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Abstract

This pre-registered study examined the prevalence and correlates of sexual aggression in a sample of 530 Iranians (322
women, 208 men) with a behaviorally specific questionnaire distinguishing between different coercive strategies, victim-
perpetrator relationships, and sexual acts. Significantly more women (63.0%) than men (51.0%) experienced at least one
incident of sexual aggression victimization since the age of 15 years, and significantly more men (37.0%) than women
(13.4%) reported at least one incident of sexual aggression perpetration. In women and men, the experience of child sexual
abuse predicted sexual victimization and sexual aggression perpetration after the age of 15 years, both directly and indirectly
through higher engagement in risky sexual behavior. Greater endorsement of hostile masculinity among men explained
additional variance in the prediction of sexual aggression perpetration. This research is a first step towards documenting
and explaining high rates of sexual aggression victimization and perpetration among Iranian women and men, providing
important information for sex education as well for the prevention of sexual aggression. However, to achieve these goals, we
highlight the need for systematic actions in all educational, social, and legal sectors of Iranian society.
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Nearly one in three women experience sexual aggression
in their lifetime (World Health Organization, 2017). Sexual
aggression is defined as behavior to make another person
engage in sexual acts despite their unwillingness to do so
(Krahé et al., 2015). The experience of sexual aggression
among adults is a worldwide problem that has numerous
physical, psychological, and interpersonal consequences
for the victims (Martin et al., 2011). Victims of sexual
aggression have an elevated risk of affective disorders, post-
traumatic stress disorder symptoms, suicidal ideation and
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attempts, substance abuse, and a higher likelihood of engag-
ing in sexual aggression perpetration (Peterson et al., 2011).

In Iran, the recent #MeToo movement originating in
the U.S. has had a major impact on society, as hundreds of
Iranian women have posted stories on social media about
sexual aggression experienced from their family members,
friends, or authority figures (Human Rights Watch, 2020). In
addition to the many women, men have joined the movement
and revealed that they are victims of (child) sexual abuse.
In contrast to the extensive research on sexual aggression
in Western countries (see reviews by Fedina et al., 2018;
Krahé et al., 2014), evidence on the prevalence of sexual
aggression victimization and perpetration in Iran is scarce
(Kamimura et al., 2016; Nikparvar et al., 2021). The pre-
sent research addressed this shortcoming and investigated
the prevalence of sexual aggression victimization and per-
petration among adult women and men in an Iranian sample.
It is the first to assess different coercive strategies, victim-
perpetrator constellations, and sexual acts from both the vic-
tim and the perpetrator perspectives. Moreover, this study
examined variables associated with a higher probability of
sexual aggression victimization and perpetration established
in the literature from Western countries, namely child sexual
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abuse, risky sexual behavior, and, for men, hostile mascu-
linity. A scientific understanding of sexual aggression in
Iran is of relevance given the specific cultural and social
norms about sexuality that result from the introduction of
the Islamic law ‘Sharia’ after the Islamic revolution in 1979
(Motamedi et al., 2016).

Prevalence of Sexual Aggression

Sexual aggression is gender-asymmetrical: Despite the high
variability across studies, the prevalence of sexual aggres-
sion victimization is typically higher for women than for
men, whereas the prevalence of sexual aggression perpetra-
tion is substantially higher for men than for women (Krahé
et al., 2014). For example, the U.S. National Intimate Partner
and Sexual Violence Survey showed that 12.3% of women,
but only 1.4% of men reported having experienced some
form of forced completed penetration (i.e., rape), forced
attempted penetration, or completed penetration while they
were unable to resist due to intoxication in their lifetime
(Black et al., 2011). Moreover, evidence from 10 European
countries revealed that the lifetime prevalence of female
sexual victimization ranged from 19% to 52.2% since the
age of consent, and male sexual victimization ranged from
10.1% to 55.8% (Krahé et al., 2015). Rates of female sexual
aggression perpetration ranged from 2.6% to 14.8%, whereas
male perpetration rates varied from 5.5% to 48.7% (Krahé
et al., 2015).

Most research on sexual aggression perpetration has
focused on men (e.g., Abrahams et al., 2014), although
sexual aggression is also perpetrated by women (see Fisher
& Pina, 2013). In a large sample of college students in Ger-
many, 9.4% of women reported sexual aggression perpe-
tration towards men (Krahé et al., 2021). Studies using the
same methodology in Turkey and Chile revealed female per-
petration rates of 14.2% and 16.5%, respectively (Schuster
et al., 2016a, b).

Sexuality in Iranian Society

A conservative culture about sexuality has dominated Iran
throughout its history, which became even stronger after the
Islamic revolution in 1979 (Shahidian, 1996). Following this
revolution, Iran has become one of the predominant Islamic
countries in the Middle East and has implemented its insti-
tutional structure based on ‘Sharia’ (Islamic Law; Abiad,
2008). ‘Sharia’ is a religious law that has strongly influenced
cultural and social norms, including sexuality (Motamedi
et al., 2016). According to the Iranian Penal Code (Arti-
cle 221; The Islamic Penal Law, 2014), sexual intercourse
between an unmarried woman and man (‘Zena’) is considered
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sinful and thus punishable. No age of consent for consensual
sex is legally recognized (The Islamic Penal Law, 2014), and
sex education is only provided in bachelor studies at uni-
versities and merely encompasses basic reproductive health
curricula (see review by Khalajabadi-Farahani, 2020).

Following trends of urbanization, globalization, and the
increase of women’s participation in public spheres, sexual
norms and lifestyles of both Iranian men and women have
been changing over the last decades (Motamedi et al., 2016).
Pre-marital sex and early sexual debut have risen among
Iranian youth (Khalajabadi-Farahani, 2016). Surveys among
young Iranians revealed that 29% of men and 12% of women
engaged in sex before marriage, and 47% of female univer-
sity students had their first sexual activity before university
(Khalajabadi-Farahani, 2016).

The social context of Iran is deeply rooted in patriar-
chal ideologies, which see the female body as the prop-
erty and part of honor of the male members of her fam-
ily (Farahani, 2007). Therefore, any violation of female
purity is judged as an unforgivable tarnish of the honor
and dignity of the family, whether it results from engag-
ing in consensual sexual activities outside of marriage
or sexual aggression (Aghtaie, 2017). The Iranian cul-
ture is characterized by a gender-based double standard
in sexuality, given that ‘Sharia’ has facilitated and pro-
moted male sexual desire through polygyny and tempo-
rary marriage (‘Sighe’; Haeri, 1992). Also, policies and
laws, such as compulsory ‘Hijab’ (i.e., head covering)
and sex segregation in schools, public transportation,
and sport centers, have been implemented to protect men
from their inherent susceptibility to arousal by female
bodies (Moghadam, 2013). In line with this reasoning,
rape is culturally understood upon the assumption that
the assaulted victim has aroused the perpetrator(s) by not
adhering to the restrictive codes of behavior and appear-
ance (Aghtaie, 2017). To conclude, Iran is recognized as
a sexually conservative society with a high disparity of
gender-related legal rights and cultural expectations for
women’s and men’s sexual behavior.

In Iran, the prevalence of sexual victimization has been
examined mainly in the context of domestic violence or
intimate partner violence (IPV). Past reports documented
rates of female IPV victimization ranging from 13.1% to
73.4% (Aghakhani et al., 2015; Mohammad Beigi et al.,
2019; Soleimani et al., 2017). For male IPV victimiza-
tion, rates of 52.6%, 43.5% and 10.7% respectively have
been reported (Kamimura et al., 2016; Mohammad Khani
et al., 2009; Nikparvar et al., 2021). The variation in the
estimates of reported IPV victimization (both female and
male) likely results from the use of different definitions of
sexual aggression and different survey methods, which pre-
vent clear conclusions about the extent of sexual aggres-
sion and hamper the comparability of prevalence rates in
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Iran with research findings from other countries. Finally,
knowledge about sexual aggression perpetration by either
Iranian women or men is very limited. To date, only two
small-scale studies have assessed these rates, and both
studies had a narrow focus on violence within intimate
relationships (46.7% of women, 43.5% of men;
Kamimura et al., 2016; 7.9% of women, 17.6% of men,;
Nikparvar et al., 2021).

Correlates of Sexual Victimization
and Perpetration

To the best of our knowledge, no study so far has examined
correlates of sexual aggression victimization and perpe-
tration among Iranian women and men. In research from
Western cultures, child sexual abuse (CSA), risky sexual
behavior, and hostile masculinity have been identified as
variables linked to an increased probability of sexual aggres-
sion victimization and perpetration. CSA may have serious
consequences, such as affective disorders, substance abuse,
and post-traumatic stress disorder (Hailes et al., 2019),
and victims are at higher risk of experiencing sexual re-
victimization later in life (Walker et al., 2019). Although
earlier work assumed that the association between CSA and
re-victimization would only apply to women (Fargo, 2009),
more recent research revealed a similar association for male
CSA victims (Walker et al., 2019).

One reason why CSA victims are more likely to experi-
ence sexual re-victimization is their greater engagement in
risky sexual behavior (Krahé & Berger, 2017). Risky sexual
behavior includes casual sex, high number of sex partners,
consuming alcohol or drugs in sexual situations, and the
ambiguous communication of sexual intentions (D’Abreu
& Krahé, 2016). Such behavior is more likely among CSA
victims, as child sexual abuse distorts the child’s sexual
cognitions and behaviors (Finkelhor, 1987), manifesting as
high number of partners, early sexual debut, unprotected
sex, and sexual coercion of others (Abbey et al., 2006; Tharp
et al., 2013). CSA was found to be a longitudinal predictor of
sexual aggression perpetration among both female and male
CSA victims, also mediated by their more frequent engage-
ment in risky sexual behavior (Krahé & Berger, 2017).

