n EgRlngt Eny sart of phvalesl Agereasslon,
ming or murder

ke 2l]l ower rl nie, hawever, the rignt to 8 decsnt livelninod

g limltea And entaiti-ned, it is valia

0 condltion that are reasgnaple, OF these, two are aspecisn’ly
goneiderea: tha lapourer must narmally nertears £ resepsqable

pf work., and the oraduct must bé sufticiently lerge toatfora

Lt livélinood Tor 11 that snare incausing 1t. Aspuming thart
gnesa2 conultione er: veritied in the nresent evetem, wée pae Lhat
o rer'e right to 2 ascent livellhond unner the capitealiet re-

gtkeg the tore of & right to A 1Living wngw, In the present

-
Lid]
o

organies=2tinn, & 1f Nno other wavy by which thie right can

" "ectunl. iIn these clrcumstances, the right to 2 livinrs wapge

¥alld ae tne right to liberty, and the rocinl orgenization 1
B unwirranted in depriving nim of the one as of tre other,toth
Beeresry ta 1ife sna welfare, and all tret im 170l 16 n totn 1=

ni2lly & 1ree gift of God to all persons.

Bt ought nat to he neceesary to Remark trnet the docitine of mAn's
rizhte to 2 decant livellhooo coer Mt imoly rignts to equal
#F oF Lhe eAarth's gooCce or procucte,. In =ome resesnacte man 8 re
in otheare they are unejusl., Justiced eman tnat ittt repera
er tney sholla re trestea ejusrlly, but with resard to tns
unajumnlly, Since tney are ejual as persons, they nave eguml

lo the menam of sereguarcing persgnalitvy; since tney ars un-

in the degrees sf tneir capscities nand needs, they have no clair
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Whether ejuality ot personal dignity requires th2t, in a civili-
grtion 28 rich as ours, all men shouls nave more than tne minimum
decent livelihood above decscribed, is a2 duestion that does not cell
for aiscuseion in this papee. Jur peesent concern ls merely with the
minimum trat is compatible with the aignity o1 nereonz2litr, leny to
the labourer tnis minimum, and you tre=2t him no longer ag &n end 1n
himeselt ,but as a mere meanes to the welfare ot nis fellowe. You make
an unreasonable and unjust distribution of the undivided giftes of God,

The religious argument tfor a living wege rests upon thriat's
precept of Erotnerly Love and "is Golden Rule,("All thinge, thererore,
whatsoever vou w ould that menshoula dn to you, do vou also to them:
for this is the Law and the Prophets.”) No internretation of the 1or-
mer wiich does not ascure the labourer at leagst a decent libelihood
¢an ce edtended 1or a moment; while the C“olden Kule, implving ae it
does tne essential sacredness and eju2litv or men, containg the germ
of the moral argument outlined 1n tne preceding paragraprs. Histori-
cally, the concept of a living wage ie ultimately traceaple to theme
two Christian principles, while ite formul-tion and develonment have
been the work or the Catholic Church. ZIver since the Yidale Ages, the
living-wage princinle has been an implicit £lement ot Catholic moral ‘
teacnling., 1t was expressgsed in most aetinite and unconditional torm in
the zngyclical or ‘ope Leo X111l &ge above quoted, #it" 1n recent vesars

reoresentative pbodies ot many of tneProtestant denom'nations have

]

given the living wesze 2 promine t plsce in thelr orogrammes of social
reform,
11 clergymen would give & much 2 ttention to nreacring and ex-

s

pounaing the duty of paying & Living Wage 2s they do the exnlenation
of other dutlee that are no more important, ana it they would use all

tie power of thneir ecclesiazsticsl noegition to deprive recelcitrant

employers of tne church orivellgees trat are ofdinarilv aeniled to




iy diesbadlient menbere: ana 1f sublie spe2tere and writers
e questions of industrisl juetice would, in concrete tarms,
piblle demuaciation thome amploTers Wi cEn navy dAving
will noL, ine regultes woula oonetitute man m=-le retutz=tion
Beloue s2rezrtion tiet emplovTare cennat 2 ot Tto met fustlir
sussion,
goeial = rgurent for & 1llbing wn is thaet ths injury to
l1ting Tram ungerneld lapsur =B nat o¥T2st oY Lhe erwping
7 »r WEZ2s, 1IN FumnAry Torm the 1injury mavy pe deper!péd
ininl rroc ywer a2 oroductian by the umndero2id w-orkerrs owing

