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In this paper, we investigate the geographical and structural diffusion of Viennese 

Monophthongization (Moosmüller & Vollmann 2001; Moosmüller & Scheutz 2013). By means of a 

new numerical measure to assess and compare formant movement in 18 lexical items, we provide 

evidence that Viennese Monophthongization is an ongoing, regular sound change transforming [aɛ̯] 

and [aɔ̯] gradually into [æː] and [ɒː] in the dialects of (Eastern) Austria.  

The data are based on direct dialect recordings of 76 speakers in two age-groups in 19 rural 

locations of eastern and central Austria. Results indicate that [æː] and [ɒː] are diffusing in a wave-like 

fashion from Vienna (where Viennese Monophthongization originated, cf. Gartner 1900). Even though 

Viennese Monophthongization is reported to have been established in other bigger cities for more than 

30 years (Moosmüller and Vollmann 2001, Moosmüller and Scheutz 2013), the data show no evidence 

for diffusion from these cities (cf. for different models of spatial diffusion Britain 2012). There are 

also other factors affecting the degree of formant movement: The phonetic-phonological environment 

(stress and the following consonant) explains most of the variance in the data, whereas no frequency 

effects (Phillips 2006) could be found. Furthermore, we identified social identity, cultural space 

(Horvath and Horvath 2001), and gender-related network structures as language external factors. 

 

References: 

Britain, David. 2012. Diffusion. In Alexander Bergs & Laurel J. Brinton (eds.), English historical linguistics. An 

international handbook (Handbücher zur Sprach- und Kommunikationswissenschaft 1–2), 2031–2043. 

Berlin: De Gruyter Mouton. 

Gartner, T. 1900. Lautbestand der Wiener Mundart. Zeitschrift für hochdeutsche Mundarten 1. 141–147. 

Horvath, Barbara M. & Ronald J. Horvath. 2001. A multilocality study of a sound change in progress. The case 

of /l/ vocalization in New Zealand and Australian English. Language Variation and Change 13(1). 37–57. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0954394501131029 (accessed 29 July 2021).  

Moosmüller, Sylvia & Ralf Vollmann. 2001. "Natürliches Driften" im Lautwandel: die Monophthongierung im 

österreichischen Deutsch. Zeitschrift für Sprachwissenschaft 20(1). 42–65. 

Moosmüller, Sylvia & Hannes Scheutz. 2013. Chain shifts revisited. The case of monophthongisation and E-

merger in the city dialects of Salzburg and Vienna. In Peter Auer, Javier Caro Reina & Göz Kaufmann 

(eds.), Language variation – European perspectives IV: Selected papers from the Sixth International 

Conference on Language Variation in Europe (ICLaVE 6), Freiburg, June 2011 (Studies in Language 

Variation 14), 173–186. Amsterdam: Benjamins. 

Phillips, Betty S. 2006. Word frequency and lexical diffusion. Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan. 

 


	1