In addition, there are gender-specific correlates of male
sexual aggression perpetration. Sexually aggressive men
differ from non-aggressive men in their attitudes related to
sexual aggression, violence acceptance, and gender relations
(e.g., Malamuth et al., 2021). Specifically, hostile mascu-
linity in terms of endorsing violence and hostile attitudes
towards women was identified as a predictor of sexual
aggression perpetration by men against women (see review
by Tharp et al., 2013).

The Present Research

To examine sexual aggression in Iran and connect it to
findings from other countries, we employed a validated
instrument that uses behaviorally specific questions, rep-
resenting the gold standard in international research on
sexual aggression (Krahé & Vanwesenbeeck, 2016). Spe-
cifically, the Sexual Aggression and Victimization Scale
(SAV-S; Krahé & Berger, 2013) distinguishes between
different (a) victim-perpetrator relationships, (b) coercive
strategies, and (c) sexual acts. To understand correlates
of sexual victimization and perpetration in Iran, we tested
whether CSA, risky sexual behavior, and men’s hostile
masculinity would be associated with a higher probabil-
ity of reporting sexual aggression. In addition to using
dichotomous scores of CSA, sexual victimization, and
sexual aggression perpetration, we took differences in the
level of severity of these experiences and behaviors into
account. Extrapolating from research in Western cultures
and based on the limited knowledge from Iranian surveys,
the following hypotheses were examined:

Hypothesis 1: The prevalence of sexual aggression vic-
timization is higher among women than among men.

Hypothesis 2: The prevalence of sexual aggression per-
petration is higher among men than among women.

Hypothesis 3: The more serious the experience of CSA,
ranging from no CSA to completed penetration, the higher
the severity of sexual victimization and sexual aggression
perpetration, ranging from no victimization/perpetration to
completed rape. CSA is also a positive predictor of risky
sexual behavior.

Hypothesis 4: The path from CSA to sexual aggression
victimization is mediated by a higher tendency to engage
in risky sexual behavior.

Hypothesis 5: The path from CSA to sexual aggression
perpetration is mediated by a higher tendency to engage
in risky sexual behavior.

Hypothesis 6: Men’s endorsement of hostile masculinity
is an additional predictor of sexual aggression perpetration
over and above CSA and risky sexual behavior.

We preregistered all hypotheses and the analysis plan, and
the materials, data files, and syntax that support the findings
of this research are available on OSF (https://osf.io/zvjgs/).

Method

Participants and Design

An a priori power analysis indicated the need for at least 322
participants to have 80% power to detect small to medium

effect sizes for the predicted mediations (Fritz & MacKinnon,
2007; see Supplement A in the online supplement for an
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explanation of the power analysis). A total of 532 Iranian
adults completed the online survey. Data from two men had to
be excluded, as one indicated that he did not provide true infor-
mation and the other did not complete the CSA scale. Thus, the
final sample included 530 participants (322 women, 208 men).
Their age ranged from 18 to 72 years (M =35.01, SD=17.70).
Most participants (90.6%, n=480) identified as heterosexual,
0.8% (n=4) as homosexual, 4.3% (n=23) as bisexual, 0.9%
(n=5) as asexual, and 3.4% (n=18) did not define their sex-
ual orientation. About half of the participants were married
(54.7%, n=290), followed by 30.9% (n=164) singles, 10%
(n=53) in a committed relationship, 3.8% (n=20) divorced,
and 0.6% (n=3) widowed. In terms of educational background,
most participants (94.7%; n=502) had a university degree. In
terms of religious affiliation, 57.2% (n=303) self-identified
as Muslim, 38.9% (n=206) identified with no religion, and
the remaining participants identified with another religion,
such as Zoroastrian or Christian (3.9%; n=21).

Measures

All study materials were presented in Farsi. The question-
naire was translated from English to Farsi by an Iranian
native speaker fluent in English and then back translated
into English by a native English speaker from Iran fluent in
Farsi (see Supplement B in the online supplement for the
survey in English and Farsi).

Sexual Aggression Victimization and Perpetration

The Sexual Aggression and Victimization Scale (SAV-S;
Krahé & Berger, 2013) was used to assess the prevalence of
sexual aggression victimization and perpetration between
women and men. The SAV-S distinguishes between three coer-
cive strategies: (1) threat or use of physical force (e.g., hurting
or holding down), (2) exploitation of the victim’s inability to
resist due to intoxication or other reasons, and (3) the use of
verbal pressure (e.g., threatening to spread lies or ending the
relationship). For each coercive strategy, three different victim-
perpetrator relationships were presented: (1) current or former
partner, (2) friend or acquaintance, and (3) stranger.

For each combination of coercive strategies, victim-
perpetrator relationships, and sexual acts (i.e., unwanted
sexual touch, attempted intercourse, completed intercourse,
and other sexual acts), participants indicated whether, since
the age of 15 years, they had experienced the unwanted sexual
acts (victimization part) or made another person engage in
these sexual acts (perpetration part). Unwanted sexual touch
was described as including unwanted kissing, touching of
genitals, or touching of any part of the body that felt sexu-
ally violating.

Responses were made on a 3-point rating scale with the
options O (never), 1 (once), and 2 (more than once). In total,
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the combination of three coercive strategies, three victim-
perpetrator relationships, and four sexual acts resulted in
36 items for the victimization part and 36 parallel items for
the perpetration part of the survey. Participants received a
version of the SAV-S referring to an opposite-sex constella-
tion between victim and perpetrator (i.e., women were asked
about victimization by, and perpetration against, a man, and
men were asked about victimization by, and perpetration
against, a woman).

Child Sexual Abuse (CSA)

Iran does not legally recognize pre-marital sex, as is the case
in many Middle Eastern countries. Based on Iran’s state law,
the minimum age for marriage is 15 years except when it is
lowered under specific circumstances approved by the court
(e.g., physical and mental maturity of the individual; The
Islamic Penal Law, 2014). Hence, we considered the age of
15 years as the cut-off age for engaging in consensual sexual
activities in this study.

Three items measured the experience of sexual con-
tact abuse (Krahé & Berger, 2017). Participants indicated
whether they had experienced as a child (i.e., under 15 years
old) a situation in which an older person/an adult had: (1)
sexually touched them or made them touch him or her,
(2) tried to penetrate their body (mouth, vagina, or anus),
although it did not happen in the end, and (3) penetrated
their body. This measure used a 5-point rating scale ranging
from O (never) to 4 (almost all the time). Calculating inter-
nal consistency was not meaningful as the three items were
additive and independent of each other.

Risky Sexual Behavior

Nine items assessed risky sexual behavior based on Krahé
et al. (2007). One item asked about casual/impersonal sex
(i.e., “When you had sex: how often was it with someone
you knew hardly or not at all?”’), four items referred to alco-
hol and drug use (e.g., “How often did you/did the other
person drink alcohol in situations in which you had sexual
intercourse?”’), and four items were about the ambiguous
communication of sexual intentions (e.g., “How often did
you say ‘No’ when you meant ‘Yes’ for having sex?”). This
measure used a 7-point scale ranging from 1 (never) to 7
(always). We averaged these items into a scale, with accept-
able internal consistency of a=.73.

Hostile Masculinity

Male participants indicated their attitudes towards hostile
masculinity on 12 items following Vega and Malamuth
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(2007). Three items assessed attitude towards violence: “To
what extent is it appropriate to use violence (e.g., abusive
language, pushing, hitting, kicking, burning) in these
situations: (1) When you do not get your way; (2) When
someone is doing something you do not like; (3) In any
situations. Responses were made on a 7-point scale ranging
from 1 (never) to 7 (always). Nine items assessed hostility
towards women (e.g., “I feel that most women would lie to
get ahead”). The response scale was a 7-point scale ranging
from 1 (strongly disagree) to 7 (strongly agree). Responses
were averaged across the 12 items, and the resulting scale
had a high internal consistency, a=.79.

Procedure

All data were collected in an online format. We distributed
the link of the survey as broadly as possible via social media
(e.g., Telegram, WhatsApp, Instagram, and LinkedIn) as
most Iranians are connected on social media via new tech-
nologies (United Nations, 2014).

The study was introduced by saying that sex is impor-
tant and fun but can sometimes involve misunderstandings,
and therefore a brief survey would be conducted to find
out how often people engaged in sexual contacts that they
or their partner did not really want. The first page of the
survey informed participants about confidentiality and ano-
nymity. After giving active consent, participants provided
demographic information, followed by the CSA items, the
SAV-S, the risky sexual behavior items, and for men, the
hostile masculinity scale. At the end of the questionnaire,
participants were thanked and provided with the opportunity
to enter a raffle to win vouchers from an Iranian online store.
The study was approved by the Ethics Committee of the first
author’s university.

Data Preparation

For calculating the prevalence rates, responses to each
SAV-S item on the three-point scale were dichotomized into
0 (never) and 1 (at least once) because numbers in the “more
than once category” were too small to warrant separate con-
sideration in the analyses. Also recognizing the problem of
small numbers as a threat to reliability, tests for significant
gender differences were conducted only for comparisons
with cell frequencies greater than 20, following a recom-
mendation by Black et al. (2011).

For the analyses linking CSA and risky sexual behav-
ior to sexual aggression victimization and perpetration,
participants’ responses to the SAV-S were converted into
a non-redundant severity score (see Koss et al., 2008):
(1) “No victimization”, if participants answered “never”
to all victimization items, (2) “sexual contact” for those
who reported experiencing unwanted sexual touch, but

not attempted or completed coercion and attempted or
completed rape, (3) “attempted coercion” for those who
reported attempted penetration through the use of verbal
pressure, but not completed coercion, attempted rape or
rape, (4) “coercion” for those who reported penetration
through verbal pressure, but no attempted rape or rape, (5)
“attempted rape” for those who reported attempted pen-
etration through the use or threat of physical force or the
exploitation of the inability to resist, but not completed
rape, and (6) “rape” for those who reported completed pen-
etration by the use or threat of physical force or exploita-
tion of their incapacitated state. A parallel procedure was
applied for scoring the severity of perpetration. In a further
step, the categories of attempted and completed coercion
were collapsed because of the low numbers in both cat-
egories, yielding a final five-level score. This procedure
is in line with the approach used in other studies (Johnson
etal., 2017).