ntrength a2=d vl
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® Living %age oroclem i, tnerevtore, =uiTiclently grave #na
tlv dirrtieult. .t cannot re eaglvec p* Any Jquick,esasy or simnle
ar by any one metnod wnatever, lte solution cen be brougnt

atinn o manvaroncies. inoivicdusl sno

a

araugn wha co-pgne

-

it the rirst place, 3 large proportion of the unaerpald 1ab-
$uld very =materially rsige thelr wagas by the prectice of

ey, thrirt, sabirety and courags in thelr

indurtry, a7%1cl
1ives, but sepecislly by becoming Taith®ul ana sctive members
Ur organitations, On the other hand, orobsbly 2 majority of
slovers who now pay leess than living wegee could increase these
ot remunaration witnous being ariven out ot buegineege, and without
mnoellea to reduce their own standrrds ot living notably or
'nntly. Arter all, it ies upon the emnlover "that the moral res-
ity of paying a living wsge primarily ralls. Only in cage of
gult doee the obligation revert to myclety or the Stete, Never-
. it is imptobable tnat the private #frorte either of the lab-
ar af thelr emnlovers will realse to the plene or a living wage
En A minarity o tnoes who are now balow the level, Hence the
ty snd the duty or the State to intertene throusnh lesisletion
ging "ny emnlover rrom nayvying any labourer less thfn the reg-
getarrinea =zinimus.

E suet not, howaver, be Torgotten that, in an es=entially olig-
commun!ty llke our own, theras 1e grave danger lest any TAate
Rlon of wagar for the non-poescescing clagser shoulc involve Htate
ion toa lapsur in tne intereste of the noseassing claggeap: that
8y, i1he reduciton orlabour agsin from conditions of free ¢nn-

o conditione af legal serfdom there nra alratdy not B Tew dls-
indicrtiona nf a tendency in thies direction, deliberately( or,

t, half ponsclously)rostered by some non-Lhristian econom'sts




i theoriste, A lears dengerous and more Catholic method
the remunaration of the lebourear whuld be by tha transrar-
trade anisne or lab-sur organlizatisne into State-récognized.
Pt In cagar of abuss), aptomomou= guilde, regulsting the
Bicunatlisne, accompanlied by greatly axtenced diatribution of
iraparty 8tang all clssser 5 & pouletinn, StAte fEtlon
mal 3} . ea™ul ar necessary, but nat shers volunt L sfs B
gction wo @ posalble aT™"eactive, Alea; it 1= nmat
b Aargua valldly from tha co’ Ltisne of ane country to ! nosa
s W8N Cone:Ger.ng Low A tata Aactinn }s, in any instange,
or desirable.
the outeet the legal kinimum may be lowsr then tne measure sf
NREE glven In 1 g nEpar, but it sould be raledad gredually,
gince with tha esnditisne o industry sand tha growt o avor-
110 opinion, In prineiple, leglielation of this itind nrevailed
gly in itne Catholic Widdle Ages, It has recantly begun to be
uetralia and in Greaat Britain through the device an Yin-
srads. Thie action hEs 1n more recent vears slso been 1n-
in Canaaa 878 th nited States, The resulte have on ¢ whnle
ratleractory. Agsinet wiee laglelstio gre lines tnere
rall oC jactinn 2ithar *row the mide 2* marale, politice,
r " =e,. Por the Stats ought tn srotsct the lohourer's
ae 1ll 8f hle life, hie Limb or his nocket-book: relsing
law wlll produce no &cohom effacts girtarant frox thaes
t from A% lner -sse thro t actinn of trade ynion:
it enployer wil e jur a law which compele mll
oyere to crnfo Lt & cersaln ainimum etander r weran,
aweater, t grnloyer yrugc204e beonyesa e gaaucear -1 1.
ribel, uld have any rensgn ts ablect, Bnd hie cEs2 nslle

therr sympiRthy nor epeclal conplderation
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A baan enid theosscourine arf a2 1iving wege a2ll round cANNOTL

E8C 81l at once, mor by any one methoa. Sugmestions As to its
Bocomnlisnment hava an ziven,
mehile, wnat of tome consclestinue sy2lover whé is anxious to
Buty, but who .Tlnde himdal? si=nlu unabcle to =»ap the living
¥& incdlcated as the minisum far decent livins® Hie rival
B, 1t 1 8 Era Fesapln 1. n: or the ¢o itions or the
irs sucn trat it cannot teée carrie n if a 1iving wope 1e
the morzars at least riog B cartaln neriod. l8 our cona-

