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ABSTRACT: One new record for Iberian peninsula Leptomastix algirica Trjapitzin and 
three new records: Metaphycus dispar (Mercet), M. maculipennis (Timberlake) and 
Microterys dichrous (Mercet) for Portugal are given. 
 
KEY WORDS: Coccidae, Kermes, Mealybug, Natural enemies 
 

Prior to our study 54 species of encyrtids have been recorded from Portugal 
(Noyes, 2018). The latest studies on the fauna of Encyrtidae from Portugal were 
conducted by the first author in 2004-2005. During these surveys 14 species of 
Encyrtidae have been recorded from Portugal for the first time. Four species were 
recorded as a new for Iberian Peninsula, and additionally two species were 
described as a new for science (Japoshvili & Abrantes, 2006).  

Present results are based on the material collected by second and third 
authors during 2012 and 2017-2018 seasons. Samples from several hosts infested 
with scale insects were collected randomly, material was placed in the laboratory 
for parasitoids emergence.  

The specimens are deposited in the insect collection of the Laboratory of 
Entomology of the Instituto Superior de Agronomia, Universidade de Lisboa 
(Lisbon, Portugal).  

New records for Portugal are indicated with one asterisk and new record for 
Iberian Peninsula with two asterisks.  
 
List of new records:  
Genus Leptomastix Förster  
Leptomastix algirica Trjapitzin**  
Species Examined: Portugal, Cascais gardens: 2 females, 1 male, 6.VI.2018, ex 
Phenacoccus peruvianus on Bougainvillea* sp. (card mounted), Leg. AP 
Ramos/EB Silva.  
 
Genus Metaphycus Mercet  
Metaphycus dispar (Mercet)*  
Species Examined: Portugal, Cadaval: 6 females, 3 males, 22.VI.2012, ex 
Parthenolecanium corni on Vitis vinifera (card mounted), Leg. AP Ramos/EB 
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Silva; Lisbon gardens : 2 females, 2.III.2017, ex Parthenolecanium persicae on 
Ginkgo biloba (card mounted), Leg. AP Ramos/EB Silva.  
 
Metaphycus maculipennis (Timberlake)*  
Species Examined: Portugal, Lisbon gardens: 6 females, 8 males, 2.III.2017, ex 
Parthenolecanium persicae on Ginkgo biloba (card mounted), Leg. AP 
Ramos/EB Silva.  
 
Genus Microterys Thomsoni  
Microterys dichrous (Mercet)*  
Species Examined: Portugal, Lisbon gardens: 1 female, 8.III.2012, ex Nidularia 
pulvinata on Quercus ilex (slide), Leg. AP Ramos/EB Silva.; Lisbon gardens: 5 
males, 2.III.2017, ex Nidularia pulvinata on Quercus ilex (card mounted), Leg. 
AP Ramos/EB Silva.  
Comments: The species was recorded previously by Zahradnik (1972) according 
to Viggiani (1997), however this record was an erroneous and we were not able to 
confirm this.  

As there are no detailed photos, we provide here photos of some 
morphological parts for M. dichrous (Fig. 1).  

In the key to the genus Microterys of Iberian Peninsula, Japoshvili (2011) 
made an error, couplete 11 must be formulated as: Thesis - Mesoscutum and 
scutellum at most dirty yellow (12); Antithesis - Mesoscutum and scutellum dark, 
almost black with metallic reflection (16).  
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Figure 1. Female of Micoretys dichrous: A – Head; B – Antenna; C – Fore Wing; D – 
Mesosoma; E – Ovipositor. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