For the responses to the three CSA items, we first cal-
culated a dichotomous score by coding participants’
answers as 0 (no CSA victim) for those who responded
“never” to all three items and 1 (CSA victim) for those
who responded > 0 to any of the three items. For the path
analysis, we then created a four-level ordinal score of CSA
(following past research; Abbey et al., 2006) based on par-
ticipants’ responses to each item: 0 (no CSA), if partici-
pants answered “never” to all items, 1 (sexual touch) if par-
ticipants endorsed > 0 to the first item, but O to the second
and third items, 2 (attempted penetration), if participants
answered > 0 to the second item and O to the third item, and
3 (completed penetration), if participants responded >0 to
the third item.

Results
Descriptive Statistics

A similar proportion of men (54.3%) and women (52.2%)
experienced CSA based on the dichotomous score, ;(2(1,
N=530)=.24, p=.628. In terms of severity (ordinal score)
however, women experienced more severe CSA than men,
27(3, N=530)=37.88, p<.001. Follow-up x? tests for the
different levels of severity based on the adjusted standard-
ized residuals revealed that the proportion of participants
who did not experience any form of CSA was not signifi-
cantly different between women and men. However, signifi-
cantly more women than men reported sexual touch (41.3%
of women, 24.0% of men), ;(2(1, N=530)=16.66, p<.001,
whereas significantly more men than women reported
attempted penetration (13.9% of men, 6.2% of women), y*(1,
N=530)=9.00, p<.01, and completed penetration (16.3%
of men, 4.7% of women), °(1, N=530)=20.57, p<.001.
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Table 1 shows the means and bivariate correlations for
all variables separately for women and men. Men scored
higher on the ordinal CSA score, risky sexual behavior, and
sexual aggression perpetration than did women. All bivari-
ate correlations among the model variables were significant,
except for a nonsignificant correlation between CSA and
men’s endorsement of hostile masculinity. Age was not cor-
related significantly with the model variables except for a
small positive correlation with risky sexual behavior for
women (r=.14, p=.015) and a small negative correlation
(r=-.16, p=.020) with hostile masculinity for men. There-
fore, age was not included in any further analyses. Fisher’s
z test showed that no correlation coefficient differed signifi-
cantly between women and men.

Prevalence of Sexual Aggression Victimization
and Perpetration

Consistent with Hypothesis 1, significantly more women
(63.0%) than men (51.0%) reported having experienced sex-
ual victimization since the age of 15, )(2(1, N=530)=7.59,
p=.006. However, the gender difference of the mean sever-
ity score was not significant (see Table 2). In line with
Hypothesis 2, significantly more men (37.0%) than women
(13.4%) reported having perpetrated sexual aggression, y*(1,
N=530)=40.41, p<.001. The mean of the ordinal severity
score of reported perpetration was also significantly higher
for men than for women.

To examine differences between men and women in
the forms and contexts of victimization and perpetration,
we compared the prevalence rates of sexual victimization
and perpetration separately by gender, coercive strategy,
victim-perpetrator relationship constellations, and sexual
acts. These results are presented in the following sections
and shown in Tables 2 and 3. To test for significant gender
differences, an adjusted significance level of .05/n tests (for
cell sizes > 20) was adopted.

Table 1 Means and Bivariate Correlations

Prevalence by Coercive Strategy

Victimization The most frequently reported coercive strategy
was victimization through the use or threat of physical force
(47.8% of women and 37.0% of men), followed by verbal
pressure (38.2% of women and 29.3% of men) and exploita-
tion of the inability to resist (25.8% of women and 17.3% of
men; see Table 2). Only the gender difference for the use or
threat of physical force was significant, with more women
than men experiencing it, ){2(1, N=530)=6.00, p=.014.

Perpetration The most frequently reported strategy by male
and female perpetrators was the use of verbal pressure (9.0%
of women and 23.1% of men), followed by the use or threat
of physical force (6.2% of women and 19.7% of men), and
the exploitation of the other person’s incapacitated state
(4.3% of women and 13.0% of men; see Table 3). The gender
difference was significant only for the use of verbal pressure,
with more men than women reporting to have used this strat-
egy, y°(1, N=530)=20.15, p <.001.

Prevalence by Victim-Perpetrator Relationship

Victimization Perpetrators known to the victim accounted
for most of the sexual victimization incidents (see Table 2).
The most prevalent perpetrator was a current or former part-
ner (reported by 40.4% of women and 35.1% of men), fol-
lowed by a friend or acquaintance (35.7% of women and
30.3% of men), and, with the lowest frequency, a stranger
(25.2% of women and 14.9% of men). Adopting a signifi-
cance level of .05/3=.017, the gender difference was sig-
nificant only for victimization by a stranger, reported more
often by women than by men,;(z(l, N=530)=7.97, p=.005.

Perpetration Rates of perpetration were also higher against
persons known to the perpetrator, such as a former or cur-
rent partner and a friend or acquaintance (see Table 3). For

Variables (Range) M (SD) M (SD) 1 2 3 4 5 6
‘Women Men

1. Child sexual abuse (0-3) 0.68% (0.79) 1.01°(1.12) - 24 127 19" N/A -.06
2. Sexual victimization (1-5) 2.57 (1.61) 2.44 (1.67) 32" - 347 37 N/A 11
3. Sexual aggression perpetration (1-5) 1.32% (0.94) 1.83% (1.33) 28" 357 - 247 N/A 02
4. Risky Sexual Behavior (1-7) 1.62% (0.52) 1.73% (0.55) 27 327 34T - N/A 147
5. Hostile Masculinity (1-7) N/A 2.61 (0.76) 12 19" 19™ 147 - N/A
6. Age 33.99% (7.71) 36.60" (7.44) -.02 -02 .05 .04 -16" -

Correlation coefficients for women (n;=322) are shown above the diagonal, coefficients for men below the diagonal (n,,=208). N/A: only male

participants completed the hostile masculinity scale
"p<.05; “p<.0l;

p<.001
“bMeans differ significantly between women and men
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Table 2 Sexual Aggression Victimization in Percent (Frequency) since Age 15 in the Break-Down of Coercive Strategies, Victim-Perpetrator
Relationship, and Sexual Acts, N=530 (n;=322, n,,=208)

Coercive Strategy

% (n) Use/Threat of Exploitation of Verbal Pressure Total Relationship (At
Physical Force Inability to Resist Least One >1 per Row)
Victim-Perpetrator Sexual Acts Women Men Women Men Women Men Women Men
Relationship
(Ex)Partner Sexual touch 26.7(86) 21.1(44) 12.4(40) 11.5(24) 22.7(73) 19.7(41) 35.1 (113) 34.1(71)
Attempted intercourse  21.7 (70) 159 (33) 9.9(32) 7.2(15) 17.1(55) 159(33) 28.9(93)  26.4(55)
Completed intercourse  19.9 (64) 149 (31) 9.0(29) 6.3 (13) 15.5(50) 13.0(27) 25.5(82) 23.1 (48)
Other sexual acts 199 (64) 14430) 8.1(26) 6.7(14) 15.5(50) 13.5(28) 26.1(84) 22.1 (46)
Total (Ex)Partner 30.7(99) 23.6(49) 13.4(43) 12.0(25) 25.8(83) 20.2(42) 40.4(130) 35.1(73)
Friend/Acquaintance Sexual touch 21.4(69) 19.7(41) 15.5(50) 12.5(26) 14.6 (47) 17.3(36) 31.7(102) 28.8 (60)
Attempted intercourse 9.0 (29) 14.4(30) 8.1(26) 9.1(19) 7.1 (23) 11.5(24) 14.9 (48) 20.2 (42)
Completed intercourse 6.5 (21) 10.1 (21) 5.6(18) 7.2(15) 59(19) 82(17) 12.1(39) 14.9 (31)
Other sexual acts 99@32) 13528 7.1(23) 6714 7.1(23) 10.6(22) 16.1(52) 18.8 (39)
Total Friend/ 248 (80) 21.2(44) 16.8(54) 12.5(26) 16.5(53) 17.8(37) 35.7(115) 30.3 (63)
Acquaintance
Stranger Sexual touch 18.3(59) 11.5(24) 8.1(26) 3.4(7) 7.8(25) 3.8(8) 23.67(76) 13.57(28)
Attempted intercourse 3.7 (12) 6.7(14) 3.1(10) 1403) 2.2(7) 1.0(2) 5919 7.7 (16)
Completed intercourse 2.2 (7) 6.3(13) 1.9(6) 1.4 (3) 1.6 (5) 1.0(2) 3.1(10) 7.2 (15)
Other sexual acts 4.3 (14) 62(13) 280 1.9 @) 2.8(9) 24(5) 5.6(18) 8.2 (17)
Total Stranger 19.9764) 12.5°26) 84(27) 3.8(@8) 8427 439 252781 149731
Total Coercive Strategy 47.8" (154) 37.0°(77) 25.8(83) 17.3(36) 38.2(123) 29.3(61) 63.0(203) 51.0°°(106)

(At Least One > 1 per Row)
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Gender differences: *p <.05; **p <.01;
made

men, perpetration rates were highest against a friend (27.9%),
followed by a (former) partner (21.2%), and lowest against
a stranger (11.5%). Women reported most frequently perpe-
trating sexual aggression against a current or former partner
(11.2%), then against a friend (2.5%), and least frequently
against a stranger (.6%). Adopting a significance level of
.05/3=.017, the gender difference was only significant for
sexual aggression against a (former) partner, with higher
frequencies for men than for women, y*(1, N=530)=9.11,
p=.003.