Be @rnlover bound to 28y 2 livine were shen 1t involver CcATPFvVe
Bie busine=e at n loee?
gEger mAyY be cpneldered ., The Tiret i2 thet of 2 man whn man-

awn businese Ang emnloye(st learst mainly)hie own eenitel,

e 12 that of 1 :epoBelble manager of &2 JH>int-stock commany

i)
L |

firet case he will ave two kKinde ot cleaim upon the bhusiness:
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His Blm % EeE O = 1 g =21 BEL 28 wall Re that
plovaas 1o & Yivi re, Fathar Lenmiuhl, whom|together wit
lesaing authorities)says:-
i I|. @ 1 ¥ C R r- 1= - ™ M = 3 1"'1"-,_" § o = 1 k- - F!,-H1"|'I
T} Al o * P - e - = - . .ol it B -1t
AT Y e, g 1 ! 2 ci1e9t 1o
ne wrrTen sn éx s2 just wepge, and 1 the emalaver a minisus
.-I"-.—;'p_..ﬁ-_;.—.u-:ll - an | """l;'_“_.‘ -...a-l.u- = 53T i . " t t 3 wWopE - - " EaL
and worwTman be oroportionntaly reducea belaw tre Tisure whigh
ml..ﬂ&ll * connt iy t * " L] - wr a LI Y. Liks e - - . -
L2 2 in 8aAcn o, T ritvy may
2 emalovear tn welive hia 2wn fuest pledm 'n mruch = carg, wWien

rmal le reducsd to extrems poverty

regarde thie polnt pr, Slnter writesd.



'ucr_'"". j":"'_

#=Congd cor
BRTIHTD! 3
1’I.‘ .jT-Trﬂ.‘.

-

|

lg—= . &
Ata o i
gr WwWno 1

o ta2nde t
. -
ane 1 urt

e=titu

i gy v 1
& n e
+ 'l
- - - - 8
r-unlt

ud
]
—
i
i
.

-~

-

i

r——

L]

3 -
A1

lena

el al

= B i :
L 3
1At
ks
IW

-

maEE W 1
- -~y - L -
gy ry . % At
- - " & &5 =L

i

§ p ir & ThELL i
= . # —

] BO L= amnl ar
"— -- IE ,-‘._-..E - - -
a may poat unnn dip
g bound to malke avery

r-_-':.-_- N 1 W i vwe a0 = el
I & L] - I- - 4 - [ & s Wi
"I":I i r t_,.n ..&.11-1 -
L |-|| [ ® [ -t T -]
- I “1d. 5 1T el ok 2 -
& t a elmaa
gt eF ABra raeit
“ar tha "'-l_-.r:--.-_ T T
-2tErved c-'llo 1
- 9
BEXI LY eénsuaer on mip
- = ¥ - 1pe
- ¥ A 17 trhan t
- — - s = - - 1M -
- - " L ] ™ 1
oy v taet tasl -
g '.I:.. o wTall]

dctare

méEng o
& g =

u = r

4 & il .

- L 4

gH B

[ =] i

PV s ts »
Aalavere =ac n
1= e Thet
stancese, Aaven
0 pratit, ha

' wagaee w
T * on -
ic ontra wha
leet ¢ at e

reEneture o
e e . -.,1 [
refulting r
inge pre o ‘e
r, B m11l %

— ur ! -... I
inet 1t o8 ST

By

-
L@
L=
| -8

mekling fng encoursgs'n goc' pl



al=
nram
3 o
sapgelc

e

"act

o

——

0 W
ate

TR
il -
: -
1 Ak
-

, AN

ramunes
.

rd M w
AYANE W
er
Fam Tipm

\arl a1
iay =ncC
- g |

w4
] ¥ -
v 1

& 2
- =
o & 2
——
£ =
SEene

o

" " o ¥
» n Banin
- al & e
a u vare
ccanst can
g + T
La=g Wwolu

~

Tal’
dd =
|

t£mn nl
L i

Soam )
-

¥ R b

F o e

[

™
- v

1 =
iMF
= -
=4 -
2 .
A
3l

Paad

Tl
2 L
=P
-
§

(=7

-

i Rl i

. * a1l F
8. ! L the
tn A dac *

217 1 3 P -

N H'r‘!.u
2 al a0

1]

ralfitively

vasirar

ocianll=t

Efi=

we muet rem-

ort nert

TR
“ L

éecarinomlco

e e e e —

o



	Ethics thesis : a living wage
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1659639975.pdf.0eqmz