Prevalence by Unwanted Sexual Acts

Victimization Across all relationship constellations and
coercive strategies, the highest frequencies for women and
men were found for unwanted sexual touch (reported by
57.1% of women and 48.6% of men), followed by forced
attempted intercourse (36.6% of women, 38.5% of men),
other unwanted sexual acts such as oral sex (34.5% of
women, 31.7% of men), and forced completed intercourse
(30.7% of women, 30.3% of men). Looking at the specific
sexual acts and relationship constellations across all coercive
strategies, more women than men reported unwanted sexual
touch by a stranger, °(1, N=530)=8.24, p=.004.

p <.001. Multiple responses were possible. For items with frequencies of <20, no comparisons were

Perpetration Across all relationship constellations and coer-
cive strategies, women and men most often made another
person engage in unwanted sexual touch (12.1% of women,
35.6% of men), followed by forced attempted intercourse
(7.1% of women, 20.2% of men), other unwanted sexual
acts (6.8% of women, 19.7% of men), and forced com-
pleted intercourse (5.9% of women, 19.7% of men). More
men than women perpetrated unwanted sexual touch, *(1,
N=530)=41.48, p<.001, forced attempted intercourse,
){2( 1, N=530)=20.00, p <.001, and other unwanted sexual
acts,;(z(l, N=530)=20.01, p<.001. Looking at the specific
sexual acts and relationship constellations across all coercive
strategies, more men than women reported having made a
current or former partner engage in unwanted sexual touch,
21, N=530)=9.30, p=.002.

Severity of Sexual Victimization and Perpetration

Table 4 presents the five-level ordinal severity scores for
men and women. Across both gender groups, the highest
percentage of victimization was found for the category of
completed rape (reported by 24.2% of women and 23.1%
of men), whereas the least prevalent victimization category
was attempted rape (6.8% of women and 7.7% of men). The
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Table 3 Sexual Aggression Perpetration in Percent (Frequency) since Age 15 in the Break-Down of Coercive Strategies, Victim-Perpetrator
Relationship, and Sexual Acts, N=530 (n;=322, n,,=208)

Coercive Strategy

% (n) Use/Threat of Exploitation of Verbal Pressure Total Relationship (At
Physical Force Inability to Resist Least One >1 per Row
Victim-Perpetrator Sexual Acts Women Men Women Men Women Men Women Men
Relationship
(Ex)Partner Sexual touch 47(15) 9.7(20) 34(11) 4.8(10) 7.1(23) 13.5(28) 9.97(32)  19.2"(40)
Attempted intercourse 3.4 (11) 8.2(17) 2.8(9) 3.8(8) 3.4(11) 10.6 (22) 6.2 (20) 14.4 (30)
Completed intercourse 3.4 (11) 6.7(14) 19(6) 439 3.1(10) 10.1 (21) 5.0 (16) 13.9 (29)
Other sexual acts 43(14) 58(12) 22() 34 341D 10.6 (22) 6.2 (20) 13.5 (28)
Total (Ex)Partner 5.3 (17) 11.1(23) 3.7(12) 4.8(10) 8.1(26) 14.4(30) 11273@6)  21.2"44)
Friend/Acquaintance Sexual touch 1.24) 144@30) 062) 9.620) 09@3) 13.5 (28) 2.5(8) 26.9 (56)
Attempted intercourse 0.6 (2) 6.7(14) 0.6(2) 381 03() 7.7 (16) 1.2 4) 13.0 (27)
Completed intercourse 0.3 (1) 53(11) 03¢) 430 031 5.8 (12) 0.9 (3) 10.6 (22)
Other sexual acts 0.6 (2) 58(12) 03(1) 430 031 8.7 (18) 0.9 3) 13.0 (27)
Total Friend/ 124) 159(3) 0.6(2) 10.1(21)0.9(3) 14.4 (30) 2.5(8) 27.9 (58)
Acquaintance
Stranger Sexual touch 0.00) 6.3(13) 0.3(1) 4.8 (10) 0.3 (1) 3.4(7) 0.6 (2) 10.6 (22)
Attempted intercourse 0.0 (0) 34(7) 0.0(0) 2.9 (6) 0.0(0) 194) 0.0 (0) 5.8 (12)
Completed intercourse 0.0 (0) 3.8(8) 0.0(0) 2.4 (5) 0.0(0) 194) 0.0 (0) 6.3 (13)
Other sexual acts 0.0 (0) 1.9@) 0.0 1.94) 03() 2.4(5) 0.3 (1) 4.8 (10)
Total Stranger 0.00) 6.7(14) 0.3() 5.8(12) 0.3 (1) 3.8(8) 0.6 (2) 11.5 (24)
Total Coercive Strategy 6.2(20) 19.7(41) 4.3 (14) 13.0(27) 9.0 (29) 23.1"" (48) 13.4™" (43) 37.0" (77)

(At Least One >1 per Row)

EEEY

Gender differences: *p <.05; **p <.01;
made

distribution of participants across the five levels varied sig-
nificantly by gender, °(4, N=530)= 14.80, p=.005. Follow-
up comparisons of the different levels based on the adjusted
standardized residuals showed that more women than men
experienced unwanted sexual contact, )(2 (1, N=530)=12.54,
p <.001. More men than women reported no experience of
victimization, °(1, N=530)=7.59, p=.006.

Regarding perpetration, both women and men reported
most frequently perpetrating unwanted sexual contact (5.6%,
15.4%). The smallest number of women as well as men was
found for attempted or completed coercion (1.9% of women,
9.1% of men) and attempted rape (1.9% of women, 1.0% of

p <.001. Multiple responses were possible. For items with frequencies of <20, no comparisons were

men). The overall distribution of severity scores differed sig-
nificantly between men and women, )(2(4, N=530)=45.74,
p <.001. Due to small cell sizes, only the non-perpetrator
category could be tested for gender differences as a post-hoc
follow-up. As predicted, more women than men reported no
perpetration, y*(1, N=530)=39.12, p<.001.

Correlates of Sexual Aggression Victimization
and Perpetration

Based on the pre-registered analysis plan, we ran multi-
group path analyses for the total sample (Mplus 8.6, Muthén

Table 4 Sexual Aggression
Victimization and Perpetration

Sexual Aggression Victimization Sexual Aggression Perpetration

in Percent (Frequency) since % (n) Women Men Women Men

Age of 15 based on Koss et al. — — —

(2008) Proposed Scoring No victimization/perpetration 37.0 (119) 49.0(102) 86.3"" (278) 63.0"" (131)

System, N=530 (n,=322, Sexual contact 2457 (79) 12.07 (25) 5.6 (18) 15.4 (32)

Ny, =208) Attempted or completed coercion 75 (24) 8.2 (17) 1.9 (6) 9.1 (19)
Attempted rape 6.8 (22) 7.7 (16) 1.9 (6) 1.0(2)
Rape 24.2 (78) 23.1 (48) 43 (14) 11.5 (24)

Gender differences: *p<.05; **p<.01; ***p<.001. For items with frequencies of <20, no comparisons

were made
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& Muthén, 2012). We later amended the plan to use the
graded severity (ordinal scoring) of CSA, victimization
experiences and perpetration behavior yielded by our meas-
ures (exploratory data analysis). Sexual aggression victimi-
zation and perpetration were specified as ordered categori-
cal outcome variables, and the default weighted least square
mean and variance estimator (wlsmv) was used to test the
direct and indirect paths through the calculation of confi-
dence intervals based on 10,000 bootstraps.

First, we tested a multi-group model by gender in which
all paths were constrained to be equal for women and men.
This model showed a good fit with the data, y°(5) = 1.94,
p=.858; CFI=1.00, RMSEA =.000, 90% CI [.000, .046],
SRMR =.014. Next, we estimated an unconstrained model
in which the paths were allowed to vary between women
and men. This model was fully saturated, so it did not yield
meaningful fit indices. Because a comparison of the con-
strained and the unconstrained models using y? difference
testing is not available with the wlsmv estimator, we fol-
lowed the recommendation in Mplus to test significant
gender differences in the unconstrained model via the DIF-
FTEST function. None of the paths differed significantly
between men and women, indicating that the proposed paths
did not vary by gender. On that basis, and to account for gen-
der differences in the mean levels of CSA, risky behavior,
and sexual aggression perpetration, we tested a single-group
model with gender included as a covariate on all paths. This
model, presented in Fig. 1, was also fully saturated; hence
no model fit indices were available.

¢y = 24%%%

In line with the predictions of Hypothesis 3, severity of
CSA was significantly associated with sexual victimiza-
tion, ¢;”=.24, p<.001, and sexual aggression perpetration,
¢,”=.17, p=.001. More severe CSA was associated with
significantly more risky sexual behavior, a;=.23 p<.001,
which, in turn, was related to higher sexual aggression victim-
ization, b;=.33, p<.001, and perpetration, b, = .29, p <.001.

Consistent with Hypothesis 4, the indirect effect of CSA
on sexual victimization via risky sexual behavior was signifi-
cant, a;b;=.074, 99% CI [.034, .123]. Supporting Hypoth-
esis 5, the indirect effect of CSA on sexual aggression per-
petration via risky sexual behavior was also significant, a,b,
=.065,99% CI [.026, .116].

Consistent with Hypothesis 6, adding hostile masculinity
to the path model for men’s sexual aggression perpetration
and controlling for its correlation with CSA and risky sexual
behavior yielded a significant path coefficient for this vari-
able, f=.16, p=.046, over and above the other two predic-
tors in the model, CSA and risky sexual behavior.

Discussion

This study provided the first comprehensive data about
sexual aggression in heterosexual victim-perpetrator con-
stellations in Iran, considering women and men as both vic-
tims and perpetrators. The study used behaviorally specific
questions that covered different types of coercive strategies,
victim-perpetrator constellation, and sexual acts. Scientific

Sexual aggression

victimization

by = .33%%x

Child sexual
abuse

Risky sexual
behavior

Fig. 1 Standardized regression coefficients for the association of child
sexual abuse with sexual aggression victimization and perpetration in
the total sample, mediated by risky sexual behavior (Hypotheses 3, 4,

by = 20%**

Sexual aggression
perpetration

and 5, n=>530). All paths controlled for gender. *p <.05, **¥p<.01,
**%p <.001
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knowledge about sexual aggression in Iran is of particular
interest given that the introduction of ‘Sharia’ (i.e., Islamic
law) after the Islamic revolution in 1979 dominates state
law, social norms and specifically sexuality. Our findings
reveal high prevalence rates of sexual victimization and per-
petration since the age of 15 years and of the experience of
child sexual abuse among both male and female participants.
Moreover, explaining the high rates of sexual victimization
and perpetration, results showed that women and men who
experienced child sexual abuse were more likely to engage
in risky sexual behavior, which was related to a higher prob-
ability of sexual aggression victimization and perpetration
later in life. Moreover, the more men endorsed hostile mas-
culinity, the higher their odds were of perpetrating sexual
aggression against women.

More women (63.0%) than men (51.0%) reported experi-
ences of sexual victimization. The overall rate for women
is higher than those found in past studies conducted in Iran
(Danesh et al., 2016; 56.1%; Vakili et al., 2010; 30.9%)
except for one study by Aghakhani et al. (2015) in which
73.4% of married women reported being victimized by at
least one type of sexual aggression by their husbands. A pos-
sible reason for the higher prevalence rate among women in
our study may be the more detailed and behaviorally specific
assessment of sexual victimization, which facilitates a bet-
ter detection of experiencing sexual aggression. Also, the
higher prevalence could be due to the more diverse sample
of female participants in the present study, which — unlike
the literature based on college student samples — included
women of different age, marital status, and religious affili-
ation. Finally, the present study was not limited to sexual
aggression in intimate relationships, but covered a wider
range of victim-perpetrator constellations. The present rate
of women’s victimization by a current or former partner of
40.4% compares with the total rate including non-partners
of 63%. Regarding male victimization, the present victimiza-
tion rate by a current or former partner of 35.1% was similar
to the rates reported in past work (Kamimura et al., 2016;
Mohammadkhani et al., 2009), but substantially higher than
the reported rates in the study by Nikparvar et al., (2021;
10.7%). Considering the severity of sexual victimization,
women most often experienced unwanted sexual contact,
whereas men reported being raped as the most frequent
form. Surprisingly, the rates of rape victimization did not
differ between men and women.

The high overall rates of male victimization together with
the nonsignificant gender difference on the severity score of
sexual victimization cannot be explained conclusively within
the scope of our study. A point of departure for further theo-
rizing may be found in the role of gender equality. Previous
research has yielded inconclusive results regarding the asso-
ciation of country-level indices of gender equality with male
and female sexual victimization. The study by Hines (2007)
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involving 19 countries found that male victimization rates
were positively correlated with gender equality in a coun-
try. Given that Iran ranks low on gender equality indexes
(e.g., rank 150 out of 156 countries in the Global Gender
Gap Report; World Economic Forum, 2021), this finding
would suggest relatively low rates of male victimization and
a larger gap between female and male victimization rates,
which is contrary to what we found. However, Hines (2007)
did not find higher female victimization rates in countries
with lower gender equality, as was the case in our study.
Another study involving 10 countries found higher male
victimization rates in countries with lower gender quality,
which could be attributed partly to lower sexual assertive-
ness of men relative to women in the respective countries
(Krahé et al., 2015). Further studies from Iran and compara-
tive analyses with data from countries similar or different to
Iran in terms of gender equality are needed to replicate the
rates of male sexual victimization in this country and offer
a theoretical explanation for gender similarities in the rates
of sexual victimization.

Regarding sexual aggression perpetration, rates were
higher for men (37.0%) than for women (13.4%), which is
in line with consistent findings from Western cultures (e.g.,
Krahé et al., 2015). Compared to the two available Iranian
studies on sexual aggression perpetration in intimate relation-
ships that included both women and men, the present rates of
female and male perpetration (11.2%, 21.2%) against a cur-
rent and former partner are similar to the rates of Nikparvar
et al. (2021), but our results are significantly lower than the
reported rates of Kamimura et al. (2016). Notably, the findings
from the latter study are based on a very small sample, so the
generalizability of these findings is unclear.

Regarding the severity of sexual aggression perpetration,
both men and women most often made others engage in
unwanted sexual contact. A possible explanation for the high
rates of female perpetration can be viewing men as hostile. A
multinational study showed that in countries where women
endorse higher gender hostility towards men, they are more
likely to perpetrate sexual aggression against men (Hines,
2007). However, given the lack of information about wom-
en’s hostility against men in the present study and the scar-
city of data about female perpetration in Islamic countries,
this explanation goes beyond the present data and suggests
an avenue for future research.

Sexual aggression occurred most often among persons
known to each other, such as (former) partners and friends or
acquaintances, and less often among strangers. This finding
aligns with prior findings from other cultures (e.g., Krahé
et al., 2015) as well as research from Iran (Kamimura et al.,
2016; Nikparvar et al., 2021). The frequency of stranger
assault was higher for women than for men. Parallel to this
finding, men most frequently reported sexual aggression per-
petration against a female friend or acquaintance.
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When being victimized, the coercive strategy most often
used against men as well as women was the threat or use of
physical force, followed by verbal pressure, and the exploita-
tion of the other person’s inability to resist. However, when
committing sexual aggression, both women and men most
frequently reported using verbal pressure, followed by use
or threat of physical force, and the exploitation of the vic-
tim’s incapacitated state. In other words, participants differ
in their reports of the coercive strategy used when engaging
in, as opposed to being victimized by, sexual aggression.
One explanation could be that participants may be more
reluctant to report engaging, rather than experiencing, severe
forms of sexual aggression due to the antisocial nature of
this behavior.

Explaining the high rates of female sexual victimization
and male perpetration in our data, a closer look at the gender
discriminatory law based on ‘Sharia’ is needed. The Iranian
state law harshly punishes convicted (male) perpetrators of
rape, and the death sentence is possible (The Islamic Penal
Law, 2014). However, in practice, rape convictions are rare
due to the status of rape in the legal regulations. For exam-
ple, it is very likely that judges treat rape committed by men
as a subsection of consensual sex (‘Zena’) because there
should be no reason for a woman to be in the residence of a
male stranger, which means that the female victim can incur
punishment due to the assumption that she engaged in sex
out of marriage (Article 221; The Islamic Penal Law, 2014).
It is noteworthy to mention that currently some judges may
be lenient on women (‘Hokm ba Orf’), however this is not a
uniform practice. Moreover, as the law grants husbands the
right to have sex with their wife on demand (The Islamic
Civil Law, 2006), marital rape is exempted from rape law.
Therefore, the legal system reduces female protection against
sexual aggression, which in turn may provide immunity for
male perpetrators and increase the rates of female sexual
victimization. It is likely that the figures we found for sexual
aggression by a current and former partner include a sub-
stantial proportion of assaults within marriage that would
not be recognized as such based on legal definitions.

Beyond the legal treatment of sexual violence, several
cultural factors may have contributed to the high prevalence
of sexual aggression victimization and perpetration in our
sample. First, the state prohibits any social and institution-
alized discourse about sexuality, which means that sex
education curricula lack information about intimacy, con-
sent, and respect for the right to sexual self-determination.
Accordingly, knowledge about sexuality is limited, which
may undermine individuals’ mutual respect for each oth-
er’s self-determination in sexual relationships (Motamedi
et al., 2016). Second, despite the liberal sexual attitudes and
behaviors shared particularly among urban youth in recent
years, dubbed as the “sexual revolution in Iran” (Mahdavi,
2009), the patriarchal norms and traditional gender roles

prescribed by the state and society remain strong, which
manifests in double standards for male and female sexual-
ity. While women are expected to preserve their virginity
until marriage and uphold the family honor (Farahani, 2007),
‘Sharia’ has promoted temporary marriage (‘Sighe’), which
allows men to have intimate relations with women (Haeri,
1992). In such context, women who have engaged in extra-
marital sex or even dating can be considered “easy-to-have”
or “whores”, whereas no such stigma is attached to men
(Farahani, 2007). This portrayal of women compromises the
respect for women’s consent and can provide a justification
for men’s sexually aggressive behavior.

To gain insight into potential factors associated with
a greater probability of reporting sexual aggression vic-
timization and perpetration, we examined the role of child
sexual abuse (CSA) and risky sexual behavior for women
and men. In addition, hostile masculinity was examined
as a predictor of men’s sexual aggression perpetration.
Results showed that more than half of both male (54.3%)
and female (52.2%) participants reported having experi-
enced at least one form of sexual contact by an older per-
son/adult before they reached the age of 15 years. These
rates are substantially higher than those found in previous
studies in Western cultures. For example, a longitudinal
study with German college students found that 8.5% of
men and 11.4% of women reported experiences of CSA
before they were 14 years old (Krahé & Berger, 2017).
Moreover, whereas the overall prevalence did not vary by
gender in our study, significantly more men than women
reported severe forms of CSA in the form of attempted or
completed penetration. The finding of men’s higher experi-
ence of severe CSA contrasts with evidence from Western
cultures, where women are more likely to experience CSA
than men (Barth et al., 2013). Since there is no public dis-
course on CSA in Iran (Shapouri, 2007), we used behav-
iorally specific questions to capture CSA incidents rather
than broad items (such as “have you ever experienced child
sexual abuse?”), which require knowledge of what CSA
actually means. Thus, our items likely made it easier for
participants to establish whether they experienced a form
of sexual behavior from others that meets the defining cri-
teria of CSA. A further explanation of the high prevalence
of CSA may lie in the specific cultural and legal context
in Iran. As child sexual abuse is a taboo topic in Iranian
society, there are no underlying social and legal structures
to prevent and treat CSA. This renders children more vul-
nerable to sexual aggression (Shapouri, 2007). “The Pro-
tection of Children and Juveniles Law” was passed only
recently, and its enforcement is unknown (The Islamic
Parliament Research Center, 2020). Given the paucity
of statistics about CSA in Iran, future research that tests
potential explanations is needed to clarify the observed
difference of the more severe forms of CSA among women
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and men. Future studies aiming to understand CSA are
of great importance, not only to prevent CSA but also to
prevent re-victimization in later life.

The present finding that CSA is a key predictor of sex-
ual re-victimization aligns with prior research from West-
ern cultures (e.g., Krahé & Berger, 2017). CSA victims
more likely engaged in risky sexual behavior, such as cas-
ual sex, alcohol or drug consumption in sexual situations,
and ambiguous communication about sexual intentions.
These behaviors, in turn, are related to a greater likelihood
of sexual aggression victimization and perpetration. Our
results are consistent with ample evidence demonstrating
the significance of CSA and risky sexual behavior as risk
factors of later sexual victimization (see review by Tharp
et al., 2013). One explanation for engaging in risky sex-
ual behavior is that CSA victims apply sex-related coping
strategies to dampen the distress from the prior traumatic
experience (Miron & Orcutt, 2014). Therefore, interven-
tions aimed at reducing children’s experience of CSA can
be a promising avenue to reduce adult sexual aggression
victimization and perpetration.

Along the same lines, our results support the prediction
that men’s endorsement of hostile masculinity is related to
their odds of reporting sexual aggression perpetration against
women. The Iranian state and society promote male domi-
nance over women, especially when women do not observe
traditional gender roles that are prescribed by the state or
blemish the familial and societal honor (Aghtaie, 2017).
Consequently, male violence and hostility toward women
manifest in various forms, such as in physical, psychologi-
cal, or sexual aggression, and occur in both the public and
private spheres (Amnesty International, 2015). Hence, future
research in cultures with high endorsement of honor and
patriarchal ideologies is needed to uncover and address the
contribution of these factors to sexual aggression.

Limitations and Future Research Directions

Although the current study makes significant contributions
to the scientific understanding of sexual aggression in a
major Middle Eastern country, limitations must be noted.
First, as the present research used a convenience sample,
the generalizability of its findings is unclear. Future studies
with representative samples would be desirable, yet diffi-
cult to obtain given research limitations in Iran. However, it
is doubtful that truly representative prevalence data can be
obtained even if representative samples are invited to partici-
pate, as the problem of selective dropout in this highly sen-
sitive topic area will likely lead a nonrepresentative group
of participants contributing data for the analysis. This is a
problem faced by prevalence studies on sexual aggression
in general, but it is even more serious in countries with very
restrictive rules about sexual conduct, such as Iran.
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Second, the current sample mainly consisted of highly edu-
cated participants with at least a Bachelor’s degree. Although
this reflects the high rate of enrollment in tertiary education
in Iran, which is twice as high as the global average (above
70% in 2015; World Education News Reviews, 2017), the rate
in the present sample is still higher than the national average.
Second, as CSA was measured retrospectively, the memories
of CSA victims might have been affected by the traumatic
effects of this adverse childhood experience and by subse-
quent re-victimization experiences (Krahé & Berger, 2017).
However, obtaining retrospective CSA reports is a standard
approach in the study of sexual aggression, and empirical evi-
dence suggests that they can provide valid findings (Hardt &
Rutter, 2004). Third, future research should investigate the
prevalence of CSA in different types of victim-perpetrator
constellations, such as family members versus strangers, for
a more comprehensive understanding.

Third, research assessing additional victim-perpetrator
constellations in post-CSA sexual aggression, such as vic-
tims’ or perpetrators’ family members and relatives, would be
valuable in order to examine whether cultural factors, such as
family honor or stigma, need to be addressed when designing
interventions targeting sexual aggression in Islamic societies
(Haboush & Alyan, 2013). Finally, the current study was lim-
ited to sexual aggression in heterosexual victim-perpetrator
constellations, excluding male victimization by men and
female victimization by women. Future studies should adopt
an inclusive approach going beyond gender-binary analyses
of victimization and perpetration rates.

Despite these limitations, the current research is a promis-
ing starting point for future work that examines factors associ-
ated with sexual aggression in Islamic countries. In Iran, past
research showed that honor culture and religious fundamen-
talist norms (‘Sharia’) that have been implemented in most
of sectors of society are associated with high victimization
of women (Aghtaie, 2017). ‘Sharia’ plays a pivotal role in
defining social norms about sexuality that are likely to shape
individuals’ sexual scripts. Sexual scripts are cognitive sche-
mas that prescribe “what counts as sex, how to recognize
sexual situations, and what to do during sexual encounters”
(Frith, 2009, p. 100) and consequently influence the sequence
of actions and behaviors in sexual settings (Metts & Spitzberg,
1996). Thus, future research investigating the role of religious
fundamentalism and sexual scripts for sexual aggression in
Iran would be interesting. Although we did not investigate the
relationship between the strength of Muslim affiliation and
observing ‘Sharia’ and the odds of victimization and perpe-
tration, future studies are needed to uncover and address this
question. Also, given a lack of sex education, further stud-
ies examining the effects of pornography consumption, con-
sensual sexual scripts, and attitudes towards sexual coercion
would be valuable to elucidate the socio-cultural context of
sexual aggression in Iran and other Islamic countries.
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Practice Implications

The current findings serve to raise awareness that the preva-
lence of sexual aggression both in childhood and adulthood
among women and men in Iran is very high, which contra-
dicts official claims by the state that the rate of such incidents
is low and negligible (Radio Farda, 2020). In addition, this
study is the first in Iran that informs about sexual aggression
through providing data about how (use of different coercive
strategies) and with or by whom (victim-perpetrator relation-
ship) sexual aggression occurs. Beyond the “real rape stereo-
type” of a stranger attack through physical force, perpetrators
may be acquaintances, friends and current or former partners,
who use coercive strategies such as “exploiting the victim’s
incapacitated state due to alcohol or drug consumption” and/
or “using verbal pressure” as well. Therefore, the current
research can inform prevention programs specifically in a
society that does not criminalize marital rape.

Moreover, given that sexual aggression likely harms
victims’ well-being, our data have the potential to generate
evidence-based information to educate, prevent, and design
intervention programs about sexual aggression, specifically
tailored to the Middle Eastern culture. Yet, interventions
require systematic actions. The first step can be initiating
open discourses about sexuality and sexual violence in
society, while including evidence-based sex education in
the school curriculum that emphasizes sexual autonomy
and consent, highlighting female sexual agency. Moreo-
ver, since fair and non-discriminatory laws protect citizens
against crimes, special attention to the rape law in Iran for a
gender-fair handling of rape cases as well as criminalizing
sexual aggression against men and marital rape are strongly
suggested based on the current findings.

Regarding child sexual abuse, our evidence may have
important implications for all parties involved, such as parents,
teachers, psychologists, health care professionals, and policy
makers, highlighting how experiences of child sexual abuse
increase the probability of re-victimization and perpetration
later in life. Furthermore, as engaging in risky sexual behav-
iours was significantly predicted by CSA and, in turn, signifi-
cantly predicted sexual aggression victimization and perpetra-
tion, interventions aiming to increase individuals’ awareness of
risky behaviours and vulnerable situations must be a priority.

Conclusion

This research expands the scarce knowledge on sexual
aggression in Iran, which so far was limited mainly to wom-
en’s sexual victimization by their husbands. Results showed
that sexual victimization has a high prevalence among
women and men, and perpetration rates are also substantial.
Providing knowledge on correlates of sexual aggression in

Iran, this study showed that women and men who experi-
enced child sexual abuse were more likely to engage in risky
sexual behavior, which in turn predicted a higher probabil-
ity of sexual aggression victimization and perpetration. The
present study calls for more empirical research as the basis
for developing sex education curricula that encompass con-
sensual sex and sexual aggression in Iran.

Supplementary Information The online version contains supplemen-
tary material available at https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-022-01312-2.

Acknowledgements We thank Masoumeh Seydi for her assistance with
recruitment and data collection.

Funding Open access funding provided by University of Bern. This
research was supported by a Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship
grant awarded to Shera Malayeri (Grant number 2018.0812).

Data Availability The materials and data that support the findings of
this research are openly available in OSF (https://osf.io/zvjgs/).

Compliance with Ethical Standards

Conflicts of Interest The authors declare that there are no potential
conflicts of interest with respect to the research, authorship, and/or
publication of this article.

Ethics Approval The manuscript adheres to ethical guidelines specified
in the APA Code of Conduct and the present study was approved by
the Ethics Commission of the University of Bern.

Consent to Participate All participants in the study gave their informed
consent prior to their inclusion in the study, and anonymity was
assured.

Consent for Publication In the present research, participants are not
identifiable. Data was only analyzed at the group level. Their anonym-
ity is therefore protected.

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attri-
bution 4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing, adapta-
tion, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long
as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source,
provide a link to the Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes
were made. The images or other third party material in this article are
included in the article's Creative Commons licence, unless indicated
otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in
the article's Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not
permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will
need to obtain permission directly from the copyright holder. To view a
copy of this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

References

Abbey, A., Parkhill, M. R., Beshears, R., Monique Clinton-Sherrod, A.,
& Zawacki, T. (2006). Cross-sectional predictors of sexual assault
perpetration in a community sample of single African American
and Caucasian men. Aggressive Behavior, 32(1), 54—67. https://
doi.org/10.1002/ab.20107

@ Springer


https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-022-01312-2
https://osf.io/zvjgs/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.1002/ab.20107
https://doi.org/10.1002/ab.20107

Sex Roles

Abiad, N. (2008). Sharia, Muslim states and international human
rights treaty obligations: A comparative study. British Institute
of International and Comparative Law.

Abrahams, N., Devries, K., Watts, C., Pallitto, C., Petzold, M., Shamu,
S., & Garcia-Moreno, C. (2014). Worldwide prevalence of
non-partner sexual violence: A systematic review. The Lancet,
383(9929), 1648-1654. https://doi.org/10.1016/s0140-6736(13)
62243-6

Aghakhani, N., Nia, H. S., Moosavi, E., Eftekhari, A., Zarei, A.,
Bahrami, N., & Nikoonejad, A. R. (2015). Study of the types
of domestic violence committed against women referred to the
legal medical organization in Urmia - Iran. Iranian Journal of
Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, 9(4), Article e2446. https://
doi.org/10.17795/ijpbs-2446

Aghtaie, N. (2017). Rape within heterosexual intimate relationships in
Iran: Legal frameworks, cultural and structural violence. Fami-
lies, Relationships and Societies, 6(2), 167-183. https://doi.org/
10.1332/204674317x14861126776962

Amnesty International. (2015, March 11). You shall procreate: Attacks
on women’s sexual and reproductive rights in Iran. https://www.
amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/1111/2015/en/

Barth, J., Bermetz, L., Heim, E., Trelle, S., & Tonia, T. (2013). The
current prevalence of child sexual abuse worldwide: A systematic
review and meta-analysis. International Journal of Public Health,
58(3), 469-483. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00038-012-0426-1

Black, M. C., Basile, K. C., Breiding, M. J., Smith, S. G., Walters, M. L.
Merrick, M. T., ... & Stevens, M. R. (2011). The National Intimate
Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS): 2010 Summary Report.
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs_report2010-a.pdf

Danesh, P., Sharbatian, M., & Tawafi, P. (2016). Sociological analy-
sis of domestic violence against women and its relationship to
feelings of security. Strategic Research of Social Issues, 16(1),
47-72. https://doi.org/10.22108/SSOSS.2017.21280

D’Abreu, L. C. F., & Krahé, B. (2016). Vulnerability to sexual vic-
timization in female and male college students in Brazil: Cross-
sectional and prospective evidence. Archives of Sexual Behav-
ior, 45, 1101-1115. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-014-0451-7

Farahani, F. (2007). Diasporic narratives of sexuality. Identity of
Formation among Iranian-Swedish women [Doctoral thesis].
Stockholm University. http://su.diva-portal.org/smash/record.
jsf?pid=diva2%3A197015&dswid=836

Fargo, J. D. (2009). Pathways to adult sexual revictimization: Direct
and indirect behavioral risk factors across the lifespan. Journal
of Interpersonal Violence, 24(11), 1771-1791. https://doi.org/
10.1177/0886260508325489

Fedina, L., Holmes, J. L., & Backes, B. L. (2018). Campus sexual
assault: A systematic review of prevalence research from 2000
to 2015. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 19(1), 76-93. https://doi.
org/10.1177/1524838016631129

Finkelhor, D. (1987). The trauma of child sexual abuse: Two models.
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 2(4), 348-366. https://doi.
org/10.1177/088626058700200402

Fisher, N. L., & Pina, A. (2013). An overview of the literature on
female-perpetrated adult male sexual victimization. Aggression
and Violent Behavior, 18(1), 54-61. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
avb.2012.10.001

Frith, H. (2009). Sexual scripts, sexual refusals and rape. In M. Horvath
& J. Brown (Eds.), Rape: Challenging contemporary thinking (pp.
99-122). Willan Publishing.

Fritz, M. S., & MacKinnon, D. P. (2007). Required sample size to
detect the mediated effect. Psychological Science, 18(3), 233—
239. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9280.2007.01882.x

Haboush, K. L., & Alyan, H. (2013). Who can you tell? Features of
Arab culture that influence conceptualization and treatment of
childhood sexual abuse. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 22(5),
499-518. https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2013.800935

@ Springer

Haeri, S. (1992). Temporary marriage and the state in Iran: An
Islamic discourse on female sexuality. Social Research, 59(1),
201-223. https://www.jstor.org/stable/40970689

Hailes, H. P., Yu, R., Danese, A., & Fazel, S. (2019). Long-term out-
comes of childhood sexual abuse: An umbrella review. The Lan-
cet Psychiatry, 6(10), 830-839. https://doi.org/10.1016/S2215-
0366(19)30286-x

Hardt, J., & Rutter, M. (2004). Validity of adult retrospective reports of
adverse childhood experiences: Review of the evidence. Journal
of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 45(2), 260-273. https://doi.
org/10.1111/.1469-7610.2004.00218.x

Hines, D. A. (2007). Predictors of sexual coercion against women and
men: A multilevel, multinational study of university students.
Archives of Sexual Behavior, 36(3), 403—422. https://doi.org/10.
1007/s10508-006-9141-4

Human Rights Watch. (2020, September 7). Iran is having its #MeToo
movement after Iranian women started sharing stories of sexual
violence, the Iranian authorities have been forced to act. https://
www.hrw.org/mews/2020/09/09/iran-having-its-metoo-moment/

Johnson, S. M., Murphy, M. J., & Gidycz, C. A. (2017). Reliability and
validity of the sexual experiences survey-short forms victimiza-
tion and perpetration. Violence and Victims, 32(1), 78-92. https://
doi.org/10.1891/0886-6708.VV-D-15-00110

Kamimura, A., Nourian, M. M., Assasnik, N., & Franchek-Roa, K.
(2016). Depression and intimate partner violence among college
students in Iran. Asian Journal of Psychiatry, 23(10), 51-55.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.2jp.2016.07.014

Khalajabadi-Farahani, F. (2016). Meta-analysis of premarital heterosex-
ual relationships among young people in Iran over the past 15 years
(2001-2015). Journal of Family Research (Persian), 15(1), 339—
367. https://www.sid.ir/en/journal/ViewPaper.aspx?id=522110

Khalajabadi-Farahani, F. (2020). Adolescents and young people’s
sexual and reproductive health in Iran: A conceptual review.
The Journal of Sex Research, 57(6), 743-780. https://doi.org/
10.1080/00224499.2020.1768203

Koss, M. P., Abbey, A., Campbell, R., Cook, S., Norris, J., Testa,
M., ... & White, J. (2008). Revising the SES: A collaborative
process to improve assessment of sexual aggression and victimi-
zation. Psychology of Women Quarterly, 32(4), 493. https://doi.
org/10.1111/.1471-6402.2008.00468.x

Krahé, B., & Berger, A. (2013). Men and women as perpetrators
and victims of sexual aggression in heterosexual and same-sex
encounters: A study of first-year college students in Germany.
Aggressive Behavior, 39(5), 391-404. https://doi.org/10.1002/
ab.21482

Krahé, B., & Berger, A. (2017). Gendered pathways from child sex-
ual abuse to sexual aggression victimization and perpetration in
adolescence and young adulthood. Child Abuse and Neglect, 63,
261-272. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2016.10.004

Krahé, B., Berger, A., Vanwesenbeeck, I., Bianchi, G., Chliaoutakis,
J., Fernandez-Fuertes, A. A., ... & Zygadto, A. (2015). Preva-
lence and correlates of young people’s sexual aggression per-
petration and victimisation in 10 European countries: A multi-
level analysis. Culture, Health and Sexuality, 17(6), 682—699.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2014.989265

Krahé, B., Bieneck, S., & Scheinberger-Olwig, R. (2007). Prevalence
and correlates of young people’s sexual aggression perpetra-
tion and victimisation in 10 European countries: A multi-level
analysis. Archives of Sexual Behavior, 36(5), 687-701. https://
doi.org/10.1007/s10508-006-9131-6

Krahé, B., Schuster, 1., & Tomaszewska, P. (2021). Prevalence of
sexual aggression victimization and perpetration in a German
university student sample. Archives of Sexual Behavior, 50,
2109-2121. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-021-01963-4

Krahé, B., Tomaszewska, P., Kuyper, L., & Vanwesenbeeck, I.
(2014). Prevalence of sexual aggression among young people


https://doi.org/10.1016/s0140-6736(13)62243-6
https://doi.org/10.1016/s0140-6736(13)62243-6
https://doi.org/10.17795/ijpbs-2446
https://doi.org/10.17795/ijpbs-2446
https://doi.org/10.1332/204674317x14861126776962
https://doi.org/10.1332/204674317x14861126776962
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/1111/2015/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/1111/2015/en/
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00038-012-0426-1
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs_report2010-a.pdf
https://doi.org/10.22108/SSOSS.2017.21280
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-014-0451-7
http://su.diva-portal.org/smash/record.jsf?pid=diva2%3A197015&dswid=836
http://su.diva-portal.org/smash/record.jsf?pid=diva2%3A197015&dswid=836
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260508325489
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260508325489
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838016631129
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838016631129
https://doi.org/10.1177/088626058700200402
https://doi.org/10.1177/088626058700200402
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2012.10.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2012.10.001
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9280.2007.01882.x
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2013.800935
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40970689
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2215-0366(19)30286-x
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2215-0366(19)30286-x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1469-7610.2004.00218.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1469-7610.2004.00218.x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-006-9141-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-006-9141-4
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/09/iran-having-its-metoo-moment/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/09/iran-having-its-metoo-moment/
https://doi.org/10.1891/0886-6708.VV-D-15-00110
https://doi.org/10.1891/0886-6708.VV-D-15-00110
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajp.2016.07.014
https://www.sid.ir/en/journal/ViewPaper.aspx?id=522110
https://doi.org/10.1080/00224499.2020.1768203
https://doi.org/10.1080/00224499.2020.1768203
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1471-6402.2008.00468.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1471-6402.2008.00468.x
https://doi.org/10.1002/ab.21482
https://doi.org/10.1002/ab.21482
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2016.10.004
https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2014.989265
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-006-9131-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-006-9131-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-021-01963-4

Sex Roles

in Europe: A review of the evidence from 27 EU countries.
Aggression and Violent Behavior, 19(5), 545-558. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.avb.2014.07.005

Krahé, B., & Vanwesenbeeck, 1. (2016). Mapping an agenda for the
study of youth sexual aggression in Europe: Assessment, princi-
ples of good practice, and the multilevel analysis of risk factors.
Journal of Sexual Aggression, 22(2), 161-176. https://doi.org/
10.1080/13552600.2015.1066885

Mahdavi, P. (2009). But what if someone sees me? Women, risk,
and the aftershocks of Iran’s sexual revolution. Journal of Mid-
dle East Women’s Studies, 5(2), 1-22. https://doi.org/10.2979/
MEW.2009.5.2.1

Malamuth, N. M., Lamande, R. V., Koss, M. P., Lopez, E., Seaman,
C., & Prentky, R. (2021). Factors predictive of sexual violence:
Testing the four pillars of the Confluence Model in a large
diverse sample of college men. Aggressive Behavior, 47(4),
405-420. https://doi.org/10.1002/ab.21960

Martin, S. L., Macy, R. J., & Young, S. K. (2011). Health and eco-
nomic consequences of sexual violence. In J. W. White, M.
P. Koss, & A. E. Kazdin (Eds.), Violence against women and
children, Vol. 1. Mapping the terrain (pp. 173—195). American
Psychological Association. https://doi.org/10.1037/12307-008

Metts, S., & Spitzberg, B. H. (1996). Sexual communication in inter-
personal contexts: A script-based approach. In B. R. Burleson
(Ed.), Communication yearbook 19 (pp. 49-91). Sage.

Miron, L. R., & Orcutt, H. K. (2014). Pathways from childhood
sexual abuse to prospective revictimization: Depression, sex to
reduce negative affect, and forecasted sexual behavior. Child
Abuse & Neglect, 38(11), 1848-1859. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
chiabu.2014.10.004

Moghadam, V. M. (2013). Modernizing women: Gender and social
change in the Middle East (3rd ed.). Lynne Rienner.

Mohammad Beigi, A., Sajadi, M., Ahmadli, R., Asgarian, A., Khazaei,
S., Afrashteh, S., & Ansari, H. (2019). Intimate partner violence
against Iranian women. The National Medical Journal of India,
32(2), 67-71. https://doi.org/10.4103/0970-258X.275343

Mohammadkhani, P., Forouzan, A. S., Khooshabi, K. S., Assari, S.,
& Lankarani, M. M. (2009). Are the predictors of sexual vio-
lence the same as those of nonsexual violence? A gender analysis.
Journal of Sexual Medicine, 6(8), 2215-2223. https://doi.org/10.
1111/§.1743-6109.2009.01338.x

Motamedi, M., Merghati-Khoei, E., Shahbazi, M., Rahimi-Naghani,
S., Salehi, M., Karimi, M., ... & Khalajabadi-Farahani, F.
(2016). Paradoxical attitudes toward premarital dating and
sexual encounters in Tehran, Iran: A cross-sectional study.
Reproductive Health, 13(1), 1-10. https://doi.org/10.1186/
$12978-016-0210-4

Muthén, L., & Muthén, B. (2012). Mplus version 8 user’s guide.
Muthén & Muthén.

Nikparvar, F., Stith, S., Spencer, C., & Panaghi, L. (2021). The rela-
tionship between sexual aggression victimization and perpetra-
tion and other types of IPV among Iranian married individuals.
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 36(13-14), 6050-6072. https://
doi.org/10.1177/0886260518815714

Peterson, Z. D., Voller, E. K., Polusny, M. A., & Murdoch, M. (2011).
Prevalence and consequences of adult sexual assault of men:
Review of empirical findings and state of the literature. Clinical
Psychology Review, 31(1), 1-24. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cpr.
2010.08.006

Radio Farda. (2020, August 16). 80% of Rape cases are not reported in
Iran. https://www.radiofarda.com/a/30786294.html

Schuster, I., Krahé, B., & Toplu-Demirtas, E. (2016a). Prevalence of
sexual aggression victimization and perpetration in a sample of
female and male college students in Turkey. The Journal of Sex
Research, 53(9), 1139-1152. https://doi.org/10.1080/00224499.
2016.1207057

Schuster, 1., Krahé, B., Ilabaca Baeza, P., & Muiioz-Reyes, J. A.
(2016b). Sexual aggression victimization and perpetration among
male and female college students in Chile. Frontiers in Psychol-
ogy, 7, 1354. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2016.01354

Shahidian, H. (1996). Iranian exiles and sexual politics: Issue of gender
relations and identity. Journal of Refugee Studies, 9(1), 43-72.
https://doi.org/10.1093/jrs/9.1.43

Shapouri, S. (2007). Ending child sexual abuse and exploitation: A guide
for child protection in Iran. Whittier Journal of Child and Family
Advocacy, 7(1), 63—110. https://doi.org/10.4000/abstractairanica.
38127

Soleimani, R., Ahmadi, R., & Yosefnezhad, A. (2017). Health conse-
quences of intimate partner violence against married women: A
population-based study in northern Iran. Psychology, Health and
Medicine, 22(7), 845-850. https://doi.org/10.1080/13548506.2016.
1263755

Tharp, A. T., DeGue, S., Valle, L. A., Brookmeyer, K. A., Massetti,
G. M., & Matjasko, J. L. (2013). A systematic qualitative review
of risk and protective factors for sexual violence perpetration.
Trauma, Violence, and Abuse, 14(2). https://doi.org/10.1177/
1524838012470031

The Islamic Civil Law. (2006). Civil Code of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. https://www.wipo.int/edocs/lexdocs/laws/en/ir/ir009en.pdf

The Islamic Parliament Research Center. (2020). Protection of Children
and Juveniles. https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/1554444

The Islamic Penal Law. (2014). http://www.davoudabadi.ir

United Nations. (2014, May 7). Layers of Internet censorship in Iran.
United Nations Special Rapporteur. https://www.shaheedoniran.
org/english/blog/layers-of-internet-censorship-in-iran/

Vakili, M., Nadrian, H., Fathipoor, M., Boniadi, F., & Morowatisharifabad,
M. A. (2010). Prevalence and determinants of intimate partner vio-
lence against women in Kazeroon, Islamic Republic of Iran. Violence
and Victims, 25(1), 116-127. https://doi.org/10.1891/0886-6708.
25.1.116

Vega, V., & Malamuth, N. M. (2007). Predicting sexual aggression:
The role of pornography in the context of general and specific
risk factors. Aggressive Behavior, 33, 104-117. https://doi.org/
10.1002/ab.20172

Walker, H. E., Freud, J. S., Ellis, R. A., Fraine, S. M., & Wilson, L. C.
(2019). The prevalence of sexual revictimization: A meta-analytic
review. Trauma, Violence & Abuse, 20(1), 67-80. https://doi.org/
10.1177/1524838017692364

World Economic Forum. (2021, March 30). Global gender gap report.
https://www.weforum.org/reports/global-gender-gap-report-2021

World Education News Review. (2017, February 7). Educating Iran:
Demographics, massification, and missed opportunities. https://
wenr.wes.org/2017/02/educating-iran-demographics-massification

World Health Organization. (2017, November 29). Violence against
women. https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/
violence-against-women

Publisher's Note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

@ Springer


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2014.07.005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2014.07.005
https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2015.1066885
https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2015.1066885
https://doi.org/10.2979/MEW.2009.5.2.1
https://doi.org/10.2979/MEW.2009.5.2.1
https://doi.org/10.1002/ab.21960
https://doi.org/10.1037/12307-008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2014.10.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2014.10.004
https://doi.org/10.4103/0970-258X.275343
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1743-6109.2009.01338.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1743-6109.2009.01338.x
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12978-016-0210-4
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12978-016-0210-4
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260518815714
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260518815714
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cpr.2010.08.006
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cpr.2010.08.006
https://www.radiofarda.com/a/30786294.html
https://doi.org/10.1080/00224499.2016.1207057
https://doi.org/10.1080/00224499.2016.1207057
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2016.01354
https://doi.org/10.1093/jrs/9.1.43
https://doi.org/10.4000/abstractairanica.38127
https://doi.org/10.4000/abstractairanica.38127
https://doi.org/10.1080/13548506.2016.1263755
https://doi.org/10.1080/13548506.2016.1263755
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838012470031
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838012470031
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/lexdocs/laws/en/ir/ir009en.pdf
https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/1554444
http://www.davoudabadi.ir
https://www.shaheedoniran.org/english/blog/layers-of-internet-censorship-in-iran/
https://www.shaheedoniran.org/english/blog/layers-of-internet-censorship-in-iran/
https://doi.org/10.1891/0886-6708.25.1.116
https://doi.org/10.1891/0886-6708.25.1.116
https://doi.org/10.1002/ab.20172
https://doi.org/10.1002/ab.20172
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838017692364
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838017692364
https://www.weforum.org/reports/global-gender-gap-report-2021
https://wenr.wes.org/2017/02/educating-iran-demographics-massification
https://wenr.wes.org/2017/02/educating-iran-demographics-massification
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/violence-against-women
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/violence-against-women

	Sexual Aggression among Women and Men in an Iranian Sample: Prevalence and Correlates
	Abstract
	Prevalence of Sexual Aggression
	Sexuality in Iranian Society
	Correlates of Sexual Victimization and Perpetration
	The Present Research
	Method
	Participants and Design
	Measures
	Sexual Aggression Victimization and Perpetration
	Child Sexual Abuse (CSA)
	Risky Sexual Behavior
	Hostile Masculinity

	Procedure
	Data Preparation

	Results
	Descriptive Statistics
	Prevalence of Sexual Aggression Victimization and Perpetration
	Prevalence by Coercive Strategy
	Prevalence by Victim-Perpetrator Relationship
	Prevalence by Unwanted Sexual Acts
	Severity of Sexual Victimization and Perpetration

	Correlates of Sexual Aggression Victimization and Perpetration

	Discussion
	Limitations and Future Research Directions
	Practice Implications
	Conclusion

	Acknowledgements 
	References


